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2 EMBASSY TO AVA. 

AT nine o'dock in the morning of the 11th of 
July, I took poesession of the royal bbge wit4 
ceremoniom furmality, accompanied by the Woom 
d6ck and Baba-Sheen. The platform on the mt- 

' aide contained space. for thirty-two rowem, sixseen 
on each eide ; but on this occasion the o m  weq 
not fastened, as it wes meant to be drawn by war- 
boats. The ineide h a  divided into three d 
apsrtmente, ban&omely fitted np ; the roof and 
s i d q  were lined yith white eottw, and the floor 
covered with carpets and fine mats. I procaeded 
in thii barge till one o'clock, and then returned to 
my o m  boat, whiih m a mneh glow w n v a k t j  
though 1- dip l ied  convepmx. 

After leshg Neoundah, the emtern lank of 
the river rises to a perpendicular height, Wty or 
m e  hundred h a h  the river. In the  aide^ af 
tbe cliff, rather more thrn half way up, we mw 
eeme apertnrea d l b g  doorwap, and were 
tbM that they were eb&aca~ into cavm which 
bsd formerly been fhesWted by heFmi* who, de- 
siparrs of mthdrswing fhm dhs world, BBd IXM- 

mted these abodes with their o p a  bands, and 
dwdt  in them Iw the remaiuder of theii ljvea, m- no fivther intercearee with their f e b -  
erestawe than'wbat neeeway to receive tbei 
W, which m a  lowered down to them by a rope. 
The b a n e  do not intlict on themselves disgpet 
bl tortnree after the manner of the Hindom ; but 
cQey deem it meritoriotu to mortify Qe flesh, hy 
the vd~mtaty penance of absdemiourness and eelf- 
denid. Solitary 6eelwion has, at sbme 
nhs, beso vmantad p-worthy in 
tries. Dnring the ~ i g n  of mmkish snpemtitioo, 
i t  prevailed very c o m m d y  throughout Europe. 



<kI' WIWkjI & SJXB Mt w~'o& anfolmcied; 
Tbe Harmit of Warkworth is eaid to have had ite 
origin from a &act. Bhaua, however, though 
bipted, ane not gloomy, and we in geseral bl- 
ed with a diiosition too cheerful to retire from 
the world in hopelem de~pondency, or sullen dis- 
eontent. 

Our journey thin day was slow, and we perceiv- 
ed little that difTered from what has d m d y  beep 
demexibed. Tbe ielande formed by the river were 
lo%, and saecceded eaeh other Gth  d muall 
ktervala, &rrt the full breadth of the river, from 
brmk to benk, seldom a u l d  be seen. We judged 
i t  to be in moet plaees three miles wide. Ow 
boats kept near the eastern shore, and pawed, on 
&at side, the t o m  of S iyk ioum and Gner- 
rmtoh. During the latter part of the day, the 
ccnaeg seemed fertile, and the soil richer thaa in 
the neighbowhod of Pagahat The n u d e r  of 
i z h k t p d s  and cattle denoted a considerable poz 

' p W i .  In the eveaiq we brought to near 
Sbwqedong, a amall but neat town, containing 
b t  300 hoaees "god in a re+ street. Each 
dwaling had a mnall garden, fenced with a bam- 
boo d ing .  Two mommbriea and a few mall 
tiunplar did not elnim particular notice ; but the 
tali and wide-spreading trees that overshadowed 
tbam were o b j w  of pleasing contemplation. 

On the next day, July 12th we continued our m, sometimes going fast, at othem elow and 
with ditfidty, aa the wind favoured u% the 
reecher of the river winding so much that we had 
it on dl quarters. Kemee, on the enstarn side, 
aas the p h  of moat eonsequence, and was orno- 
mented with mveral neat templea At hplf-past 



five in the evening I went on shore, and famnda 
adjacent country divided into fields, which, at B 
proper season, are cultivated. The remains of a 
tobacco plantation, that had produced a crop ia 
the former year, were yet lying on the pd. 
Detached hills appeared to the wtward. 
brought to, and spent the night near a small vil- 
lage called Toucheac, to the north of Yebbay. 
Here the inhabitants get their livelihood by selling 
Lrepac, or pickled tea-leaf, of which the B i  
are extremely fond. The plant, I was informed, 
grows at a place called Pdong-miou, a district to 
the north-cast of Ummerapoora I t  ie very in- 
ferior to the tea produced in C h i  and ie seldom 
used but as a pickle. 
- On the following day we kept close to the 
eastem shore, and the breadth of the river being 
2n moat places from three to five miles, i t  wae not 
easy minutely to distinguish objecta on the weat- 
e m  bank. The country, aa we advauced north, 
increaeed in population, and improved in agricul- 
ture. The land every where indiested a deficianr 
cy of rain, heiug parched, and broken into deep 
tiasures, owing to the want of moisture. W e  un- 
derstood that the season had been rem~kably  dry. 
Rain, however, was shortly expected. The river, 
notwithatending the failure of the moneoon, can- 
tinued to rise. We passed, on the eaetern side, 
Kiouptaun, or the Line of Rocks, Tauoundain, a 
mpectable town, with several other towns and 
villages. In the evening we brought to pt an 
island oppoeite Tirroup-mew, or Chinese City. 
There is a mall diPtrict that bears the m e  nams  
caller1 so in commemoration o i  n victoty gained 
beg0 over an army of Chineta that inveded the 



EMBASSI! TO AVA. '4 
Birman empire some centmien ago, at the periad e 
when Pegahm was the seat of government ; whence 
it appears, that the Chinese have long canaidered 
thin kingdom as a deehble mnqueet, and hate 
made more than one fruitleas attempt 60 accom- 
pliab its stlbjection. 

The next day we stopped five milen above Tir- 
map-mew, where the Keenduem mingles ita ws- 
tern with thome of the Irrawaddy. This great ri- 
ver comes from the north-west, and divides the 
county of Csseay from that of Ava. The Bir- , 
mure say, that it has ita 8ome in a lake threa 
months journey ts the northward. I t  i navi- 
gable, ae far ae the B i a n  territories extend, for 
vessels of burthen. An intelligent man belonging 
to Dr Buchanan's boat informed him that the moqt 
distant town in the possemion of the Bmm m 
the Keendnem, was named Nakioung, and the firat 
Shaan town * was called Thangdat. The en- 
trance of the Keendnem seemed somewhat lees 
than a mile wide. + The Irrawaddy, immediately ' 

above the junction, became much narrower ; but I 
imagine a atream was concealed, and that what 
appeared to be the l i d  of the river was the bank 
of an island formed by bother branch. 

In the men who rowed the war-boats that ae- 

*I 
companied the barge from Ummerapoora, I had 
remarked featmw differing much from the other- 

' Stlaan, or Shan, is a very comprehensive tern given 
to direrent nations, some independent, othen the subjects 
of the p a t e r  s t a h  Thus, the Birmans frequently men- 
tion the Melapshaan, or Shaan subject to the Bmans ; 
tbs Y&Shaan, subject to the Siamese; the Caury- 
@an, to the Cassayers. 

A 2 



6 SMBABBY TO AVA. 

boatmen, and e softneee of rnuntenance that re- 
sembled more the Bengal than the Birman cha- 
,ratter of fax. Oh inquiry, I learned that they 
were Cassayem, or the som of Cesseyers, who 
.had been brought away from their native county, 
a t  theta when the Birmans carried their predatory 
incumions acrosa the Keenduem. Eastern invad- 
ers, who do not intend to occupy the territorier 

,they overrun, mually adopt the policy of convey- 
away the inhabitants, particularly children, 

Zrn they establii  withii their o n .  dominione, 
and thus acquire additional strength by augment- 
ing the number of their eubjects. This has been 
a practice of Aeiatic warfare from time immemo- 
rial. The last contest of the Engliah with Hyder 
Ally depopulated the Carnatic. Children, und 
they attain a certain age, may be transplanted with 
safety, and will sissimilete to any soil; but nfter 
arriving at the years of maturity, the most lehient 
treatment will hardly reconcile the human mind to 
coercive detention in a foreign country. The spot 
where a person has passed the tender years of life, 
the long r e m b e r e d  and impreseive interval be- 
tween infancy and manhood, be it where it may, 
is ever dear to him. I should willingly have con- 
versed with the Caesay boat people respecting 
their nation, but my situation forbad me either to 
gratify my own curiosity, or sanction the inquiries 
of others. 

At ten o'clock we reached the town of Yanda- 
boo, remarkable for its manufactories of earthen 
ware ; and in the course of the day we passed 
mmy towns and villages, on each side agreeably 
ehaded by trees, particularly by the palmyn and 
the tamarind. Early in. the evening we brought 



to in a creek which leads up to a large h w n  
named Summd-kioum. After dinner Dr Burbanan, 
and myself took a walk along the margin of the 
creek, which carried us to the town hy a wide 
cirauit. We found the houses, though numerous, 
mean, and very irregularly built. The gounda in 
the neighbowhood were embanked for the culti- 
vation of rice. The soil appeared to be good, but 
the inbabitanta expressed the utmost anxiety on 
the subject of rain. Not a drop had yet fallen 
bere, although, in the common course of seasons, 
the monsoon shoulcl have commenced three weeks 
earlier. The poor people were carefully husband- 
ing their rice straw for the support of their cattle, 
large herds of which were endeavouring to pick 
up a subsistence from the. parched blades of gm.e-9, 
in Gelds that were covered with dust instead of 
verdure. The appearance of these animals be- 
spoke exeemive poverty, if not actual famine. 

A t  Summei-kiourn there is the greatest manu- 
factory of saltpetre and gunpowder in the king- 
dom. Here deo is prepared the gunpowder that 
is required for the royal magazines. I t  is the sole 
occupation of the inhabitants. Neither saltpetre 
nor gunpowder are suffered to be exported under 
any  plea ; nor can the smdlest quantity be eold 
without a s$ecial license from some man in power. 

Early in the morning we left the neighbourhood 
of gunpowder and saltpetre. Temples and villages 
lined the banks so thickly that it would be tedioue 
to eoumerate them. At  nine o'clock we stopped 
at Gnameaghee, celebrated for protlucing the best 
tobacco in the Birman empire. Many brick kilns 
w e r e  on fire, preparing materials for building tem- 
ples, of which there +peiareJ to be already a euffi- 



eimt number. Pureuing our journey, we paaeed 
numerous ielands. Some of them were cultivated, 
and had houeee, inhabitants, and treee. Towarda 
evening the wind suddenly mee to a storm. Mr 
Wood and m y l f  reached Sandaht, or Elephant 
Village. Dr Buchanan's boat caaM not make head 
against wind and stream, and dropped an anchor. 

war-boats to hie aid, when the united efforta of 

i 
Perceiving hi situation, I deepatched one of the 1 
both crews soon brought him in safety to  the fleet. 
Sandaht is a mall  town, which, together with the 

1 
lands adjacent, is occupied entirely by the eb- 
phant-keepere belonging to the royal stablee. The 
king is the sole proprietor of all the elephants in 
hi dominions; and the privilege to ride on, or 
keep one of these animals, is an honour granted 
only to men of the very first rank and consequence. 
Hie Birman majesty ki said to possess 6000. In 
India, female elephants are prized beyond males, 
on account of their being more tractable ; but in \ 
Ava i t  is the reveree. Fernalee are never wed on- 
state owaeions, and seldom for ordinary riding, 
which canaee the other sex to be of much higher 
d u e .  I t  rarely happens however that either one 
or the other is to be pnrcbaeed; the king's exclu- 
sive right, and the limited nee that is made of 
them, prevent their becoming an articlh of common 
ale. 

We set out at an early hour next morning. 
Meahmoo, on the western side, appeared from t l ~  
water to be a large town, shaded by groves of 
palmyra trees. I t  ie remarkable for a manufactory 
of mame chequered cotton cloth, such ae ie worn by 
the lower clam of people. Yapadain, a town on the 
eaetern side, was distinguished by several templee, 
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sad a heednew monosta'y. Abmt twelve o ' b u k  
the Shawbunder, wbe, after the interview at Lamp 
hee, had return4 to Ava, w i n  met. us. H e  had 
travelled with great expedition, Lvieg been at 

, cow, and made hi report. The prmeat vieit wm 
8 spontaneous act of civility. H e  posseseed o 
d l  jaghire, or peraosal estate, in the noighbw- 
hood, where he had prepared some refreohmeate, 
pf which he requested I would s t ~ p  to partake. I 
complied with hie desire, and accompanied ki to 

1. 
a bower formed in .a clump of bamboo6 on the 

. bank of the river, and shaded from the sun by ae 
ytificial awning of grw. Here we found a pw- 
fusion of fruits, milk, butter, and preserves, in 
dishes laid out on earpets. A company of danc- 
- h g  girls and musicians from a neighbowing village 
entertained us with tbeir music and gracea. I re- 
mained as short a time as WPB conaietent with ci- 
vility, a d  then pureued my voyage. We pawed 
j, our progress several populous villages pleasapt- 
.ly situated, and adorned with well enclosed gas- 
dens and orchards of ply~tain, guava, and other 
fruit-trees. At  night we brought to at Kioupt* 
loun, where a large temp)e, svounded  by s e v e d  
small building, was the .only object that merited 
particular attention. 

Next day we got under way at the customaq 
hour, and made but slow progress, the wind head: 
iag us so far that the quwe sails of the Birman ' 

boats could not keep full. O m  and poles were 
plied with vigour. The river, which, though it 
bad not yet risen to its utmost periodical height, 
bad overflowed its banks, filled all the water- 
-muraes, ayd inwdated the low grounds adjacent 
to i@ w. As the force of the current lay i r ~  th9 



middle oF the streyn, in erdrr te d d  ih b 
hence we fmpntly navigated through fieklg ia 

1 
\r8ichtlietullgramdre&appsaredabope the 
bmP.oe of the water, and the treee had their stem ; 

h m d  beneath the &mi. The ewelhg of tbe 
I 

Irrewaddy is not intlueucad by tbe quantity of raid 
wkieh f& in the valleys, bat by the terrenta tbat I 
msb down from the m80nta i~ .  N o t w i h d i n g  
the drought in the champaign unmtry had been i 
greater teie yeer than d, the river was swollen 
to its mgnlar height, which, I =as infowed, h 
rsrely fell short of, or exceeded. Indeed, this part 
6f the country is seldom refreshed by cqpions laine, 
but, like Egypt, dependm on the overfiowhg of itl, 
river to fe r t i lb  &e mil. The I r r a d d y ,  darieg 
the mollsoon month, rises and subsides three or 
few times. As our distance &om Ummerapoon 
Bkainiahed, towns snd villages on each aide 
red ~t &ort intervale, that it was in vain to h q d  
the name of each distinct assemblage of houeea 
Each, however, bad ite name, and wae for the moet 
p a t  inhabited by one parti& clrrtls of w p l g  
profe%sing mme separate trade, or fdlo.rring some 
peculiar occupation. We were shown a torob 
erected to the memory of a penmn of high d ish& 
tion, who had been accidentally drowned near that 
plnae fifteen y m  before. I t  was an oblong brick 
building, one story high, with eight or nine doon 
opening tow& the river. Maay beau- tem- 
@ee and kioums would have engaged our atten- 
tion, had we not already seen such numbem, and 
bean assured that all we had viewed fell far short 
of those whieb we should have an opportunity of 
beholding at the capital. We brought to late in 
tbe evening, at the lower landing place of what 



~ ~ t 8 s e i C y e f  Am, aodt$e8&trspolbei 
$1tbeBirmsnqe.  

L1tbeHIorniegI todrshutyr i swofA~ 
r A m  It is divided ioto an upper and l em 
city, both of which are farti6ed. The lower, which 
k the mc#t exteawive, I judged to be about foPr 
miles in circumference. It is p r e  by a wall 
tkby feet. high, at the f d  of which &em b a 
deep and bmsd foeee. The communication bw 
m t h e k t u d  thecmntryia overamouud of 

~ 6 v t h ~ t h e d i t c b , t b . t s u p p o r t e a ~ w . y .  
An emslakaPrrt of ear& in the inside enstains  the^ 
WB€L The npper ar elhlrller fort, which may-be 
dlql the a d ,  pnd dam not exceed a mile in 
L.jFC.it, WP. much stronger, and mare compact thn 
Selowec; b& mitear tbe pace. nor the h e n  
hB a ditch on the aide of the river. The wr& 
am now moul&ing iato deeay; ivy dings to the 
6&1; and hhs, d e r e d  to grow at the bottom, 
d r m i n e  the f o ~ o n ,  sad have already 
 large^ dmem in the diffmmt focee of the fort. Tbe 
materjrb of the howmi, corn- chi* of woed, 
B d , o n t b s ~ & f D r ~ v i u g , b e e u b e e n -  
paded to die new city of Ummorapao~ BE& 
th pound, nnkam,where it is cmered with b b u +  
or d g n w ,  still retains tmcmef h e r  build- 
iagr,andutm&a The linea of the ragol palacs 
~f the Lotoo, or grand cuund hail, the apsrtmentac 
of the wmen, and the spot op which the piasath, 
impgialqim, hadetood, were poi~tedouttoua 
By our gpida. C l m p  of bamboos, a few plantain 
tasss, and tall thorns, omqy the greater +of 
d r s a e r , o f t b i e l P t e l y ~ a p i t a L  We& 
nerved -0 dwellii-houat~~ of Wek and -, 
ohe mf~ of which had fdk in. Thw, mu guide 



mitl, hpd. belorejed 40. Caers, or:foMbbga. 4Xd I 
catering one, we found it inhaBicsd only by b w  
which I w  in out fa&, whibt our e e m  o f 2  smell- 
k g  waa offended by their filth, and by the noiboma 
mildew that hung upon the walls. Numeroue tem- 

on which the Birmsne never lay d @ n e ~  
hands, were dilapidating by time. It ie impossible 
to draw a more striking picture of deeolgtion and 
min. 

Among the religions building8 w i t h  the fm 
one named Shoegnnga Praw, noways diiinpinhed 
for size or taplendour, wag, in forcnsr times, held 
peculiarly d, and is still reverenced above tba 
met. At the present day, when an o&ar of nu& 
is about to enter on a great public tnut, or a new 
aommander is appointed to the army, the oath ot 
JlsgLLnce is administered in this temple with greet 
solemnity-a. breach of which ie c~nsided th 
most heinous crime that a Birman can be piky 
of, and is invariably pnnbhed by the mverest tor- 
tures. How Sheegrurg~ obtained tbis &tinotion 
I.was.not able to learn. We were informed that 
a telllple of much greater magnitude, named Lo- 
eptherpoo Praw, stood a sbort &tanca to tbe 
wentward of the foc~,  in which was a c e l d  figua, 
of Gaudma, formed out of a d i d  block of mubb 
This temple and image we hsd a h t e r  a p p p t p r *  
nity of viewing on our return. I 

Leaving Ava in our rear, the river bseds again 
to the n o r t h d  when the opposite city of Cha- 
gain, a d  the lpkes, the tmete, and the Zofty Pi- 
~10th of Ulnmerapoarq uwte an unapoted * 
slue, and exhibit a h e  catrest to the gloomy d 
deserted walk of tLva Cheg.arn, o n t b e  d. 
side, once too the mat of bnperial r e s i h ,  is 



riftriarl- rt the ib~, s 6 d p ~ ' t m ' t i m  1% 
d,afqpti'hil) that ie broken ihto eepamte emi- 
'mnta~ snd on the EIRM& of each stands s apWl 
. @ w e .  These temples, rising irregtllarly on8 
above another to the top of the monntain, form a 
bixudful aasembiage bf abjects, the effect of which 
is inmemed by their being carefulky whitewashed, 
4 . b p t  iwrepair. As we miled near the oppo- 
site dore,  the sun shone full upon the hill, and its 
Ailected  my^ dioplayed the scenery to the highest 
adrautage; in addition to this, the swdIpJn state 
of the river gave to the wetem the semblance of a 
~t lake, intampreed with islands, in which the 
hmdsaiorm of Ummerapoom aamed to be im- 
mersed. Numberleae boa@ were passing up and 
down, m d  the hotme8 on the werrtern, or rathet 
southern share;appeared, komtheir uninterrupted 
mccession, 60 be a continued town, or the eubnrba 
bf rr oitp: - twelve o'clock we w e  to 4he molrth of the 
abanwl ehat contmunicstes with the lake of Toun- 
mmahn, h u g h  which it*re&ee its waters from 
dm river. ?;he sitnation of Ummerapoom baa al- 
msdy btren described. The eouthern faw of thb 
fbi-t*ia &d, during the rainy setawn, by the 
mes of the lake, and the houses of the city and 
mbdm extend h g  the bank sm far aa the ex- 
*me point of land. Aaoes the lake, and oppo- 
site ito tbe h, etaude the amall village of Tounze- 
mahas new which, in a tall gxuve of mango, pd- 
mpa, and emmaat treee, a d w d l i g  was pre- 
pered far the Baiai6h d q ~ u t h r r .  On enteringhe 
lab, number of b e  that were moored, as 
in &batbow, to avoid the h i l a e m  of the metp 

a V O L  IT. B 



i a g ~ 4 ~ ~ o f t h e i r  - . . 

the height of the artew, which threaten in& 
tion to the wbole city-Jnd the ampbhbatrs af 
i o f t p h i l l a ~ m a r l y d e d ~ l g ~  
pmnted a now31 soene, e x m d q i y  h e r d u g  to 
rrstmger. W e r o a e d t o d t h e g r e w *  
the greater psrt of the fleet weot to the o p p h  
side. On r e a c h  the baPrk, I perceived a war- 
boat beloegins to tbe Ma- of pep, d o ,  I 
nndamtmd, was at the grove waiting anr &vat. 
I wm mired, on landing, by Bab-Skm,  and 
m e  inferior officers. They .ccool@ed me to 
the honse, w w  WE8 situated .Isoat so0 yatds 
rfrom the brink of tb Me, mrebadoaed by I+ 
trees, &at wmpletdy dsfended it from the &- 
diaa~na. Whenwecametotheeatranceafthe 
h d o ,  or balcony, the Maywoon of P-e, dm 
governor of Bamoo, a province bordering on C h k  
ant1 the Woondock before mdoned ,  aelcomad 
me to the capital. Being serted on aqetn ~pread 
dong tbe floor, the wnwmation turned on gePerrl 
Wies .ad M y  E~uapesn geograpb, a 
mbject on which the governor of BBmw appeared 
my deeintns of information. After roae timm, 
dm Waondock, 4iddreaniig himself to me, said, 
t h e t i t i E i e ~ ~ h a d n a b s e n t r t f e r  
man&, at a country d d e n c e  lumed Mseageang, 
where he waa ere* s mapihut temple to 
thew divinity Gaudmq but was erpected to return 
aoon to Unrmempoora; tbat, in the mean ti40, 

instraotione bad been given to hie mbhten, to pro- 
vi& wey thing reqnisite for & oceommodstion 
of the English gentlemen, d &at Babdbae@ 
vrs oommanded to reside mar us, in ordar to mp- 
ply our wants, alKl eomm- our d b w .  



Tat& the Maywoon of Pqpe ImideJ, tlmt the 
&ua inferior Seneg or provkiial under eecretsr 
zk,wbohad.ecompaniednsfromaadgoon,~ 
Jikewine dirseted to attend to om ordem, and, be . 
m g  perams.a whem we wete mmatomed, would 
probably be mo& agreeable to as than entire 
btrangere. 

These polite and hoepitabla attelltione were re- 
acid and acknowledged by me with real satisfac- 
tion ; nor wm it at all diminished by the freedotn 
with which -the Woandock informed me, that it 
was contrary to th8 etiquette of the Birman court, 
for a pkblic minister from a foreign nation to go 
a b w l  before his first audience. H e  therefore 
hoped I would not crm the lake in person, or 
auffer any of my people to do so, until the cere- 
monials were past; but as our customs diiered 
from theire, and the Enropeans habituated them- 
selves 60 take exercise, 1 was at full liberty to 
walk or ride into the country, or over the plains 
that lay between our dwelling and the h'ills, as far 
rs I thought proper ; recommending to me, a t  the 
m e  time, not to go to any great distance, as it 
d d  b eonsidered by the common people in the 
light of a derogation from my own consequence. 
I thanked him for his counsel, which was delivered 

many expreseions of civility, and readily ac- 
quiesced in what he aewred me was an established 
castom. 

Thm uenge of debarring a public minister from 
entering the capital previous to hie h t  formal pre- 
sentation, I understood, wan neither recent nor un- 
common. I t  has long beenfthe known practice of 
the Birman and Siamese governments. Monsiev 



Lenbera makm mention of it in his Acumnt of 
an Embatmy to Siam, sent from the conrt of Loeie 
the Fourteenth. It is founded on that cant& - 
policy which governs all natione eastward of India 
in their intereonrse with foreign states. 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 

PLACE O F  RESIDENCE DESCHIBED-DEPUTATIOX 

FROM CHINA PROVINCIAL-NOT IMPERIAL- 

RHOOM, A BUILDING SOMETIMES ATTACHED 

TO PRIVATE HOUSES-REASON OF  IT-MU- 

NIFICENCE OF  T H E  BIRMAN GOVERNMENT 

-LETTER FROM GENERAL ERSKINE--OPENED 

' BY T H E  BIRMAN MINISTER-APOLbGY-AP- 

PEARANCE OF  THE ADJACENT COUNTRY- 

PARCHED FOR WANT OF  RAIN-CASSAY FAR- 

MERS - WOMEN INDUSTRIOUS - ROW T H B  

BOATS- FOND OF BINGENO--CHINESE MUSIC 

DISCORDANT AND TROUBLESOME-INDOLENCE 

OF THE CHINEBE-KING RETURNS TO T H E  

CAPITAL-ECL1P.m O F  T H E  MOON-REASON 

OF  DELAY-PRIDE OF THE COURT-IT8 FUNC- 

TILIOUSIESS-LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR- 

GENERAL TRANSLATE-PRESENT A MEMO- 

RIAL-EMBASSIES USUALLY CONSISTOF THREE 

-MEMBERS-VISIT FROM THE JUNIOR DEPU- 

TIES FROM CHINA-WHIMSICAL CEHEMONY- 

RETURN THE V I S I T 4 U B J E C T  OF CONVERSA- 

TION. 

As soon as my visitors took their leave, I made 
a m e y  of our new habitation. It was a spacious 

B 2 
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house of one story, raiaed from the ground eom- 
what more than two feet, and bettgr covered than 
' B i i a n  housea usually are. I t  consieted of two 
good sized rooms, and a large virando, or balcony 
The  arti it ions and w& w q p  made of cane mats, 
with latticed windom in the 6ides. The shape of 
the roof was such aa distinguishes the hou~es of 
the noblea. I t  was altogether a comfortable habi- - 
tation, and well adapted to the climate. Mr Wood 
bad a smaller house erected behind mine, and pa- 
rallel to it; and Dr  Buchanan another at rigbt w- 
gles. Small separate hnts were constructed for 
the guard, and for our attendants. The whole was 
ewounded by a stsong bamboo paling, whioh- in- 
c l o d  a raurt-yard. There were two entrances 
by gates, one in front of my house, the otbor brrck- 
wards. At  each of these, on the outuide of the 
paling, was a shed, in which a Binnan g.pprd waa 
posted, to protect UM from thieves, keep off the 
populace, and, probably, to watch and report our 
movements. . 

On the skirts of the same grove, in a line with 
our dwelling, similar houses were erected for three 
Chinese deputies, who had arrived at Ummarrr- 
poora about two months before us. These per- 
eonages were represented as composing a royal 
mission f p m  the imperial city of Pekin; but cir- 
cumstances early led me to suepsct that their wal 
character did not rise higher than that of a pro- 
vincial deputation from Manchegee, or Yunan, the 
south-west province of China, which bordere on 
the kingdom of Ava--a conjecture that was af- 
t e r ~ ~ &  cenfinned. They had accompanied the 
governor of Bamoo, wbich is the h n t i e r  province, 
to Wit$; and I updemtod that Wi h i -  



bMBAS8Y TO AVA.' 19 

a m  WIU to adjust Bome mercantile c o n a m  re- 
lating to the jee, or mart, where the commodities 
of the two empirea are brought and bartered. I t  
was not at all improbable, that the miasion had 
been sanctioned by the authority of the Emperor 
of China, especially as the principal member of it  
<wss a native of Pekin, aad had lately come from 
thence. But the false pride of Qe Birman court 
mggested the puerile * expedient of representing 
it to us as .n imperial embasey ; a distinction to 
which, I waa privately informed from an authentic 
oarce,  it possessed no pretensions whatever. The 
members, however, were treated apprentiy with 
much personal respect and attention. 

The building denominated Hhoom has already 
been described as the official hall of jutice, where. 
h e  members of provincial goVentrnents, and all 

' municipal officers, are accustomed to aaeemble foi 
the transaction of public business. Every man of 
h q ~ h  rank in the Birman empire is a magistrate; 
and hrrs a place of this deecription.md name con- 
tiguous to hh dwelling; but always on the outside 
of the enclosure of his court-yard, and not sur- 
rounded by any fence or railing, in order to msni- 
feat publicity, and show that i t  is the seat of ma- 
jesty and juatice, to which all mankind may have 
free access. An imperial mandate to a governor, 

*'The Chinese scem to have been actuated by a policy 
equally absurd, when they informed Sir George Staunton, 
qt the time of the formal introduction cd Lord Macartney, 
that  ' Ambassadors from Pegue' were present; and that 
' Siam, Ava, and Pcgue mere tributa~y to China ' Such 
unworthy deccptions'not being expected, could hardly be 
guarded againct. Tbe courts of Ava and Pekin appear 
to resemble each other in many points : but in n o w  more 
than in their vanity, whlch often manifests itaelf in aman- 
ner not less ridieulocis than ~wntcmptible. 
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or .a e r h  from s governor to a petty rn-, 
or chid of a s d l  town or dirt, is invariably 
opened and read aloud in thia rsnctihd hall. The 
Birrwrn povernment, in the administr~tion of pabtic 

' f i m ,  d e r s  no eu& thing aa privacy or con- 
cealment. The rhoom is liiewiee sn appendage 
of dignity, as it denotes him to whose Mitotien 
i t  is m e d  to be a person of rank and c o w  

yens. A building of this eort waa erected wit&- 
la a few ysrrls of tbe front gate of our inclasnre. 

For two days after our landing, the boatmen 
and servants were employed in tranqmrting our 
baggage from the boats to the house, and our ti- 
was chiefly taken up in armnging the domestie eeb 
nmny of o w  new mi&nee, in which we found a 
l i b d  pmieion of dl mch neeeessries as the na- 
tivea themuelves rep9ire. My rooms were carpet 

A 

ed, but tbe clmim, tables, kc. were my own. Rice, 
gee (dari6ed b e ) ,  6rewood, and pot0 for dres- 
sing victuals, were enpplied to our people in abun- 
dance. A few stalls, or petty ehops, were esta- 
blished in the grore, to afford the emaller ingre- 
dienta of cookery, each as greena, spicm, sslt, 
tamarinds, &c. Here .Iso tobacco and beetle leaf 
were sold; and to enable o w  attendants to pur- 
ebaee such articles, one hundred taekal, about 1% 
Sterling, were distributed amongst them. Thk 
was an act of munihcence which I with great dif- 
ficulty avoided the obligation of, in my own per- 
son ; but no remonstrance could prevail on the 

. Birman officer to dispense with it in the instance 
of our domestics. 

The delinquent refugees, of whom mention has, 
been made in a former pnrt of this work, as hav- 
ing been m n d e r e d ,  by order of the Governor- 
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te the jmtice of their country, h d  r e a d d  
ramqoonr some weekaprevioua to our arrival. P 

The Birman gaard that eeconted hem had br@ 
a ie#a directed to me from G e n d  Emkine, the 
English commander at Chittigong. This letter the 
B i a n  minister, rm it wua alleged, th roqb  m k  
take, but more probably by deaign, eaueed tcr be 
opened, and procured a translation fiom m Awe* 
nisn interpreter. The circmtance was rep& 
to the king, who odered that tho letfer ahouki be 
aafely deposited in the Lotoo, and given to me on 
my arrival. The royal injunctions were punctu- 
aUy obeyed. An ofiiwr, in hie d m s  of ceremony4 
bought  it over. A proposal was h t  made, that 
I should go myself to the rhoom, solicit ihs reatom. 
tion, receive it wan act of grace, and do homage 
ta the king, by bomq with my fsce towards the 
palace. From this I entirely d i i n t e d ,  8e the 
eanee of complaint was with me, and uen6denca 
had in some measure been violated by their break- 
ing the seal. I do not imegine that the pmpo& 
tion originated from any ~nthoriby~ se i t  ww im- 
mediately given op, and the letter, in a silk wrap  
per, was formdly presented to me on a tny,  by 
the officer who conveyed it  aeross the lake. 1 

Beiq now comfortably lodged, we had leisure 
to take a view of the eircumjacent countny, and 
dmerve the objects that immediately surrouuded ues 
Behind the grove in which we lived was a smooth 
extemive plaii, intersected by tbe embankments, 
or what, in the past year, had been. fields of rice, 
but which promised, this s e w n ,  to be an v r a -  

-dnctim waste, owing to the uncomMon drought. 
Notwithstanding the spot we were on waa elevatn 
ed very little above tbe p m n t  level of the laka, 



ccL;a i d  asw w l y  ~.rsthed its atinat 
the p n d  wrrs par* up, -and divided kta 

~ f i p m w a n t ~ f ~ .  Darkandrugged ~~ &mtt eight milea distant, boandyl tbs 
)mspecttethemuth-M Ssrsnlarmllvilbgmt 
were n u t t e d  wer the plain, and on the skirts st 
tbe gmw, inimbited, aa we sere informed, 
d v e  Campa,  or tbe of Caaryan, 
rbo had been arried mtoaptivity by tbe B- 
iawdarr dnring heir pned.tmy ~ b i o m  
t8e Kesndnem. 
The Seree who me & d , h  dl& 

people, whom be a%, baa M e  
nipore, the +td of Cawsay, were in generd be- 
s m e  reamciled to their state of s e n i t d e ,  owbg 
to %u having been bm+t away very young from 

own wantry. The mperior industry and 
skill which tbey poesess over the B i i a n s  in dii- 
k n t  b r a n c h  d: handicraft, supplid them with 8 
tmuktabh mbrietence. Thoae in our neighbom- 
hood were hnmrs and gardenets, who cultivated 
pldse, greens, onions, and mch vegetables aa B i i  

pae. These lutkh they tranapofl at .a 
early bonr saoes the laka to the aty, wbere tbq 
6 1  them in the muket, and bring home the pm+ 
dace at night. Thm businese is loostly perform- 
ed by females. One man, commonly a pereon in 
yeare, accompanies each boat, in which, atamding 
erect, he acts PB steersman, whilst tbe women, 
mmally from ten to fourteen in number, sitting 
with their l e p  acroea, rtnv short o m ,  or use pad- 
dles, according to the ~ize of the vessel. When 
they eat out in a morning, they pro& in siknce ; 

rehvning at night, thoy join in jocund chma, 
h e  the stmke of their oars to tbe bus of 



mng. We were seraadd every ew&g 
b i n  dgsk till tan o'clock by e d v e  p a r h  d 
casse joyens females, whose ebsins, $lough 
pW, were almp mehdiow and pl-. 
The Bhmm, both men trnd women, are ford of 
&ging whilst at work. I t  lightens them labpur. 
fi Song eweatem toil, how rude soe'er the mmd. 
U n f d y  ow masic wes not codbed to these 
p i n g  cbantreeses. There were other perfarmem; 
kssegreesble,nesrerto~le. Onr*hbanre,tlid 
deputies from Ching unluckily for the repoee of 
those h m  Brits& happened to be mateurn is 
their way, and had amongst their dependants a aw 
lect bend of munickme, such m I certainly had 
wver h a d  equalled. It is impdble  to describe 
the herrible noises dhat k e d  from gongs, e q  
uymbds, an inetnunent with two sbrings, which may 
be called a fid48, and soaething like a clarionet, 
rbrrt sent forth a sound more gpsting to the qw 
than dl the rest. Thie wae their constant noctnrd 
d amwement, which never ended before mid- 
aigbt, and - not onca remitted till the priqci- - 
pd personnge of embamy became m indiepow- 
ed that he wuld endure it no longer. WMet be 
lingered, we en& yed tranquillity ; but after hie ded 
cease the concert recommeaeed, and cantinued, to 
amr gnat annoyance, till they quitted the gore  to 
mtam to their native wuntay. 
Tbe opposite habite of different nations were here 

&kingly evinced in the dieeimilarity between the 
manners of tbe En h, and those of the Chinsse. 
The latter never le ? the precincts of their habit+ 
tion, or manifested a desire tp leave it, except to 
loll in eaay cbnirs, and smoke their l q g  p i p  in 
die mloftbpeveningontbe mu& oftbe& 



W ~ W O  s t w  baed wds id 
. ~ Q w .  The EagliRh gentlemen aecbtamed theme 
esivea either to walk or ride dime or fenr m i h  in 
the momme; before breakfarst, and the same & 

. w e  in the aftmoon--a circuraebtm that did not 
escape the notice of the Uirmene. My eustomafy 
route was in a southern direction, over pathway0 
tbat led through rice blds, in my re* malung a 
circuit along the green border of h e  lake. Al- 
though there wae not the least cause to apprehend 
either injury or insolence, I was always attended in 
my e~cursiona by six or eight wldim, aid  by as 
many of my private servants, armed with sabres, 
who seemed to attract no Leas notice than myself. 
When I met any of the natiyes, particularly wo- 
men, they squatted down in the posture of respect. 
A8 ~oon aa the novelty of my appearance had a 
little worn off, I ww tubl that they were still anxi- 
ous to know why a person w&hing hie own 
a m w e a t ,  and m a r  of his own time, should 
walk so fast; but on being infsimed that I wae 
" a Colar, " or stanger, and that it was the cue-. 
tom of my couptry, they were reconciled to thb,, 
as well aq to every other act that did not coincide, 
with their own prejudices and usage. 

In a few daya the return of the k i  was an-, 
nounced by the discharge of rocketa, and by the. 
general bustle that so important an event caused 
among all classes of people. We saw nothing of 
the display ; which we understood, on this oc;.. 
caaion, w& not at  all pompom. 1 

The period of our arrival occurred at a junctare' 
that supplied the Birman .court with a plausible 
eXCW for postponing the consideration of public, 
business, and delaying my formal recepsion, as well 
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e ~ u i n g  mpnth thepsrePsrw & be an e & p ~  .of h e  
ppcqgao op#retjon .of qatqre which-they asolibe ta 
$he interferqce of e, waligant deqvn. Ou a 4 1  
au occasion, affairs of state, and alllnlportant matt& 
of bqabees, that will admit of procrastinc+tion, ar6 
~ u t  off to the following month. The astrologers 
were assembled to coqj+ult on the first fortunate 
day sf* the lapse of that inauspicious moon, when 
they discovered that the seveuteenth of the month 
Touzelien, corresponding with tho 90th of August, 
wrl(l the earlieat that would occur ; d that day WJUI 
ywrdingly appointed for the public qception of 
the English embasey. 

Caution and policy had, perhaps, as ,great a 
share with the Birmane as supel.stition, in thus re- 
tarding the ceremony of our introduction. I t  - 
to them a novel incident. They were clpirow to. 
penetrate thoroughly into tha objecta we had in- 
view, before any part of the subject ewe into 
formal &cussion. They mjght probably also wish 
to lave an opportunity to judge of our nationel 
character, and to determine, from our contluct, in 
what manner to regylate their oyp. If such were 
their motives, they were consistent with that as- 
gacity which I found inva~iahly displayed by the, 
Bhwn government, in all its reeolutiona.and acts 
of a public nature. 
_ But the prevailing charac'te~istic of the Birmsa 
court is pride. Liks the sovereign of China, hie 
majesty of Ava acknowledges no equal. Indeed, 
is is the fixed ~ r i n c i ~ l e  of all nations eastward of 
Be&, to consider foreign ministem ae supolianta 
- VOL. 11. C 



.Qb EMBASSY 'PO AVA. 

or- to solicit pmtection, not rrs repewcrt&hd 
who may demand mh-em ; rather ae trsesa$ te 
reader honuge, than 3 persoes rested with mi- 
W t y  to treat on equal tewa Of tbie specem J 
W w  early apprised, and lalt no dieappointment a8 
b r i n g  of a genwal rumom cnrrent among the 
higher m h  of Birmans, tbat a deputy had ar- 
tived from the English government, bearing tdn& 
for 'or king. Reporta ef thia nature were no 
ptherwiee regarded, than ae sn admonition to mi- 
plate my actions with s ~ ~ p u l o n s  ciremnepeetiaa 

Am- other regulationn of this p a  
murt, I wan given to und-d, that it wan aoS 
customary for the king to receive any letter in 8 

formal manner witbout b e i i  previooesly apprieed 
eF its contents. Tliis created some difficulty iq 
reepect to the letter from tbe Gownaor-ged, 
which was at length sunmounted by an agreement 
en my part to admit of ampy  beiig made in my 
pn?aell~~ ; but it .mrrr stipulated by them, that it 
shoal4 be trammiid in the rhoom adjacent to my 
boere, and not in my fivata residence. In tbi. 
propod I acquiesced; and accorcl'ily s formal 
deputation, eoasinhg ot seven or eight officers of 
dtate, was direcM m procaul to tbe rhoom, where 
they were to open the letter, snd me it propedy 
humxibad. These pemmqp cama with much 
parade, apparelled in their rabes of ceremony. On 
landing, they weked directly to the rhoom, and, 
hving taken their seats, sent a Terremgee, or in- 
M o r  officer, along with Baba-Sheen, to reQosst I 
w d d  come, and b- with me the Govmwr-ge- 
n d s  letter. I obeyed this summone, accompa- 
nied by the ether gentlemen, and our d attan& 
pnta On ente i i  the rhoom, I w civilly de- 



Ilirsd, aotbeocessionwma mlem~~me, tomeke 
.beisonce bwards tbe PiMgtb, or spirs ef the ro* 
grrlPce, which was more than two miles d h e - p  
mremony- tbat I coglplied with by d i g  my 
right h a d  to my head, and making a slight id+ 
&a of my body, after the manner of the Ma 
bomedan t3alnam. Being seated, I delivered tha 
letter, which was writted in English and in Per- 
mian, to the Woondock, or superior o5cer. b 
w m i m d & e l y ~ e c t b y a n e c r ~ ; m d r a  
W i w  herpreter, named Muckateea, who 
opoke and wrote EngliOh fluently, was ordered to 
make a copy in English, w h h t  a Mu88ulmau moow 
ebee made anothea in Persian. When the writing 
was finiihed, I delivered a paper, which I desired 
might be laid befere his Majesty's council, de- 
&-atmy, is p n d  terms, of tbe friendly wishea 
oprl vjRIRB of the Governot-general in deputing me - 

the B i i a n  and exprming my d e h e  @ 
maintain a con6dentiaI interwnuw with such pm 
serts EE hie M+y, or bie a w c i l ,  should think 
i"v==o- 

The bu8ineee being mt luded ,  I returned to my 
bow, d received a ceremonious visit from the 
Bh.mM office+ among whom tbere were some 
pemmagea of high &tiecsn. A Woondock, bat 
awt the one that met me at Pagah~.~, preeided Tho 
eraster ef the elepttPnte, the OM governor of Peea- 
Ire+, two Seredogwe, or aecretariw) of atate, 
nnd mme other office- whose- names and stations 
I did net leam, were preaent. Their robes, which 
were very aaeeful, were pade  either of velvet ar 
tlowered satin, with wide b o d i i  and l o w  sleeves, 
.They were dl inveated with the chain of ybili4y, 
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md ware q . ~  covered with light green 8afFety. 
Three of higher rank than the rest, had a wreath 
of gold leaves encircling the bottom of their cap$ 
not unlike the stmwberry leaves in a ducal corw 
met. Their attendants, who were numerous, car- 
ried a variety of utennils, such as their beetle box, 
'water tlaggon, drinking cup, and spitting pat ; of 
,which latter, from their filthy pmctice of chewing 
beetle, tbey stood in conetaut need. I regaled 
-them with tea, and English rsapberry jam epread 
'on biscuits. Although they praised, I do not 
think they much relished our preeerve; they ate 
mparingly, and refreshed themselves vrith oopioue 
bowls of tea, unadulterated either by cream or 
*v- 

About this time the Chinwe minister, who hes 
already been mendioned es labouring under severe 
hdispoeition, sent me a polite meseage, express- 
ing his r v t  that he had it not in his power 
to visit me in person ; but that his two colleagues 
would wait on me whenever I should be at leieure 
to receive them. I returned my ecknowledgmenb, 
and sppointed the following day. 
! I t  is customary among nations eaetwd of Ben- 
gal, when a public deputation is eent to a fmeign 
court, to nominate three members, who condtute 
a council. Although the president or chief of these 
is invested with all the power, and controls the 
proceedings of the rest, yet the distinction between 
them is not so wide rm to preclude the junlom 
from a high degree of consequence being attached 
to their stations ; andah case of the demise of the 
principal, the senior Burvivor executes all diplo- 
matic funirtions, thns widely guarding ,a@;rrinst any 
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impediment which a cssnalty might &row in die 
-3-fn-s 

The two JUIUOT members of the Chiaeee depu- 
tation came at the uppainted how, y i e d  
by seven or eight attendank Tbas m no p 
mnage on cad eo selemn cmd cmmwnh PI a 
Chinese o&er of state. Hie dippity ia paemed 
by plpround dence, when oec- d e r r  
it 7 to exercise the faculty of epeeeb, 
wlnch m alwaye slow, n n , ~ w p ~ ,  and d.1L E m  
gentlemen, in the familisrity of private lii, seldom 
depart fmm their gmvity, or rehx into a smile. 
On enterhrg a room where here ie colnpany, good 
heeding is erin'ced by a modest bat pehmmya 
refusal to sit down till the mastar d the house UJ 

&st seated, which mntd be an equal violdon of 
decorum on bin part. Thie e, I wrs toM, 
eometimes produces r very ludimun emne, and 
the peata are m o t  un6equently obliged to be 
d q g w l  to their c h ,  and piaEed in them h o o t  
by cornpuleion. My ham bekg h u t  to & 
go some alterdon, I hd cauned a suite of testa, , 
which I hod brae with me, to be pitched fer 
our tempolary ~CCOISWIMAE~ In these I made 
rneagementa to receive my vkhw~, who were 
d t o t h u i r  ir Onentwing~ddeoroftbe 
marquee, they botb made an ab'opt etap, and re- 
&tee all eolkitation to advance to rboire, that 
M been prepued for &em, mtil I shonkl first be 
secrted. In this dilemma,Dr BmEhsnan, who hrrd 
vi&d Chim, a d W  me what wm to be done. 
I immediately seined an the foremoet, whilcC tbs 
Doc$or himself gmppled with the eeoond. Thus 
we eeon fixed them in their mta, both particg 

c 2 
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daring tlrs streggle, repeating Chin Chin, Chin 
Chin, the Chinese term of ealutation. The con- 
versation was not at all lively or intereeting ; for, 
tbough I aat between tbem, our worde had to make 
P wide circuit before they reached earh other's 
comprehension. I spoke in the language of Hin- 
doetan to a Mrtssnlman who underetood Bi ian ,  
he delivered it to a B i  who epoke Chineee, 
tbia Birman gave it to the h t  official domestic, 
who repeatedit to hie master in the Cl~ineee tonpe.. 
Our wines, port, claret, and madeira, all excellent 
of their kind, were served up. Them, however, 
were too cold for Chinese palates. My v h i m t s  
did net seem to relieh, them; but when cherry- 
brandy was introduced, their approbation wan ma 
bifeoted by the antisfaction with which each of them 
s d o w e d  a large g l w  full of the liqwrr: They 
bated ow tea, and, before they departed, politely 
presented me with some fans, two ar three piecee - 
of silk, two small boxer, of tea, and three bottlen 
of ahouehou, a very fiery spirit distilled from rice, 
of which the Chinese are extremely fad. I re- 
tamed the visit on dm following d ~ ,  and was * 
ceived with m much pomp and ostentation ss cir- 
cnmstanees would admit. In front of the h ~ a a  a 
eilk ensign waved, on which was embroidered tbe 
imperial dragon of China, and at their gate were 
euepended whipe and chaine, importing the power 
which the -owner poaseseed to inflict w ~ o d  
punidment. The two junior memberemetme at  the 
tbrenhdd of the.r habitation, apologized for the 
unavoidable abeence of the chief pereonape, and 
introduced ma into a han, the walls of which were 
concealed by sc~eena of eilk, and the rbPirs wvered 
with loose pieces of sotin. This interview was 



rendered more h r e e t i n g  than the h e r ,  by a 
spontaneona queetion on the part of the senior 
Chineae, to know whether I heard of the safe 81- 
h l  of Lord Madertney in England. Hie Lordship 
having left China only the preceding year, it was 
not pmible to have had acbounts of his reaching 
.England, and %he isme of his LotdsLip's negocia- 
tions was at  that that time wholly unknown. Con- 
mquently, being unacqasinted both with the ob- 
jectdl and event of that splendid mission, I felt my- 
self rather on delicate ground in regard to the in- 
qviriea which I, on my part, wiehed to make. In 
order to draw some conclusion from their die- 
c o m e ,  I enemreged them to pursue the topic, by 
asking how his Lordship's health had borne she 
vicirrritades of climate? They re*, that t&y 
oaly h e w  of the em- from report, and seem- 
ed re luct~t  to enter into pmienlsrs, with whi&, 
it is probable, they were entirely nnacqneinted. I 
did not, therefore, prees the mbject farther ; but I 
was not d e r e d  to remain long in doubt what their 
santimenta were. Chinese vanity scarcely yields 
to that of the Birmana. Here was an opprtunitp, 
by exaggemtion and misrepresentation, of indulging 
thsir own pride at the expenee of the Endish na- 
tien, which, in the aeoounta cirenled by them st 
Urnmerapoom respecting the embaesy to China, 
thep did not negl~ct. They treated ue with tea 
and sweetmeats, and smoked their long pipee with 
anrelared selemnity. I repaid their civilities by 
giving them some broad cloth and b d y ,  8d 
took my leave. 

The alterations in my own dwellinp, which I 
had suggested, were quickly carried into effect ; 
and, by md order from the Lotoo, or p d  cotin- 



cil, a d l  additional building, of a apsre ~OTIIE, 

md misad from tho ground, wmt erected within 
tbe enelowre of oar mart, for the reception of,& 
preeenta intended for his +y. I was given te 
underatad tbat this building was meant 8s a cem- 
pliment to what they thought proper to term E- 
mong themselves, " tribute from the King of Eng- 
land ; " but ae no ench arrogant m p t i o n  wan 
ever publicly profeesed, I codd not take d c e  ef 
mere rumow. It was, bowever, prirataly inti- 
mated to me, that keeping ow Wnta pitched, WORM 
be. unmided by the court in tbe light of a mikc- 
tion mpon ita hospitality ; and an infarenee waakl 
be tbsrsm from it, that we were dieemtentad with 
ouf utat ion.  I immediately ordered the mar- 
q m e e a t o b e . t m c l t , m t h i q b e i e g ~ ~ m y  
h t i o n  thPn to give umbrage, or exprsae dm- 
dnhction, far wbicb indeed, in tlm prsoent in- 
st.ace, thew wm carbinly no ground. 

The i a d  &us ehupeed betasen the time ot 
ar Utid at U m m ~ ~  snd of ow fomd 
indnctitm et cgllzt, afF& TIE leisxue to aoqpiFs 
ntnne irmight into thecuatom, xdigiolls teneta, 4, 

, m o d  economy of tbe Bk.lrran nation. Iasboad, 
~ a l f ~ u p  t h e h  bysnnnim* 
snt j d ,  in whicb the wta ef me dsy d i M  
htlittlefroathoaeef hpleoerling, Ie lml lde  
dieate a few pagee to a,more gene.d ~aoun6  ef 
& coantry, aud endeavov, ss f.r ae QW ova eir- 
d b e d  and tlre infomatian d o- 
h, embled ne, to ill-te the ebsRBter of thia 
people from thew manners and their utate of so- 
cietp, from the propem which the arts had d e ,  
r s t l . 6 ~  the umges of the inhabitants in common 
l ie .  
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CHAPTER 111. 

RELIGION OF THE BIRMANS-THEIR LAWS- 

JT~R~SDIU'PION O F  TRE METROPOLIS-LAWYERS 

-THE ROYAL ESTABLESHMENT-COUh'CIL OF 
BTAl'E-OFFICBRS-HONOURS NOT HERED* 

. TARY-INSIGNIA OF RANK-DRESS-REBEbf- 
' . =LANCE TO THE C H I N E S & M A R R I A Q ~ P &  

VRALS-POPULATION-REVENU%. 

AFTER what has been written, there m be. lit& 
necessity to inform my readers, that %he Binnaa 
m e  Hindnos : not votaries of M m a ,  but eectarier 
of Boodh, whi& later is admitted by Hindooe af 
dl1 deecriptioas to be the ninth Atam, or a%- 
w t  of the Deity in his capacity of preserver. H e  
refemed the doctrines contained in the Vedas, 
and severely censured the sscrifice of cattle, or 
depriving any being of life. H e  is talled.the au- 
thor of happinew. His plam of residenee was 
discmered at G q a  in Bengal, by the illustrious 
Amnra, t renowned amongst men, " who caused 
an image of the supreme bod.) to be made, and 

Sir P'illiam Jones on the Gods of Greece Italy, and 
India 

t See the translation of a Shanscrit inscription on a 
&one found in  the temple of Boodh, at Gaya, by Mr 
WilLins. Asiat. Research. Vol. 1. 



be wodipped it. Reverence be anto thee in tke 
form of Boodh ; reverence be ooto thee, Lord of 
t b a d ;  reverencabeantothee, a u I d w  
of the Deity ; and, Eternsl One, r e v e m  be anto 
thee, 0 God, in the form of Mercy. " 

Gotma, or Gontnm, .ecordiq to the Hindom 
of India, or Gaudma, among h e  inhabitante of tba 
more eastern par* is slid + to have been a philoeo- 
pber, and is by the Birmsne beliived to have fl& 
ed about. a300 t yema- sgo. He t&t, in tbe 
Indian whola, the heterodox r e 1 ' i  and phil.so- 
pby of Boodh. The image that repnee* Boo& 
is celled Gaudma, or Goutam, wbich in now a 
d y  received appellation of Boodh b i d .  
Thiaieoegsistbeprimaryobjcxtof wornhipixad 
countrim sitp.ted between Bengd aud Chinr The 
sectariea of Boodh contend with those of Brabma 
far tbe honour of antiquity, and am cmtaidy f a  
mare nmmmms. The C+em in Ceylon era 
B0odhiet.d tbe pnresteonrce, d tbeBi rmvr  
rchwlenge to h v e  origidly m i v e d  their k 
l&n from that ielend. It wss brought, nyr tk 
Bldmm,  first from Zeheo (Ceylon) to Arrsm, 
a d  them wss introduced into Aw, and p M y  
into Chins ; for the B i  aaeert with d- 
tbrr the Chiasse are Bodbds.  

Thia is a cwions dject of inrdptiea, d 
the concnrrent testimony of circamstaneee, added 
to the opinion9 of the moet intelliint writere, seexu 
to leave little daubt of the fact. It cannot, how- 

* Sir W i l h  Jona on the Gads of G m  Ihly 
and India. 

f This agrees with the account of the q u -  
Won given hy Ks~mpfrr. . 

# Tbe Binnons call Ceylon Zuhoo. 
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ever, be demonstrated beyond the poesibiity d 
a;Bpute, till we shall have acquired a mom perfed 
knowledge of Chine88 letters, and a readier 
to their repoaitoriee of learning. Little can at 
present be added to the lighte caat on the subject 
by the late Sir W i l l i i  Jon- in hie Diseonree de- 
liveqed to the Asiatic Society on the Chin- 
That great man hm expreeeed his conviction in 
poeitive terms, that " Boodh wae unquestionably 
the Foe of China," and that he waa a h  the god 
of Japan, and the Woden of the Goths-an opi- 
pion which correapdnds with, and is perhaps grait 
ed on, the informationof the l d  and laborioas 
ampfe r ,  * corroborated afberwarde by his own 
mmuchea. On whatever grounds the latter infer- 
ence rests, it will not tend to weaken the belief 
of hie ht position, when I obeerve tbat the Chinese 
deputiee, on the occasion of our introduction to the 
Seredaw or high priest of the B i i a n  empire, p m  
f ~ ~ t e d  themeelves before him, and afterwar& dor7 
ed an image of Gaudma with more religione fer- 
vow than mere politeness, or acquiescence in the 
-me of another nation, would have excited, 
The B o w  also of China, like the Rhahaans of 
Aya, wear yellow as the secerdotal wlour, and in 
m y  of their customs and ceremonies there q 
betrsoedaeQikingMtude, 

i k  Speaking of the Budz, or SeaL., of the Japmge. 
Kce.mpfer says, 6. I have strong reasons to believe, both 
r fmm the afEn~ty of the name, and the rery nature of thia 
6 religion, tbat its author and founder is the v e q  same per- 
* son whom the Brunins call Rudhs, and believe to k, 
6 the essential spirit of Wishna, or their deity, who nude 
I his ninth apparance in the world understhie namc The 
1 Peguem call h i  &mans Khutcuaan. Hist J a m  
& ~ k  IV.  ch. 6. . . Rutillg 



Whatever may be the antiquity of the worship 
of noodh, the \vide extcnt of ~ t s  recc.ption cannot 
br cloubted. T l ~ e  rnost autl~entic xvritrr * on the 
eastc.1-n peninsula calls tlre i l n q e  of tiau(lma, as , 
mor-l~ipprd 1)y the Siamere, Sonlona-cotlom. Be- 
ing unacq~~ainted wit11 the language of Siam, n-hilliclr, 
from so ul~ort a residence as fonr montl~s, it nrae 
impossible he could have acquired, lie confounds 
tmo distinct words, Somona, and Codom, signify- 
i n g  Codom, or Galidma, in his incarnate state. The \ 

&&rence between the letten C and G may easily 
]lave arisen from the mode of pronunciation in dif- 
ferent countries. Even in the Birman manner of 
l~ttering the word, the distinction between these let- 
ters is not very clear. The Boodh of the Indians and 
the Birmans is pronounced, by the Siamese, Poot!~, 
or Pood ; by the vulgar, Poo ; nrllich, without any 
violence to probability, might be conveited by the 
Chinese into Foe. * The Tamulic termination en, aa 
lLlr Chambers remarks, creates a striking resem- 
blance between Pooden and the Woden of the Goths. 
Every person who has conversed with the natives of 
India, ltnows that Boodh is t l ~ e  Dies Mercurii, the 
Wednesday) or JVoden'~ clay, of all Hindoos. 

' Treating on the introduction of Boo& into China; tKe 
srme author says, About the year of Christ 518, one 
a D a m ,  a great saint, and twenty-tbird rurresror oil .tk 
1 holy see of Seaka (Budha), came over into China from 

Seitenseku, as the Japanese writers explain it, that is, 
from that part of the world which lies westward with w - 
gard LO J a m ,  and laid, properly sperking, the first firm 

f foundation of the Buddoism in that mighty empire. ' 
Book 1V. ch. & 

Loubere. 
f M. Gentii asserts, that the Chin- admit, by their. 

own accounts, that Foe, their object of wordup, was on-. 
1 ginally brought from India 
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Ckme)o6)r, heweper, &h mud alwags he ac- 
cepted ss a surer wide te truth, than i n f e r n  
drawn from the resemblance of words, and etymo- 
logioal r e w ~ g ,  deea not, to my mind, d i c i e n t  
ly e.nt~Blieh thst W h  and Woden were the mma 
The period of the ninth imsrnstion of V i e h  was 
long pntemdent to the erieteam of the deified 
hem of h d i n a r i L  6ir W i l l i i  Jaeea bier- 
mfnes the period when Boo& aapeaPacl en tbe 
mth to he 1014 yearn Wore tbs birth of CAiriat. 
Odin, or Wodw, Bomkhed at a pe.lllod net rery 
distant fram OUY SmvioPu, nuel waa, a c d i  to 
sane, a emtemporary of Pornpey and of J d b  
hC The author of the Northern Antiquities 
places him 70 y m  after the Chditan era Even 
the Birman Gaudma, e o n f o r d y  to tbeir ar.emrt& 
mast have lived above 500 y a m  before Woden. 
Srr immease a eprce uan h d l y  be enpposed to 
hare hen orerlooked ; but if the suppodbn TQ- 
fen, net to the wador of the Narth, bat to the 
origipal deity 1)Bin, the atkbatee of the latter am 
am wid~ly o p e d  to thoee of Boodh, who was 
himreg only an iecaraatioa of V i i  na the dater 
are incongraomr. The deity, whom doctrines wete 
hrduced. into Scandimvia, was a god of terror, 
and his vntslies cwied deedstbn and #ha a w d  
throughout whole regions ; but the Ninth Avatar* 
brsnght the peaceful olive, aad came into the 
world for the eole purpose of preventing ssnguin- 
ary wtS. These apparent inwnsistenciea will na- 
turally lead ua to hesitate in acknowledging Boodh 

See the aocount of the Ninth Avatar, by the h v .  
Mr Mauri~ ,  in his History of HindostPn, VOL 11. 
Puts 

VOL. 11. n 2 
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and Woden to be the same person. Thew due- 
t$nea are oppoeite, and their e m  are widely a- 
mote. 

H d  that dietinpished @us, * whose learn- 
ing eo lately illumined the East, been longer spsr- 
ed for the instruction and de l i i t  of mankind, he 
would probably have elucidated this o b d t y ,  and 
have removed the duaky veil that atill hangs over 
the religioun legends of antiquity. The ~ubject, t 
as it n w  stand., affords an ample field fo~indulg- 
ing in pleasing theories, and fancifol speculatione ; 
and aa tbe probability increasee of being abk to 
tram all forms of divine wornhip to one muxed and 
primed source, the inquiry, in proportion, be- 
C M K ~  more interesting, and a&ns a eain of 
aerioua ideaa in a reflecting mind. - 
. I t  would be as unsatisfactory as tedioua, to at- 

tempt leading my reader through the maza of 
mythological fable, and extsamgant allegory, in 
which the Hindoo religion, both Bnuninid and 
Boodhic, is enveloped and olmaued. I t  may be 
sa5cient to observe, that the Bmmm believe in 
the Metempeychosis, and that, after having un- 
dergone a certain n u m b  of transmigmtions, their 
eouh will at last either be rewived inta their 
O l y m p  on the mountain Mem, $ or be sent to 

* I need hardly observe, that I mean Sir William 
Jon- 

t General VaUancey, so justly celebrated for hi know- 
ledge of the antiquities of his country, has expressed hi 
perfect conviction that the Hindoos have becn in Britain 
and in Ireland. See Major Ouseley's Oriental Collec- 
tions, Vol. 1 I. MucIi attention is certainly due tu such 
mpeaatlle authority. 

t &lei-II properly denotes the pole, and, according to the 
lva~ned Captain Wilford, it  is the celestial north pole of 
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d r  tmbenta in a phcs of divine punbbments. 
Mercy they hold to be- the first attribute of the 
divinity : " Reverence be to thee, 0 God, in the 
f m  of Mercy ! " and they womhip God by ex- 
teaJbg mercy unto all his creatures. * 

Tb'e laws of the Birmans, l i e  their religion, 
are Hind00 ; in fact, there is no wpruating their 
18we from their religion. Divine authority reveal- 
ed to Menu the sacred principles in a hundred 
thowand sloces, or verees. Menu promulgated 
tb3 d e .  Namerow commentariee * on Menu 
were composed by the Munie, or old philosophers,. 
tRBoee treatises conetitute the Dherma Gastra, or 
W y  of law. 

The Birmnne generally call their code Derma 
Sath, or Saatnr; it is one among the many com- 
menloriee on Menu. I waa so fortunate aa to 
proeure a translation of the mmt remarkable pas- 
sae;es, which were rendered into Latin by Padre 
V'i-iwJ Sangormano, and, to my great surprise, 
I found it to camqond closely with a Persian 
TC&UI of the Arraean code, which ia now in my 
posseseion. F m  the inquiries to which this eir- 
cemstanca gave rise, I leamed that the laws, aa 
well re the religion of the B h a n s ,  had found 
teek way into the Ava country from A m ,  and 
came onginally from Ceylon. j- The Binnan eys- 

the Hindom, round which they place the garden of Indra, 
and describe it as the seat of delights. 

The code of Gentoo laws, tran~lated by Mr Halhed, 
I am informed, is a compilation from the different com- 
mentaries on Menu, who was 's the grandson of Hramah, 
b e  first of created beings, " and whose work, as translet- 
ed by Sir William Jones, is the ground of all Hindoo ju- 

"7' rudence. 
As an ineon~tab le  prwf that the Binnans acknow- 
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tern of juri!qMudedd id fepletC With 86Md W U d u  
ty, and, in my opinion, is dintinguiebdd bbbva B D L ~  
other Hindoo comrnehtai for perapiCnftp d 
good s e w .  I t  provides specifically far 
every qeciea of crime that can bb committed, snd 
adds a copiotm chapter of pretadenta &#d deci- 
smnn, to guide the inexperienced, in edws where 
there ia doubt and difficulty. Trial by otdeal ulct 
itnprecation are the ohly a- 
b o k ;  bat on the mbject of 

em, offensively indecent. Like the immo:- 
ena, i t  tells the prince hnd the m ~ t r r a e  

their duty, in languag austere, mstlly, end ener- 
getic ; and the exhortation at the close ib dt bnce 
~ioble and pious. The following emnctd wil l  
&!me ss a specimen : 
' A cmntry may be said to resemble mllk, ta 

which oppression icr like to mtet. W h  t n ~  
* ter ia mingled with milk, its WBemCsa imme- 
' diately wnishm. h the abme rnamer, bpprcs. 
' sioh destrop a fair and t i d i n g  cumtry. The 

royal Surkaab @ will only inhabit 6 h ~  c-1- 
* stream ; so a prince can never pl.osper in 8 die- 
' tracted enlph. By drinking p w  mllk, the 
' body ia strengthened, and the palate ie grWIed ; 
' but when mingled with water, p l m  no low 
ledge the superior antiquity of the Cingalese, and the re- 
ception of their religion and laws from that qua-, the 
%Ing of Ava hns sent, within these few yeara, at separate 
h e s ,  two messengers, persons of lea& and respecta- 
bility, to Ceylon, to procure the origind%oks on which 
their leUeb are founded; and, in one instaece, the Bile 
man minister made an official application to the Gover- 
nor-gqn-1 of India, to protect and a s k t  the person 
charged with the commis6ion. 

Bittarn. S u r h b  in Persian term, used by the 
%hornedan translator. 
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& fd, aud tbe springs of health gradually de- 
' cline. 
' A wise prince resernbl~e a sharp sword, which 

' at a single strolte cuts through a pillar with such 
' keennew that the fabric still remains unshaken. 
'. With equal keenness, his discernment will pene- 
' trate advice. 
' A wise prince is dear to hii people, as the 

' physician is to the sick man; as light to those 
' that are in darkness ; as unexpected sight to the 
' eyes of the blind; as is the full moon on a 
! wintry night, and milk to the infant from the 
' breast of its mother. ' 
. The commentator then proceeds to denounce 
treme~dous judgments against an oppressive prince 
and a corrupt judge. The latter is thus curiously 
menaced : 

' The punishment of his crimes, who judges ini- 
' quitously, ;)nd decides falsely, shall be greatet 
' *an though he had slain one thousand women, 
' one hundred priests, or one thousand horses. ' 
. The bopk concludes aa follows : 
' Thus have the learned spoken, and thus have 

f t h e  wjse decreed, that litigation may cease among 
mep, and contention be banished the land ; and 
let all magistrates and judges expound the laws 

' as they are herein written ; and to the extent of 
' their understanding, and according to the dic- 
' tates of their conscience, pronounce judgment 
' agreeably to the tenor of this book. Let the 
' welfare of their country, and the benefit of their 
' fellow-creatures, be their continual study, a d  
' the mle object of their attention. Let them 

ever be mindful of the supreme dignity 'of the 
D 2 
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' Houhh and the Bramine, W I ~  pay them that 
' reverence which ie due to their sacred c k -  
' bere. Let them obeem beeeming napeet to- 
' ward~ d l  me$ & they shnll shield the w a k  

from oppmmiaa, sapport the helplees, and, in 
' partieulsr casek, mitigate Ihe BePftity of ateng- 
" illg juetiee. 

It shell be the duty of a prihcs, and the ma- 
gietrhme of a prihec, tvioely tm mgmht4 the inter- 
' tral policy of the empin, to mist and bgMead 
6 the peaaahta, metchants, h e w ,  a d  t h  wbo 
( follow &en, that ttbey may daily incredse in 
' worldly wealth and happineen; t w  ahall p 

mote all works of charity, encouqe thd opu- 
lent to reliere the poor, and l i M y  eontsibute 
to p h  hnd lauda\tle pcdposee ; a d  wbt&m& 
good worh shall be promoted by their iadaetm 
a d  enample, wbataoeeer shall be given m cba- 
rity, and whatsoever b e d t  &all accme 60 mm- 

t kind from their & v ~  it ahall d l  be pre- 
wmed in the recode of betrvetn, mwikth part 

' of which, though the deeb  be the beds bt o- 
them, yet shall it be adcribed a m  them; a d  at 
the last day, at the nolean and IBWM M of 

' judgment, the recording qhit shalt pmbce  
them, inscribed on the adamantine trMet sf bu- 

' man actions. But, on the other hand, if dm 
proeperity of the nation be neglected, if j&e 

' be suffered to lie dormant, if tumnfhr h sad 
robberies are committed, if rapin6 and foul as- 
sassination stalk along the plains, all d m  that 

' *hall be thm perpetrated through their re&- 
ness, one-sixth part shall be brought ta their ac- 

Tho Arracan name for Rhahaan. 



4 aid fM1 wirb weighty ven$e&w on their 
heads ; the dreadful consequeneee of which sur- 

6 p the p e r  of t o w  6a m, or of pea to 
' e?fpmm.' 

Laws, d m  dictated bg teligim, are, I believe, 
in gencml, wmcientioualy tdminhred .  The 

>&hinal juriapradence of the Birmans ie bnient in 
ptienlaf -, bna rigaorm in others. Whoever 
is hid @y of an ntnfae aattlmptiod of power, 
b~ of any crime that i n d i t x t ~ ~  a trewonable intent; 
is punished by the sererest tbttnres. The 6rat 
t!omdaion of &eft does dot incur. the pemlty of 
(ksrh, tm1- the amolult stolen be above 800 kiat, 
bi rachal, abont 16ql., or attended with c h m -  

of h t p ,  mch ae murder or mutilation. 
In  the fatmer m e ,  the culprit has a round mark 
impbated on& eheek by ganpowder and punc- 
tarrtian, and on him b n w t  the word Thief, with the 
d d e  stden ; fw the tcecond o h c e  he ie depriv- 
ed of M turn ; but the third inevitably plrodnceb 
eapitrd pubhment. Decapitation is the mode by 
M e h  ctInriaah wffeq m >he performance of which 
Cba Birman e%etxtkmens are elrceedidglp skilful. 

'IBe city of Ummerapoora is divided into four 
diebet nubdinate jarfsdit%ions, in each of which 
a Magwm preaidts. This officer, who in the 
pmhm is a viceroy, in the metropolis r e s e m h  
i m a p ,  and hdds a eidl and criminal cmrt  of 
frtbtice. In capital a~ees ha transmite the evidehce 
in writing, with his opinion, to the Lotoo, or tpdd 
abuhbm of conaultntion, where the council of state 
essembles. TBecouacil, after close exanl im~on 
into the documents, reports upon them to the 
king, who either pardons the offender, or ordera 
execution of the sentence. The Maywoon is ob- 
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kg* to attend in pemon, aod eee the p h r  
w n e d  into effect. 

Civil suits may be trsneferred from tbe umrta 
of the Maywoons to the Lotoo. This m o r a l 4  
however, is attended with a heavy expenae. Tbere 
are regular established lawyem, who conduct caaeeu, 
and plead. Eight only are licensed to plead in the 
Lotoo. They are called Ameendoeaan. The 
usual fee is five taekal, equal to eirteen shillings ; 
but the government has large profits on all nuha 
that are brought into court. 

There is no country of the East in which the 
royal establishment is arranged with more miapZe 
attention than in the Birman court. It i~ eplemlicl 
without being wasteful, and numeroue without con- 
fusion. The most distinguished members, when I 
wae at the capital, were, the Sovereign, hi p+ 
cipal Queen, entitled Nandoh Praw, by whom he 
has not any sons; hia i s n d  wife, Myack N e  
doh, by whom he has two sons ; the E n g ~  Tee- 
ltien,* or Prince Royal, and PCe Teekien, or Prince 
of Prome. The princee of Tongho, W e n ,  aocl 
Pagahm, are by favouiite concubines Meedah 
Praw is a princess of hiih dlgnity, and mother of 
the chief queen. The prince royal is married, and 
haa a son and two daughters, all young. The eon 
takes precedence of his uncles, the crown descand- 
ing to the male heirs in a direct l i e .  These were 
the principal personages of the Birman royal fa- 
mily. 

Next in rank to the princes of the blood royal, 
are the Woongees, t or chief miniatera of state. 

Often culled Engy Praw. 
t Woon signifies Durden ; the compound word implies, 

Bearer of the Great Burdc~!. 



%itched liumber is four, but the p b  of 
one haa long been vacant. These form the great 
rolmg comcil of the d o n  ; they eit in the Lotoo, 
ot iaPperial hdI of coneultation, every day, except 
on the Blrmrs sabbath, from twelve till three or 
f~ o'clock, or later, as there happens to be bu- 
einess. They bsue mandates to the Maywoone, or 
viadrop of the different provinces ; they control 
eJVeq d e p t m m ~  of the state, and, in fact, govern 
thd empire, subject d w a p  to the plerunue of the 
khg, whose will is absolute, and power undefined. 

To m i s t  in the administration of affairs, four 
& r ~ ,  eelled Woendocks, are d t e d  with the 
Wowgeeet but of far inferior authority. They sit 
in t8e Lotoo in a delibemtive capacity, having no 
vote. They give their opinione, and may record 
Wi diesent hm any mmure that is propoeed ; 
h t  the Woongeer, decide. The Woondocks, bow- 
wer, aw frequently employed to carry into execu- 
tion bunhem of great public impartance. 

Four A#aweons, or ministers of the interior, 
pa~e*l a grCat d e p  of influence that sometima 
conntoroete with nuocene the views and wishes of 
rhe Weongees. I'here the king selecta to be his 
privy coaesellora, from their talents, and the opi- 
aien Be en- of their integrity. They have 
aceeee to him at all t i m e w  privilege which the 
paiecipd Woongee does not enjoy. 

Them am four chief secretaries, called Sere- 
dogees, who bnve numeroua writern or inferior Se- 
reee adsr them. 

Four N a c h q w  sit in the Lotoo, take notee, 
rrncl report whatever is transacted. 

F a  Sandohgasn regulate all ceremonde, in- 
troduce atrangers of lsnk into the royal preeence, 
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and are the 'bearers of m e w s  from tbe c o d  . 
of state to tlle king. 

There are nine Sandomins, or readers, whoae 
business it is to read all official writings, petitione, 
&c. Every document, in which the public ia con-, 
cerned, or that is brought before the council in the 
Lotoo, is read aloud. 

The four Maywoom already mentioned are W- 
stricted to the magisterial superintendance of their 
respective quartere of the city. They have nothing 
farther to do with the Lotoo, than to obey the cem- 
mands they receive from thence. 

The Assaywoon, or paymaster-general, ie aleo 
an officer of high importance. The place is at 
present held by one of the Woongeee, who is call- 
ed Aasay Woongee. 

There are several other officers of distinction, 
who bear no ostensible share in the administration 
of puhlic affaim, such aa the Daywoon, or king's 
armour-bearer; the Chaingeewoon, or master of 
the elephants ; also the Woom of the queep'e 
household, and that of the prince royal. Each of 
tbe junior princes has a distinct establishment. 

In  the Birman government there are no heredi- 
tsry dignities or employments; all honours and 
offices, on the demiae of the posseasor, revert to  
the crown. 

The tssloe, or chain, ia the badge of the order 
of nobility, of which there are different degrees, 
distinguished by the number of strings or small 
chains that compose the ornament. These s w  
are fa~tened by bosses where they unite. Three 
of open chain-work is the lowest rank. Three 
of nektly twisted wire is the next; then of six, of 
nine, and of twelve. No subject ie ever honoured 
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with a higher degree than twelve ; the king &lie 
wears twenty-four. 

I t  has already been noticed, that almost every 
article of use, as well as ornament, particularly in 
their dress, indicates the rank of the owner. The 
shape of the beetle-box, which is carried by an at 
tendant after a Bian of distinction wherever he 
goes, his ear-rings, cap of ceremony, horse furniture, 
even the metal of which his spitting-pot and drink- 
ing-cup are made, (which, if of gold, denote him 
to be a man of high consideration), all are indica- 
tive of the gradations of society; and wo be unto 
him that assumes the insignia of a degree'wluch ie 
not his legitimate right ! 

- The court dress of the Birman nobility i very 
becoming. I t  consists of a long robe, either of 
flowered satin or velvet, reaching to the aakles, 
with an open eollar and loose sleeves. Over thb 
there is a scarf, or flowing mantle, that hangs from 
the shoulders ; and on their heads they wear high 
cspe made of velvet, either plain, or of silk em* 
broidered with flowers of gold, according to the  
rank of the wearer. Ear-rings are a part of male 
dress. Persons of condition nee tubes of gold about 
three inches long, and as thiclc as a large quill, 
which expands at one end like the month of a speak- 
ing trumpet. Others wear a heavy mass of gold 
beaten into a plate, and rolled up. This lump of 
metal forms a large orifice in the lobe of the ear, 
and drags it down by the weight to the extent 
sometimes of two inches. The women likewine 
have their distinguishing paraphernalia. Their hair ' 
is tied in a bunch at the top of the head, and bound 
round with a fillet, the embroidery and ornament8 
of which express their respective ranks. A short 
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&ift reaches to the pit of the stomach, is  *drawn 
tight by strings, ancl supports the breaata. Over . 
that is a loom jacket with close sleeveu. Round 
their waist they roll a long pieca of silk, or cloth, 
which, reaching to their feet, and sometimes trail- 
ing on the ground, encircles them twice, and is 
then tmcked in. When women of condition go 
abroad, they put on a silk sash, resembling a long 
s b l ,  which crossen their bosom, and- u thrown 
over the ehouldem, gracefully flowing on each nide. 
The lowmt class of females often wear only a single 
garment, in the form of a sheet, which, wmpped . 
round the body, and tuclced in under the arm, 
crooses their breasts, which it scarwly conceals, 
aod descends to their ankles. Thus, when they 
walk, the bottom of the cloth, where it overlap, ' 
ie necessarily opened by the protrueion of the leg, 
aad &plays to a side view as high as the middle 
oE the t b h .  Such an exposure, in the opinion al 
an European, heam an indecent nppeams, d- 
thDugh it excites JW wch idea in the people f em- 
selves. There is an idlc and disgusting sto ry re- 
lated by some writers, reepecting the ol@m of thie 
faahion, which, being wholly unfounded, does not 
deserve repetition. I t  has been the established 
national mode of dress from time immemorial. And 
every woman, when walking, must show great part 
of her leg, as what may be called their petticoat ie. 
always optn in front, instead of being cloeed by a 
seam. 

Women, in full dress, stain the palms of their 
hands and their nails of a fed colour, for which 
they use a vegetable juice, end strew on their ho- 
nems powder d ~anda l  wood, or of a bark called 
Sonnaka, with which some rub their faces. Both 
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men d women tinge the edges of their eyelids 
and them teeth with black. This latter operation 
givee to their mouths a very unseemly appamnca 
in the eyes of an European, which is not diminieh- 
ed by their being constantly filled with heetle leaf. 
Men of rank wear, in common dreee, a tight coat, 
with long sleeves made of muelin, or of extremely 
fine nankeen, which is m a n u h u r e d  in the conn- 
try; also a silk wrapper that encircle8 the waist. 
The working clam ire usually naked to the middle ; 
but in the cold season, a mantle or veet of Euro- 
pean broad cloth is highly prized. 

The Birmans, in their features, bear a nearer re- 
eemblance to the Chinese than to the nstives of 
Hindoatan. The women, especially in the north. 
em part of the empire, a .  fairer than Hind- 
females, but not 80 delicately formed; they are, 
however, well made, and in geneid inclined ta 
corpulence. Their hair is black, come, and longr 
T ~ P  men are not tall in stature, but active Pad 
athletic. They have a very youthful appeerance; 
&om the custom of pluckiig their beards instead 
of using the razor. They tattoo their thighs and 
ums into various fantastic ehapes and figure% 
which they believe operate aa a charm agaimt the 
weapons of their enemies. Neither the men nor 
the women are so cleanly in their pereons as tbe 
Hindoos of India, among whom diurnal ahltztion 
is a reliious aa well ae a moral duty. Girls am 
hagh, at  an early age, to turn their arms in S U C ~  

a manner as to make them appear di~torted~ 
Whim the arm is extended the elbow in inverted, 
the inside of the joinf being protruded, and the 
external part bending Inwards, 

VOL. 11. E d  
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Marrkges among the Biiasna sre not m&zadd 
until the parties attain the age of puberty. The 
cn&mct ie purely civil, the ewlesiaaticol jurisdic- 
tion having nothing to do with it. The law pro- 
hibits polygamy, and reeogniaea but one wife, who 
is denominated Mica ; concubinage, however, is 
admitted to an unlimited extent. . A mau may re- 
pudiate hie wife under partioular circumstances, 
but the process is attended with a heavy expema 
Concubines, living in the same house with the le- 
&,hate wife, are, by law, obliged to perform me- 
nial services for her ; and, when she goes abroad, 
they attend her, bearing her water-flaggon, beetle- 
box, fan, &c. When a h u n h d  dies, hie concu- 
bines, if bound in servitude to h i ,  become the 
property of the surviving widow, unless he shall 
have emancipated them by a spec& act previonr 
to his decease. When a young man is desirous to 
espouse a girl, his mothel; or nearest female rela- 
tiom, first makes the proposal in private. If the 
auit be well received, a party of hi frienda pro- 
ceed to the house of the parents of the maiden, 
with whom they adjust the dotal portion. On the 
morning of the bridal day the bridegroom sends 
to the lady three loongees, or lower garments, 
three tubbecka, or sashes, and three pieces of white 
muslin ; such jewels, also ear-rinp and bracelets, 
ss his circumstances will admit. A feast ie pre- 
pared by the parents of the bride, and formal 
writings are executed The new-married mu+ 
eat out of the same disb ; the bridegroom presents 
the bride with some llepack, or pickled tea, whicb 
she accepts, and returns the compliment. Thus 
ends the ceremony, without any of that s u k -  
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g b ~  rie2 + end mietanee on the p a n  of dw ybnng 
My and her female friends, witb which the Surrm- 
aian damsele oppose the privileges of an dent  
bridegroom. 

When a man dies intestate, tl~ree-fourths of his 
property go to his chiltlren born in wedlock, but 
mt in e q d  proportiom ; and one-fourth to the 
widow, who is the guaMli both of the property 
old the children, until the latter attain the age of 
maturity. A Birman funeral is solemnized with 
much reliious parorfe, and external demonotration 
of grief. The coqw ici carried on a bier, on men's 
slrouldera ; the proceseion moves slowly ; the re.- 
W i  attend in m m i n g  ; and womea, hired for 
the owuion, precede the body, and chant a dirge- 
Eke air. The B i i  b u m  their dead, unless the 
d d  ie a pauper-in which case he is either 
buried, or cast into the river, rn the ceremony of 
burning is very e;npensive. The' biir is glm1 on 
r fnneraI pile six or eight feet high, mad , of bil- 
lets of dried wood laid across, witb intmvals to 
admit e circulation of air, and increase the flame. 
The Rhahaans walk round the pile, reciting 
prayera to Gaadmg until the fire reaches the body, 
when the whole is quickly reduced to ash-. The 
benee aa-e afterwards gathered and deposited in a 
grave. Persons of high distinction, such as the 
Seredaw, or chief ecclesiastic of a provir~ce, a 
Meywoon, a Woongee, or a member of the royal 
hrmily, are embalmed, and their remains preeemed 
six weeks or two months after decease, before they 
are committed to the funeral pile. During thii 
period the body ia laid in state in some kioum or 

See Marsden's Account of Sumatra, page 330. 
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tcligiea~ bdildmg ; but a t  the capital it is placed it! 
s seend anlaan, beMltifelly ornamented with giM- 
ing, and exclusively appropriated to that piinm pnr- 
poee. I wae told that honey is the principal in- 
gndient made uee of to preserp.e the body from 
putrefaction. 

Of the population of the E m  dommions I 
could only form a conclueioa from the information 
I received of the number of citiee, toms ,  and 
alngva in the empire. These, I wan assured by 
a person who might be m p p d  to know, and h d  
ho motive for deceiving me, amount to eigbt thou- 
sand, not including the recent addition of Amrcaa. 
If thin be true, which I haye no muon to doubt, 
and we suppose each town, on an stetage, to con- 
tain t lme  hundred homes, and ebeb home s~ 
pereons, the result will determsne the populatim 
at fourteen millions four hnndretl thouwuid. &W 

ef the inhabitants live in solitary habitations ; . thy 
mostly form themselvee into amall societies ; and 
Wi dwellings, thue collected, comporre their Rum, 
or villages: if, therefore, we reckon theit num- 
bers, inclllding A r m ,  at  serenteen millions, the 
calmlatien may not be widely erroneous-I b 
lieve it rather falls short of, than exceeds the tradt. 
After all, however, it is mere conjecture, 8s I ham 
no better data for my guidance than what I hard 
relnted. 

With regard to the revenue of the B i i a n  stbt6, 
I confess myself to be without the means of fom- 
ing even a rough estimate of the amount. At- 
cording to the eacred law, in the chapter which 
treats of the dutiea of a monarch, Dhaeameda,' 

See Appendix. 
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or a,$e~th of all produce, is die proportion w b i h  
ie to be exacted as the authorized due of the go- 
vernment; and one tanth ie the amount of the 
liing's duty on all foreign goods imported into his 
dominiom. The revenue ariaiig from the custom8 
on importa, and from internal produce, i mostly 
*ken in kind ; a small part of which is converted 
into cash, the rest is distributed, as received, in 
lien of daries, to the various dependantr of the 
court. Priucea of the blood, high officere of atate, 
a d  provincial governom, receive grants of pro- 
vinees, c i b ,  villoe;ea, and farmg to eupport their 
die;nity, and as a remuneration of their services. 
The mnta of these assignments they d l e c t  for 
their own benetit. Money, except on pressing 
emergency, is never d i s b u d  from the royal cof- 
fers. To  one man the few of an office are allot- 
ted; to another a ststion where certain imposts 
aae collected ; a third has land ; each in proportion 
to the importance of his respective employment. 
By these donatione, they are not only bound in 
their own personal aervitnde, but likewiea in that 
of all their dependants; they are called slaves of 
the king, and in turn their vaaaals are denominated 
slaves to them. The condition of these grants in- 
clude dso servicea of war, as well as the duties of 
oilice, Thus the Birman government exhibits al- 
most a faithful picture of Europe in the darker 
agee, when, on the decline of the Roman empire, 
the principles of feudal dependence were esta- 
blisbed by barbarians &om the north. 

Although it seems difficult, and perhaps imps-  
sible, under such a system, to ascertain, in any 
ntsndard currency, the amount of the royal reve- 

E 2 
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nue, yet the riches which the Binnan rnonirrch is 
said to possess are i m m e n s ~ a  supposition that 
may readily be admitted, when it is considered 
that a very small share of what enters his exche- 
quer returns into circulation. The h d i g  of 
money is a favourite maxim of Oriental state po- 
licy. An Eastern potentate cannot be brought ta 
comprehend that the difbion of property am 
his KUbjfXta h a surer source of wealth to h i m 3  
and of security to his throne, than the pomesahn 
bf Lydian treasures, locked up in d m ,  and can- 
cealed in secret recesses, contrived by sordid a m  
rice and foolish cunning. 



EMBASBY TO AVA. 

CHAPTER IV. 

MILITARY ESTABLISHMIENT-INFANTRY-GAS- , 
SAY CAVALRY-ARTIPICERS-WAR-BOATS- 
GUNPOWDER LONG KNOWN-WEAPONS-FOOD 

-CLIMATE-SOIL-PRODUCE-MINERALS- 
PRECIOUS STONES - COMMERCE--CURRENCY 
-WEIGHTS - MEASURES-CHARACTER O F  
THE NATIVES-NOT JEALOUS O F  THEIR WO- 

MEN-FEROCIOOS I N  WAR-BEGGARS UN- 
KNOWN-ANIMALS-DIVISION O F  TIME-MV- 

SIC-LANGUAGE-EXTENT OF THE EMPIRE-- 
RIVERS. 

THE Birmsns may be termed a nation of soldiers 
every man in the kingdom being liable to be caned 
apon for his military services ; and war is deemed 
the most holiourable occupation. The regular 
military establiihment of the Birmans is, neverthe- 
less, very inconsiderable ; not exceeding the nnm- 
bers of which the royal guard is composed, and 
mch as are necessary to preserve the police of the 
capital. When an army is to be raked, a mandate 
issues from the golden palace, to all viceroys of 
provinces, and miougeee of districts, requiring a 
certain number of men'to be at a general rendez- 
vous on an appointed clay, uncler command some- 
times of the viceroy Iiimself, but ofteue~ that of 
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an inferior officer. The levy is proportioned to 
the population of the province, or district, estima- 
ted from the number of registered house, that it  
contains. The provincial court determinee the 
burden which each house is to bear ; commonly 
every two, three, or four houses, are to furnish 
among them one recruit, or to pay 300 tackal in 
money, about 401. or 451. This recruit is supplied 
with arms, ammunition, and, I helieve, with a cer- 
tain daily allowance of grain from government, 

' but is not entitled to pay. The families of these 
conscripts are carefully retained in the district 
which they inhabit, as hostages for the good con- 
duct of their relation. In m e  of desertion or 
treachery, the innocent wife; children, and parenta 
of the guilty person, are clragged to execution with- 
out the least remorse or pity. Even cowardice sub- 
jects the family of the delinquent to capital punish- 
ment. This barbarous law, which ie rigorously 
enforced, must have a powerful effect in securing 
the allegiance of the troops, and of impelling them 
to vigorous exertion ; and it is, perhaps, the only 
a r e  mode of inciting to enterprises of danger, 
men who are not actuated by any innate sense of 
honour, and who do not feel any national pride. 

Infantry and cavalry compose the regular guardA 
of the king. The former are armed with musketq 
and sabres; the latter are provided with a spear a- 
bout seven or eight feet long, which they manage 
on horseback with great dexterity, seldom requir- 
ing or making use of any other weapan. The in- 
fantry are not unifo~mly clothed. I heard various 
accounts of their numbers ; 700 do constant duty 
withb the precincts, and at the several gates of 
the palace. I thiuk tllat, on the day of my public 
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#Weptkm, I aaw about 2000, and have no doubt 
that dl the t r ~  in the city were paraded on that 
oeesei6a. I wai~ told that there were only 300 caval- 
t y  in Ummerapoora, but that 2000 were scattered, 
in small detachments, 'throughout the neighbour- 
ing districts. All the troopers in the king's ser- 
vice are natives of C m y ,  who are much better 
horsemen than the Bimans. Mr Wood, who saw 
some of them at exercise, informed me, that they 
tmrlyreaembsdthose whum he had metwith in As- 
mm. They ride like all Orientals, with ehort stir- * a d  a loose rein. Their d d l e  ia hard and 
high, and two large Eirenlar flap of Btrong leather 
bang down an each side, painted or gilded, accord- 
ing to the quality of the rider. Their drws ie not 
anbecoming. They wear a tight coat, with akirta 
reaching down to the middle of the thigh; and 
on their head a turban of cloth, rolled hard and 
plaired, which forms a high cone, that be& back- 
w a d  in a graceful manner. m e  h o w  of Ave 
ue emall, but very hardy and active. Contm y 

ice of other Emtem countries, they eas- 
trste te'bsr t ir homos, and are thm enabled ta main- 
tain them with Ihtle trouble and expense, and can 
aleo tarm a number loose in a field together, with- 
ont any risk of their injaring one another. Horsecl 
arc fhquently exported in timber s h i p  bound for 
Mad*, and other parte of the coast, where they 
ark +isposed of to canaicferable advantage. 

Th6 government of Am ia extremely attentive 
to provide, in timm of peace, for the contingencies 
af war. The royal magahas, I was toM, could 
&mi& 20,000 firelocks, which, if they resembled 
the specimens I taw, cannot be very formidable. 
I'heae beve b n  imported, a t  diffmnt periods in7 



to the country, by ships trading to Rangoend 
other parts of the empire, d are either of F r e d  
manufacture, or condemned mwkets h m  tbe En- 
glish areenah in India. The Birmane are vety 
fond of their a m ,  of which they take great m e .  
Their gunsmiths, who are dl nativea of Carny, 
keep them in repair ; but they are in general so bod 
as to  be out of the power of art ta render tbem 
serviceable. I eaw a tolerably good fowling piece, 
which they said waa entirely the work of a Caesay 
artificer. This, however, was allowed to be ttn 
extraordinary effort of genius. The pwmn who 
showed it me, preeent-ed me, at the saum time, 
with a bsmboo, which threw out a Bhort epev 
of iron by merne of s spring. It wae exeacted by 
the maker of the gun, and aeemed to be f d  
after o model of an English walk i i  stick, &at 
contained a concealed epike. The imitation e v h d  
much ingenuity, d b u g h  the workmenship was 
coarse, and the iron badly polished. 

B y  far the moot reepeetattle par( of the B i  
militqy force is their e s t a b l b h m ~  of war-boa@. 

' Eaery town ef note in the vicinity of the riww, is 
obiged to furnieh a m e  number of man, and o m  
or more boat& in proportion to the magnitude of the 
place. I was informed, that the kine; can command, 
at a very short notice, 500 of thew Feewls. They 
are constructed out of the eolid trunk of the teak 
tree, which ie excavated partly by fire and pertly 
by cutting. The largest are from eighty to me 
hqndred feet long, but the b d h  seldom ex& 
eight feet, a d  even thii space is produced by er- 
W l y  extending the sidea after the trnnk has been 
hollowed. They cany from fifty to sixty rowers, 
w b  me ehort oarn that work on a spindle. The 



prow in d i d ,  and has a flat wrbee, on wEch, whtm 
tliey go to war, a pi- of ordnance is m e d ,  
a aSr, a nine, or evgl a t&e pounder. The 
p-amhge ia isured by W i  to ~trang bolts 
en 4 a i d g  and % swi& are -fiquently 6red on 
theconstnre of themem 

Epch rower is provided with a sword md a Isnee, 
whicb .re placed by hie aide whilst he plies the 
m Beside8 the boatmen, &re are uanally 
thirty soldiers on board, who are armed witb mus- 
keta Thus prepured, they go in tleete to  meet 
th f b ,  and, when in night, drPW up in a line, 
~ t i n g  their prows to  the enemy. Their at. 
t d c  I extremely im-; tbey a4Psaa, with 
p a i t  rapkhty, and aiug a wrpaong, at  once to en. 
oomrge tmei people, daunt tbeii a d v e d e s ,  and 
a q p h e  the strokes of theii olue. They general9 
~ ~ ~ B I V O I U  to gnpple, and when bbst is effected, 
the action becomea very severe, aa &me people 
are endned with great wumge, strength, and ae- 
Wty. Ia thm of peace,. they are fond of exer- 
&iqq in their bssg, m d  1 have &en been enter- 
t.ined with tbe darterity ohsy dieplay in the 
slraagemtmt of them. The wmde b e i i  low in 
the writer, their greoteat danger is  &ad of being 
mn A w n  by a lager boat strikmg on their broed- 
da-a mbformm which the eteersman is taught 
to dread, and to arroid above dl othere. I t  in 
&ing to Bee the &&lity d h  which they eteer, 
and dude  egch other in thdr mock comhsta. l'he 
ream are also practised to row backwards, and 
iropel the vessel with tIm stern foremwt. T h i  b 
tBe mode of retreat, by means of which the ar- 
tillery atill beam upon their opponent. The largmt 
of the --boats do not draw more tha~ three f a  
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wnter. When a prison of nu& is on bcl.rsl, 
is a mmt of me* tjlt or canopy, for his pmi& 
accommodation, plPeed eonretimes in the cautrg 
cmd eometinw~ on tht prow. Ths aides of tb 
b a t  are either gilt aa .far aa the water's- edge, or 
plain, accmding to the rank of the person it 
Gilded boats am only permitted to princm of tbe 
blood, or to persons holding the hi* etatbnr, 
much YI a Maywoon of a province, and a miniatpr 
sf state. 

I t  is by m, means improbable, that the uae of 
p p o w d e r  waa well known in Indii befors its & 
fects we're discovered in the weat ; yet there ie mi$ 
anyreaaon to believe, that the natives of Avliqpbel 
i t  to the pnrpose of musketry, till Europeans h 
meted them in tbs ark. A c c d i n g  to kYliP? 
aoeormte, cannon were fabricated in the Enet loag 
before the era of European cmqnest. The& u, 
dllery, however, was not capable of being trPnrr 
paat43d with facility, or or dl wed in in fifidlt; 
They were made of iron bea beate into a eylinr 
dr id  form, mdely put t q t d m ,  but of 
stnength, and enormous we& frma whieh, nhcg 
raised on a mmpd or t o m ,  thay h e w  lnqp 
stones to annoy the encmy. The mu&& vma 
l m t  introdad into the P t p e  and Ava muntaier 
by the Portngneee, and is an implame& of war 
which the inhabitants unmjdp prefer ta their owa 
native weapons, the epear and sake-a pw* 
tiality .that is highly prejmdicii to themselves, for 
nothing can be leea formidable than euch fire-mmam 
as they possess, or have tlm means of procuring. 
The proper iadigenous weapons of the country are 
the Epear, the j a d i n ,  which is thrown h m  the 
hsn4 the uose-bow, and tba sabre. The io 



dbytheBinaananotontyanan isspkmentof 
war, but is lilcswiee applied to varioas purposas cu - 
.a insrrumemt of manual ha. With thie tss 
pau3a?It felh eea, I3baped tisnkm, cute bolabeos, 
ot d e h &  b d f  agninnt an enmy end wild 
b. He never trav.als withoat it, and genedp,  
~ o n a j o a r e s y , c M a s a ~ l d o e b b l e f r ~  
'Shy encnmber thenmeha with ler b q p g e  thy 
psb.pr any &hes people; md are utisfied with 
a m t y  portion of the h&t Esre. 

In their food, the B-, cornpaned with the 
tdiuu, cue gram smd unclecmly. AJthoagh tbeiu 
rdigion forbids the ehngbr of tminvts in general, 
'~s, they apply the iakdhien only to these th 
ue domeatkatd All gaue ie eagerly sooght 
sfcer, a d  in mmy places it is pPblidy sold. & e p  

.Ire, rnch M h r d s ,  gnsnas, .ad- make+ 
oenstitute a part of ths rn-nce of the lower 
h. r)ariPg rmr v o w  up the Iwcr, the 
beobpaen, crfrer we heal bmqht  to, mod fmpeah 
ly to baU for a m e l h a  md b d a  among the 
ibiCkQt0. aq se axtmmely food of v e l a  
A t  bhoee pkcm whaa %den gnem wem not to 
be promred, they gaLered wild mml, .ad mme- 
k ddtuted the teder loam of tmm. These, 
boital with rice, a d  maistaed wiib a Iiitle oil, 
orreraearakh gnapeq ca piellad Epmt, corn. 
pas eared with which a Binom peasant or boat- 
p.n is atisfied. The higher &, however, live 
*th - d d i q ,  d o u g h  their fin is never 
'=Y -p- 

T h e  d~mete of every pcut of the B i a n  em- 
pire which L have viaited, bore testimony to ita 
salubrity, by the best poesible criterion, the ap- 
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pemmb and +IW of the nativee. The seastm~ 
.re mguh, d the extremea of heat and cdd a ~ v t  
seldom experienced ; at  least, the dumion of that 
internre heat which immediately precedes the corn- 
mencement of the rainy s e w n  is so short, :hat it 
incommodes but for a very little time. During 
our residence in the eountry, we lo& only one 
man by dimem. Another * met an accidental 
death ; in wmcteriag through the WOOL he became 
the prey of a tiger. 

The mil of the southern provinces of the Bii- 
msn empire is renmrkably fertile, and p d m e s  an 
l w m h t  c r o p  of rice ss are to be found in the 
finest perts of Bengal. Farther northwad the 
canntay becomes irregular spd rncmntainoue ; bnt 
the plains sad d e y a ,  particularly near the h r ,  
are exceedingly fraitful. They yield good wheat, 
and the vmrious kids of d grain which grow 
in H i t a n  ; an likewise legumee, and most of 
the d e n t  vegetllblcm of Indk Sugar anes, 
tduum of a eupwbr qnality, ipstigo, cbtton, and 
tlse diikent  t r o p i d  fi.llite, in perfection, 81.e all 
indigemma prwluata of thin favoured 1 4 .  

Beeides the teak taw, which ~ I U W B  in men 
parts of taPB Birman empire, as well to bhe n oad 
of Urnmenporn, an in the soathem country, thed 
ie almost every deecription of timber th& is knoffn 
in India. Dr Buchanan, in one of hi a f t e m  
excureions, perceived a large log of fir, which,  hi^ 
attendant &med him, had been washed down 
by the torrents from a mountainosls part of the 
-try, four J a y s  journey northward of the capi- 
tal, where it grows in abundance, and of con side^ 

This uufortunate mag belonged to the Seahorse. 
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able wagnitnde. The natives all it T~lsnyor They 
extract the turpentine, which they turn to me, but 
wneider the wood of linle value, on account of L 
eoftnem. If they esuld be prevailed upon to 
transport it to Rangoon, it might prove a bene- 
fieinl material to the navig&on of India Top- 
$sllapt maeta and yards made of tenk are thought 
to be too heavy, European aad Amerioan rpas are 
.often, bought for them purpowa at a very exorbi- 
tant price-an inconvenience whieb the f of AVP, 
if coov~yod to the make, wodd pobab1y obviate. 

The kingdom of Ava abounds in rnbeds .  
Six days' journey from Bameo, near the &ontiem 
of Cbiaa, there P E ~  mines of geld and silver, dled 
Badouein. Theremplsorpineaof~ld,silrer, d m ,  
a d q y h i r e s  atpreoent open- a%o& near tbe 
K~endaem, Woobdootaun ; but the valuable, 
and &oe+ which produce the finest jewde, are in 
the yi&y of the capital, n a l y  oppseiie ta 
Keoyl&.meoum. Precioue stones are Eovnd in 
several other pwte of the empire. The W o r  
mi& wch ae contain .iron, tin, lead, aatimoay, 
arsenic, aalphur, &c. are met with in greet abun- 
dance. Amber, of a oonamtance unllsdg pure 
@ pellucid, is dug up in large quantities nenr 
river. Gold, liewke, is discovered in the eandy 
be& of streams which dewand from the monn&s. 
Between the Keenduem aml the Irrawaddy, ta 
the northward, there is a small river called Shoe 
Lien Kioup, or the Stream of Golden Sand. 

Diamonds and emeralds are not produced in m y  
part of the Ava empire ; but it atfords amethyste, 
gorneta, very beautiful c h r y s o l i ~ ,  jasper, loetl- 
stone, and marble. The quarries of the latter are 
only a few ~niles from Urnmerapom. I t  is equd 
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in quality to the fiAeet msrble of Italy, a d   admit^ 
af a polieh sknt rendem it almost transparent, 
Blocks of any size thet it ie pesible to twnsp~t 
might be promand, bat the ssle in prohibited ; h61. 
is it a l M  to be &ed away without a qmkd 
order. Images of Gaudme bemg chie8y composecl 
bf this material, i t  in nn tbat account hekl m e d .  
Birrnerm may not purchase the d e  in mrss, 
bnt sre m&ed and indeed enmuaged to buy 
figures of the deidy d y  mede. Exportation of 
their gods oat aP the kiagclern is strictly ferbidden 
The city of Chagain Is the principd mradactay of 
tbeee marble dirinitiea. 

An extsnsire tmde ie carried on between the 
mpirai of the Binnw d o A l m i  and Y i a a ~  in 
Chins The prindpl aatide of export from Am 
is axtan, of which I wss infolmed &ere are two 
kinds, one of a brown ooloer, of which nsakemu 
ere made, the other white, like tee cotton of I n d i  
I did nat we any of the fonnen T b i ~  m w t y  
M tansported up %he I m d y  in lsrge bos%a, aa 
fm as Bamoa, where it is bartered the commou 
jee or mart, with Chineee mdanta ,  and convey- 
ed by the latter, partly by land, and partly by  
water, into the Chineee dominions. Ambar, ivov, 
peciona stones, WIe mt, and the'dible nesb 
brought from the eastern archipelago, are 
articles of commerce. In return, the Birmans pro- 
tare raw and wrong& silks, velveta, goid lmf, 
preserves, paper, and some utende of hardware. 

The commerce between tha capital and the 
southern parts of the empire is FBcilitated by the 
nohle river that waters the country. Its pFinriQPl 
objects are the qaoensraies of life. S e v e d  thou- 
M I I ~  boats are w d l y  employed in transporting 
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riae from the lower provhcm, to mpply Ummm- 
poora, am1 the northern U c t s .  Salt awl gnopee 
may likewise be mkoned under the atme head. 
Asticlea of foreign importation are mostly c m v e y ~  
ed u p  the h w a d d y ;  a few are introduced by 
way of Arraoan, and carried over the mountaim 
on the heada of coeliee, or labourers. Europeap 
broadoloth, a small q w t i t y  of hadware, coarse 
Bengul d i e ,  C o s s e m b w  silk hPedkwchiefe, 
Cbina ware, which will not admit of land carriage 
snd g h a ,  are the principal commoditiee. Cocw 
nnte d o ,  brought fForn the N i b a r  Man&, where 
they are of uncommon excellence, prg looked u p  
on as a delicacy, and bear a high price. Mer- 
chants carry down silver, lac, precioue @tones, and 
some otber articles to no great mount. A wn- 
niderable surn of mosey is, annually -laid out at  the 
capital in the purchase of mwble atatuea of Gaud- 
ma, which a m  all fahricoted in the diekia of C b p  
gain, opposite Awa-haung, or ancient A v a  Theyr 
are not permitted to be made at any other place. 

The Bizmans, like the Chinese, bave no win. 
Silver in bdliin, and l e d ,  are the .ourrent moniea 
of the wuntry ; weight and purity are, ef course, 
the standard of d u e ,  and in the aecertabuent ef 
both the natives are eaceedindv scmpulous and 

, expefi. What foreigners calla &, properly 
kt, is the most general piece of d v e r  in circulation ; 
it weighs ten peinywe&bts ten grains and three- 
fourths. Its subiivjsioae are, the tubbee, two of 
which make one moo ; two moo one math ; four 
math one tackal, and one hundred tackal compose 
one &. Money acalee and weights are all fa- 
bricated at  the capital, where they are stamped 

P 2 
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snd circulated throughout the empire ; 
the uee of any others ia prohibited. 
R h  m sold by a m e m m  called Tayndaung, ec 

beskat; the weight irr'sixteeu vine, about fifty-six 
pounds. There are many subdivieiona of m a -  
wrement. The average price of rice at the capi- 
tal ie one tackal, rather more than halfk-crown, for 
a basket and a half. At  Rangoon and Martaben, 
one taekal will purchaee fout or five baskets. 

The bankers, called by foreignera Pymon, are 
Uewiee workem in silver, and amayem ef m d .  
Thie is a class of people very numeroam, a d  m- 
dispenssbly neceseary, ss no etlanger can u n k -  
tske either to pay or receive money wishout hsv- 
ing ic fhebmmmined. Every merchant haa a b k -  
ar of this &scription, with whom he lodges aH 
hie eash, aod d o ,  for receiving a d  paying, gets 
a11 estaMmbed cornmiasion of one per cent.; UI 

~ i ~ o n  of which, he is responsible for the 
yuality of what goes through bie h d ;  m d  in 
no iostanoe did I e v e  hear of a breach of t- 
qernmitted by one of them W e r e .  The van- 
tity of alloy varies in the silver current in different 
p t a  of the empire. A t  Rangoon i t  is adults- 
mtad twenty-five per em+; at Ummempoors, 
pare, or what is called flowered silver, is most 
common. In this latter all royal dues are paid. 
Tbe eeveral modifications are as f o l h  ; 

Rouni, or pure silver. 
Rounika, 5 per cent. of alloy. 
Rounizee, 10 per cent. 
Rouaeaee, 20 per cent. 
Moowadzoo, 25 per cent. 
Woombo, 30 per cent. 

Any person may have li silver oittier purified 
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or depreciated ta whatever etandanl he dtl6oses. 

The nesmst silversmith will be glad to perform the 
work, fise from charge for his labour, as the 
bringer by the operation mast lose a trifle, which 
the artiat gains. The mall quantity of metal that 
a d h  to the crucible is hi profit. I wae in- 
formed, tbpt the silversmith an sell them cmu- 
Mee ahernarde to diners for forty taclmls a t&nt- 
oamd, and that an adequate gain BCCN~B to $he 
parcbtser from the metal extracted &om the pot 
dter it in broken. 

The Birpppn meslleres d lmg& am, the Paul- 
gaut, or inch, righem of which cornpaw the 
Tlun, er cubit. 

The GaMdanng, or myd cubit, e q d  te twen* 
*-two inches. 

Tha Dhq or Bamboo, which umamta of mveii 
m p l  cubits ; 1000 dhs make aw. Birman lea- 
or Dim, nearly e q d  to two British nail@ Bgd 
two furlongs. The ,league is also d i v i d e d  in@ 
e. Tbe B i  keep their ecconnte ie de- 
ck&, aftar the mrnnsr ef t8e Chinese. 

It har $nsdy been noticed, that the general 
clkpodtion of the Birmans is etrikingly contrasted 
with tha( of the natives of India, from whom they 
are separhted only by a narrow raage of moan- 
*, in many placee admiing of an easy inter- 
c o m .  Nhvithstulding the small extent of thie 
barrier, the physical diibvace between the na- 
tions muld &y be greater, had t h y  been si- 
tuated at the oppoeite extremities of the globe. 
The B i i  are a lively, inqnisitire ram, nctive, 

Thb cubit vuies occerdiDg to the will of tbe ma. 
sarch. 
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irascible, ancl impatient. The chnrnrter of tbei 
Bengal neiglibours is too well knbwn as the re- 
verse, to need any delineation. ThEe unworthy 
passion of jealousy, which prompts most nations of 
the East to immure their women within the walk 
of an haram, and surround them with guards, 
seems to have scarcely any influence over the 
minds of this extraordinary and more liberal peo- 
ple. Birman wives and daughters are not wn- 
cealed from the sight of men, and are d e r e d  to 
have as free intercourse with each other as the 
rules of European society admit. But, in other 
respects, women have just reason to complain ef 
their treatment. They are considered aa not be- 
longing to the same scale. of the creation as men, 
and even the law stamps a degrading distinction 
between the sexes. The evidence of a woman is 
not received as of equal weight with that of a 
man; and a woman is not euEered to ascend the 
steps of a court of justice, but is obliged to deli- 
ver her testimony on the outside of the roof. The 
custom of selling their women to strsngers, which 
has before been adverted to, is confined to the 
lowest classes of society, and is perhaps often& 
the consequence of heavy pecuniary embrraiw- 
ment, than an act of inclination. It is not, kow- 
ever, considered as shameful, nor is the female 
dishonoured. Partly, perhaps, from this cause, 
and partly from their habits of education, worn- 
surrender themselves the victims of thii barbarons 
custom with apparent resignation. I t  is also said, 
that they are very seldom unfaithful to  their foreign 
masters ; indeed they are often essentially useful, 
particularly to those who trade, by keeping their 
accounts and transacting their business. But when 
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a msa departs hgn the country, he is not suhred  
t o  carry his temporary wife along with him. On 
tbet p i n t  the law is extaedingly rigorous. E v e v  
dip,  bebre she receiver her clearance, is d~li- 
p t l y  -bed by the officers of the cuetom- 
bow. Even if their vigilance were to be eluded, 
the woman would be quickly miseed, and it would 
be soon diecovered in whst v e w l  she had gone ; 
aor could that ship ever return to a Rirman port 
but under penalty of eon-ion of the property, 
mnd the infliction of a heavy fine and imprison- 
ment on the master. Female children also, born 
d a Birman mother, are not suffered to he taken 
Away. Men pre permitted to emigrate ; 6ut they 
*hi& &st the expatriation of women would imp 
pverieh the state, by d i h i i g  the sources of 
ita population 

One vice is ueuslly the p e n t  of another. Tire 
Bkmane, being exempt fram that of jealousy, de 
not resort to the diabolirai practice of emesculat- 
jug male c b i h ,  to educate them se spies over 
their woman. Chastity, they know, is more safely 
guarded by principles of honour and attachment 
ttLan by moste or ca&lea. When Atlacan was 
conquered by the Birnfane, several eunuchs were 
ma& prisooere, belonging to the prince of the 
eoantry, who hPd adopted that degenerate custom 
of Mahornedan p o m h .  These people are maintain- 
iud by tbe Birmpn monarch rather as memorials of 
hie con~ue~t,  than for any services they are requir- 
ed to perform. Infidelity is not a cbncterietic of 
Birman wivee. In  general they have too much 
amxplopment to leave leisure for the c m p t i o n  of 
their mind. A woman of the highest rank sel- 
$ees aitp i~ iclleneea at home. Her female ser- 
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vanto, like thme of Grecian dames of antiquity, 
ply ' the various labom of the loom,' w h i t  the 
mistress superintenda and diecta their industry. 
On the occaaion of the formal visit to the mother 
of the present Queen, we observed in one of the 
galleries of her palace, three or four looms at work, 
wrought by the damsele of her household. Weav- 
ing is chiefly a female occupation. Moet B i i  
hmilies make all the cotton and silk cloth that io 
required for their domestic consumption. 

The Birmam, in some points of their diepoi- 
tion, display the ferocity of barbarians, and & o- 
thers, all the humanity and tenderness of a polish- 
ed life. They inflict the most savage veng- 
on their enemies. As invaders, desolation marks 
their tract, for they spare neither sax nor age. 
But at home they assume a different character. 
There they manifest benevolenc!e, by extending aid 
to the infirm, the aged, and the sick. Filial piety 
is inculcated as a eacred precept, a d  its duties are 
religiously observed. A common beggar is no- 
where to be seen. Every individual is certain of 
receiving sustenance,. which, if he cannot procure 
it by his own labour, is provided for him by o- 
thers. 

During the several excursions which we made 
into the country, me did not perceive any of the. 
feathered tribe that were peculiar to this part of 
the world, or that were not to be met with in I n d i  
the ornithology of which is already well known. 
The Henza, the symbol of the Birman nation, as 
the eagle was of the Roman empire, is a specie% of 
wild fowl, called in I n d i  the Rraminy gooee ; b u t  
the natives of Ava do not deify the bid. Of tlie 
beasts of Ava, the anly one that I saw, with whieh, 
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I was unacqtuhted, was the idmeurnon, or the rat 
of Pharaoh, called by the natives Ounbaii. I t  ie 
a singular circumstance, that there should not be 
mch an animal as the jackal in. the Ava dominione, 
considering that they are so numerous the ad- 
joining country. Pegue abounds in elephants ; for 
though they are to be met with in other parts of 
4 0  empire, that seems to be their favourite abode. 
One of his Birman majesty's titles is, Lord of the 
White Elephant, and of all the Elephante in the 
World. 

The Binnans divide their time as follows : 
The space in which the finger can be raised and 

depressed is called charazi. Ten charazi make 
one piaan ; six piaan one bizana (about a minute). 
The day, of twenty-four honrs, commencing at 
noon, is divided into eight portions, or yettee, of 
three h o r n  each, thus denominated. 

Moon Yettee, or noon. 
Loung Yettee, 3 P. M. 
Lay Yettee, 6 P. M. 
Gneah Yettee, 9 P. M. 
Gneah Gnek Yettee, midnight. 
Gneah Laghee Loung Yettee, 3 in the 

morning. 
Mioh Ling Yettee, 6 A. M. 
Gneah Tek Yettee, 9 A. M. 

Thme divisions of time are ascertained by a ma- 
chine resembling the houi-glass, and sometimes by 
a perforated pan placed in a tub of water. They 
are announced by a stroke on an oblong dnim,. 
which m always kept near the dwelling of the 
chief magistrate of the city, town, or d a g e .  It. 
is commonly raked on a high bamboo stage, with 
a roof ef mate to protect it from the weather. 
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The edifice at the royal palace fior the reeeptioi 
of this instrument ia of maeonry, and very lofty, 
whence the sound is mid to he distinctly conveyed 
to the remotest extremes of the city. 

The Birman year is divided into twelve m o d ,  
which, strictly speaking, m o t  be call& syndi-  
gd, altbangh they comprehend the name number 
of days. A revolution of the moon, in plnsing 
h m  one conjunction with the ma to another, is 
performed in 29 days 12 houre and M minutes; 
but the Birman lunations consist of 29 and 90 
dap, alternate, which c a m s  a difference between 
the Newtonian and Bilrn lunsr account of 8 
horn and 48 minutes. The Bisn months am 
.s M o w  : 

D.P. 
T w o  contain6 29 
Kayoung - - 30 
Nay Young 29 
Wazoo - 30 
Wagoung i 29 
Toozelien 30 
Sandaing Guite - 29 
T m u n g  Moang - 30 
Gnadoh - 29 
Peeazor, - SO 
Taboodwap 29 
Tsboung - . 3 0 .  - 

8.54 
In order to complete a solar r e v o l u ~  t l q  

intercalate in every third year a month of 90 &aye, 
Prthich is called Toodea Wazoo. In thb tbini 

the months of Tagoo and Nay Young have 
~ a c h  30 daya instead of 29. They like& sup  
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preeb or p~ee  over a day, wblcb, if reckoned, weuId 
either be the Slst Taboung or the 1st of Tagoo. 
B these meam, the number of daye in the tbiree mL yeam ia tho8 computad. 

Dayr 
Three lunar years, of 854 days each 1062 
Intercalary month in the third year SO 
Two intercalary day8 in Tagoo and Nay 

Young 2 
Suppremed, or $med'over at  the a d  of 

the year 1 

- - - -  
This computation corresponds, in the number of 

days, with three years' Every fourth year, how- 
ever, will oceasion the differepce of a day on ac- 
count of our biiextile ogleap yep. Of this the 
Biimana are fully senmble, aa well as of many o- 
ther defects in their manner of reckoning. To 
remedy the eonfusion likely to emme from such 
emnenue calculatioxu, their style or mode has fre- 
quently been altered by arbitrary authority. Hie 
present Birman majesty, however, ia so desiroun 
to aecertain and estabiieh, by awmate tables, a 
+mpen t  aud unmqhg measurement of time, 
tbpt he made an application to the late Governor- 
general of India to send to his capid  a Bramin 
well versed in mtronomp to a& the dqlhedoas  
of his council of profewmi, among whom his msr 
jesty alwap preeidee in pemon ; and be is Act to 
be RQ -wk&Ie proficient in the science. of 
astronomy. 

The mapner in which the B i i  month ie wb- 
divided, I imagine, is peculiar to their d o n .  In- 
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g t e d  of F e c k e  the dPye p q p u i v d y  from the 
peturnencement to the c l w  of the month, they ad- 
wneg ng farther than the tidl moon, from w K i  
they recede by retrogrewive ennmmtbn until tho 
month is finished 
Thus, the nsw moon in called 

. L a b  terrait gnay, or first day of the in- 
a w i n g  moon. 

larhean gnenit gnay, sepnd clay, &G 

&dram loilngrait pay ,  tbSrd day, &c 
- 

Lshsan layrait pay,  fonrth day, &c. 
- Lshzan narait pay,  fifth day, &. 
. Lahzan kioukrait pay,  sixth day, &L 

Labasn kaosrpit gmy, wenth day, &. 
- h b m  ibaed&t gnay, eighth day, kc. 

LBbcan kpFpit gnny, aintb day, &c 
rAbzan soyrait p y ,  tenth day, & 

. LabPia say-tamit guy,  eleventh day, kc. 
LPhasn eaygnerrpit (pay, twem day, kc. 
J-A~WMBPJT m& p y ,  thirteenth day, &c. 

. zAahzan &may fqlBit gsny,fo-h day,&€. 
Lah bee, m t h  dap, & 

, Lah bee-gw fewit gnay, or the first day of 
the deere~llng moon. 

The eeventeenth, eighteenth, &c. mrreespnd 
with the eeoond and third of the increasing moon, 
&tituting'Lah Bee-goo for Laban. The last 
&y of the month, whether of hventy-nine or 
thirty dam ia called L8b gnay. 

The Bin= month ie divided into four weeke 
sf w e n  day m h .  The daye am dishgdwd 
~y the following namee. 

Tamaing nnaye, Sunday, the fimt day of the 
Binman week. 

Talain lah, . Monday. 



Aing gab, . Tuesday. 
Boedt-hoo, . Wedncedop. 
K h b b e d a y ,  Thmudap. zap kseh, . FFidq. 
SunnSy, . . Sawday. 

The eighth b y  of the incmuiag moog the 
M ~ o r f n l l ~ t h e e i g t t t h e f t h e d e c r ~  
h 4  md the las$ dg of the moon, w religf- 
mdy e k e d  b p  Bkmah as smed feeti& 
101 tbrse be8domab.l hdidep no public btminem 
m- ilY the R b m ;  merixntile deabga 
peb+ded;  Udk& fa forbidden: snd the 
&ctlj piom trdre no m e t e s  between tbe r idg  
sadthb&iqijof thbsun; basthielatteriesasnce 
of SeIfasnid i!?l llOt very eomon, d, a# I lm- 
demkud, m m l y  pracoised, except in the metro- 
*, where the appearma of 88~:tity is nome- 
timen ammned as a ladder by w h h  the arafty 
&tempo to &hub to promotioh. The sovereign 
hinaself ie a great fimmer of the m e s  of tbs 
B i a n  religion ; and hie chief minieter, or Woon- 
gee, has for mpny on s BirrpM sabbath ab- 
rtoinedfromfood ro longaa the m conthwa 
above the h o h  

Tbe Birmsns e e  ethaaaely fond be& of poetry 
d m& ; call the former Yeddoo. When 
repeated by a scholar, it flom eoft and m d  
to the ear. It m 6amehmea in mcmasive, d o h  
in ahmate rhinaee. A b e  ie called Tsgeoang ; 
a atanaa, Tubbottk. They have epic ae well ap 
religiola poem of high celebrity; and they are 
fond of ktiing in her& numbem the exploite d 
their kings and generala. I was informed, t h t  
the pmmm of A b m p  io mcoded in versee not 
unworthy of a monarch. 



M d c  ie E edence which is held ia coneiderable 
eetimation throughout the Binrurn empire, and 
cultivated at the present day more generally than 
in India, notwithatanding it is there termed, aa by 
the ancient Greeks, the language of the gotla 
The royal library of Ummerapoora ie mid to cow 
tain many valuable treatises on the art. Some of 
the professionai masicians display comiderabla a k 4  
and execlrtion, and the soft& aim are pleasing 
men ta an ear unaccwtomed to saeh d o +  
Tbe print$$ instmmmb are a hum, or 
a e  of light wood, hollowed and mmie8ed, h 
ahape somewhat like a w o e  with a deck. At 
the extremity a pieoe of hard wood is neatly fsrG . 
ened, which tapers to the end, and tie@ y e a  
over the body of the harp. From this cumahre 
the stringa, d y  made of wire, are extended 
to a bridge on the belly of the instnuneed. Them 
are two soanding holes, one on each side of tha 
bridge. The slee of the Sown m k a  from two 

.to five feet in length. 
The Tnr reeembla ow violin ; it baa on+ the# 

stringe, and is played on with a bow. I 6mt 
imagined it bad been of Enropean introdueaion, 
and brought to Pegue by the Portugnem; but I 
was assured it wae an orie;inal btmment of tb 
country. 

TI& Pldlaway, ie a common @let. 
The Kyezoup, is a wllection ef cymbals, W & C ~  

are euspencled in a bamboo h e .  These cym- 
bals, wrying in size, prodnee hodulated 
tions of sounds. There wem eighteen in the Kye- 
zoup thad I s e a  

The Patoh, w g u b ,  is a curious 



f b . % * l r ~ ~ ~ o f a ~ i r  " 

d e  bod). of w b h  ia bollow, with m=' 
mdrebreh, T B e e s ~ a t P r i t e ~ d t t e r a  
&J &ueWsr to rbe a and arm sllpportad d 
Edges& arth entmmitp* The etaings are tuned 
bymmmefpegsinthstsil, t e d i c h h y d  
absesa. kia playdm bythe fjnpr, d l r  

TE'lZ-2 mEZEZ,"3e&i, ,r 
is fast, and Vpging ia &a, wBi& are ~aependd 

)a a wooden fmne by leather 
- &W@. The whoh ninehiae is .Boat five feet in 

&=wter, md few k t  high. The p f o r m e ~  
~ d ~ i n t b s o e a t r e ,  mdbe&ionthehmswith 
r d l  &k. This ' ' c ie atways in* 
~ ~ ~ i a s W t b e a 8 , d b r f ~ d ~  
ia F, baiag & by t a o  I-, w h i i  
the @ormar rhatllai Pa- tn the ilvidg playing 

TheHeraL&epipeof hn,-EQAaedef ewe 
r a l w  neatly joined togetha, d sonoded by r. 
mmon ~ t h - p k .  Whm plsppod witb &ill, it 
~ s v e r p p l J a t i v s d y .  
The m the principal inetmmenta of music 

in are nmoog tha Birman& Dr Bncbsnan p r y  

clBessd eompl8te coscert ee( 6w lifky-four tackal, 
which ie abut five or six guineas. Melody lPas 
cbarms for alI mankind. Among the boatmen that 
rowed my barge, I doubt whether there was one 
who did not poeeees an instrument of same 80* 

Me wh* d p m m  no bettar, had wbet we ealt 
a J e d e  harp, with which he delighted to bewild 
balf an hour of a cool evening, after a day of 1 1 ~ d  
b k  onder a bming sun. , _  

c 2 
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Of tbe asdent  Pallie,. d o e e  bgaqp 
tubes at the present day the eacaed text of A* 
Pegue, and Siam, as well as of eeveral other c- 
tries eastward of the Ganges ; and of thew 
tion from Indip to the baub of tbe Cali, the N 4  
of Ethiopia, we have but very imperfect inf- 
tion. As 8 nation, they, have long ogo wiaaed Q 
exist. They are wid to have p o e o ~  in f- 
times, a dominion stretching from the In&w an 
far as S i ,  a d  to have biten conquer& by the 
Rajaputras, who changed the name of their  ow 
try from Paliethan to Bajapptm. I n  the oUb& 
of the Hindooe they are called Pali- a t i t  

may, I think, be concluded that they were t4e P ~ P  
libothri of the mcientu. i 

It baa heeathe opinionofeomeofQe~ooet9~. 
lightened writere t OD bhe languegm of tee 
that the Pali, the escred language af tha ptiastexd 
Boodh, is nearly allied& the ShPeecrit of the & 
m h ;  anJ there certainly ie mwh of th$ holy 

In  Captaln Wilford's elaborate and learned Disserta- 
tion on Egypt and the Nile, from (he ancient hooks o F h  
. Hindooe, there is the failowing puge: 

The history of the Pallis cannot fail to be interest:ng, 
mpecislly as it will be found much connected with Chat 
of Europe; and I hope soon to be supplied with mat& ' rials for a fill account of tbm. Even tbcir mi&Y 
remains in India must excite compeion, w k n  we oolc 
' sider how great they once were, and from wbat heigha 

they fell, through the intolerant zeal and supentition of 
' their neighbourn. Their features are peruliar, and their 
* language di&ront, but perbapa not mdidly, from dul 
' of the other Hindoos. Their villagm )lp titill dled 

Palli.'-Asint. Rerearch, Vd. 111. 
t Captain Wilford on Egypt and the Nile.-Loubere's 

Acwunt of Siam.-Chambers on the Ruina of Mamli- 
purara-daiat. Research. Yol. I. 
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e q p f t d  ad the vulgar 1anguuge.of Am, + the introduction of the Hindoo religion. Tho 
chmcter  in common uee throughout Ava and 
Pegae id a round Nageri, derived from the square 
Pdi, 6r mligioun text. I t  ir, formed of circles and 
mpenh of &lea, variously disposed and com- 
binect ; whilst the Pali, which is solely applied to 
&6 parposee of reliion, in a square letter, chiefly 
&misting of right angles. 
- The BirmPn bgasge contains thirty-three eim- 
pie sounds, to represent which, their alphabet, 
eammonly called Kagye Kague, consists of an 
@.el wtmberaf W i c t  characters, exclusive of 
b o a s  marke aad contractions, that wpply the 
place of long and short vowels, diphthongs, &a. 
3 % ~  are explained and ennmemted in separate 
eerb,  in h B h a n  SpeHing-book, entitld, Kayn- 
boungie, in d&h every poeeible combinadon is 
$'FB~ md s*emplw. 

It ~honld Be observed here, that there ie h o  re- 
preeentdon of the vowel corresponding with our 
r)lert ii, an from the frequent occurrence of that 
oomd in the middle and at  the eml of wortls, i t  

found convenient. to omit it in writing ; it is 
pe~ejdtdeee to be pronounced after evely simp'e 
&,ad - or cowonant not supplied with anotber 
vewh ash it be farbiden by n mark of elision 
fhced over the letter, or excluded by t l ~ e  junction 
of tao br more coesonantg in the form of a rom- 
pound chrracter. Theee einguhities, I am in- 
ktrared by Mr Witkins, are common to all the aL 
phabets of the Hindoo class. 

The &mane write from left to right, and thengh 
they leave no clistinpkhng space between tlleir 



words, thy mark the -of a sentwrc8abIllDdle 
fd stops. Their letters are and W 
mwmcriptg are in g e n e d  very b s a m M .  

The common boob of the Einmm, like t b e d  
of the H'mdoos, prutiahly d wch ss inhrbit tCle 
southern parts of India, are c o m e  ei the p& 
myra leaf, on which the lettem se chgnmd 
a etylns; bat the Bi r i l z~e  fbr timeel the lh&rb 
cal Hindom in the neatneea of the exearfen, d 
in the ornamental of their volasmn, In every 
Kioum, or monaetery, them ia a lilnarp a repslli; 
tory of boob, uaually kept in l aqaed  &&i, 
B d a  in the Mi text am eometimea C Y I I I $ ~ ~ L  
of thin stripes of bamboo, delicately pl&ed, d.rt 
&had over in meh r lrrarmer m to fom g 
smooth and hard amfam upon a leaf d any dh 
mensions. This emface is dkmuda gilded, sad 
the eacred lettera are tmxd upon h in black d 
shining japan. The margin is illumined l y w m d t e  
and figurea of gold, on a Rb, gmn, or k k  
ground. 

In the recitation of poety, the lmgaage ie esd 
ceedingly melodim. Even the paaa of cemteaa 
convenation appears to be meamred ; and the 
cluding word of each sentence is leng.6hewtt by a 
musical cadence, that marks the period t w t k  e u  
of a pereon wholly tmacquainted witk th nwan- 
ing. 

I t  is d i f h l t  to ascertain with precision tho 
exact limits of the Birmw empire. Dr B u e l ~  
an, who accompanied me, sought for g e o g q k a i  
information with the most diligent inquiry. H e  
poctrred, btlt not without considenable treable and 
=pen=, &etches of every part-of the B i i  



territwie: m d  he has tmmmitted the mat&le 
whieh he thus collected to the East I n d i  Com- 
pany. Thoee sketches, however, beiig contgined 
in various and detached pieces, not forming any 
cognected body, nor yet reduced to a graduated 
ecale, can hardly be brought into the shape of a 
r q p b  leah, withput the aid of eonpe tiuther com- 
mwiestione. They are peverthele%(l documents .of 
waeh intabsic valve .and irnportapca I t  is there- 
fore to be hoped bt, with the aid of some d d i -  
tiannl lighta, a vacuum on the t-trial globe wilh 
ere long, be filled up, and a portion of the earth 
debxted, wbi& beretofore hos been very imper- 
fsedy known. On a probable calculation from Dr 
B u M s  papers of the extent of the present 

empire, it appeare to iaclode the space be- 
ween the 9th and 26th degrees of north latitude, 
and between the 9W and 107th degrees of longi- 
tpde wt of Greenwich, about 1050 geographicat 
miles in, lagth,  and 600 in breadth. Thew are 
the ascertainable limits, taken from the Birman ac- 
m t e ;  but it is probable that their dominions 
.- still farther ta the north. I t  should, hov- 
ever, bq remark~d, that the brqadth often varies, 
md in wavy placee very inconsiderable, on what - 
. ip the Ewtem Peqinaula. 

Dr &I~haoaq, in the summary * or general out- 
line of the geograpl~ical material8 which he col- 
lected, thw exprwea himself on the subject of 
rivers *It appears, ' that the A m a n  river ie 

not so considerable as has b n  supp& but 

Extraeta from the Ben& Political Letter, 11th of 
September 1797. 



take9 ite rise in hills at no g r ~ t  dietme to thd 
' north. 

a That the river coming From Thibet, which L 
' snppoeed to bs that of Arrecan, is in fact the 

Keenduem, or the g?e& western br&ncb of the 
* Ava river. 

a T h a t w h & I s b a p p a s e d t o b t h e ~ ~  
' d t b e h d + , i s i s i n t a e t ~ ~  

. 4 ~ h p e e e e a t y A ~ ~ r r m a t o t b ~  
4 keeping weat h m  the prslrincs of Y-, d 

leaving between it and that  pa^% of China a cea& 
*trymbjecttothe B i  

T h t  the Lankiaag, wbich Is mppomd ta b 
a the great branch of the h n d d y ,  hsa no edm- 

munication 6th h t  river; but on entehg the 
* Birman dominiom wmmee the name of Thaluayn, 
a or Thanluayn, and f d a  into the eea at Martabad. 

That the river of Pegue, whicb is m p p d  to 
come from China, rises among hills about 100 
' miles from the sea, and which form the bamdpry 
' Between the Birmsn and Pegue kingdome. 

That between the Pegne and Mertsban rim 
'+there is a lake, from which two rivm proud. 

The one rum n o d  to Old Ava, 'Rhere it j a b  
the Myompya, or Little River d Am wMob 
mmea from mo& on the frontiere d Chino; 
' the other river rana south from the lake to the 
' sea, and is the Sitang river in the map. 
' That the riven of China, which me m p p d ~  

' to be the heads of the Pegae river, are thm sf 
' the river of Siam. 
' That the rivem of S i  and Cambodia com- 

' maniarb by a very eensidmble brrscb, &led 
' the Annan. ' 



This diepoeition of the rivers gives an entire new 
face to the geography of India extra Gangem; 
and from the diligence and abiiity with which Dr 
Buchanan collated the several accounts that he re- 
ceived, I am inclined to believe that his etatelnent 
ie nearly correct. 



CHAPTER V. 

PERMISSION GRANTED TO M A K E  ASTRONOMI- 

CAL OBSERVATIONS-MESSAGE SROM THE 
KING-RIVER RISES-PRESENT O F  WHBAT- 

BEES-HONEY-BENGAL PAINTER EMPCOYBD 

A T  COURT-MODE OP CATCHING WILD ELE- 

PHANTS-KISG SOLICIFOUS TO INTRODUCE 

TIIE A R T  OF GLASS-MAKING-ATTENTIONS 

FUOhl VICEROYS TO FOREIGN MINISTERB- 

LET1'ERS ARRIVE FROM BENGAL-OUR PEO- 
PLE IIEALTHY-CHINESE THE REVERS& 

T H E  CAUSE-CEREMONY ARRbNGED-PBO- 

CESSION-MANNER OF ENTRANCE-IXTRO- 

DUCTION IVTO T H E  LOTOO, OR GRAND COUN- 

CIL HALL-DESCRIPTION OF T H E  COURT- 

I T S  MAGNIFICENCE-KING NOT PRESPNT- 

QUESTIONS PROPOSED-BANQUET-POBMALI- 
TIES OBSERVED I N  RETURNING. 

TIIE occurrences that took place in the i n t e A  
between our arrival and the 30th of August, the 
day appointed for our formal introduction, were 
not of sufficient importance to require a minute 
relation. We enjoyed whatever pei~onal conve- 
nience the country could supply; and I gladly em- 
Lrac~d eveiy opportunity to evince the most irq- 
plkit confidence, which I I induced to tbink WWI 



p r o d ~ ~ c h  of beneficid comquenaes. Tu my 
public character, ae will appear in the sequel, the 
conduct of the Birman wlu-t was punctiliom, and 
haughty, even to insufferable arrogance; but my 
accommodation and security, as an individual, were 
attended to with d l  the urbanity that caul$ be 
expected from the most polished state of Europe. 

Geography is the foundation of all hitorial 
linowletlge, without which history becomes little 
+ h % r  than romance. Having hitherto fodnd the 
most authentic geographical &formation tht  I 
c6uld obtain, respecting countxies eastward of the 
,Ganges, to be extremely erroneous, I waa on rb.t 
amount more particularly deeiroua to d e t e m h  
the true situation of the capital of Ava, especially 
as I had now a favourable opportunity of profiting 
by Qe aseietanee of a gentleman of hgh profee 
eianal talents. I t  memed expedient, however, to 
dtain the aaaetiw of the Birman government, be- 
fare I authjrized Mr Wood to commence astrow- 
mIcal observations ; and, in reply to an application 
3 niade throllgh the Mnywoon of Pegue, I d v -  
ed 't8e moat liberal acquiescence-a compliment 
thad was afterwarda enhanced by a gracious me& 
sage from his Birman majesty, desiring to know, 
according to our calculation, the exact time when 
the expe~ted eclipse of the moon wru, to take 
place, and, ae it was partial, what portion of the 
'.Ifin$ body would be in shade ? Mr Wood m- 
&died him in both particulars, md we were in. 
f6rmed that the king, on compdring M i  Wood's 

I 
acctRlnt with hie own predictions (fbr he is said to 
be himself an adept in the science), diaeovered 
d y  a di iht  aigerence in the segment of the moon 
"- VOL. XI. 11 

t 



whi& was to be Obscpred. Mr Wood's Lnoy  
ledp procnrecl him coneiderable reepect mong tbe 
better informed nativea, but it excited the terror 
of the vulgar. Being obi@ at night to leave the 
g m e  aad go ont on the plain, in order to have a 
dietinct view of tbe heavenly bodies, the peasants 
that inhabited the neighbowing villagee believed- 
bim to be a xmmmaneer, and hie t eWpe * 
*-keeper instramenta of magic. In their 
der, they eometimea crowded about him so ae to 
disturb hia operations; but it was nothing more 
d.n hmhm edmity. They wanted to diwmverby 
w h t  meam he held cammumation with the lht@ 
tbe mpmtad end invisible agenta of the air. 
The river, which had now risen to its ntmmt 

bight, had cmcmmched so much on the grove, 
to threaten a general inundation ; and we began 
& tbjnk it not impmbable that we should be obhp 
ed some night heetily to change our midence from 
she ho~ee  to the boats. The cauae of the melling 
ofthe watere wae not apparent, as there had not fP1- 
len with w a d c i e n t  quantity of rain to produce 
tbe m d h  alteration in the body of the river. Tbe 
.Bhaai, however, who knew the exact limit to 
d i c h  it would riae, laughed at our proposing te 
lloaks uMgemente for a sndden e m b 8 ~ h t h ,  and 
d me that, w i t h  the memory of msa, stbe 
&ode had never suqmd a certain bonndaq. 

Although, from the nature of the grormtlr in 
meighbonrhd of our dwelling, lice was the oaff 
grain that could be adtiwted, we nnderetood that 
on the other aide of the lakc, near the city, them 
wem extensive fielda of wheat, which, from tbe 
mmples brought to ne, seemed to be equal in q w  
lity to the finest growth of Eqgland. The market 
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price of Ummerapoora was one &&d, adkly bdf 
a crown, for a taindaung, or baaket weighhg a- 
@-six pounds ; but we had no occaeion to p e  
chase any, as the provision made by the commie- 

- scrry of government, and the preeenW from tbosd 
who vle~ted ns, kept our store-room hll. E v e 9  

z who came brought aomerhi, eitber !hi% 
, a plate of h e  rice, of wheat, or eome 

sipr9lpr mark of respect. In  return, I tfeatetl 
t h e  of the higher order with tes and meetmeatbl 
OI the former they were extremely hnd ; and I 
m truly say, that from ten in the morning uefil 
BV-, the tea equipage wss never unemptaJrd 
&n obd man who acted as commiesrug, and lM 
in rhoom adjacent to out dwelling; wboee titk 

Kyewoon, brought all the females of hia fi- 
&ly to see ns. They produced a6 their dering, 
h h  honeycamba hanging h n  brauches of the 

tree. The honey wan hpping fronl tbb 
@p!a into pane. I was told thst the he& wera 
mid m the woods, and in meh pbeaty, that wax 

a staple article of commerce. The netbee 
$&e a mode of gathering the b e y  without de- 

the insect. The soldiers of the guard 
domestics continued to receive two taclial, 

'a%tated periods, h addition to their allowanca of 
@b; and beetle-leaf wan to be had fresh from 

belonging to the adjacent aagw..  In 
19 these plmtatione, which very much reeemble- 
8a Eagliah hopgarden, I saw a mnn watering !!- plants by means of a wheel, which raised water 

Uat of a well from a considerable depth. The 
e waa constructed with much ingenuity. 
reputation that my Bengal drenghtsman 

&kl mqired by hie botanical dmwings, performed 



under the fnapection of Dr  Ruchnnan, ltaving 
come to the knowledge of his Birman majesty, or, 
in the Birman phme, hzring reached the Golden 
Ears, the king was pleaqed to tlesire a upecimen 
of his skill, and sent over a painting on glasss, exe- 
cuted by a Siamese artist in his own service, uig- 
nifying his royal will that it uhould be copied up- 
on paper. This picture, which was a tolerd~le 

I 
performance, represented the mode of catching 
wild elephants in the forests. I t  was thus dr- 
scribed to me. The hunters, mounted on tame ' 
elephants that are trained to the business, by l y i n ~  
flat on their. backs, introduce themselves unnoticed 
into a wild herd, and take an opportunity to cast 
a running noose in the tract of the one that is 
meant to be secured. The other end of the ropo 
is fastened to the body of the tame elephant, who 
immediately tl~roms the wilt1 one down. A 1)attlc 
then ensues, in which the trained elephant, bcinq 
assistecl by its associates, soon overpornem the in- 
habitant of the woods, who is deserted by all the 
others. I t  is afterwards borne away a prisoner, 
fast bound to two of its captors, whilst another 
moves on at its head, and a fourth urges it hehintl. 
In  a fern weeks, by proper discipline, the animal 
becomes docile, and submits to its fate. Those 
that are taken in the manner delineated in the 
Plate, I was told, are for the most part females. 
Male elephant8 arc uqua!ly enticed by the bl 
ments of the females, * trained for the F 

landish- 
mrpose, 

mner o f  . .,.& For a more ample description o f  the m: 
catrliing wild elepliante in Tipun, near the mounta~ns mar 
divide Uengal from the Rirman dominions see n Paper 
by Jolin Corse Esq. (now Jnhn Corse Scott E'iq. of Sin- 
ton), in tho third Volumo of the Asiatic Researcher Tlle 



illm - an ~mlosure or Keddah, !?om' whence .they 
cannot e2tricate themselves, and are erusily secured. 
My painter performed the task 00 much to his 
maieatp's satisfaction, that a request was made for 
his further services, h executing a drawing of a 
celebrated image of Gaudma, in which I willingly 
acquipqced. H e  was employed on it a week, and 
w l ~ r n  it was finiehed, his majesty condescended to 
express his approbation of the performance, which 
was certainly much superior to  anv thing that his 
on- painter could produce. 

Among the a-ticles of foreign trade which had 
fount1 their way into the Birman country, nothing 
was held in higher estimation than the European 
glass-ware, imported into Rangoon fmm the Bri- 
t i ~ h  settlements in India. The art of vitrification 
has long been known and practised in most countries 
of the East. But no where they can make a pure 
transparent substance, like that which is brought 

. from Europe. The Birman monarch, who is a great 
admirer of the manufacture, was particularly desir- 
ous to introcluce it into his dominions; and sup- 
posing that every Englishman must be vensed in the 
knowledge of making whatever comes from his own 
cmu~try, he sent a message to request that I would 
furnisll his artificers with such instructions as might 
practice of Pegue differs someu.hat from that of the Bengal 
I~antcre 

Tllc Editor of these volumes has had an opportunity. 
through the kindness of Mr Scott of Sinton, of seeing se- 
vcml \ nluable papers which are now in his possession, and 
which were drawn up by him, upon this subject, as well 
as upon some other parts of the natural history of ele- 
l'hanfa ; and, had his space permitted, would vPly glndlv - 
1:1:5 c :~vailcti himself of the permission he obligingly rcceiv- 

P I ,  to md,r some extracts from tirrm for the present work. 

1 
I r  2 

?. 



U e  them to fabrieaie g b  of a qdv.eq.r)~r, 
. what was made in England. Unluckily, none ef 
ae Lppened to be skilled in d m  mystery of s glmrs- 

- house. All, therefore, that we coulcl do, wae to a- 
plain the principles of the art, which Dr BUG- 
obligingly undertook ; and in order to &cilihte 
the acquirement, and guide them in h e  p d e e ,  I 
lent them the Encyclopeedia Britsnniea, and poiro- 
ed out the article where the process is fully ex- 
plained. Baha Sheen and the Armenian interpne- 
ter translated it into the K i m  tongue. Bat, I 
much fear that the theory alone, conveyed in teame 
of science, will not, without pr~ctieal 
advance them very far in m art which his B i m m  
majesty i+m laudably noliciteus to bring to. per- 
fection among his subjects. 

It was a matter too r e m a r u  to p u s  nmatic- 
ed, that of the numben, who did me the honour of 
a vieit, there wss not one that hsd any share in tbe 
aclrninistration of public daira, the Woondeck thpt 
met me at  Pegahm excepted, who, though of die- 
tinpished rank, is but an inferior minister. .None 
of the Wongees or A ttawmns condescended to pay 
me the compliment. The Maywoon of Pegue 
sometimes honoured me with his compnny. His 
official consequence, however, was here d i m i d -  
etl into insignificance, notwithstanding Ile wae af 
the highest order, except one, of nobility, wearing 
a tzdoe of nine strbge. / j l ~  

When a public minister is delegated from a tb 
reign power to the Birman court, it is the eatab- 
lished custom for the Maywoon, or governor of the 
frontier province which the minister fimt enters, to 
provide fix his safe conveyance to the rapital, and 
to attend to his convenience so long as he con- 



. s h  q t e  d d e  in tbe emntry-a eedm r K i  

.r&e is frequently obliged to perform in person, as 
.in the p ~ e ~ e n t  case of the Engliih deputation. 
The @ernor of Bamoo, the p r o b  borderingon 
Yunan, performed the ofice to our Chinese nqh- 
born wkh the atmost kindness and urbanity, and. 
in Bi frequent visits t o  them teok the opportunity 
ef calling upon me. He was a sensible man, ex- 
ceedingly wurteoua in hie manner and 8dt1reea. 
EIe wid that h had been twice to Pekin in the ea 
padty of +t+ before he obtained hie p m n t  sta- 

t tiea ; and deecribed the journey ss very fntiga- 
irtgi but, at the pFoper seeson, not'st all perilom. 

- He wm upwards of three months in performinp it. 
The road from the frontiers of tbe profince of Bn- 
moo until he penetrated far into Manchegee, or 
Ynnw, lay through maantaina During the last 

i thirty days he travelled in a boat on canale and 
rivers. He informed me that there were two 
lanSaages npolcen in China. One the Timup, or 
d v e  Chheea; the ather the T k t ,  or Tartar 

, awe. The latter i the Isngnage of the conquer- . em The Birmans have not liberty to pass at win 
iubb the Chieese territory, nor the Chinme in- 
. to that of the Birtnane ; but the governor has 
- power to  p t  pas~ports. He gave me an impm- . sion of the Chop, or eeal, which be was aecllstom- 
=ed to afiix to such peperu, and likewise promised 

me a chart of his route to Pekin, which he after- 
-dm prmnted to me. I had various ocmione 
to acknowledge the attention and kindnew of this 

-$ruly well bred and intelligent man, who seem- 
< ed to bave profited from hia travels, and to bare 
* Bpwcome that affected resave which ie the uatioa- 
d cbracteliutic of a Birman courtiw 



On the 15th of Angust, the sniW d i Ilris; 
sew from Rangbon, e n t  by Captain Th& 
M the bearer of letters and newpapen, tbst h&d 
beem brought fiom Calct~tta, diffneed attong 
that satidaction which they only who have 
in remote countries, and long abeent from th& 
Mends, can truly estimate. I t  was the drst cots- 
mnnication we had received since OUT departwe 
from B e n d ,  and the Bitnation of affairs in Ea- 
rope wss at that time extremely interesting. 

In addition to the comfort we experienced f~& 
living at e a ,  and having mery want liberdly 
mpplied, o m  gratitude was b e  to P r o v i d e n ~  fit 
the inestimable blessing of health, wbich we en- 
pyed to s degree thst faRy eoinced the dtbrity 
of the climate. Not a aymptom of eickness, in a 
single instance exce d, had manifested itseIf 8- 

mong peopk. k ttt this wae dot the case with 
am Chinese ne~ghbom. They were less fcmtr- 
nate. A dysentery, which had early attacked the 
senior member of the embsssy, began to spread 
among hia domeatica ; and, although they were 
not nume~~us, we heard of treqnent dea th  and of 
general ilineea among them. As no doubt conid 
be entertained of the healthiness of the eituation 
 we^ were in, their malady was to be ascribed to 
mme other cause than the atmosphere. Tbe g ~ -  
mum of Bamoo, however, explained the matt& 
9 sensibly, by observing, that the sickness nn- 
der which they alone laboured, entirely originated 
in their own indolence, and in the pernicious diet 
that they 4. The Chinese are said to be M- 
h d t y  great lovem of swine's tleeh ; and these 
pe- possessed all the partiality of theif 
corntry for t h t  unclean animal. They had eret- 



tad a &-atye within the encloeure of their dwell- 
ing, where they fed pork for their own table, and, 
ae a matter of compliment, sometimes sent s joint 
of the meat to me. But though it seemed to 1m 
good, we could not bring ourselves to use it. I n  
addition to the ill effects of uuch gnwvl fwd, they 
took no exercise, and hk' immoderately of shou- 
&ow, a fiery and deleterious spirit. The gover- 
nor of Bamoo, who accounted for the cause of 
their ailment, condemned their sensuality, which, 
be aaid, he had in vain endeavoured to correct by 
dvioe and persuasion A t  length the principal 
legate b e a w e  so seriously ill that his life wae 
judged to be in danger. T l ~ e  governor, anxioue 
for the preservatiun of a person whose safety was 
in some degwe intrusted t o ~ h i s  care, with a hu- 
manity that did him honour, applied to me for 
medical aea&ance. Dr Buchanan willingly ac- 
companied hi to tlre sick man's chamber, and on 
examining hie patient, immediately .perceived ahpt 
the cane wae desperate. H e  wae an emaciated 
old man, reduced by a disease of such long coq- 
tipo~nce, an to leave no prospect of recovery. Me- 
dicineq however, were administered, which, though 
tbey atForded but a temporary relief, raiaed a fal- , 
Iaciom hope in the breast of the ederer,  who ex- 
p u d  the utmost anxiety to be able to attend on 
the day appointed for our public reception, a t  
which h e  the Chinese deputies were likewise to 
be introduced. They had before been admitted to 
UI informal audience of the king, when the court 
waa at Meengonng, soon after their first arrival, 
wbere hie majesty met tllem aa though by chance. 
It ie not ma1 for the king to receive public mini- 
mtem ~ n i o u d y ,  except in the metropolis, 
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As the time approached that waa appointed fot 
our public entry into Ummerapoora, which as yet - 
we had only viewed from our residence on the 
opposite bank of the lake, I judged it proper to 
make some inquiry respecting the ceremonials 
d l y  observed on ~ u c h  owmione, and the ex- 
terior forms of homage that would be required. 
I wished also to aecertain the relative degree of 
fink that would be granted to the agent of the 
Governor-general of India; and aa I was effi- 
eially given to underatand that the Chinese depu- 
ties were to be introduced on the ssme day, l 
urged my right to precedence, on the tilorough 
persuasion that they did not constitt~te an i m p r i d  
embsssy, but were merely a provincial legation, d- 
though proqabIy sanctioned by the monarch of China 

The n e k t y  of ascertaining these pointa be- 
cnme evident, from the scrupulous regdrd to ex- 
ternal forms which the Birmans manifested upon 
every occasion. The Maywoon of Pegue being the 
channel of my &cid wmmunication, I received 
through him, in reply to my first application, a 
general assurance of due attention, but iw equivo- 
cal answer with respect to the Chinese. Repeat- 
ing the requisition for satisfactory particulars, I wad 
informed that I should be allowed parity of r(mlt 
with the nobility of the court, and that precedence 
over the Chinese deputies would be granted to me. 
With those assurances I remained eatisfied. 

On the 29th of August, the day preceding %tar( 
of our formal introduction, I received a m e w ;  
desiring to know what number of atten&ants I 
meunt to take with me, and to specify the mk 
they bore, particnlnrlp that of the pundit, the 
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d e e , ' a n d  painter. I waa at the eame time 
aeqnainted, that it was not customary to & n i t  
armed men into the palace, a form to which I 
readily assented Late in the evening, another 
ineeeage was brought ta inform me, that the pro- 
fession of D r  Buchanan was held by the Hirmsns 
-ia a less dignified estimation than it bore among 
-us ; and that it wae unusual, on such solemn oe- 
casions, to receive 8 pereon of his station into the 
Lotoo, or great council hd. I took some pains 
to vindicate the dignity of the l i W  and enlighten- 
ed profemion of medicine, and explained to them, 
that there was no monarch of Europe who did 
not consider a physician aa worthy to hold a place 
in the most d d i s t w h e d  mIrs of society. This 
.difffclJty was at length conquered. They agreed 
to receive the Doctor, but stipulated that he should 
ride on horrrebaek in the procession, and nrrt be 
indulged with an elephant-a privilege which, they 
$sid, wae granted only to persons of the highest - 
consequence. 
- Repamtory to our visit, the presents intended 
for his majesty were carefully aseorted, and put 
into separate boxes. They were both h a n h m e  
and costly, consieting of &on8 kinds of Euro- 
pean and Indian articlee, such ae mirrors, cu?- 
glaes, fireame, broad-cloths, embroidered mus- 
lh, and Indian silh, all of the finest quality dtat 
 odd be procured. Among other things there - h a  a Shanscrit manuecript, superbly illumined, 
- a d  written with beautiful minuteness. It was a 
-copy of the Bagwaat Geeta, enclosed in a case of 

gold, and designed as a personal mmpliment from 
.Sir John Shore, the Governor-general, to his Bir- 

, man majesty. There was also aa electr id  ma- . .  



ebine, of tha eftBde of which some of the 
w&e not ignonmt. * The baxea were cb* 
with red aatin, and faistened to p d e g  for the a~gk. 
venience of being carried on men's shoyldera 
Every matter was arranged on the day before the 
ceremony was to take place. 

On the 30th of A w t  we took an early break- 
fast, and about eight o'clock a sere-dogee, er se- 
c r e w  of the Lotoo, came to acquaint ne that 
boate were prepared to couvey ns across the lake. 
Our domestics hnd received orders to hold them- 
selves in readinem, dressed in the livery of th6 
e m b a y ,  and the guard was p d e d  without arms. 
The preaenta having been seat before, we walkad 
to the water side, attended by Baba-&en, the 
Sere-dogee, and several inferior officere. A t  the 
eame time the two junior memtws of the Chi- 
nese miasion, tlw wnior being now at the point 
of death, came Earth from the eta ef th& ehcle- 
nure, attended by a retinue compwatively very 
small. We found three war-boats .at the bank 
ready to receive us. Thew bmta were epffi- 
ciantly capacious for the number &ey were dea- 
tined to contain. l 'he largest waa of fifty oam, 
but they were not above one-third m d ,  ppo- 
bddy with a view to our ac~ommodation, as tbe 
veaaeb are so narrow that persons u n a c c u s w  
to them w e t  sit between t b  rowers without ia- 
convenience. I t  did wt, Iwwever, WC8pe our 
notice that they were quite p b  withwt & 
ther gilding or paint. We were about tweuty 
miuutes i~ rowing to the opposite side of the lakps- 
and found a crowd of people collected near tln: 

An electrifying maahine bod been tst.oduacd d 
yeor* ago by e Yrench~niin. 



X\:BASSY TO AVA. 97 

t&!&% edge to see ua land. .The plsce where we 
k d e d  appeared to be marly a mile, in a direct 

' @e%elow the fort, the sonthem walls of which 
- are wjL4hyl by the lake when the watem are swol- 
' bn. Three elephants imd several horses were 
waiting to convey us, and some Birman officers 
of inferior conseqnence attended at the bank, 
& m a  in their robes and caps of ceremony. The 
h l t u r e  of the animals we were to ride was far 
kbm being superb. Men of rank in the Birman 
&&pike alwnya guide their own elephants, and sit 

- bn the neck, in the same manner that the drivere 
, or rnohaats do in India Owing to thie castom, 

they are unproviddd with those cornmodiotrs seats 
'-m which an'Indian ternan reposes at e m  on 
' the back of this xio !? le beaet, whilst the govern- 

inent of it is intrusted tb another person. A large 
wicker basket, somewhat resembling the body of 
an open cafiisge, but smaller, witbout any ele- 

-vated seat, and covered with carpets at the bot- 
tom, t~es fastened on the back of the elephant by 
.ineans of iron chains that paased under hie belly, 
and were preveated from chafing him by tanned 
aihides. This equipage ww neither comfortable 
fxor elegant; but aa I had not learned how te 
manage an elephant, and ride between his em,  
there was no alternative. I was obliged either 
to take wlmt was provided, or submit to a lew 
Idtgnilkd conveyance. The drivers, instead of 
making the beast kneel down to receive his riJer, 
se ie the cubtom in other countries, drove him np 
fb a temporary stage that had been erected for the 
p u p a e  of mounting. Each of the Chinese tlepn- 

. h e  was also honoiued with an elephant. Mr 
VOL. 11. I 
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Wood and Dr Buchanan rode on handsome spirit- 
ed horses, of the amall Pegue breed, which haJ 
been prepared for them, and were equipped with 
much better furniture than was assigned t~ the 
elephants. The Birman saddles, however, not 
G i g  well calculated for the ease of an European 
rider, two of English manufacture, which we had 
brought with us, were substitutecl in their stead 
The moonshee, tbs puadit; and the painter, were 
likewise permitted to ride on horseback. After 
we had adjusted the ceremonial of mounting, the 
procession was m h a l l e d  in the following order : 

A Sandohgasn, or master of the mremoniee, 
on horseback : 

Au Oniroupeeree, or register of etrangers, 
on horseback : 

A Letzounseree, or register sf preeents, 
on hombaek, 

dressed in their official robea and caps. 
Soldiers that compoeed the escort. 

The elephant of the representative of the 
Governor-gened. 

Mr Wood and Dr Bucbanan, on horseback. , 

Baba-Sheen, as chief interpreter. 
The Chinese deputies on elephants, preceded by 

their serv-anta, bearing !lap. 
A Woondock, or second wnnwllor of state. 

Two Terrezogees, or officers who hold 
judiciary stations. 

The eervants of the embasey waked on each 
aide, two by two ; and a number of conetablea 
attended, with long white rods, to lieep off the 
populace. 

The proeeasion b e i i  thue arranged, we c o w  
menced our march, keeping a moderatr: pace* so 
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re not to distress the bearers of the pres6nte: ~ f - '  
ter proceeding a short way, we entered a wide 
i n d  handsome street that was paved with brick. 
The houses on each side were low, built of wood, 
irnd covered with tiles. They had been evidentIy . 
prepared for the occasion, being fresh whitewash- 
ed, and decorated with boughs and flowers. The 
shops, which are u d y  opened towards the street, 
displayed their best goods. In front of each house 
wae a slight latticed railing of bamboo, advanced 
&to the street, to the distanq of three or f o u  
feet. Ove; this space was spread a shade of 
barnhod niata, that reached from the eaves of the 
buses to the railing, forming a sort of covered 
balwxiy, every one of which was crowded with 
+xtatois, men and women indiscriminately. Boy8 
sot on the tops of the homes, and the shv.ets were 
do thronged as to leave only a sufficient space for 
the procession to move without intemption. But 
what rendered the scene most remarkable wae, 
& posture which the multitude preserved. Every 

R erson, as soon as we csme in sight, squatted on 
is hams, and continued in that attitude until we 

had passed by. This was an indication of high 
ieapect. Throughout the crowd there was no 
disturbance, nor any extraordinary noise. The 
populace looked np and gazed in silence, nor did 
tbey attempt 4.0 follow us, but wete satisfied with 
a trsnsient new. The Pagwaats, or constables, 
&med with long rods, sometimes affected to strike 
those who were most forward, in order to make 
them recede ; but in this act they humanely a- 
voided hurting any one, generally directing the 
Blow to the ground clove to those whom they in- 
tended tu remme. Thus we passed through se- 
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r e d  wide atreeta running In a etr$gbt direct to^, 
and often crossed by others at right sne;les. qf4! 
perceived only two brick houses, and these we 
were informed belonged to foreigners. Contiguoun 
to the fort was a small street, entirely occupied by 
the shope of silversmiths, who exhibited their wares 
in the open balcony, and displayed a great variety 
of B i i a n  utensils in plate. The distance from 
the landing-place to this street we computed to be 
two miles. Immediately after, we crossed the 
ditch of the fort, which was wide, deep, and faced 
with brick, but hcl  little water in it. The pas- 
sage was over a causeway formed on a mound of 
earth, in which there was a chasm of about ten 
feet to carry off the rain, and acroes this a strong 
b~iclge of plank8 was laid. Between the bridge 
and the foot of the wall, there was a space, eighty 
or a hundred feet wide, on which two redoubte 
were raised to defend the pamage of the ditcb. 
The rampart, faced by a wall of brick, was about 
twenty feet high, exclusive of the parapet, which 
had embrasures for cannon, and apertures for mne- 
ketry. Small demi-baatione projected at regular 
distance8 beyond the wall, but they did not ap- 
pear to contain d c i e n t  space to admit of heavy 
ordnance. The body of .the rampart wes com- 
posed of eruth, sustained ezternally and within 
by utrong walls. The gate was massive, with a 
wicket in it ; and the fort altogether, considered ae 
an Eastelm fortification, mas respectable, but in- 
sufficient to resist the approaches of an enemy 
skillecl in war. The Birmana, however, believe 
it to be impregnable. They put their trust in the 
height a d  solidity of their wall, which they con- 
ceive to be strong enough to resiet all asauk+ in- 
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ibpnhent  of th6 cover of a glacis, or any'othrr 

Mvanced work than the ditch. I did not attempf 
to mortify their pride by telling them a disagree- 
able truth, that a battery of half a dozen cannon 
would in a few hours, reduce their walls to a heap 
bf ruins ; and indeed if I had told them so, it is pro- 
bable they might not have credited the information. 

W e  entered by tbe western gate. There was 
Kttle distinction between the houses in the fort and 
those of the city, except that the dwellings of 
firsons of official consequence, w d  the members 
of the royal family, who resided within the walls, 
were surrounded by a wooden partition that in- 
Mmed a court. We passed, making aeveral angles 
in our way,. though a market ssuppHed with lice, 
pnlee, a d  other vegetables, but saw neither meat 
nor fish. At the distance of two short streets 
from the palace, we came to a spot where bamboo 
atsges were erected for us to alight, similar to 
those at the landing-place. Here we dismounted, 
b d  wallted in the same order as we had rode. 
Coming to the top of a short street leading down 
to the palace, we were desired by the Sandohgaan, 
& master of the ceremonies, through Baba-Sheen, 
to stop and make obeisance to the residence of 
majesty, by a gentle inclination of the body, and 
raking the hand to the head, as they did ; a tle- 
Xire with which I complied, although I conceived 
me distance so great as hardly to require that 
fduk of respect. When we had proceeded two 
or three hundred yards farther, the Sandohgaan 
fepeated the ceremony of bowing, to which I of- 
fired no objection; nor should I have felt the 
6mallest reluctance in complying, had not the man- 
I s .  1 2  



ner d,& Snndohgaan leen what I cens iW7 
extremely disrespectful. Thus we proceeded, until( 
we came to the rhoom, which was a lofty W, 
raised four or five feet iiom the ground, and open 
on all sides ; it was situated about a hundred* 
yards from the gate of the palace court, on the 
left hand, and in the centre of a spacionb area 
Putting off our shoes, we entered the ealoon, aud 
sat down on carpets that were +read for us, wkh 
oyr faces towarde the palace gate. Here the pre- 
sen@ were deposited, wbilst the Chineee deputiea 
took their places on the other side. 

I t  was now atput ten o'clock, and the woondock 
intimated that we must wait until -all the prinma 
of the r o d  family arrived, before it would be 
proper for us to enter. W e  had sst but a short 
time, when the prince of Pegghm, the jnnios of 
the king's sons in point of rauk, though not in 
years, being born of a different mother, made hie 
appearance. H e  was mounted on dm aeak of s 
veiy h e  elephant, which he guided.hiiself, sit 
ting on a scarlet cloth embroidered with g d ,  
whilst a servant behind, on the back of the animal, 
screened him from the sun with a gilded panwot 
Allout fifty mueketeem led the way. These wem 
followed by anumber of halberdiers, carrying 8~~ 

with gilded shafts, and decorated with gold tamela 
Six or eight officers of his housebold (each of tbe 
king's sons have a separate eatabliebment) m a  
next, dressed in velvet robea with embroidered 
~ p s ,  and chains of gold depending from the left 
shoulder to the right side : these immediately pra- 
ceded the princek elephant. Another body of 
Rpeannen, with his palanquin of state, c l o d  tlaa 
procession. On enterhg the gate, he qaw to one, 



d ltie amndants a polished ir&n hook, with which 
Ps' governed h i  elephaat ; ae not any thing tbat 
epa be used as a weapon is d e r e d  to be bronght 
within the precincts of the palace, not even by 
hie majeety's eons. The prince's escort halted with- 
ant the gate, and the greater namber of kis at- 
tendants were stopped, thoae only being admitted 
whe were of hi@.r rank, together with the men 
who carried hielage beetle-box of gold, and h i  
9aggon of water, which are brought rather for 
laate than for refreshment. When the prince had 
alighted, him elephant returned, and all the attend- - + themselves in the aree between the 
rheom gnd the palace gste. *Soondafter the prince 
of Pegahm had entered, the prince of Tongho, 
the next in precedence, appeared. He was at- 
temled by a suit nearly similar to that of hi bro- 
tber ; and in rruccession cam the princes of Bassein 
and of Prome: the Engy Teekien, or heir appa-. 
rent, came Isst. When he amred it wae twelve 
o'clock, which the great d m  tbat proclaims the 
bmue sounded from a lofty tower near the palace. 
The &ate in which the latter persontip made hi 
ppblic entrance wm highly wperb, and becoding 
his elevated station. He wse preceded by a nu- 
mermw body guard of infantry, coneieting of fm 
or fire handred men, armed with musketa, who 
marched in regular files, and were nnifo~mly cloth- 
ed and accoutred. Next came a party of Cassay 
troopere, habited in their fanciful dress, with high 
conical raps bending backwards. We were told 
t h ,  through respect, they had alighted from their 
horses nearly at the name place where we had die- 
nxmnted. Twenty or thirty men followed theae, 
heldmg long gilded wan& ; then came eighteen or 
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twenty ~uilitary officers of rank, with giTtIeb s e t !  
mets ; next, the civil officers of his household 
his conncil, wearing the tzaloe, or chain of nobi-' 
Ijty, ant1 arrayed in their robes and caps of state: 
pr ied according to their respective ranks. Thti 
prince, borne on men's shoulders, in a very n'cK 
palanquin, but without any canopy, followed. Hd 
was ~creened from the sun Ly a large gilded fan 
supported by a nobleman ; and on each side of his 
palanquin walked ~ i x  Cassay astrologers, of the 
Bnu~~iniral sect, dressed in white gowns and white 
caps stutlded with stars of goltl. Close behind, his' 
cervants carried his water-flaggon, and a gold ' 

beetle-box, of a size which appeared to be no in- 
<onsidemLle load for a man. Several elephant$ 
and led horses with rich hou~ings came after. Some, 
inferior officers, and a body of spearmen, with 
three companies of musketeers, one clothed in 
blue, another in green, and a Sinl -in red, con- 
cluded the procession. 

In every part of this ostentatious parade, per-' 
fect regularity was maintained, which considerably 
increased the effect. All things seemed to have 
been carefully predisposed, and properly arranged.' 
If it was less splendid than imperial Delhi, in 
the days of Mogul magnificence, it was far more 
decorous than any court of Hindostan at the pre- 
sent day. The rabble was not tumultuous, the 
attendants and soldiery were silent, and every man' 
seemed to know his own place. No noisy heralds, 
as is the custom in India, ran before, vociferating 
titles, and overturning people in their way. The 
display of this day was solemn and dignified ; and 
1 d ~ u b t  much whether, in any other capital, such 
multitudes could be brought together whh so little 
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confmion, as, h i d e s  the attendade aacl the mi- 
litary, there were many thousands of spectators. 

Our delay in the rhoom had now been protracted 
to two hours; a circumstance which, though it 
gratified our cnrimity with a novel and moet inte- 
resting spectacle, yet could not be wmidered as a 
mark of respect, especially as we had not the 
company of any person of distinguished d, the 
junior Woondock excepted, who stayed with na 
but a very short time. The attendance of the 
Maywoon of Pegne was, according to the nsage ' 
of the country, on this occasion, our undoubted 
right; and the example of the viceroy of Bamoo, 
who paid that compliment to the Chinese deputies, 
placed the omission in a more striking point of 
view, whilst the singular character of the people 
put it out of my power to rrttribute the neglect to 
chance, or to casual inadvertency. 

A few minutes after the Engy Teekein, or prince 
royal, had entered, we received a mmmong in 
compliance with which we proceeded from the 
rhoam, observing the same order ae before ; the 
meente carried in front, and the me& of the 
thinese embaeey followihg the Engliih cleputation. 
As we proceeded, the Sandohgaan was exceeding- 
ly trou$lesome, by d i n g  o n k  to make frequ&t 
snperflnone ob&uuwes, whilst his manner of re- 
quiring them was wnspicuously uncivil. I check- 
ed his insolence by obaerving, through Baba-Sheen, 
tbat if he wished me to proceed, he must alter 
his tone and demeanour. Thii reproof, however, 
had only a momentary effect; he soon resumed 
his arrogant behaviour, which he repeated through- 
ont the day whenever opportunity offered. 

On approaching the the @eater paat of 



dur a*nd&nts were stopped, and not permitted 
to follow us ; and we were desired to put off oar 
shoee, with which we immeditttely complied. 

The area we now entered was spacious, and 
I 

coutained the Lotoo, or grand hall of consnltatiox% 

council, and where affairs of state are dmcusaed 

I 
snd of au&ence, where the Woongees meet iri 1 

and determined. Within this enclosure there is srl 
h e r  court, separated by a brick wall, which com- 
prehends the palace, and all the buiIdings anhexed 
to the royal residence. Within the gate a troop 

I 
of t m n b h ~  were performing their feats, while 
dancing @In were exhibiting their graces in tbe 
open air, and on the bare ground, to the sound of 
no very harmonious music. We were next usher; 
ecl up a flight of stairs mto a very noble d o o n ,  

1 
or open hall, called the Lotoo, where the court' 
rvas assembled in all the pomp that B i a n  grand 
dew could display. On entering this hall, a 
artranger cannot fail to be surprised at  the msgniti: 
cence of its appearance. I t  is supported by seveni 
ty-seven pillars, disposed in eleven rows, each 
consisting of seven. The space between the pit- , 
lam I judged to be about twelve feet, except thd 
central row, which waa probably two feet wider. 
The roof of the building is composed of distinct 
stages, the highest in the centre. Tbe row of 
pillars that +supported the middle, or most lofty 
xoof, we judged to be thirty-five or forty feet in 
height ; the others gradually diminish as they ap- 
proach the extremities of the building, and those 
which sustain the balcony are not more than twelve 
or fourteen feet. At the farther part of the hall - 
there is a high gilded Iattice, extending quite across 
thb bnilcling, and in the centre of the Iattice is a 
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f i e d  door, which, when opened, disp,bya the 
t one. Qiis door is elevated five or six feet from 
the floor, so that the throne must be ascended by 
means of steps at the bacli, which are not visible, 
nor is the seat of the throne to be seen, except 
when the King wmes in person to the Lotoo. At  + bottom of the lattice there is a gilt balustrade, 
&ree or four feet high, in which the umbrellas and 

of state were deposited. The 
and the umbrellas were made 

of silk of that cdour, richly bespangled with gold. 
Within this magnificent saloon were seated, on 
t k  inverted l e m  all h e  princes and the princi- 
pal nobility of the B i i  empire, each person 
in the place appropriated to his particular rank and 
station. Proximity to the throne is, of course, 
the moet honourable dtuation ; and thie station was 
occupied by the princes of the bIood, the Woon- 
gees, the Attawoons, and other great officers of 
state. The Engy Teekien (or heir apparent) sot 
on a small stool> about six inches high ; the other 
princes on line mate. The space between the 
central pillars that front the throne, is always lefZ 
vacaut, for this curioue reason, that hie Majesty's 
eyes may not be obliged to behold thoee whom he. 
does not mean to h ~ n o u r  with a look. The place 
allotted for us waa next to this unoccupied part, 
ba t  we afterwards discovered that the Chinese de- 
puties had taken poeeession of thoqe seats which, 
according to the etiquette that had been agreed 
upon, the English gentlemen were to have occu- 
pied. So trivial a circumstance would not have 
merited attention, had it not been followed by cir- 
6nmstances which left< no room to suppose, that 

rela@g to-cxtepl  forms was eitLer ac~i: 



I - dental or unpremeditated on the part of thee whe 
regulated the ceremonials. 

After we had taken posseeeion of mate that had 
been spread for us, it was civilly intimated that we ' 

ought not to prbtrude the sold of our feet towards 
the seat of majedy, but should endeavour to sit 
in the posture that wae o k e d  by those around 
us. With thie deeire we would readily have com- 
plied, if it had been in our power, but we had 
not yet learned to sit upon our own legs. The 
flexibility of muscles which the Birmana, aud is- 
deed all the natives of India, poseesa, i mch ae 
cannot be acquired by Enropeanti. A Birmaa, 
when he sits, seldom touches the a t  with bm 
posteriors, but i supported by his heels. I t  ie 
m c e l y  practicable for an European, dressed in 
clme garments, to place himeelf in mch an atti- 
tude; and if he were able, it would be out of hi 
power to continue long in it. We inverted our 
lage ae much ae poseible, and the awkwwdnese 
with which we did this excited a smile from mme ; 
not a word, however, wae uttered, and our endea- 
vours, I thought, seemed to give estiefaction. In 
a few minutee eight Bmmim, dressed in white es- 
d o t a l  gowne, and silk caps of the same calm, 
studded with gold, aeeembled round the foot of 
the throne, within the baluetrade, and recited a 
long prayer in not unplessing recitative. Thb cere- 
mony lasted a quarter of an hour. When tbey 
bad withdrawn, the letter from the Governor-gene- 
rsl, which I delivered to a Woondock, wua placed 
on a dver tany in front of the railing, and a 6Pn- 
dohgoan, or reader, advanced into the vacant epece, 
and made three prostratione,. touching the gro~d 
4 time with hie forehead. He then re& or ra- - 



Jrr dmnted, in a loud voice, w b  I nndmtood 
wae a Birman traualation of the letter. When 
rhis wm done, the reader reppated hi prostrations, 
.ad next proclaimed a list of the presents for the 
king. These several readings being &bed, he 
repeated his obeisances and retired. After an in- 
twal of a few minutea, an officer, entitled Nak- 
hanugee, advmcd, d proposed a question to me, 
IO if fmm hie majeety. On receiving my answer 
he withdrew, as it might be suppoeed to commu- 
nicote the meply ; and returned in aa adequate time 
to a& another. Thus, he put three separate quw- 
Piom to me, which were ae follows: " You come 
Brom a dietant wuntry ; how long is it since yon 
arrived ? How were the king, queen, and royal 
family af Englead, w h  the last .cooante come 
Rom thence ? Wee Englad at peace or war with 
other notiom? and wae your oanay in a state of 
dietnrbance ?" 
. ,The latter question alone contained more tbPn 
am& of c o m p ~ t  and ceremony, snd, coming 
in wch a solemn manner, re+ s clear and de- 
terminate answer on my pwt. I replied in the 
Persian laugunge--" That Great Britain wan at 
d t y  with France ; that the Continent of Europe 
WM the eeat of war; but that the kingdom s f  
England enjoyed perfect tranquillity, which it WRS 

not probable would be disturbed." This intarro- 
gation seemed to indicate, hat the Birmans had 
received impressions of onr sitnatisn in Europe 
from no very f a v o d l e  quarter; and I had after- 
ward~ occasion ta know, that the unremitting and 
mtleee industry of French propwtoss had per- 

'.&d even ths remote region ; d that thmgh, 
B ML. 11. K 4 



in eucb a e o ~ t a y ,  they dare not avow tbeir q m ~  
&zing principles, they left no art anpractkd, 
Wough the m e w  of tbeir smiawks, to inainuata 
doubta, excite fears, md create dietmat of tbe 
English. 

T h e  were all the qn&m tbat were prw 
poeed ; neither the Chinese nor any other 
bei~g intemogated In a few minnt86 after. my 
Lt reply had been conveyed, a very Iwadeome 
deeeert wua bmugbin, and eet befaem I t  con* 
sieted of a vuriety of eweetmeab, aa well Chine 
as Birwan : l q m k :  or pi&d tea-led, d and4 
formed part of the entertainment, which rpas d 1  

up in silver, china, and gbware.  Them ap 
peanwl to be not Jew than ahondred &re.t amaU 
dishes. W e  m d  of r few, a d  hum! w e  oC: 
thsm very pdntable; kt none of the oouktkd 
prrtook, or mpvel  from +eir p h .  About half> 
aa how had elapsed, whee we were idbmwd bp 
the Bandohgam that there was no occaoion for a s  
to remain my longer. The nonqqmmmoe of hir 
reojesty waa a. wneidmdh dieappointment, u I 
hPd been taught to toexpact &at he w d  have re- 
ceived the G o v e ~ e n d s  latter in p o n .  It 
was not, however, until some time P f t e d ,  th, 
f wae made acquainted with tbe true reanon of b 
*re. 

When we rose to leave the Lotoo, the Sandoh- 
gsan desired us to make three obeisances to the 
throne, by a elight inclination of the body and 
rPiaing the right hand to the head. We were thea 
reconducted to tha saloon, w h m  we were in- 
formed it was necessary we should remain until 

plincee came forth Gom the palace, and had 
got upon their elephmta, as their etiqueue did no& 



'(ah any pe'rsOn, on weh 6 d o n e ,  W moan% be- 
fore the members of the royal family; we ac- 
cordingly took our plsces in thie hall as before. 
$hortly hfterwarcls the comt broke up with as much 
form and parade as i t  had assembled. 

The ceremony of departure d i e r e d  from that 
of ~.ntrance. The Engy Teekien came out first, 
-who went in last; next followed the other mem- 
'be1-a of the royal family in rotation, and after them 
tame the Chobwaan, or petty tributary princed. 
-These are paonegee who, before he B i i a n e  had 
.extended their conquests over the vast territoy 
!they now posseas, had held small independea 
sovereignties, which they wereable to maintain eb 
16% as the balance of power continued doubtfd 
&?tween the l h n a n s ,  Peguew, and Siamese ; but 
khe decided suhcesa that has attended the BirmsA 
arms, since the ~ c c d s i 6 n  of the present family, 
having deprived them of their independence, their 
ooudtries lbre nowieduced to subordinate provineer 
~ b f  the Birma empire. As many of their go- 
vernom aa con6deace mnld be plsced in, a d  who 
were willing 60 take the oath of aliegiance to theit 
&nquem, were continued in the management of 
d h i r  f o m t  poeaemions, and are obliged to make 
an shnplal visit to the capital, to pay hmage  in 
peeon at  the golden feet. The moderation, an 
mfl as the policy of this measure, is said to have 
k l l y  anewered the ends that were propmecl. 

As soon as the royal family had departed, we 
ietnmed to the place where we had left our ele- 
phanta, and proceeded home ; with this difference, 
?11ttt the Chinese deputies, who had followed us to 
%he palace, preceded us in our return-s cireum- 
atance which, in addition to sepeknl othera, g v 8  
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me CB~W to attribute want of ingenuoueneee to 
.those who had the management of the ceremonials. 
My claim of prececlence had been unconditionally 
stipulated and admitted-a precedence, which the 
certainty that the Chinese deputies constituted only 
a provincial mission of very inferior consideration, 
gave me an undoubted title to demand. 

With a people less attentive to punctilio, or less 
regardfnl of the privileges and external indicatione 
of rank, I should certainly not have considered it 
necessary to controvert matters of no intrinsic mo- 
ment in themselves, but which, when intended to 
produce an effect on the minds of those who can 
only judge from appearances, become, to a person 
in a public capacity, of real importance. Every 
occurrence of thii day, and every object that pre- 
eented itself, evinced the preview care that had 
been bestowed on the minutest points of etiquette. 
The utmost splendour of the court had been dis- 
played on the occasion; and I was credibIy in- 
formed, that the non-appearance of his majesty 
was neither customary when a foreign minister 
from a sovereign state was to be introduced, nor 
owing to any accidental prevention; but that it 
was a matter predetermined, in order to  afford a 
pretext for spread i i  abroad that the repreaenta- 
tive of the English nation had delivered his dea- 
patches, and rendered tribute (for so they deno- 
minated the presents) without being honoured by  
an interview of their king. These apparent indi- 
cations of arrogance, which were not diminished 
by the unworthy artifice of making me believe that 
bis majesty was to have received in person the 
letter from the Governor-general, as coming from 
8 sovereign and an equal power, gave me reason- 
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ab!e grounds to be dissatisfied with the manner in 
which the ceremonials had been conducted, and 
made me suspect the real light in which it was the 
wish of the court that I should be considered. Ae 
nothing d e n d i n g  to my public character, how- 
ever, had et been avowed, I refrained from any 
formal d e c k t i o n  of my sentimenta till subsequent 
circumstances c o n b l e d  my conjectures, and ren- 
dered an explanation unavoidable. 

We did not arrive at our dwelling in the grove, 
till past three o'clock. In  our way home, the 
spectators were few, in comparison with the n u -  
bers collected to gaze at us when we went. The 
day had been oppressively hot; we were never- 
thelees highly p t i f i e d  by the scene we had be- 
held, which was uncommonly splendid, and in 
every res ect suited to the dignity of an imperial 
court. ' h e  evening, however, proved cool ; and 
refreshing breezes recompensed us for the sultri- 
ness of the day, the transactions of which suppli- 
ed  an interesting topic of conversation until the , 

hour of repme. 
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THE next morning, Augnst 315% the gbawbunder 
of Rangoon, and Baba-Sheen, waited on with 
information, that, aa our formal introduction was 
now past, I might command elephants and horses 
to go wheresoever I pleased ; and that they had 
received an order to cttend, and to show me what- 
ever waa most worthy the notice of a stranger. 
They intimated also, that the Engy Teekien, or 
heir-apparent, was to hold a court on the follow- 
ing day, for tho purpose of our introduction, and 
that our attendance would bo expected about tho 
hour of noon. These instmctiox~s they had r e  
ceived from the Maywoon of Pegue ; to whom I 
wrote in reply, that as the stipulated formalities, 
which had been agreed to by all parties, had been 
infringed on the preceding day, it became necea- 
e q ,  before I could accept of the prince's invita- 
tion, to receive a positive assurance that they 
would be better observed on this occasion. I 
likewise represented the conduct of the Sandoh- 
gaan aa obviously disrespectful, and hoped that he 
would not be allowed to odiciate again on our in- 
troduction ; but, above all, I desired to be expnpli- - citly informed, whether .or not the Engy Teekien 
purposed to appear in person, without which I 
wuld not possibly think of attending his m r t .  

To this letter I received a civil reply, in the 
Persian language, assuring me that some part of 
what to me seemed objectionable, originated in 
mistake ; that the Sandohgaan should be confined 
for his improper conduct ; and that the prince in- 
tended to receive me in person. T h e ~ e  assurances, 
coming from such a quarter, were perfectly satie- 
'8C'"- 

Slnce my arrival, I had been a p p M  of a eir- 
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cnmstancb, of which I was before unafvsre, tf;;rt 
i t  was customary for a person in a public capacity 
to present something of the manufactu~e of h b  
countly, or, some rarity, to each member of the 
royal family to whom he is introduced. I t  was 
likewise usukl, though not indipensably neces- 
sary, to pay the same compliment to the chief mi- 
nisters and tbe principal ofiicers of the court. This 
present, being no more than a piece or two of 
muslin, or silk, wae too trifling to be regarded bp 
the individuals for its value. I t  was, nevertheless, 
expected, a d  the omission would be considered 
as urihandsome. In  addition, therefore, to the 
thinga thnt I had brought with me, I gave direc- 
tions to purchase such articles, of European and 
I n d i n  manufacture, as were most esteemed, and 
rauld be procured. These I allotted to 
the instructions of Baba-Sheen and the Shawbun- 
der, who were so g o d  8s to acquaint me with the - 
e&abli&ed forms, and the proportion to be pre- 

- 
sented to each person. 

A t  nine o'clock on the firat of Septembe~, we 
crossed the river, nearly with the same attendance 

.as on the former day. In consequence of an ap- 
. plidtion I had made to the Maywoori of P e p e ,  

elephants were now provided for Mr Wood and 
Dr Buchanan. This was a circumstance which 
neither the gentlemen themselves nor I should 
have deemed of sufficient importance to deserve 
ahy attention, had not the junior memders of the 
Chinese embassy been supplied with them ; but as 
these people paid such stfict attention to the mi- 
nutest article expressive of relative rank, I did 
not think it right that the gentlemen with me 
ehould be considered in a degree inferior to the 
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a u b o d h ~ e  members of a provincid delqption, sf 
.,which an acquiescence, in a less dignified mode of 
.eonveyanc~ than the Chinese were allowed, would, 
on my part, have been a tacit admission. 

- W e  proceeded though the city hy the route we 
, 

t pursued before, with the present8 carried in front, 
.and observing the same order of procession. Many 
a f  the houses were decorated with flower-pots and 
garlands, but the spectators were by no means so 
aumerous as when we made our first entrance. 
.We dismounted at the top of a street, within a 
;few hundred yards of the surrounding wall of the 
prince's palace, where stages had been erected for 
our convenience. From thence we were conduct- 
ed to the Rhoom, which was situated a little t + ~  
the right hand of the principal gate. There ww 
another building of a similar kind opposite to us, 
which we were informed was used only for trials, 
and the transaction of public business; but the 
one that we occupied was appropriated to $ere- 
mony and state. I n  the formalities of this day, + 
much more respectful demeanour was preaerved 
towards us, than on the former occasion, and wg 
eat in the Rhoom with better company. Two 
Woondocks, the master of the elephants, and some 
other officers bearing emblems of rank, attended . 
ua ; anothe~ Sandohgaan also oficiated in the c e ~  . 
remonials, and behaved very differently from the 
person whose manners had been so offensive, and 
whom I did not observe at court on this day, 
This mnduct fully compen~ated for the former in- 
Civility, though perhaps the Sandohgaan dill not 
receive any severe reprehension for what he  had 
done. 

The king of the Birmsns, who seeks to have a 



parental fondnew for all hie children, in dcl G.18 
particularly attached to the Engy Teekien, dr 
eldest prince ; and, with a liberal policy, haa grant- 
ed him a share in the government ahnost equal & 
what he himself exercises. The establishment of 
the heir-apparent is becoming his high station ad(l 
future expectations ; and his Woon, or chief mS 
nister, stantls among the forem& of the Birmsh 
nobles in repntafion for wisdom mci integrity. 

There was little in the etiquette of this d ~ y  diC 
ferent from that of the visit to his Majesty. Wk 
waited in the Rhoom Mtil a l l  the younger print& 
had arrived, which they did, ae before, in rotatioq 
beginning with the junior. The members of thb 
royal family went within the gate, before they 
alighted from their elephants and palanquins ; bd 
ahe minktern and the nobility dismounted on t8b 
outside, and proceeded on foot. After each pe* 
aon had entered, the gate wae immediately close4 
and opened as soon aa another visitant presented 
himself. When we advanced to the gate, WB ~ I C A  

pected it would have been instantly thrown oped 
to admit us. A delay, however, occurred, which 
at firat I was inclined to attribute to erne  dT 
dental circumstance ; but &r I had waited some 
minutes under a burning sun, finding that them 
was an unnecessary and apparently a studied pW 
traction, I turned round and walked towazds th@ 
Rhoom. On this the door was immediately open- 
ed, and the interior court, on the right hand of the 
gate, as we entered, clisplayed several men den* 
ing in masquerade ; and on the left was a band of 
musicians, and a set of dancing girls without maker 
A little farther on, were two handsome holises ; 
one of masonry, with doom and windewe cloaely 



&ling Gatbic st~uehrre, ib roofed, and of a 
*onliar, but far from inel-, conetraction ; the 
other was of wood We wem condaoteil to tba 
latter, mad areended into a ap.oious d o o n ,  open 

three rider. Here we , f o r r d  the court nssem- 
bled, nearly in the seme mannw  as^ at the Lotoo. 

ball cemhted of s u  m w ~  of pilhp, eeven in 
drch mw ; but here wm n.icber gilding nor paint 
bentored upon them, nuah ornsments being strict- 
lp coIllfinen to the sovereign and the prieethood. 
TBe naked pihm gore a very+ mde appesranco to 
tbe -eat, which owe thdvantageously con- 
mated .+th tlR b d l h t  dreesee of the courtiers. 
Ws ooonpbd the smqe*rdaai#e p i t i o n  to the rest 
of. she .ssembly ss aft* ~Iiotho, with this differ-' 
ace, that tb8 gentlema of tba % n & i  mhion  
bd the place dgad.ta them nhM %he Chinese 
defutiae, e i b  tlpodgh mistake or design, pos- 
e8oraJ on the &mmr cby. At me end dP the se-' 
loon, against a wainscat, stood che prince's sofa of 
stqte,:-d d t h  embroidered cloth, and on each 
dde were ranged m t a l  a t m i l a  of gold of a very* 
l+e size ; saek as ht beetk-box, cup, spitting- 

- pot, and water--on. Above the sofa there was 
a &oh in the ~ R B C O ~ ,  sir w eight feet from 
tbe gronnd, with folding shnttePs, that were closed 
when we .entered the haH. Soon a h  we hat1 
trken .our seats, four Bramine, dressed in white 
s~eerdotal garments, chanted a prayer that laatecl 
s- quarter of an horn. Their devotions being 6- 
W d ,  the window before mentioned suddenly 
opened, and discovered the Engy Teekien seated 
M i a d  h. The courtiers immediately bent their 
Mi-, and eat in a crouching attitude, with d~dr  
boll&jaiaed. l'he Fh&b gentlemen joined their 



hsa$s like tbe reat of the campany, The p b  
seemed to be about M y - e i g h t  or thirty years of 
age, of an open cmntenance, and ratber inclined 
to corpulency 6 but of hie pewon we umld not 
judge, as his head and shoarldenr only were visi- 
ble. Hie habit, as mu& ~s could be wen of it, 
shone with gold, and he wore on his head a py- 
ramidical cap, that gbtened exceedingly ; but of 
i s  real richness we could not form any estimate, 
being at too great a distance. A list of the pre- 
sents were then recited in a loud voice by a reader 
kneeling in front of the aofa; after which, total 
silence prevailed throughout the aswnbly. Net 
a word was spoken by the prince. H e  notioed 
no one, bat sat erect pnd m o ~ ~  witbout ap- 
pearing t~ look either to the right or the left. 
About a qnartar of an hour elapeed in this dumb 
interview, when on a sudden, by some agency in- 
visible to na, the w i n d o w d ~ ~ t t e r s  were eloeed, and 
we saw him no more. 

A very handsome ~ ~ % B B I = S  then a w e d  up, 
on dishes spread on gilded trap. We tasted of 
mveral thin@ and, when the repaat was ended, 
returned to the Khoom, in which we remained un- 
til the royal family paesed by. As much 6rfn ww 
observed thii day, m when the court ~ssembled 
the Lotoo ; and the demonstrations of respect ma- 
nifested towarda the Engy Teekien, as well by  hLP 
brothera ae by inferior subjects, fell little short of 
what is offered to the sovereign himself--a circum- 
atan- that strikingly ev inm the wisdom and po- 
licy of the governruent. The Chobwm, or pettjl 
prince., who followed the royal family, were on 
this day very numerous. We were told, that there 
were altogether fifty-six Chobwas. dependent OII 
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Birmen stt,ta, If this be true, their territorie 

must be very inconeiderable. On the present occa- 
sion the governor of Bamoo walked anlongat them 
in proc~seion, from which we concluded that he 
was a temporary regent; a station to which the 
king omusionally appoints Birman officers, when 
&e hereditary prince of the eonntry happen8 to - 
be atminor, or incapable of the,administration of 
public aftirire. 
. Tbe mother of the principal queen, named Mee- 

Praw, hae already been mentioned aa a prin- 
cas of high dignity, venerable for her years, and 
illastriona from the affinity that she bears to the 
royal family. Her  sister had been the wife of the 
Qmoun Alompra, the deliverer of his country ; and, 
her daughtex G i g  eepoueed to the reigning mo- 
narch, she atande in the double relation of aunt 
and motber-in-law to the king. I had been a p  
prised, that a visit to this lady would be an accept- 
able mark of respect to hi majesty; and as the 
nwk she bore gave her precedence over all the sons 
of she king, except the heir-apparent, it was pro- 
per that I &odd wait upon her before I paid my 
mpeaa to the junior princes. I gladly embraced 
Lhe opp-tanity which this offer gave me, to attend 
the drawing-room of an Asiitic princess, and pro- 
m k d  myself much gratification from a sight 80 

moommon among the jealous nations of the East. 
Wben the ceremony at the palace of the Engy 

- Teekien had ended, it was not more than twg 
o*clock, and there was yet sutticient time to wait 
upon the Meedow Pinw, who, we were informed, 
ha8 made pmparatione to receive us. Molinting 
oru elephants, we went in form to attend her; and 

VOL. 11. L 
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Cbund her possesaed of a very hsndsome r m m h  
in the n~ighbourhood of the imperial pslrrae. It 
was situatea in the centre of a court, wnoanded 
by a palisade, at the gate of which there waa 
stage erected for our convenience in alighting. We 
entered the enclosure without any of the pan& 
observed in our former visits. At  the bottom of 
the staim we put off o w  ehoes, and ascended inM 
a handsome hall, supported by s a v e d  lofty pillar$ 
At tbe farther end a portion of the floor .pws ele- 
vated rtix or eight inches, and separated by a ntku 
balustrade from the rest of the room. Within thia 
space, under a white canopy, was placed a largd 
cushion of blue velvet fringed with gold, on a car- 
pet covered with muslin. There was a numerone 
assemblage of both sexes,'but particularly women, 
eitting round the balustrade. As soon as we en& 
tered, a space was immediately vacated for us to 
occupy, in front of the door and oppoeite thq 
cushion. After we had been hated a few minutee; 
the old lady came forth from an inner apartment, 
and walked slowly towards the elevated seat, sup- 
ported by two female servants, whikit anotker held 
up her train. Her long white hair hang tdoee a p ~ l  
her shouldom, but she wore neither cove+ng a d  
ornament npon her head. Her dress, which wu6 
ex*mely fine, without beiig gaudy, became her 
advanced yeam and high dignity. It conaieted of a 
long robe of white muslin, and over her shoulders 
wm thrown a sash of gauze, embroidered wftt; 
sprigs of gold. She advanced to where the c u ~ h i o ~ ~  

placed, and took her seat on the carpet, mp 
porting her head on her arm that rested on the 
pillow, whilst the two female attendaub, neatly 
&wed, kneeling, one on each side, fanndher With 
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h g  gilded fans. Every person seemed'to'pny hm 
profound respect, and when she entered, both men 
a n d  wornen bent tlleir bodies in the attitude of 
submission. I had brought, as a token of my ver 
meration, a string of pearl and some fine muslin. 
:The Sadohgaan announced the offering, and enu- 
kne~.ated the articles with a loud voice, entreating, 
-in my name, her gracious acceptance of them. She 
dwked at  the English gentlemen wit11 earneatneed, 
tbat s e e d  entirely to disregard the Chinese, al- 
,thongh their drese was much more showy than 
wtlt.8. Her manner was on this occasion extreme1 
mmplaiennt, and she asked several questions, sue r~ 
+, d a t  yere our names? how we were in health? 
-hat were our ages ? On being informed, she ob- 
~Jigipingly said she would pray tlmt we might attain 
tm m a t  a longevity as herself; adding, that she 
lhed reached her seventy-seconcl year. I did not 
prceive, amongst the numerous corbpany that at- 
~tefided, any of the junior pdnces, or of the prin- 
,bipal miniatem, although there were several per- 
.aomgea of distinction. After she had retired, 8 

:very handsome dessert was served up. The fruits 
,and preserves were delicious. Whatever C h i  
coald yield, was united with the produce of their 
: o m  country. Having tasted of various dishee, 
!we withdrew without any ceremony; and as none 
.of the royal family were present, there was no ne- 
oessity to delay our departure. W e  accordingly 
returned home, a good deal oppressed by the beat 

a -of the weather, and wearied by the repetition of 
rtetiious formalities. 
- On the two following days we visited the Plinces 
.of Prome, of Bassien, of Tongho, and of Pephm,  

talcen from the provinceti over which they 



tespecdvely p i d e .  These brothem em aot d 
by the same mother. The Prince of Promealone 
being full brother to the Engy Teekien, or heir- 
apparent. In the course of our visits we had 8 
better opportunity than before of viewing the 
streets and buildings, the former of which were 
invariably laid out in straight lines, crossing earh 
other at right angles. The houses in general dii- 
fered little from those of Rangoon. They were 
a11 covered with tiles, and on the ridge of the roo& 
was a long range of earthen poe, filled with water, 
in readiness to be broken in case of fie. The few 
houses of brick and mortar which we saw were 
said to belong to the members of the royal family. 
Rows of trees were planted in eeveral streets, five 
'or six feet in front of the houaes, forming a shady 
*walk for foot passengers. As the younger princes 
do not assume the state of royalty, our reception 

.was much more gay and less ceremonious at  their 
palaces, than at that of the Engy Teekien. At the 
palace of the Prince of Prome, or, as he is termed, 
the Pee Teekien, the preparations made for our 
entertainment were extremely splendid. When the 
gate of the enclosure waa thrown open to admit ua, 
we were surprised with a view of a lane of ele- 
phants on one side, and of horses on the other: 
there were fifteen of the former, some of which 
surpassed in size and beauty any I had ever seen. 
The horses were more numerous, and several of 
them very richly caparisoned. Passing through 
these, we came to an open space, where rope- 
dancers and tumblers were perfulming in the open 
air. We stopped to look at them, but observed 
notl~ing remarkable in their feats : they were much 
inferior in agility to the tnmblera of Southern h- 
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'dig. Ure'han, however, surprised ud & good deal, 
,by applying the point of a spear to his ~houlder, an& 
resting the other end against a pillar, thus pushing 
an it, appateatly with great force, until he bent 
and broke a thick shaft. This he effected without 
pieh3ng his o m  skia, which, though the spear was 
lsdt very sharp, must have been wonderfully finh * h v b  d a t e d  such evident violence. 

While tve wete viewing the sports, n mess& 
h bro~ght  from the prince, to acquaint us that 
Chese people ha<l been procured for our amusement, 
=ti thi, after we had satisfied our curiosity, hb 
~ o a l d  be glad to see ne. We immediately pro- 
ceeded to the hall of reception, which was a hand. 
mom 'wooden hui l i ig ,  but not so large as that of 
the elder btother. -4t the upper end there was B 
sbfbi cufi~tmlp gilded, and decorated with pieces 
of *I, didposed in such a manner as to produce 
8 pleasing effect. None of the royal family were 
b e e h t ,  and we did not obseme any of the Woon- 

- g~ or Attawoons. A few minutes after we had 
larken. aur .Mats, the prince entered, splendidly 
dreksed. H e  proceeded to his sofa with much so- 
lemnity, and spoke only a few words. W e  wde, 
& umal, entertained with a handsome dessert, of 
which the prince himself solicited ua to eat. As 
mok se he withdrew, our attention was &led t o  
I ~ l & t  company of figure-dancers, who had com- 
menced their performanee in the virando, or bal- 
cony of the hall. This band of females did not a t  
an discredit the festival of a prince. Three of the 
mimber were beautiful, and moved with graceful 
ease, in perfect harmony to the music. Their outer 
drew was a lowing robe made of transparent gauze 

- n 
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delicately embroidered with b w m  d goU sbd 
silver, and a profusion of gold chaine encircled their 
neck  and arms. We remained .a quarter of an 
hour beholding this elegant spectacle, and then 
returned to the place where our elephants were 
waiting. The Prince of Prome is in person rather 
above the middle size. Hi age doee not exceed 
twenty-seven or twenty-eight yeam ; and, like hia 
dde r  brother, his appearance promisee future cor- 
pulency. His countenance is naturally cheerfid 
and pleasing, which we were told ma the true h- 
dex of his mind. He  bears an excellent chmwkr, 
and is said to be much esteemed in the province 
over which he immediately presides. 

Ollr next visit was to the Prince of Tongho, by 
whom we were received with every mark of at- 
tention. His dwelling was much inferior to those 
of his elder brothers, and the attendance wae csm- 
paratively small. There were, however, a nnmher 
of state elephants paraded in the court-yard, and 
,we passed through a line of musketeers, drawn 
up in single files on each side. This military m y  
had a very singular appearance. Hardly any two 
were dressed alike, and some of them were with- 
out any other clothing, than a fillet that encircled 
their head, and a cloth rolled round their wsist. 
Through respect, they were all aeated on their 
heels, some with their firelocks shouldered, and 
others with the butts resting on the ground. Here 
also we fpund tumblers, musicians, and dancere; 
and there were two carriages in waiting, hand- 
somely gildecl, with a pair of horses harnessed to 
each. These vehicles were of a light construction, 
on four wheels, open at the sides, and covered 
with a convex canopy. n e  prince eat on e gild- 



sdrhefr: hewrrsaelenderman, and a p p d t o  
be older than the Prince of Prome, whom he ie 
d d  not to  resemble in any particular. The power 
which this prince possessee muet be considerable, 
lrrr his government, formerly the independent king- 
dom of Tongho, ie rich, exteneive, and populous ; 
end the fort of Tongho ie, at  the present day, 
deemed the strongest in the empire. Persons of 
rank, we observed, were here permitted to intro- 
duce their beetle-boxes and spitting-pot& which 
was not the caae at any of the other courts. Onr 
viait being concluded, we returned home. The 
best during the early part of this day had been 
very intenee ; but a refreehing shower towards 
evening coded the air, and rendered the night 
pleasant. W e  were not surprised, when we came 
back, to learn that the senior of the Chinese em- 
Inmy had died during our absence, as he had been 
80 ill in the morning that his colleagues declined 
taking a &hare in the ceremonials of the day. 

On the following day, a t  the cuetommy hour, 
we c m e d  the lake, and proceeded with the same 
ettendanta ae before to the h e  of the Plince of 
Bessien. His dwelling wae very handsome, and 
the piliam of hie hall, which the law prohibits him 
either to gild or paint, were covered with flowered 

+ 

eatin. Many men of rank gntced the assembly, 
a d  some 'who wore high military insignia ; but 
Done of the r ~ y a l  family or the principal ministers 
were preeent. The prince seemed a very awkward, 
bashful youth, about seventeen yeme of age. The 
aituation of his government, which extende along 
t h e  sea-coast ae !ir south ae Cape Negrais, gFea 
him the power either to obetruct or mist,  m a 
sraterial degree, the merchants who bade t t ~  Bas- 



ddn snd chips being nbekimea abIi$e&'hrt.&e 
abetter in the Negraie river, darihg the-aciv& 
monsoon, his people have w e n t  opportstnitiesxjf 
affording aid to the distreeeed. After sitting sam 
minusa, and finding he waa not iscliid m 
a discourse, I broke through the general bilene, 
by addressmg him in a complimentary danser , ' e t  - 
pressing acknowledgment of the kin&& wl& 

-had been estmded try the officers of his go* 
merit to British merchants and mariners, 'aa d l  

my reliance on hie fatme influence id their h- 
vour. I spoke in the language of Hindoatan, mti 
~ a c h  sentence was trandated by Baba-Sheon. "% 
prince wae embarrassed. He 'twice ~ ~ f q t e d  V,-Q 
reply, but had not tbe power. Twb of his COW- 

tiem crept towards him, and, in api-ostrate attitab 
near the foot of his seat, suggbshect what they ~ctm: 
e i v e d  he ought to my. Their aid, hodever, w i a  
ineffectual. His iughneas ronld not utter a CW- 

nected sentence. At  length H i  Woon, or cbM 
minister, relieved him, by making an apposite reply 
in hia name. Our entertainment was nearty th 
same es at the houses of the other princa F ~ a  
hence we went to the pelace of the junior plinth, 
entitbcl Pegahm Teekien ; a title derived from . 
ancient city of that name, whieh is the @at of % 
government. H e  seemed livelier than his brother 
whom we had just left, and hie Woom ww a veg  
venerable personage. On thia occrtcimn, the  rep^ 
differed in one particular from any we had yet IW 
ceiqed. A mast fowl was intrbctuced, nb doubt 
compfient to us ; and aa their religion does not 
forbid them to eat meat, but only prohibits the 
slaughter of animals for the purposes of food, there 
wes no crime in the act of wrving i t  up te us, CH 

\ 



of it themselve~ The only qaeetion was, 
ow the bird eame to be deprived of life? to k"" 

-which, no doubt, an exculpatory answer could have 
been given. This, however, was a matter which 
it  did not become us to diicw ; it was certainly a 
handsome and liberal testimony of their desire to 
provide what they thought would be agreeable to  
their guests. 

1s addition to the band of dancing girl8 that 
performed here for our amusement, there were two 
comedians, who recited paesages, and exhibited 
.wrioas &torticme of countenance ; but they were 
fir inferior to the inimitable performer we had 
seen at Pegue. - 

Having finished our introductory vieita to the 
different members of the royal family, y e  had now 
I e h e  to gratify curiosity, by viewing whatever 
the capital contained, that was most deserving t l ~ e  
notice of strangers. The day not being far ad- 
vanced, we walked from the palace of the prince 
af Pegahm, to see the Piedigaut Tick, or royal 
library. I t  is aitnated at  the north-west angle of 
the fort, in the centre of a court paved with broad 
&agg and close to a very handsome Kioum, or 
monaetery. Before we entered the library we as- 
cended the Kioum, and found the ineide col-reapond 
with the external appearance. The building was 
q a p i o w  and richly gilded. The pillqm, the ceil- 
kg and the pannele, were entirely covered with 
gold leaf; and the image of Gaudma shone with 
brill- lustre. A balustrade of wood, minute- 
l y  and beautifully carved, protected the image 
&from intruders. On the pannels of the w& 
ware represented figures of inferior agents of the 
divinity, and of prastrste Rhahaana in the act af 



lrotioa T h b  were dl &sped in he+ria6rlri$ 
@he k d ,  and were of no contemptale workman+ 
ship. A well wrought folinge of the same bordeb 
led Ihe pmmlar The image of Gaudma, in t& 
Kioum, was huge, and male of marble. I t  wm 
wated on a broad pedestal, eatirely kilded, in firhdt 
,of which, within the b a h t . d e ,  stood a badsoma 
girandole of cnt-glass, of European mannfacta* 
:Near the imega, waa a @ l a  much, w h i d w e  
were informed, m the c a s t o m q  bed of tla pri+ 
cipal Rhabam, or herd of all the Birmsn prasb 
hood; when he ahose to p a s  the night in the f- 
khich rsrely hspgsoed. It wm rplendidly gilB; 
the bottom, however, was only a bare b o d .  IJik 
3ows kern not wanting, for there were two; but 
they were made of wood. A mat' Bpread en U n  
floor ia the highest luxury of repow in which Qlb 
Hliahaans iudulge. 

From the Kionm we proceeded to visit the kc% 
jwent library. I t  is a large brick building' rabid 
on a terrace, and wvered by a roof of very cow 
pound structure. I t  consists of one qu&e mom, 
with an enclosed h m d o ,  or gallery, mounding 
k. This room wee locked ; and aa we had niir 
brought a special order for eeeing it, Qe person 
who had the care of the library said that he wan a 

R O ~  at liberty to open the doors, but d m 
that there wse notbing in the inside W e m a t  from 
wllat we might see in the v i d o ,  where a nnar- 
ber of large chests, curionsly ornamented with 
gittlii~g and japan, were ranged in regular order, 
against the wall. I co-d fifty, but there were 
many more, probably not less tksn a hnndhd. 
The books were regularly cleased, and the wntena  
st en& ehest wcxe writ- in gold lettea.&&e 



hi. 'The libmtkua o p e d  6w0, aad ebowed me sorsa 
rerp beautiful writing on thin leaves of ixory, the 
maPgine of ~ b i c h  were ornamented with flewew oE 
%QM, n w l y  executed. I saw aho some Iwoh 
&n in the ancient Palli, tb religious t-. 
Every thag eeemed to be ammged with perfec~ 
# y ,  a d  I was informed thnt there were 
books up- diveru wbjecta-more on divinity thw 
on m y  other. But hiatory, muaic, medicine, pintr  
%, aad romance, had their eeparate treatise& Tbe 
rdames were disposed under d & b t  M e ,  r e w  
l d y  numbred ; awl if all the other chests werp 
tm well Ued an thoae that were eubmitted to ou). * 

impectb, it ie not improbable hat hie Bkmaq 
plajesty may poesess a mare nwareFoue library 
siny potentate from the of the D a u b  t.q 
ttte bord~rs of C b  

It wss late when we returned home, and our 
--was disturbed by a mewal  of the noisep 
which the C b e s e  were accaetomed to make. They 
d e d  dl nigbt, on loud gongs, the h e l a 1  knell 
d the departed ambasesdor, uttering at i n t e d  
Borribde cries and lamentatioqs. One of the mourn7 
gs imitated with his voice the howling of a dog , m t u d y ,  that all the cws belongkg to the boat- 
ppple, and the Cassay buta in our neighbowhood, 
joined u the chorue. Onr proximity to tbeee per* 
mmqea proved to ne a m c a  of great m0leet.q '* 

Atmaat thie time a M r o n e  circamstance hap, 
pened, which only desemes notice, as it tends tq 
ilbtmte the &meter owhe people, and show to , 

whet an abject state deepotic t y ~ ~ ~ y  can debB(Y 
ba- mind. The Eagy Teekein, os price* 

-el, took a plaayse in a$lecting fmeigq bmet& ' 



Among others, he had procured malo goti@ M~II 
, almost every eeuntry of the East. A lock d 

these, conaiting of more then thiFtyi were sent 
t o  feed on the borders of tbe lake, mar om dwe& 
in@ We happened to have three or  fom she- 
that had been brought from Bengal for d m  sake of 
their milk. Allured by the bleat of the females, 
the whde tlock of males one night M e  through 
the paling, and made a forcible imption into our 
conrt. The d d e n n e s s  of the attack, at wch so 
Bour, snrprieed ua not a little. I got up, and OF- 

, dered the Birman guards that were posted at the 
gates to drive them away, which they attempted 
to do by shouting at them, but without any effee4 
M the animals aome of which were very 1- had 
now become fnrions, and after fighting with eaeb 
other, began to rush t h m g h  our honses. I then 
denired the Birmans to make nee of stiek~, but 
this they positively refused, saying that the goats 
were '' pram, " or lords, meaning that they wem 
ennobled by belonging to the prince, a d  that ne 
penson d a d ,  on any accmunt, offer injury to them. 
Having no other alternative, we armed OUT ner- 
mta and the soldiere witb large bamboos, wfio 
subdued these troublesone invaders, though 
without much di&culty, and some risk, w h i t  tho 
W i a n a  lifted up their hands end eyes in matmiah- 
ment at our temkrity : the pmm, .howem, ptra 
severely beaten. Having at length got n d  of 
them, I returned to rest, and keard no more e0 
the matter. 

The intense heat of the three days spent in th 
formalities of visiting the princes, made me 
pone any further ceremonials until the 6th of the 
month (September), whicb day wps appointad to 



,pay our respeote to Seredaw Poundagee PrsrP, or 
fie arch prieat of the Birman empire. In the inter- 
mediita time, a difference of opinion arose in re- 
gard* the etiquette gf compliments, in which I 
slid not think mpeelf at liberty to depart from what 
3 c o m i M  an attention doe to my public c b  
.ratter. 
. The grad ruling m c i l  of the B i  nation 
bae already been described as consisting of four 
chief members entitled Woongeea, and four ju- 
sior members, called Woondocks, between whom 
&re is a wide dieperity of rank. The place of 
third Woongee wse vacmt, and the junior beare 
very s m d  comparative importanca with the two 

who, in k t ,  govern the empire. These 
whom power is so great, poseees a 

-ndmg degree of pride. The governors of 
.pvipc;es are, in their ateem, men of little wnse- 
*ace, and are often treated by these miniatem 
with extywive which is not solely con- 
.fined to those w b  sitmation and expectations 
IQlacs them in a state of dependence, but is indie- 
mbinately extended to all; nor could I hope to 
,be exempted from receiving a share in common 
with othem. I was informed, that after paying 
my rap- to the royal family and the Seredaw, 
it was expected that I should wait on the two se- 
pior Woongees, and offer them in person the cus- 
tomary presents. I observed, in answer, that I had 
no objection to paying these ministers a mark of 
attention by the tritling present which usage had 
established ; but to wait on them at  their houses, 
q l e s s  I received an assarsnca that my vi~i t  wodd 
be retuned, wee a ceremony I begged leave to 
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declme. Tbis intimation, I i*, xta 
a dkppointment to them, se mach wem 
taken to induce me to eker my r&elntide. I h 
ever refused to cancede, but I o&vd to m & t h  
at the h o w  of & Maywbn 00 Pegue; o grq- 
-porn1 f r q  *ich d h q  b n t d ,  dm& 

vi~ i t  me would be more eligible than to p 
Maywoon'e house. I replied, th.t om ~ R M -  % were not leas stliet dlaa tMi, smcb bs. t 

wu1d no more relinquieb my claim to the rtspeat 
due to my public &ation, thsa b y  ue& h d  
-&om their elevation ; and I saa no W y  unled~ 
they themeelves cboee to apply thst whit& wee a 
their own power, and which they m a  bs adM6 
1 had a right to requite. Finding that .1 
inclined to yield, hey requested, if I eWdd. ~II& 
vieit them in person, that I would d l o w d ~ ~  e;rhsr 
p t l e m e n  to pay them the comptimen#:.r deuh 
to which I readily d d e d ,  im weU' a niaa 
to open a channel of c o m m a n i d o q  .s te nrai 
feet on my part s conciliatory di&tian. M3 
Wood and D r  Bnchsnsn obligingly made DO ob- 
jection. I therefore mawered that the @emen 
would wait on them, and expreeeed my regret hat 
I was deprived of the same pleesnre. 

During this interval of rest, the pvemor of 
Bamoo frequently favoured me with e vkit, hie 
business bringing him almoat daily to the mideuce 
of the Chinese. By his de&e, I sent them cem- 
pliments of condolence, with a piece of coaras 
white muslin, which, it seems, & the etiquette on 
such occasions. On one of theae days the Bamoo 
governor brought with him the &rt of bis j o u ~  
ney to Pekin, as he had f o m d y  premieecl; it 
ww delineated in s cupiour pmmer on s sar( of 



bladr pOp@ betnmonly used by the Bimans, on 
dhich they write with a pencil made of ~teatite, 
&rap-stone. The places were distinctly marked ; 
bnt not having any @e, the measurement warl 
extremely conked,  and so disproportionate that 
i t  h m  knpoeeible to judge of distances with any 
degw of precision. We could, however, trace 
chir progtese througb the Chinese dominions in the 
Jamita map that it prehed  to D u  Halde's ac- 
moat of C* 
, On the day appointecl for our visit to the S e w  , 
rdew, we took boat a t  seven in the morning, and, 
-ateended fiy ow ueual retinue, crossed the lake. 
.One of .the surviving Chinese also accompanied us. 
.B8beSbeea, the Shawbpnder of Rmgoop, am? 
cabme Eman offlcers, met us on the opposite bank, 
*our elephenta were waiting. When we ap- 
pnmched the esuaeway or bridge, mstead of crom- 
isrg it, we turned to the left, and proceeded cloee 

..ts the ditch, parallel with the west face of the 
-i6rt, Itill we came to the north-west angle. At 
fbis place the river approaches w, near to the walls 

.m Zo render a oontinuation of the ditch imprac- 
-M We then went along the north aide, v- 
.'big on o w  left a hsndepme kioum crowned w ~ t h  a 
#ildml p h h  or spin?, which we were told had 

, M n  erected by Meedaw Pmw, the venerable lady 
whom we had &&d. On arriving at the north- 

1 eirst cmner, we observed at some distance on the 
: pldnnoother- edifice of distingukhed splen- 

dbur, dignified b)r the title of Kioumdogee, or royal 
.cbdven@, w h e ,  we were informrd, the f4ermlrmw 
or chief prieat intended to receive us, and not at 
hia usual residence, which was at a kioun~ ahnub 
trao milea 4PrcheJ.. TLe ~ i c l e a  I designed to pw- 



sent to bi having been sent f o d  to his 
tommy abode, we were obliged to wait in an ad- 
'oining house until they could be brought hack. 
$eing p r e p a d ,  we were conducted into a spciolv 
court surrounded hy a high brick wall, in the cen- 
tre of wllich stood the kioum, an edifice not lees 
extraordinary from the style of its architecture, 
than magnificent from its ornaments, and from the 
gold that was profusely bestowed on every part. 
I t  was composed entirely of wood, and the roo& 

'rising one above another in five distinct stories, 
diminished in size as they advanced in height, each 
roof being surrounded by a cornice curiously carv- 
ed and richly gilded. The body of the building, 
elevated twelve feet from the ground, was support- 
ed on large timbers driven into the earth after the 
manner of piles, of which there were probably 
150 to sustain the immense weight of the super- 
structure. On ascending the stairs, we were not  
lees pleasect than surprised at the splendid appear- 
ance which the inside displayed. A @led balu- 
strade, fantastically carved into various shapes and 
figures, encompassed the outside of the platform. 
Within this there was a wide gallery that compre- 
hended the entire circuit of the building, in which 
many devotees were stretched prostrate on the 

' floor. An inner railing opened into a noble hall, 
supported by colonnades of lofty pillars ; the cen- 
tre row was at least fifty feet hlgh, and gilded 
from the summit to within four feet of the base, 
which was lackered red. In the middle of the 
hall there was a gilded partition of open latticed 
work, fifteen or twenty feet high, which divided 
it into two parts, from north to south. The space 
between the pillars varied from twelve to eixteen 



fiJ& iitid. ebb number, i6cluding t b o d  thai dp: 
p W d  the galknee, appeared to be not fewer t h h  
dne hundred, which, a8 they approached the ex- 
tiemities, diminished in height ; the ontermoat mw 

, not exceedifig fifteeh feet. The bottom of them 
bwe c m d  withsheet Id, as a defence against the 
Weather. A ~ b f 6  h&ge bf Gaudma, gilded, slid 
Bitting oh a golden 'throne, wtia placed in the cen- - 

tre of the partition ; and in Front of the idol, lean- 
h g  +? one of the p i l h ,  we behefd the Se- 
&w &hng on a b8th e'mpet. H e  was encom- 
PaaseA b y  a c i ~ l ~ !  of Rhahaans, from whom he 
eodd bre no otherwise distinguished, than by his 
preseiv&g an erect positieii ; whilst the others bent 
tlieir &dies in an attitude of respect, with their 

-ban& jeined ia a sirpplicating manner. On enter- 
tng thk hall, 'the Birmans and the Chinese who ac- 
tontpaied us prostmted themselves before the fi- 
@re bf Ghhdms, after which they kneeled down, 
h d  m&de them merenee to the S e r e d a ~ ,  touchin 
the p o n d - m i  theb forbheah, whilst we too[ 
bur seate on h e  mab that were spread at a little 
6*rstadce from bim. H e  received us with much 
gbliteness, and in his looks and demeanour a c t e d  
m6i% Hveliness and complaisance than any of the 
fraternity I had hitherto seen. His appearance 
denoted him to be about forty years of age ; not 
meagre and anetere as they generally are, bat fnt 
Pnd jaculsr. I presented to him my offering, wtlirh 
eonsieted of a piece of yellow cloth, the sacerdo- 
tal alcolonr ; some sandal wood, and a few wax-can- 
dles covered with gold leaf. H e  asked s e v e d  
questione renpecting England, such as how long the 
voyage mually was from thence to India. Being 
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told this, he observed, that we were ar extmom 
din- people to wander so fnr from home. I no- 
ticed the magnificence of the k i o m  : he replied, 
chat such sublunary matters did not attract his a h  
tention; he was on earth but as a hermit. I de- 
sired his prayers ; he said they were daily offered 
up for the happiness of all mankind, but that he 
would recommend ua to the particular protection 
of Gaudma H e  made aome observations on our 
rrppearance, which I did not understand, and he even 
smiled ; a relaxation very unusual in a Rhahaan. 
.We retired without ceremony, and, mounting our 
elephants, proceeded along a wide road leading to 
the northward, which soon brought na to an ex- 
ten~ive plain, that seemed to stretch in an uninter- 
rupted level to the foot of a m g e  of mountains 
ten or twelve miles distant. The soil was a poor 
clay, and the pasturage inwerent. We eaw at  a 
distance some fields of grain, and understood bat 
capacions reservoirs had been constructed with 
great labour and expense, by order of the king, 
in the vicinity of the mountaim, which enabled 
the inhabitants of the low countries to water the 
grounds, and r6nder the earth proJuctive in a sea- 
son of drought. Several kioums and villeges were 
scattered over the plain; but when we had ad- 
vanced about two miles, religious edifices incrm. 
ed, beyond our power to calculate the number. 
The Arst that we entered was called Knebang 
Kioum, or the Kioum of Irnmortnlity, from the 
centre of which rose a royal piasatb, to the height 
of a hundred and fifty feet; the roofs were of the 
custorn~ry con~plicat?d structure, one above an- 
other. This wns the place where the embalmed 
bodies of deceased St.redci\vs are laid in state. The  



bnildhg reeied on a terrace of bridc, and wss not 
elevated on pillars, as kioums and dwelling-housea 
pual ly are. The hall was very handsome, ahout 
seventy feet square, surrounded by a wide gallery. 
The roof was sustained by thirty-six gilded pillars, 
the central forty feet in height. Mats were spread 
in Werent parta for the repose of the Rhahaans, 
and on each was placed a hard pillow. There 
was also a tray containing books on the duties of 
Ithahaam, on religion, and the fo rm of rehgioue 
womhip. 

Having rested here for a short time, we next 
visited the kioum, which was the ordinary resid- 
ence of the Seredaw. This building far exceeded, 
in size and splendour, any that we had before seen, 
and is perhaps the mocrt magnificent of its kind in 
the universe. I t  is constructed entirely of wood, 
and resembles, in the ayle  of its structure and or- 
naments, that in which we had an interview with 
the Seredaw, but waa much more spacious and 
lofty. The numeroue rows of pillars, some of 
thean eixty feet high, all of which were covered 
&h burnished gilding, had a wonderfully splen- 
did effect. I t  would be difficult to convey, either 
in language or by pencil, an adequate description 
of thid extraordinary edifice. The profuse ex- 
penditure of gddi on parts exposed to the wea: 
tber, a$ well as in the ilside, cannot fail to impress 
a stnmger with astollislunent at the richness of the 
decoration, although he may not approve of the 
taste with w l k h  it is disposed. I could not have 
formed in my imagination a di~play more striking, 
ly magnificent. ThiY kioum was also divided by 
8 partition, which separated it in the middle from 
psrth to eouth. There was a small room on one 



she, bade dl gilded boards, whieh we ' Weis ro~d 
was the bedchamber of the S e d a w .  Mats wer@ 
spread on the outside for the attendant Rhsheans. 
The ilgwe of Gaudma waa made of copper, and 
an European girandole of cut-glass stood befom 
hie thronel 

h a v i n g  this building, we paeaed through many 
murte crowded with smaller temples and kioume. 
Several gigantic images of Rakuas, the Hindoa 
demon, half beast half human, made of brass, were 
showed to us, as compoeing a part of the spoils of 
hmcan. From these we were conducted to a 
inagnificent temple which is erecting for the image 
of Gaudma, that was brought from the same cc,Jn- 
try. The idol is made of polished b w ,  about ten 
feet high, and sitting in the usual posture, on a 
pedestal within an arched recess. The waIls are 
gilded, and adorned with bits of different coloured 
mirrors, disposed with much taste. Pkculiar sanc- 
tity is ascribed to thie image ; and devotees resort 
from every part of the empire, to adore the Am- 
can Gaudma, which ie not exposed at an hours to 
the view of the vulgar. The doom of the receh 
are only opened when persons of particular conse* 
quence come to visit it, or at stated times, to im 
dulge the populace. As we approached, a crowd 
of people thronged after us with tumultuous en- 
thusiasm, atriving for admittance to o\ffer up a 
rayer to this b& representative of the divinity. 

b e  sawn turned bom theee wretched fanatics, .ad 
the object of their stupid adoration, to d e w  the n b  
ble piasath, or royal spire, that crowned the W- 
ing, and attracted much more of o w  attentibu and 
respect, than an image, from which even the 8aR- 
tunty could cleim no praise. The spire mse in 



dev@ eepbate st~gea above the roof of tbe kionm ; 
w d  the gold leaf, which had recently been ap- 
qlied, glistening in the sun-beams, reflected a bril- 
kant lustre. This temple, with its auxiliary build- 
$qp, which are yet in an unfinished state, will, 
when completed, be the most elegant in the em- 
pire, though perhaps not so sp~cious as that which 
ie the present residence of the Seredaw. From 
hence we were konducted to what is called the 
Chounda, or place far the reception and repose of 
strangere who come from a distance to offer up their 
devotions. I t  communicates on the north side with 
the great temple, and is also a very beautiful speci- 
men of Birman architecture. I t  comprehends five 
Iwggalleries, eeparated by colonnades, each consist- 
k g  uf thirty-four pillars, or two hundred and four al- 
together. The ~o central rows were about twenty- 
five feet high, but the axternsl ones do not exceed 
fourteen. They were painted of a deep crimson 
ground, enlivened by festoons of gold leaf encir- 
. cling them in a very fanciful and pleasing manner, 
and in a style mu& more conformable to Europe- 
an taste than unvaried surface of gold. The 
ceiling likewise was embellished with a profusion 
of carved work, executed with great labour awl 
@uteneea. Measnring by our steps, we judged 
the length to be five hundred and seventy-six feet, 
w d  the breadth of each distinct gallery about 
twelve-the central rather wider than those on 
either side. A low railing extended along the 
outer pillars, to prevent improper persona and dogs 
fmm defiling the place. I t  is built upon a ten-ace 
qf brick, elevated three feet from the ground ; and 
t& floor is made of Chunam, or h e  stucco, com- 
w e d  of lime, pounded steatites and oil, the co- 
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beeion bf*hich fo'rtns a hard luid b m h -  6, 
that shines l i e  marble +. Our conductor i n f b  
1111, that this edifice had been lately ereeted st th 
sole erpenee of the wnior Wmngee. It 
reflects credit on the projector, pi is 6-m 

, to the country. 
The heat of the day, which h d  ww &kd 

'its greatest force, and our having Men in todtank 
'exercise from seven in the morning tin ~ W U  &C!M 
in the afternoon, rende&d a place of refltrlte k- 
tremely acceptable ; and here we nttt 8dy t t ~ ~ t d  
' purselvea, but IikePPiae f o v d  a pleiitiful '~ollackh 
prepared for &. Ohf conductors, a m  thSt tb 
attention of strangens con!d not f& te bi!' engqpF 
for some hours by such a h d W e  bf new wtl 

'siriking objects, thougbt it wodd be mom pntd8tit 
for us to wait under th& shade af thi In*h8ttl8 
roof till the afternoon, thah expo& k h e k  d- 
neceswily to a bumbg sun. We'had broqi i t  
with UB, at the iustance of our friends, wink, bl.edd 
and butter, and cold fowl, to which the S h a d -  
der had added a tureen of excellent vetmic;egi 
soup, and a tolerable good flaw. W'B a t  do* 
to our repast about two o'clock,' axnl after h'? 
i?nished, continued to recline upon o b  mate -1 
evening, fanned by a cool and refreshing b r e  
from the west, whilst we conversed, k d  w n t d -  
plated the scene ,around. The crowcT' of peopZe, 
whom the novelty of our appearancd had 'co2ect- 
ed, were neither intrusive nor troublesome. On 
ouch an occasion, in most other cbntitries ef ahe 
East, it is probable that, from the prejndicea bt' 

The r d e r  may sw a psrticular account of the Chp- 
nam and it. properties in Dr Anderson's Recreations in 
Agrioulture, " &c. 



kiptry, we ahould not have beell suffered to de- 
part ,without receiving some insult, or remarking 
w m e  uadidon  of contempt ; but here, notwith- 
standing we entered their moet sanctified recesseri, 
~e were every where treated with uniform civi- 
lity. The presence of t h e  who accompanied ub 

&ad doubtless some inhence in commanding the 
awe of the multitude ; and if their respect waia 
owing to thia motive, it speaks highly for the  eta^ 
of their polid ; but I am inclined also to give 
them credit for a disposition naturally kind a d  
Lieaevolent. 

In the afternoon we returned home by the 
read that we came ; and o w  attention being lees 
engaged than in the morning, we had a better o p  
portunity to judge of the form and extent of the 
hrtawa, ae we paseed along the north side, from 
one end to the other. 

The fort of Ummerapoora ia an exact square. 
There are four principal gatea, one in the csntre 
af each face. There is also a smaller gate od 
tach aide of the g a t  gate, equidistant between it 
and the sngle of the fort, comprieing twelve gates 

. in all. At  each angle of the fort there is a large 
qaadrangu4r baation, that projects considerably. 
There are also eleven smaller bastions on each 
side, including those that are over the g a t e w ~ p ,  
Between each of these bastions is extended a cur- 
tain, about two hundred yards ldng. From t b  
calculation, a side of the fort occupiea two thoa- 
eaml four hundred yards ; the Bir~ans, however, 
called it four thoasand nine hwdred royal enbit% 
which I conceive te be an exaggerated BOCOI~C 
Evety Bsation nnd @way is oovesed by tyld 



roof, s n p p t d  on four pillare of wood, t o  preven( 
injury from the lodgment of rain 

A t  each corner of the fort there is a gilded tem- 
ple, nearly one hundred feet in height, but MI in- 
significant, comparatively, wi& thoee we had juet 
seen, aa not to attract particular notice. 

We could perceive, from our elephants, the r d  
of a range of buildinge in the inside, parallel to the 
walls, and extending along one entire side of the 
fort, which our conductors said was the public 
granary and store-rooms. 

We arrived at our grove half an hour after dark. 
wearied by the heat of the weather and the exer- 
cise of t& day, but gratified to the highest degree 
with the multiplicity and extraordinary splendow 
of the objects we had sees. Much as we had 
heard of the magnificence of their religious build- 
ings, our expectations had been more than fulfill- 
ed. The unbounded expenditure of gilding which 
they bestow on the outside of the roofs, as well a$ 
within, must exhaust immense sums. I was in- 
formed that the gold leaf is exceedingly pure, and 
bears e x p m e  to the air for a long time, without 
suffering injury. The s h e  or glue used to make 
it  adhere, is called Seesee ; i t  is the juice of the 
eroton sebifemm, after undergoing a certain pre- 
paration. This is the only manner in which e 
people, naturally frugal and disinclined to luxury, 
seem to apply their superfluous wealth. I t  ie t o  
be lamented, that their edifices are in general com- 
posed of such a perishable material as wood, wbicb, 
though of the most durable kind perhaps in the - 
world, cannot last for many generations, or leave 
to pos(erity a monumental proof of the taete and 
msgaificence of the national architecture. 

- .  
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CHAPTER VII. 

~ E A S O N  TO HOPE FOR A PROSPEROUB TERMI- 
NATION OF THE EMBASSY-MEET WITH STRE- 

NUOUS OPPOSITION-ON WHAT GROUNDS- 

VESSEL ARRIVES A T  RANGOON PROM MAU-' 

RITIUS-NEWS FROM EUROPE UNPLEASANT 

-INDUSTRIOUSLY PROPAGATED-MR WOOD 

VISITS  T H E  WOONGEES-POLITE RECEPTION 

-REMARKABLE CIRCUMSTANCE-REQUIRE 

TO KNOW HIS MAJESTY'S PLEASUHE-DAY 

APPOINTED @OR T H E  DELIVERY OF PRESENTS 

FROM THE BIRbfAN KITO--COHVERSATION A T  

T H E  LOT00--ARROGANCE OF THE BIRMAN 

COURT-RESOLVE TO REMONSTRATE-UNEI- 

Y I L  TREATMENT-MR WOOD PRESENTS A 
WRITTEN AND SOLEMN DBCLARATION-PER- 

MENT CAUSED BY IT-FAVOURABLE CONOLU- 

IION-A DAY APPOINTED ?OR OUR RECEP- 

TION BY T H E  KIIPO--LIBERAL RETURN OF  

PRESENTS-DIFFERENT ARTICLES-PROCEED 

T O  THE PAtAClGIlYTRODUCTION-HALL O F  

AUDIENCE-THE KING--HIS DRESS-PERSON 

-MANNER-RECEIVE OFFICIAL PAPERS I N  

T H E  RHOOM-FORMALITY I N  CONVEYING T H B  

KING'S LETTER-RETURN. 

WHXLS* we were thus page% our time h a m -  
ment and the indulgence of our quioeity, the 
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more important !nterwta of the mlsdon were not 
forgotten, The wuncil, 1 wae informed, had held 
frequent deliberations on eome genere1 prop&- 

* tiom, which I had submitted with a view to mist 
the mercantile interests of the two countries, and 
lace commerce M a liberal md secure baeis. I 
rm d reason given me to conclude, that my wggee- 
d m  bad met with .a h d e  reception ; ead L 
w8a likewise info&, by all authority whicb I 
amwived t0.k mnp&ent, that i tma intsndsd,ta 
depute r Birvlan o5ieerof~distbdoa in an d%id 
~ t y t o I 3 e n ~ , t h a e t o o o n f i r m , o a d h e p u t  
of hia Bismau Werhp, the gad  undembdbg 
$hat wae hendortb to subkt between the Oonrt 
of Ummsr~paars, and the GovernmentGeaad-of 
bdi8. A s r m a e  of tbie nature, WQLr with 
tbe gttention paid t6 aar private accommodation, 
i sdud  me to bope for r ~ ~ b l e  termination 
d t h e m i e a i o n w i t h w h i c h I w e e i e ~ .  

I soon found, bowever, that the attainment of 
tbeee objects, which were OBrianrl ealdateclrto 

of ta B r i J ~ n d ~  and tbe 
Birmen empire, wm oppeesd by h imtiact at i -  
fioeo oE i ad i v i dd  Bcrsessing weight, whae  m- 
tqpeeta mie;ho eventnd~, be atktad bp any imm 
d e n ,  ePdWh0,cm thst mopat,BeMeke$ fo- 
-tad jeslowy anddktrue& I liksnise leamul, 
t b t  tbe pride af the cewt had baen a r l y  a d e n -  
ed by a reprmenta4~n, that the gvwmmmt- d 
Beng$ being provincial, end the Gowmm-gene- 
ral, from whom I d e r i d m y  d i o n ,  onlyrhe 
subject of a king, it would therefore be derogatory 
to the B i m w  monad to treat on tsnaa of eq- 
lity wit11 an ~inistrpt ion teat was snberdinste, 
or $0 correspond with my person beneath the cbg- 



nity of a crowned hem& It h Wb&L, -, 
whether the R i m  cmnt w d  have mattifeutd 
its sentiments so a n e q n i v d l y  as 'to draw 
me a formal explanation, hrd 8ot C- 4 
subsequently o c c d  M h  served .6o enendthen 
its arrogance, and gave plausibility to the 
sent~tions that had been Eabriated to mislead. 

Matters mere in tlds when MIX aume 
of the an-ival of a 4 vessel at RQI.goen h. 
the Isle of Francs, nndm Binarn aaloarg wid& 
brought an unfavonrable ~coant of the aittmioti 
of affairs in Europe ; aqgemtidg h e  dieapyoied- 
ment of the Alliee aa the Cenfinent to a totsl de- 
feat; and adding, that the Dutch tmd ~~ 
having joined the republicam, the at6er ruin (If the 
English mas not far distant. An abeeare ngc%tt, 
maintained at Rangoon by the Preach, tmumdittd 
this information to a petaOn of came afficisl hn- 
portance at the BiFmsn +tad, who inmte-19 
promulpted it with an &ien, tbat a powerful 
fleet was on its voyage trom France to India, and 
that four French ehipe of war &m ~mimnpBrmt~ 
ciuizing in the Indian sew. 

This intelligence, w K i  ma asserted with cadr 
ficlence, was diligently improved by the Armeniaa 
and Bfussulrnan medmta ,  who ineinmd th* W 
our present overturn apmng not 'iwm tmachy, 
they originated in fear; at 4 e  same f h e  renew- 
ing a report, which had more tban once 5een car- 
rent, of a combin86isn of all the powem of In& 
to depdve Great Btitain bf her posseesiona in the 
East, and to expel dl Europesns from t h w  s h m ,  
which they wew repmented t~ have fht &itCd 
m medanul, a d  &erwa& inviulefl m Ilsapem. 
Although the Birmene probably did not give im- 
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p)rieit d t  to the lrut mentioned rumow, yet the 
newa from Europe, oooperating with their own 
.pride, determined them to persist in that arrogant 
~llsumptiw of superiority, which had hitherto been 
m+nXeeted rather in their actions than by their 
words. 

On the 7th of ~ e ~ t e m b e r ;  Mr  W d ,  in con-' 
formity with the instructions be received, waited 
09 the two senior Woongeea, accompanied by DF 
Bnchanan, a d  attended by a proportion of the 
public serwnte. On his return, he a d b e d  an 
official letter to me hy which it appeara, that, in 
his reception, no part of the reepect due to llis 
public character waa omitted ; whilst in the soli- 
citude expreseed for our personal welfare, there 
wss displayed a e  refined politeness of a poliihed 
court. The convemation that he held with the 
Woongeea waq neverthelee3 marked by a rircum- 
~ tance  which served to indicate more pointedly 
the precise line tbat waa intended to be bum. 

On the clay of my public introduction at the 
Lotoo, it was an omission too remarkable to es- 
cape notice, that no inquiry whatever had been 
made respecting the Governor-general of India ; 
por in the q n v e d o n s  which I afterwards held 
with tbe several princes, was the name of the Go- 
vernor-general once mentioned by them. Such, 
however, was nat tbe caae at  the intqview be- 
tween Mr  Wood and the Woongee~. These mi- 
nisters inquired particularly concerning Sir John 
Shore, and the younger Woongee desired to be 
informed of the extent of the Governor-general's 
authority ; which implied, un his part, either real 
& Igno~~llce. Theee questions dao, IW 



tippem 5m Mr W d ' s  wpm, cNd aot & 
from dhe 4 of %b moment, b&4 
were all preeo- d metbodieslly arrange& 
ri7re m f m c e a  therefore tn be dsduced Rcnn that 
were grotrilds on d c h  I might form a judpenbi. 
They cimreyed q h h g  more &an a preabp 
tion d tbe trbsl s e n W t a  eaber6hiasd reope&% 
the ddtgstmg aaitboiity mler which I d. , 

There being no phud+. pretext far any longet 
delay, I presaed the Woongees to inlmm me khat 
his Maj- phmaba t ~ a a  regsrdi the eePerd 
goSnte which I bad sabmiated to bib council; and 
intimatad the ~ l e m d t y  I Wan under of &eying th 
&den of my own gowmment, by m i n g  ra 
qmcWy tm wab &miam M &a a%& fat 
wbkh I h d  baea depat4. In to dhis hp- 
g@?J 1 w me&, tht  %hb presdnta which B m h a  MBjesy desigfd to mud t'6 Ben@, 
in for thoee ke hbd received, woaM ba pro- 
pered on rbe 19th of 6q+tetaber, & Wbkb daf, 
SFIwobIdcouietotheLoboo, tbqehaaMbede- 
livered to me, mattere of Inmkem might be dib- 
crrsbed,sadImiga~boncwhswmrttspItho~ 

pE2"tk?Le I -ed, u M- 
ferdhg me an e p p d t y  oi equiring 'to h~ 
bie hjenty's d mntimenta, ss wdl 8s the mo- 
tivea 'that on heir pa* gave ribe to a conduct d 
eb mymrioas a nature. 

Nothing p m d  in the i&, except that f m- 
oeived intimation through a private a d  m- 
able r h e l ,  that tbe court, although no objection 
weuld be formally stated, had come to 8 decitkl 
reeelution of considering me as a person deputed 

x 2 



firom a p r o h i d  aud subordinate power; and nnb 
ae the representative of an equal and sovereign 
@ate ; and that, in pursuance of this estimation, 
his Majesty did not intend to honour me with a 
pemonal audience of lepve. Of the truth of this 
information I had no rervlm to d o d t  ; but before 
I took any measnres to undeceive the wurt in a 
public manner, I deemed it expedient to hare an - 
~esumption ea haughty and impeFioua verified by 
the highest authority. 

On the 19tb of September I p d e d  to the 
Lotoo, where I prrived about twelve o'clock, and 
f o d  the council of state already assembled ; the 
miuisters and the attendant o & m  being all dreeeed 
in their r o b  and cape of ceremony. A few mi- 
nutee &r we bad taken our seats, tbe pmsenta 
were brought, cm&ting of three large box-, co- 
vered with red cloth, and two elephant's teeth of 
considerable size. These I was d e o i  to weive, 
in the name of the Birmw king, for the Englieh 
government. At the same time, two large ringe 
were preeented to me ; w e  a single ruby eet in 
gold, the other a sapphire, which I was requested 
to accept as a personal token of hie Majesty's fa- 
vow. A ring wao plso given to Mr Wood, and 
another to Dr Buchanan. When this eeremony 
waa end& I addressed myself in the B i a n  lan-, 
guage to the Wongees, and desired to know whe- 
ther there were any reasons which applied to my 
situation, that had induced his majesty to decline 
honouring me with a personal audienca; w h i h ,  
compliment, I understood, was usually paid &jt 
their court to the deputies of all sovereign stater*. 
To thia interrogation I received an equivocal re- 
ply ; and, on repeating it, they persisted in retuiu- 
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ing an svnsive manner. I then deaired k, be m- 
formed whether or not it wae hie Majesty's inten- 
tion to receive me in pereon, before my departure, 
m the representative of the Governor-general. Thir 
gnestion they &d they could not answer, not 
knowing hi Majesty'e pleasure. I afterward9 
naked whether the kii prewmed hie intention of 
sending on authorkd person from hie court to 
Bengd, ae had been intimated to me by what I 
conceived to be competent authority; and whether 
tbe suggestions, which I had mbmittecl for the ad- 
vancement and pm@c&m of commerce, had been 
taken into- wnsi-on. These ueveral points, 
they mid, were then under diecueeien, and would 
be speeddy determiaed. They acquainted me, at  
the mum time, that, if I would lk on any precise 
rid for my departure, the neeessery papers and 
ttem ebould be prepared, and de1ivered:to me P 

two &ye preview to my eetting out. I mentioned 
tbe Sd of October. They replied, that the lettern 
Pbould be in readinma by what I understood to be 
the 1st of October, but, by some misapprehension, 
vae the 30th of September ; d d i i  their hope 
that I w ~ d d  come to town on the 28th of Septem- 
ber, the anniversary of Sandahgguite, a day on 
which all the nobility pay homage to his majesty. 

- 7'0 their invitation I amwered, that my having 
that honour must depend on circumstances not yet 
e e d .  

This interview left me little morn to doubt of 
t8e estimation in which the Birman court held my 

.# *lit character, notwithatanding it wae judged 
advisable, from motives of policy, to avoid making 
any direct avowal of mch sentiments. Proceeding 
upon this plan, they concealed all thoir am and 



detmtdmtiorm with a veil of an+$ty, which it 
eonretimen waa extremely daaenhr to pn&ah. 

Priae,tBe & f ~ p r i n C i p l e a C & i s  arro- 
grutcaaqwm~ the rmaoefowhkh i tacondu4 
m every taamwdoa of r public xmtmm, *light tJrir 
m d y  km tmced. The fiaet object of their g* 
r-ernment in to impma on the minds of the peepk 
the moat m v d a l  awe of cbe$. own aovmi 
w b  -BLI t h y  do mr -t a bs 
by tect of my am& rpoa ertb. Without at 
tempting to diBPi.jBh their v e n d o n  for their owbi 
prince, it beeune my duty, fmm the mode that 
was ad- in the diaplay of hi comeqner~oe, te; 
q u i n t  the minktern, k t e m ~  w h i i  coukl not 
be miacomtmed, ttut there wre &r power, 3 
w, great dice, which would not readily wb 
lcribe to its own inferiority, or admit of any .ct in 
its negotintiona with other %tam, whioe might aC 
ther eq~ess or imply an asnuxnption of rmpe&rity. 
Itbetsaaeheeessuyto* t k ,  thatthe& 
vernor%epenl of Indir wpe not, in his mlation te 
their court, or to drat of tmy o h  Eastern pe- 
tate, a subordinate previaeiol offioer ; bnt a p e w  
Rage in whom sovereign authe~ity over a W y  
extended earpire wu, efficiently m&ed ; a t ,  ss 
the representative d mteh wthority, I held an in- 
disputable c h  te whatever d h t h  mu 
granted to the ~liinistera of other natiom; and t h k  
the withholding it would be accounted an incivility 
at great, aa probably to prevemt the 3hgbh go- 
vernment b m  d i n g  my &&re. rdvancea for th 
establiuhseaat of e fi-ieadly and conMeatiPI in&- 
COtlP(m. --- 

To convey a truth not lere 'm-t for them 
to know than incumbent on me to &?a&, 1 de- 
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tadmi tn address a letter to the principal Wmn- 
gee and the council of state, e x p r e h g  my dissa- 
tisfaction at the conduct which the Birman court 
had thought proper to observe in regard to my 
public character; to require an explanation of those 

oints which comprehended the objects of the em- 
[a8sy ; and to demand, that I should be received 
and acknowledged by the king in person as the 
rwesentative of an eqnal and sovereign state. 

Had there even been room left for me to hesitate 
upon the adoption of this step, the following cir- 
cumstances, which occurred irnmedistely after my 
interview with the Woongeee at the Lotoo, wonld 
have decided me in making a public d e c h t i o n  of 
my sentiments on a mode of behaviour which ex- 
ceeded even their usual extent of official arrogance, 
and fell little short of pefeonal indignity. 

The custom, which imposes an obligation on a 
foreign minister, to pay a mark of respect by a 
tn&g present to each member of the royal faniil 
to whom be ia introduced, has already been micod: 
This compliment I offered in person to the several 
princes on the days of my presentation ; and, in 
order to manifest that it was not my desire to with- 
hold any attention consistent with my situation to 

, soon after the visits of ceremony were ended, !%: directed my Moonshee, or Persian secretary, 
to  wait on each of the ministers and the principal 
officers of the court, and request in my name their 
acceptance of some rarity, the produce of Europe 
or of India. The gift to each individual wes very 
trifling. A few yards of European broad cloth, an 
article of cut-glass, a piece of Bengal muslin or of 
8ilk, wae received aa a polite and handsome testi- 
moqial of friendly disposition. These civilities, 



I .wwr itdbrm4 were, by a speehl mandate, a- 
Bered to be mhmed, by wery pereon to whom the 
attention had been ahom, in aome production of 
aha Bkmml ooIUItry, snd of value eqd 60 W b  
had been bestowed. 

I t  being expected &at 1 should d t  o& the royd 
p r i m  to mxki inyeison the remueration d k h  
they deigned w mibe f a  h e  prgseata* hd 
obtained, I seat, m the 21et of S e p t d w ,  zamq+ 
eege to the Engy "Peehien, to a c m t  hiin that, if 
it suited .his ~cono~nience, I wodd p y  my i&peete 
to him the fdlowingdq, or postpcsle my vhit to 
any &her tW he might proper to qpht. 
I likewi~e dqmetdhed a mPunemger with a e im ih  
notitication to tbe Pri~aa af Rome. From &e 
first I received a civil reply, BIGUB& k l f  frum 
seeing me on ~ccol lg t  d the indisposition of *he 
princeae, who had k i y  been brought to bed ; %nt 
acquainting me, that, if I chose .to sttend, the p m  
eente for the *%plhh govmrneat, would be deliver- 
ed to me in h e  rboota of hie palace, or to (m 

person whom I migb ,eppoint to receh b. f 
aeplied, that beisg debma of the honour d see- 
mg him, I would depute Mr Wood to acu@ bia 
premta in the name af the Governor-gend of 
India. From the R k e  of Prome I Bd not lhe 
honour of aa answer. 

On the 224 Mr Wsod d d  on Qe 
Teekien, and wa4 r&ei#ed with much ci+* 
the 1'hoom by bi D I ~ ~  The presem  we^ 
formally prodnced, and coweyed to our residence 
by the prince's servants. As the Prinm of Prome 
had not returned m answer to my m q ,  I im- 
agined that some misapprehension had o c d .  
h m g  deskow of appuhg  to put %he most h o a r -  



. . M e c o ~ d o n o n ~ p a r t o f ~ c ~ n d a c t , I  
q n d  Mn Wood to send s meeaenger, when 
he went to the howe of Eagp Teekien, to apprise 
the Princa of Proma that he meant afterwsrds to 
pry hie tsspeata ta him. To this intimation waa 
mtumed what) ME WOqd co~idered a satisfactory 
mplf ; aod m eaon se the h t  vidt w a ~  ended, 
he p r o d  to the Prince of h m e b  palace, 
where the tawstanent he meeived was extremely 
rude. After far some time at the outer 
gats exposedite the sun, he wes informed that thd 
piaeewrrr,&st horee. 

However deficient tbe members of tha myaI 
family might be in polite- to mg I d e t m m i d  
not to suffer their example to inflnence my con- 
tewarde them, q to neglect my mark of deference 
that waq dae bo their i U d o u a  mk. Meedaw 
Raw, the mother of the queen, being a personag6 
mumble from her age, and diitiedfrom her hi@ 
conneetioas-her b e h i o u r  a h ,  on our introduw 
tien, having been distiagaiabd by affability an& 
politeness-I me, for these nsaons, desirous of 
yying such a &meter particlllsr mpeet ; an& 
mth that view mnt a complimentmy meeeage ta 
her, eimilar to that which had beea delivered cw 
tlte two princea. She returned, ia anewer, tltst 
the next day wo& be perfectly convenient to her 
for my reception. I likewise intimated to the 
younger princes my intention of paying tbem a 
vie'yt, to which they m+A by a verbd compli- 
ment. 

On the next day, tb 2Sd, I p r d e d  in form 
to the house of Me&w Plaw at th ttppohtd 
hour, a d  was received with auffieient politenem 
by her Woon, or principal officer. There were 
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w v e d  persons of'rank aesembled in the hall whir 
I entered. A h  we had been seated about a quar: 
.tar of an hour, a peraon came forth from the inner 
apartment, and informed us that the prineeas had 
gone to the palace to see the queen her daughter, 
but would return in a few minutes. This I thought 
rather an extrrtordmary step, ss she herself had 
determined the preeise time when I wae to come. 
These minutell, however, were protracted to an 
hour. In the interval, pawn, fntit, and sweetmeats 
were served up. At  length, when her ministera 
perceived that my patience was exhamted, and I 
would wait no longer, a meaaage was delivered to 
me from the princess, excueing her non-appearauca 
on a plea of indisposition ; at the same time three 
gohi ring& set with ~ b i -  and sapphima, and se- 
veral boxea, handsomely japanned and painted, 
were laid before me, and my acceptance of them 
demd. A conduct marked by such deliberate 
unpolitenese, would have juetified retaliation on* 
my part, by a contemptuous rejection of- her pre- 
aenta. I however refrained from any W e r  indi- 
cation of displeasure, than withdrawing uncere- 
moniously, without taking any notice of the boxer, . 
or ringe, which were immediately conveyed to m y  
residence by her servants. Having reason to ap- 
prehend that the junior princes meant t~ observe a 
similar line of conduct, I declined visiting them, 
but eent Mr Wood to go through the ceremony of 
calling at their separate houses. As was expected, 

'he  saw not one of the princes, but w a ~  received 
by their Woons, who, though they carefully re- 
frained from absolute rudeness, yet evinced in their 
conduct the utmost arrogance, under the cloak of 
eulw~dious civiiity. 
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Such strange and unwarrantable holence could 

not be measnred by any scale of true policy, and 
was hwdly to be reconciled to reason or common 
sense. Nor could any part of their conduct be 
laid to the accoupt of ignorance ; for no people on 
earth better understand, or more pointedly observe, 
the minute punctilios of official form. No candid 
and determinate reply could be extorted from then1 
on eny point in which their vanity was concerned. 
What their court intendeh to concede, I under- 
.&od, was to be granted, not ae an equivalent for 
reciprocal privileges on our part, but as a boon- 
as an act of gratuitous condescension to me, in the 
character of a petitioner, bearing the tribute of ho- 
mage from an inferior state. Without the hardi- 
ness to avow them principles, which e sense of 
British power, and the proximity of the country, 
probably suppresedd, they nevertheless acted upon 
,them as an assumed fact, with t~ view to gratify 
their own pride, elude disagreeable explanations, 
and reap all the advantages derivable from an in- 
tercourse with British I n d i  to which they cer- 
tainly were far from being averse, rovided the 
correspondence a d  be mointaine upon their 
awn terms. 

2' 
In  p u r s u a n ~  of my determination, I addressed 

aletter to the chjef Woongee and council of 
&ate ; and, to give it all the publicity that sueh 
a declaration ought to have, I sent Mr Wood to 
deliver it in penson to the minister, directmg him 
afterwards t6 u& on the two jianior Woongees, 
and apprise them formally of my having written 
a letter of such a tenor. 

Nor did I'resolve on this measure without ma- 
VOL. ll. 0 
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turely dg the effecb 18 waq fil@t b @o- 
duce, as well 89 the necessity in which it or;$ 
nnted. The court had evidently been embemmed 
in the fimt stages of the business, md waa rind* 
tertnined in what mmner to act. To this itre- 
lution I ascribe the petty rrrtifiee of misininforming 
me in matters of fact. The sccounte from h m p e  
certainly had great might  in influencing their con- 
duct, and those codd pnly be discredited by my 
holding higher langnage than before. To have ae- 
qtlieaced in.silence would have been conatrued inta 
at  leaat a presumptive evidence of our wdzneea ; 
whilst the slight that was attempted to be caet oil 
the authority delegated t o  me, left no alternative 
but to endeavour to remove it by a temperate re- 
monstrance, such as my letter was intended to 
ranvey, or to decline any fnr thr  oommrmication, 
an11 withdraw without ceremony. This latter step 
was not to be taken under any provocatSon short 
of personal injury, than which I< believe nothing 
was fsrther from their intention. To enhance theu 
own importance by the unworthy ntode of lessen. 
ing that of others, seemed to be the sole motive 
that actuated them, and which, aa far as related tb 
the government that I represented, it wna clc?arb 
my duty to oppose. 

My letter waa written in tbe Englieh md tbb 
?mian languages. * The intervention of how 

- It afforded me particular satisfaction to know, 
Ibe full pwrport and expression of my letter could not% 
to be conveyed, through tbe channel of either of t h e  
languages, to the Birman court me Armenian inter- 
preter of English, who had spent the greater part of his 
ife in the Birman country, was a man eminently quali- 

fie4 for the task ; he spoke, read, nnd wrote English, su- 
penm to any person I aver knew who had not bcen i n  
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clep prswmkd $110 delivery of it beS'ore the +Mth, 
when Mr Wood waited on tbe principal Woongeg 
md presented it in form. He aftenvarda called 
upon the junior Woongees, and acquainted them 
ef his having laid before the senior an addreaa 
whit& required their eerious oolmideration. 
. I imagine, that if this explicit avowal of my sen- 
timepts had been made previouely to our laat men- 
tioned visits to the members of the royal family, 
we should have had less cause to complain sf in- 
C;viIity. Sucb hgmge, I believe, waa not ex- 
pected. The court had mured itself that the s s t e  
of our affats in Europe and in India w p ~  so cri- 
tical, that we would tolerate yet greaber wogance 
of manner, rather than hazard the interruption of 
btercwtse, give our enemies the advantPge 
of aa dliance which the native vanity of the Bi- 
mnos rendered them not mwiuina; to overrate. 

bkuxn&on waa conveyed to me from a respect- 
W e  q m r ,  that the fermentation whicll my re- 

, ~saonstmme excited in t8e council of the Lotoo 
wss by no nneans moderste. Yhe Woongees, I wee 
told, were divided in their opinions. The discus- 
oioa conhued till twebe o'clock on the night of 
JBe 27& when the of *heir deliberatbaa 
naslnidbafmaBekiPg. 
@rest .ZWiraih It is a binjplra f+ &at the drat version 
of lbe late Sir WWsm Jones's Translation of the Insti- 
tutes of ~ i n b  Law, should be made in the Birman lan- 

age. When I arrived at Ummerapoora, the Armenian 
&just completed the work, by command of his Binnan 
shesty. 'Chi* cireuttistance offers no mean pmbf of the 
liberd .ad dgh+ened policy of a prince, who, supwior 
to geaeral prejudice, was willing to seek fur ioformation 
through a medium by which few other nations of the Bast 
*ill condescend to accept of knowledge, however bene 
eslal tqe attttbmern might p m  zd t 4 W v w .  
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Whatever might have been their e e w  -ti2 
menta, the ultimate decision wm temperate and 
wise. I wan apprised, late on the evening of the' 
Q8th, by a verbal communication from the May- 
woon of P e p e ,  that on the (lay appointed for the 
delivery of the reply to the Governor-general's 
ietter, I should be formally received a t  the palace 
of the king, who would grant me a pernonal eat 
Jienm in tbe character to which I laid claim, and 
that the propositions which I had suggested, f w  
the regulation and encouragement of commerce, 
had for the mQet part received hiq majesty'e ap 
probation. 

I exp& in m e r ,  the eatisfaction. I felt 
from henring a resolution so rreditable to them- 
selves ; but added, that 813 the letter I had written 
wm a public and solemn declaration, I should re- 
quire more than a verbal aaauranca, before I a u l d  
comietently subject myself to a repetition of for- 
mer dienppointments, and requested that he m& 
take the trouble to reduce hi obliging metwage to 
writing. With thie he readily complied by a &OH 

note written in the B i  language. 
The form of receiving the presents, wLiub w w e  

Broaght to me 8s a return for those that bad been 
given, occupied a considerable portion of the last 
days. One of the boxes that had been oent 
by the king contained amber in large piece, M-- 
commonly pure ; another, a maw of stone of con- 
~iderable size, in appearance resembling the chry- 
mpraae ; and the third, a large and beautiful group 
of crystale, rising from a matrix of amethyst, in 
the form of prisms, mostly hexagonal or pentago- 
n$, slightly ~triated on the surface, and terminated 
fit one end by a pyramid composed of three rllo~n- 



beid$Idaaes, b ~ m 8 v e t y d u a ~ y m  
of- a a d ~ l e s e , ~ f r o P l  suchaquu- 
&, must bow been 40counted of great vploe. The 
p w n t  fros the Eegy Teelrien consisted of aL 
mby and aapphiue &gg two elephants teetb, ss 
-1 &paand bexe~, and three herses, amall, like 
dl &ow which the camtry @U- but extapme- 

well fanaecl. Two were piebald, to match in 
a e, and the other was 8 bright bay. The 
piaoyvl queen dm, whom title ie Nandoh hw, 
d tbe secolwl cpm, mlled Mynck Nandoh, sent 
their eepaw efferins% a d  added to several hgm 
)ed tipcineas of jppppped ware, 8ome h a n h m e  
srticdes ef p b ,  two iPrge beetle-born, of em- 
bPreecl silver, two - aad two dridriag clrpe of 
the solre pled, the worhaaebip of which did sot 
&?id B fsveursble proof of the skill of their Prtiots. 
&s&batq Bonooiono w e e  ROW bmght in tFeu- 
bhm* nbmhce b m  every individual to whom 
* ~ ~ t i o n h P c l b e e e g i w n ; a n d i n  

iaecewes tbe ~etnrp fer exceeded in valw 
plw been mived.  My hum was encum- 
b e d  with all colts d of uteneile in painted 
md japmn4 wue, several of which were br no 
preasefrptddeaiza. 1 w m ~ ~ e . t ~  
pis P;.ecea ef eilL aad eo#on dotb, of *reat 
dhwmm and quality, in number not less than 
eighty or B hmcked ; .Iso elephants teetb, amber 
wrought into be&, Gfty or sixty  piecee of plate 
b e d  into bade-be=, mugs, qitting-pots and 
cups. Preoions stones, too, coestituted a very ge- 
nerrdgifr,chieil~&sndsPpp$iresintheirp~r 
tive ate, deb eet in gold. I received from va- 
r i m  penow needy s buadred of these stones, few 
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of whi& were valuable, though &me of the nap- 
phfres, on being poliehed by a lapidary, proved to 
have a very fine water. I must not, however, omit 
mentioning a beautitid specimen of filagree, in a 
large silver beetle-box, which Was preeented to me 
by one of the Attawoone. The workmanehip wnw 
minutely delicate, rind exquisitely finiahed ; and, 
in order to enhance the value of the gift, tbe &nor ,  
with a politenesstbat could not be surpsssed in 
any court, had his title engraven in Englie$aettem 
on the aide of the box. A compliment so hand- 
somely wnveyed demanded my best Bcknowledp 
mente ; and I regretted exceedingly that *he &cia1 
character which I held denied me the personal ac- 
quaintance of this minister, aa well BE of some others, 
with whom I should have been happy, under any 
other circumetancea, to have cultivated an intimacy. 

On the 30th of September, the day appointed 
by hie Khan majeety to receive the English gea 
tlemen in tbe character of an imperial deputation, ! 
we crmed the lake at ten o'cloek in tbe mornbag, 
attended by our CIurtomary mite, and m x m w i e d  
by Baba-Sheen and eeversl Birmsn o!Kc& W e  
entered tbe fort, 8% awal, by the w ~ m  gate, 
when, instead of parsing, aa 0x1 former tkxtmione, 
along the north eide of the enclosare of the pahe, 
60 reach the street leading down to the Lotoo, we 
now proceeded round by the eouth, and in this 
new dimstion observed many more houses of dim- 
tinpished etrncture than by the other route. In 
our way we passed through a short street, entirely 
composed of saddlem and harness-makm @hops. 
On alighting, we were conducted into the rhoom, 
to wait there until the E n g  Teekien should ar- 
rive, which he did precisely at the hour of twelve. 
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S e v e d  C h o b d ,  who were to be intrncluced on 
thie day, had taken their eeat. in the rhoom he- 
fore we entered. Each of them held a piece of 
silk or catton cloth in his lap, deeigned, acwding 
to the established etiquette, ae a propitiatory offer- 
ing to his majesty; and on the cloth wae place? a 
weer,  containing a small quantity of unboiled 
rice, which it  seeme is an indispenssble part of the 
ceremony. The Bi ian  custom diffew in this 
particular from the usage of Hindoatan. A per- . 
eon, on his presentation at  the imperial emrt of 
M i ,  &ere to the sovereign an odd number of 
tbe gold coin commonly called Mohnrs, ' an even 
number beiig considered ae inauspirious ; but the 
mwt of Ummempoora, with a more delicate re- 
finement, never permite nu offering in money, but 
reqtliree from a fomignex eomething of the produce 
of his country, and from a subject some article of 
manufactme. The donation of rice is not, as in 
Indii when preeentsd by Brahmins to the incar- 
natbns of Vihnu, meant as an acknowledgment 
of divine attributee, but is merely designed as a 
recognition of the power of the monarch, and an 
acknowledgment of the property of the soil being 
resred in him : B truth which is expressively de- 
clared, by offering him its most useful production. 
Poririg our codnuance in the rhoom, tea wae 
eerved to IM ; end when we advanced to the outer 
gate, we were not obliged to put off our ahom, 
but were permitted to wear them antil we had 

Mohur is 8 emntpr name given by Europe- to fhis 
win, Ashurfi is its proper term. Pagoda, likewise, as 
applied to n p i n ,  is an illegitimate word, of wliich the 
natives know nothing except on the authority of tl~eir 
concpururs. 



r e a c b E d c b e ~ € m e l o s ~ n t B Y ~ c h e ~  
of the Lotoo from test of the reyd palsoe, wid& 
whicb not any aolsrral of the court is rJbned ce 
g o w i t h b b & a t ~ r e d .  There u a d o a M e p  
t i t ioPwld ld i~ the trreoe t* te ,  epithan* 
reningepaceoftenatt7~elveLet, t h m &  wbi& 
a gdlery lends ibst k rpprep&ed erdwidy Cb 
rbe me oftbkbgwben 1 P e & m ~ p u i d a h  
penon in tee W 

On enterbg the gab, we peatmid drs ropl 
drrmuf-yia h o f r g d & e -  
rsesnrMsclmdltbepde olporppaudd- 
tiea, dt vaa M OF hall, *by ader- 
nada~fpihutwmtyiplelPgzb, . p d o P l y E o ~ ~ %  
deph Wewemecoolsrctedidoitbyafhghd 
~ p % a a d , d r a n t i r y ; , c e d r a u ~ l r a t e k i  
q a m g s a i t e d a t h e t b a q  dcbismhvap4db 
vacant,ssbeiaginfall~wofLie8ajecy. ch 
ourentmnce, &etbeBarsmantoftlmme, m* 
h h ,  wcu~do~evLiblt, w $ i c 8 r r e W  0 
be ~bopt five f ~ t  a i .  w i  dw.rs M 
&eeestfromourpliew. Ththw,dlededled~ 
play, was d d y  gilded & c a r d  ; on arch d o  
...PaU e, tmded by8gikhdUs-b - 
tcadedafowfsettotberight andlek, n x m w  
6 i g ~ l l m o f ~ ;  md o n m t d h , m t s b ,  
hot of the thmre, were p l d  m m l  I m p  wm= 
sas of g&, of vYicw hmJ, aud for di%ka) 
~f~pqses.  I m ~ y o o e a t b e t l u a a e , ~ +  
Bhdpl.eathroreinseven ~ D b o v e t h e m ~ f s e f  
the building, mwnd by a tee or mbreUa, from 
a h i c h a + 1 r o d n a s e ) e ~ h t b s w ~ .  

We had been seated little more than a qnartet 
of an hour, when the fol doors that concealed 

cent opened with a Ion 9 noise, and diae4vered 



his msjesty amanding a flight of atepe that led up 
to the throne from the inner apartment. He ad- 
meed but slowly, and seemed not to posseaw a 
fnee use of his liinb~, being obliged to support him- 
d with'hii hande on the balustrade. I was in- 
h e d ,  however, that this appesrance of weakneea 
did pot proceed from any bodily infirmity, but 
fmm-the weight of the regal h a b h e n t s  in which 
he was clad ; and if what we were told wse tme, 
that he cwied on hi dress fifteen vies, upwar& 
pf m y  ponnde avoirdupois of gold, hie difficulty 
of ascent wae not surprising. On d i a g  the top 
b stood fer a minute, pe 4041 to @ice breath, 
and then eat down on an embroidered cnshion with 
bis legs inverted. Hie crown wau s l i i h  c ~ n i d  
eap, &ly studded with precious stones. His 
%gem wera cpvered with and in his drese 
L bore the egpeenrnoe of a man d in golden 
aanour, whilst a gilded, ar probably a golden wing 
an each ehonlder, did uot add much lightness to 
hie figure. His b k e  denoted him to be between fie and sixty years old, pf a strong make, in sa- 
kPe ruthex beneath the middle height, with hard 
featurea and of a dark camplexion; yet the ex- 
pma~ion of his countenance waa net unpleasing, 
a d  eeemed, I hught, to Wieate an intelligent 
and inqniring mid. 

O n  the first appeamnce of hiis majesty, all the 
ooartiecs beat their bodies, and held their hands 
jeined in 8n attitude of eupplication. Nothing, 
&her wan required of m, than to lean a little 
forward, and to turn in our legs aa much :h we 
d d - n o t  any act being so unpolita, or w n t m y  
to etiquette, aa to present the soles of the feet to- 
wovJs t b  face of a d ip l ied  p e r ~ ~ ~ .  P'our h. 



mine, d m d  in white cap md gewrm, 
the usual prr;yer at tbe foot d the tbmn& A 
Nakharra then dvanoed into the wcoPt epam be 
Few the kiq, and reoited in a rnlaicltl adesce 
the name of mah penron who wae tcvbe introdneerl 
onthat day, d d  whoeepeaat, kalwchsl.6. 
ta of a mppliant, be e&r&d hie 4- 'a  cra 
aeptplce. Myoffieringcmdeddf -pieced 
~ g d d b d e .  D a o r o r ~ d N h r  
W o o d u ~ ~ h ~ t e U e w .  W~cwnurras~ 
lnentiom J we wem aepuPtefy d e e i i  to &ab r 
few g r a b  of r imiaourbh ,  and,joiningtJmm, 
t0 bOW tO &9 kbg .B hw XXIIVBB~*  

could, wkb &cb we h m d d d y  comcomplii 
Whenth eemmoq wmii&hed, tbe king- 
a few bdaBct w4Jrd6, c cmvey, an I wan iq- 
Gmned, anoodafpr ~ ~ g ~ m s  pawmpl, 
6entwithtbe iuaigaia o f a ~ d e p e a f m k  
bdity. The imperial ramdata wm hst.ntly pm- 
chimed aloud by b e d 8  in rbe cett~% iIis ma- 
jesty reenained only a few minnaes hger, and & 
F+J &at tkne h o b d  s t  ns attentively, but did not 
howurwwid~snyverbol notioe, m e  u t d ,  
except to give the order b e h  rll#nhmd. Whom 
hemaetodepsrt,hemPeiOeetedrhb.aae&ipJ 
i- .em hkahmca. Afoerhe Bul* 
drawn, the folding doom were closed, d them 
W e  ap. 

I t ldeaced i ,  anetooknoQt~8ufClraPi'~Ist 
annon, ap-tly aiae p- did w m  
pleced in the wwt, an either side of the eaks, * 
d e f d  etre entrance of the p h .  @he& p- 
teeted them &om &e weather, a d  they wem 
gildeddiover. Aroydcmriagealertwmiehb 
kg, of 6nuions WOC-p, aml emurtleeted irirh 



% ~ s * : ~ e r e ~ + a s a p n i r O f h 0 1 ~ ~ 8 ~  
to it, wbaee tmppiage ghtaed in the spa 

We retaraed ee u d  to bhe Rhoem, &em I 
Mcicrbtoacf tbao the letter fnnn t4m king to the 
4 h ~ e r s l  of LHtia wan to bs prerented to 
as, tq~"he' witb other dooamcnta htoornc 
@ended*ohe o w  of dm tunhay. Soon after 
t8e ice* cd I h o w q d  h i l y  had ssoended their 
ekphwe, &@ empeetwl kuer - brought from 
the Lotoo OII *tray, borne by a Naldm~.~, u n c l d  
h a t w e  d wodjapenned and o o d  with 8 
ecarlet cloth. The ae$e of effering it, wcre net, 
I conoeived, quite so mrcmcmioas ae the oeee~ion 
6 e n n e d ~ ~ ; a p B ~ o f f i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
with the delivery i n d i d  a &- to my that 
it- me a letter from tbu khg to the Govemolcge~ 
a d  o f t  Indie. Tbia akumatmoe p m d d  mute 
dilklahy, m, l v i h u t  being distinotly iafomoed to 
s h m  the 1-r 7 * ~ e  d W ,  I declined mepting 
itt. A t  lengththa interpreter, finding I would not 
receive it on otber terms, delivered it ha a mitable 
wmnner, with s decleretion tbat it wtm a reply h 
his Birman majesty to the letten of the Br'ltih 
Gbnmor -gend  of Indie, aad tbat a copy of a 
rfqd mandat4 WFIS annexed to it, granting to she 
$aglish nation certain vnlmbble immunitkn aud 
privileges of taade. 

Whilst we were in the o u ~ r  a#, or that in 
ahich the Latoo is sitnsted, we had an opportu- 
nity of viewing the immense piece of ordnance 
found in the fortreee of A m  when captured by 
the Engy Teekien, which was afterwards conveyed 
by water to adorn the capital of the conqueror, 
where it is now preserved as 8 trophy, and is 
Mhly honoured, being gilded, and covered by a 
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roof of a dignified order. I t  ie f o d  of bnwa, 
rudely manufactured ; the length is t h i i y  feet, the 
diameter at the mumle two and a half, and the 
calibre measured tea @ c k .  It is mounted on a 
low track carriage eupported by eix wheels. Near 
it lay a l o w  rammer and sponge st&, and we per- . 
eeived several shot made of hewn &ne fitted te 
the calibre. I t  is remarkable, that most of the 
spoils which hwl been brought from Amacau were 
made of bms. The image of Ga+dma, the lions, 
she demons, md the gun, d l  transported from 
thence, nre composed of that metal. 

Tlm dkuwioa, on the Geremony of delivering 
tbe letter being eufled, we r e t d  home, preced- 
ed by a Miouseree, or inferior e e r m t q ,  on Ilwse- 
beck, bearing in due form the royal letter, am1 
clress6d in hie csp end gown of offica When we 
had reached our reeidencg I imm&ately address- 
ed the chief minister, to request an official trane- 
lation of the letter in tbe Persian language, aLso of 
the paper annexed ta it ; obeerring, that aa public 
interpreters of that tongue were appointed by the 
court, and it being well understood by several per- 
sons resident at Ummerapoora, a medium of in- 
tercoul%e eould never be wanting, which would be 
equally intelligible and convenient to their govern- 
ment and to mine. Withii two days I received 
a notification, that his majesty had given o r d m  t6 
.upply mo with tlw t,lacion 1 rregaired. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
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DEPART-CHINESE DEPUTIFS-TAKE LEAVE 
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BOOKS-SOLD CLANDESTINELY TO STRANGERS 
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THE intervention of holidays, together with the 
unavoidable delays of office, protracted the de- 
livery of the Persian tranelatione Until the 14th of 
October; on which day the papers, properly an- 
thentiaated, were b m q h t  h m  the Lotoo, and d w  
livered to me, by an ofher of government. In  
translating these documents, I mefnlly collated 
the Pereim venrion with the Birman original4 which 
I. wa.9 enabled to do by the sasiatance of persons 
on the spot who understood both bgnages, and 
f e u d  the Peraian to be ss iid a translatien aa 
the dWemt  idioms would admit. 

The htter of his Biiman mjeeby ta the Qo- 
v e r n o r - g a d  ib a &om epe&en of the ex- 
haosgaat phrasealogy of && mmpoeition. A 
great ppt of it is &e dimion of the minister, 
wM& may h6 anrdidemd ss the p-ble of h e  
letter. In thie podon are enumerated tke royal 
titles, the h m u m  eaaPemd1 on the Wisish re- 
presentative, and the - that, *re deliver- 
ed. It next detaiib the heads of dcnCein propaei- 
tmm, whit41 I Bad matla with a vibw to sdrarce 
the cornmereid iaseresm of bath n a d ~ r  His 
a ~ j e a t y t A e n s p e a k s - i d b b a s l r ~ p e m s n , ~ i n  
the pompons + of rin otdbl, &M i m a m  
of conmdembh htqmtmca to Wt$k laerehts 
and m a h e m  
The papet whieh mwmied the l-' is an 

order delivered by the principal Woongee, to 
carry into effect the imperial mandste, and is 
addressed to the Maywooa oF Pegne in par- 
ticular, ss holding the jmidiction of Rangoon, 
and to the governors of --port towns in gener- 
al. It, however, became necessary, in order to 
give full operation to his Majeety's god inten- 



h n ~ ,  to obtain several mbidiary papem, whicb, 
by e x w i n g  in clear detail the regular duea 
a f  ,government, and speoifying tbe authorized 
pttrqubii of office, might prevent in f u t w  
any arbitrPry d o n g  and pat an end to im- 
pBBitiaua whioh had long been pnohed on Bri- 
tieh merchants t r d i  to Birman po~tg from whom 
h a d  oomphints had s t  different times .madd the 
mqmme pvelrmnent. These papem I f o d  no 
diilhlty in obtaining. It WEE detemnined by 
them, that all goode of Europe and British India 
manufacture, imported in British shipe, ehould be 
~ P W  a duty of ten per oent. to the Ling ; the 
pica of admmge and pilotage, for e h i  of ereq 
auto, wm detenniaed; the fees a6 the provinci$ 
and port&cerg chargee for wawhonee room, for 
intscpmtem end chmanae, the amtoms to bt! levied 
ot aooh Lollse of c01lection on goods conveying 
up t8e river, wee d y  dejhed; and teak 
th.bep-te ua bygar the most valuable commdty 
WW $he doyntry pSeamm-wua ordered to pay 
a *of h e  pescent. d &em, st whatever 

it mi@ be s h i e d ,  a d  all further ersctions 
cm h t  ertiak wen, prohibited. The several de- 
nds of the port and provind officera on ths 
Bsrterr of ehipe, wbiah had heretofore been paid 
ia r o d ,  or pure silver, were directea to be taken 
in &e lxumnoy of the plsce, w h i ,  at Rangoon, 
m ~ ~ ) w d m o ,  er silver depreciated twenty-five pu 
met. 
T$ese replatima, q r d  in eeptmtta htm- 

numa& with c h m  and precision, were equally 
liberal and eatlefactory ; and, on the part of the 
Bkmn Werwnent, were voluntarily granted, 
horn o co~riaien .el tke equity on which they 
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were fmncled, and the r e e i p r d  advantages they 
wure likely to produce. From two ppae i t ions  
which I offered, the court thought proper ta with- 
11ol1l its acquiescence ; but it certainly wan the in- 
tention of die lung and hio chief ministers, &at the 
articles which were thas conceded should be car- 
r i d  into complete effect. Intercourse, bowewer, ,. 
was not yet perfectly estnb1'iahed; many obetadss 
etill impeded the way. The road wae only open- 
ed, and succeee depended on the h t i o n  of those 
wbo should first pnrsw the track that was now 
yail~ted out. 

Having thus obtained the object8 for which I had ' been deputed, to an extent that equalled my ut- 
~liost expectation, I prepared to depart. The wa- 
ters uf the great river had been subeiding for some 
tilne, by which the lake became so much reduced, 
tlrat Itoats of burden were obliged te leave it, and 
ulour in the &earn, the bar of EIUA~ at the ehtranoe 
of the lake b e i i  almost clry in tbe fair m. 
T l ~ e  vast sheet of water, which, by taking a cir- 
cuitous direction, bud, on our 6ret arrival, i n d d  
us to conclude tbat we were on an ieland, was now 
diminished to an incomiderable d a c e ,  and left a 
large portion of land, which luul recently h e n  ce 
vered, in a state adapted for the cultivation of rice. 
we observed the peasanta ii~lustriously employed 
in turning up the oozy soil, preparatory to tb re- 
ception of seed ; and it was now manifest tbat the 
place of our residence, which, from the encroach- 
ment of the periodical waters, we bad considered 
aa low, was in fact an elevated and cornmancling 
situation. 

Early in October, the Cl~kese deputies, having 
f~lfilled theii diplomatic h i o n ,  left the grove, to 
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retmn to M r  mtive mty. They 6mbmked 
mhdcern&-beetg inwhih1uedenssaod 
they were to me1 h r  three weeke, rad tdbrwwb 
ptueectrte their mute by I d ,  until t h y  got ia60 
the heat eC h e  %ens dominiom, where w 
m i a g e  icr fiditiit.4 by nnmworas d e .  They 
6spected to firad the c& intense More dxk ff- 
rLrd at Peltie, a *my w h b  dbey e m t i  mrdd 
quire  three me&s to perhm. I pcesesbdd the 
-, at his lest visit ts rne., with a wmpper of 
Engtil brae &, which be re& wmld b 
more comb-e in kis journey among the cekl 
h i t i s o f ~ i n h m e d b b o f D t r c a a b e r , b  
hieomgsneeabsofeitk@ted~€h~. He 
apologized for not hating any thing better to 
meki ledarathaaaome pCecceefaiik andafiw 
fa90 ; bat hie ram, a p m i e i n g  youth ofeeventeen, 
who sttanded hie father in @ky of w e ,  Pwl 
* ~ b e e n o n m o p e f s r o i l i a r ~ w i t h U ! J ~  
the & p + t y  end public dranroter of th 
&are wsuld a l h *  them, c a m  to take h v e  
of me jaet M r e  k s  arnbark.atioe, .sd, obamhg 
tbst he should ppolneqr never see me agoin, en- 
treated my mpmca of his pillow md hia parse, 
mnmmorMsdcheeonofKeele~e.* W ? m m f  
hesitgtsd in r e o e i v i o g w # m m o o n ~ ~  tb 
k, imt uaeless ta me, he seemed m mucb h a  
thst I muld wt wouad the hhga of rhe ingenu- 
one you&, by mjectihg b rrrtlsee tdm oE good 
will. I hi given Birn at Mere timen a few 
trifling gratificstione, and he could not reconcile 

This I conceive to be ratber a title than his red 
name 

P 2 



Iriinselt: to depart without making some returu. 
His-pillow was a light lacquered box, a h a t  eigb- 
teen inches long, circular at top, a d  covered with 
a m e  of silk, so thickly quilted with cotton ae to 
render it soft. In a box of t l i i  sort, a Chineae, 
when he makes s. journey, usually carries all hi 
valuables. Though unprovided with a lock, it is 
not easy to be opened, and the case is closely 
buttoned. Tliw a travelle~ ,mum all his pro- 
perty by sleeping on it. This box was not empsy, 
I t  contained the puree * before mentioned, a steel 
and flint to light fie,  and-a bracelet and ring of 
agate, which, the donor aaeured me were endued 
with & cabalistic virtues, to protect the p. 
sessor from the perils of the road, 

During the time that mattars of busiaees wme 
urider diussion, and the necessary papers PIT- 
paring, Mr Wood employed his Ieieure hours in 
digesting hie survey of the river, and in making 
astronomical obeeintione, whilst Doctor Bucha- 
nan, ever aaeiduous in the p m u i t  of knowledge, 
prosecuted botanical inquiritw, and collected gene- 
ral information from every awaaible source. A- 
mong other t-, books in the Biman tongue 
were brought to him for sale, on which the owners 
pat what seemed to be a very exorbitant price; 
and, either from real or pretended apprehension, 
these venders of Birman literature always produc- 
ed their wares in a clandestine manner ; sssigning 
as a reason, that if any person were discovered to 

* This purse bore an exact resemblance to the reprc- 
sentation in Sir George Staunton's work, of the purse 
which his Irnperinl Majesty of China presented to the am- 
bassador's page, when the British embassy w? fon~ally 
introduced. 
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have sold books to a foreigner without pelmimio~~, 
Im would be liable to a aevere penalty. T l i i  as- 
sertion we were at . h t  inclined to consider rather 
as a pretext for enhancing the demand, than a~ 
founded on fact. One day, however, we under- 
s d  that a man had actually b a n  implisoned for 
an offence of this nature, and was likely to suffer 
punishment. I immediately eent a mesaage to the 
chief Woongee, apprising him of the circumstance, 
and h i r i n g  to know whether it wee illegal to sell 
h k e  to us; that if their law prohibitel it, I 
d~onld rejea euch as in future mlght be brought, 
aml direct every person under my authority to dn 
the same. The Woongee returned a civil mes- 
sage, and the man was set at liberty. His mn- 
jesty, being made acquainted with the affair, sum- 
moned, on the following day, the principal Rha- 
haans to attend hie council, and submitted to 
them, whether or not it was consistent with Bir- 
man tenete, to grant boob that t r e n d  of their 
hietory and lawe, to foreigners. The conclave, I 
waa told, after solemn deliberation, determined in 
the atlirmative ; and added, that it was not only 
admissible, but laudable, for the dissemination of 
knowledge. His wajeaty was thereupon pleased 
to order a handsome copy of the Razawayn, or 
Hietory of their Kings, and of the Dhermasath, or 
Code of Lawe, to be delivered to me from the 
royal library. Each was contained in one large 
volume, written in a beautiful manner, and hand- 
somely adorned with painting and gilding. 

My Bengal draftsman, whose laboura were prin- 
cipally dictated by Dr  Bucljanan in the delinea- 
tion of plants, met at  Ummerapoors with a b~.othel 
rutiut in a Simeae painter, wl~u wau employed by 



the coolt. This man, h g h  not m skilful ssdR 
person in my sewice, wrs neverchelem of much 
utility. Me fmni~hed me with sererd dm* 
descriptive of the costume of tbe ~ounta-y, whkb, 
thoogh executed with little taste, were hiehed 
with themost pe&& fidelity. Among & a h i i  
he brought me a repneenCssien of the Gboep.m- 
dogee, or ropi bsrge nsed by the king be 
goesinstateenthewater.  ' f b e p a i a t s r m p o ~  
that the length ef the msel rrss a hmndd cu- 
bits (more than one baMfred and iifty fmt). I 
saw it though a glase, but at  too a dis&sm 
to obaem more tban ths elevsted etem, the royal 
piasath in the centre, wBich occupisa the pLae d 
a maat, and the splendeur of the gilding, wi& 
which it wae easirely eo7caed. T%e lting poe- 
eeeaesagreatdetyofborts. S o r n e o f b n s  
bsd an opportanity of viewing, bnt the SBoe- 
p a t m d e g e + b y f a r t b e ~ l m t ~  

me Bmxm mouth of Saad.ingg.ite, w M  
badjaateqired,  isaseasenof ~~~ 
sadrejoieing; a n d r m a b e t h ~ d q s  
solemn homage is paid to the king, to the E q y  
T d a ,  cd to the principal qwea. At tbe ctmrt 
o f t b e l a w ,  all tbewivee snd daughtemof dm 
nobles pay tbh mpecte, rmaceompllaied by h i m  
hnsbande or m y  male attendants ; d in tbi. as- . 
*sembly ae mucb state and ceremony are oboemod 
aa at  the cowt of hie mnjesty. TIM raair w W  
egebladybeaxminrightofherBaebeml,iserpres 
~ e d  by her drtm and ornaments; kmale priority 
bemg not less ecropnloasly maia&ed, tbPn p- 
d e n c y  amongst men. We regretted extmmely, 
that their cuetome did not-allow ue to attend the 
queen's court, in the same manner m that of Ber 
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ill~ntrious motlier. Age u d  widowhood, it seems, 
p v e  the latter a privilege of receiving vixits from 
the other sex, without violating decoium, or in- 
curring reproach. 

During the fifteen clays of this " decr~aeing 
moon," the city WBI) illuminated every night. Lan- 
term made of different colonred transparent paper 
were m p n d e d  from bamboo d o l d s ,  and dis- 
yoacd in nuions shapes, which p d d  a pleas- 
ing effect when seen from our residence on the 
oppolita side of the lake. The superior brilliancy 
of the light6 at  the palace was distinguishable a- 
bove the rest. The Birmans are singularly ex- 
~ 1 - t  in the display of fireworks of every deacrip- 
awn. 

Qn the 13th of Octaber, I received a verbal 
message from the Engy Teekien, that he slioulcl 
be glad to see me on the following clay, when Ire 
meant to lay aside the paracle of state, and honour 
me with an unceremonious reception. I ern- 
breced' with pleaewe an q~portunity of an int4.r- 
view nninownbered with the formalities of rcynl 
pomp, and, accompanied by a few attendants, 
proceeded on braeback to his palace at the ap- 
peinhecl time. As soon aa my Bnival was nn- 
nounced, I was immediately introduce(1 witl~out 
the previone ceremony of waiting in the rhoom. 
On this occasion he did not, as formerly, exl~il~it 
himself from a casement window like a pagod, but 
wae seated at  the upper end of the hall, upon a 
c o u ~ h  richly adorned with the customary orna- 
ments. H i  dress waa very simple. He wore a 
white vest of fine muslin, with a lower garment of 
silk, and his head was bound wit), an embroicleri-tl 
fillet. Several personages of rank were prese~it, 
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habital &o in B plain ppnnner, bat 
by their gold taalse, or chain of nobility. The 
clepoEtment of the prince at thki i n h w  ane per- 
fectly frank, and free from o e t e n t p h  d man 
dieappointed, however, m hie cm~eruation. i ex- 
pected that be wedd, by ~~ into the stats 
of the British provinoes, and h e  caneem of Peir 
p p e r i t y ,  have nought for idanmarim rh.t might 
bereafter pmw benefwkl to the ~nntzy e-xw 
which be ie  one day pnmmptmdy to oeign. EIir 
diPcoareehwkaquitedi5ktmttum. Hevked 
aaly f r i v o l ~ ~ s  qooatiaw, and e m l e s d  to anwre 
me by dm pmt& ef two spghtly children, hL 
daughters. Paif an hom having been spent in 
this tritling manner, I withdrew, and paid a 
to the Mayroaaof h p m ,  who told me t l d  it 
w a e h i e m ~ n t o a c c o m a p a y a e L a d r ~ R s a -  
goon, where he would order ewry neaemq $0 

be provided for our eonveaimme and .mmrrdP. 
tion. 

The dietence to which anr h mmr digad 
to remove, r endad  the trPnrprtrdien of onr img- 
gage a w o k  of labour. Aftm conmTing it acmm 
shelake, i t w e a t o h  laden o n e  end dpma 
for two mile8 over wbartwasnowaph o€& 
but at the time of our amivol had been a wide W 
of wnter, navigated by veaaela af mnsidembie bur- 
den. 'Rie wmmdcrrtion between & 3$re aml 
the river rnras now cmngletely ebd .  

On & 83d of October we began to d e%i 
our heaviest arbicles. Tbe ca-, w &ye- 
woon, had taken care to provide s Miage a d  
labourem, the erpanee of w W  we were smt d 
f - d € € l d e h y .  ~ ~ h a t I g a v @ ~ t & e p e e ~  lora, 

m i d e m d  ae a private gratitkdm. . 
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Havlng embarked most of our baggage, Mr 
Wood and fi Bachanan, with wproportion of the 
a ~ n d a n t a ,  left me early on the 25th, to go on 
b e d  the h t e .  I remained until evening, wait- 
ingfor some papem which I expected from the city. 
Horasa were in readiness for ua to mount, on the 
oppositb side of the lake. 
Od leaving Tounzemahn, m the boat puabed 

fnrm h e  rhore, I looked back with pltbure at the 
@e, d e r  the shade. of which we had mided, 
and W e  a glad' but not unthankful adieu to an . . hhtstmn when I had erperiencad kind hoepita- 
litp, and q e n t  three month in a manner that coul& 
not iid to impress me with a lsnting recollection. 
d dte scene, To be pplaced in sa eingular and in- 
tareating a sibnation, cannot often occur ; nor can 
the imagas urutBsrl by it be easily obliterated froma 
tbe mind. 

Riding acrnee the orer which I had lately 
&led, I perceived that part of it wrrs already un- 
dertilhtge, but the 1-t portion was left for pas- 
tare. Dtning the inundation, canme mvipted be-) 
tRsen tbe h o w  of the lower wbnrbs of the city, 
and 4 oommunication wae maintained by wster. 
Bst csrts now plied in caety lanee, and the found-. 
ationrr of the bnildinga were at least fifteen feet 
above rbe level of the rirer. Our boats were at a 
d &d Sakyngna, where a number of trad- 
ing vedseh were also moored, some of them of wn- 
eidaub1e burden. The noise of the bnatmen on 
the bank, and the smoke from the firem which they 
made, rendered the situation by no menna agree- 
able. 

Various muses conspired to detain us at  Ssk- 
yngua Creek until t b  29th. Ln the interval, I re- 
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crivc.11 a short letter from the principal Woonee, 
dirc.ctecl to the Governor-general of India, con- 
tailling a desire of the king to procure certain re- 
ligious books written in the Shanscrit language; 
likewise that a Birman, well versed in sstronomy, 
might be sent from Bengal to his court, to instruct 
his own professom, of whme ignorance in that sci- 
ence his majesty was fully sensible. The letter, 
however, laid as much stress on the purity of the' 
preceptor's cast as on the extent of his knowledge ; 
and comprehended a curious addition to the re- 
quest, that a Ifrsmin woman should accompany 
the sage, with a view, I imagine, of propagating 
a race of heretlitary astmnoinera. I infortned the 
Woongce, in reply, tlmt Bramms of leaping have 
a6 invincible dislike to leave their native country, 
even for a limited period ; but to emigrate with 
their families, I conceived, was an act to which 
no temptation would intluce them. I added, &hat 
the pri~~ciples of the English government did not 
allow of force being used, to compel a subject into 
exile, who hstl not by any crime forfeited the pro- 
tection of the law. This, I dare my, wm not 
very intelligible doctrine to the despotic myparch 
of Ava, and at all events m u t  have been perfectly 
novel. 

Whilst we remained at thin place, one of our peo- 
ple received ill treatment from the natives, which 
was remarkable, as being the first instance that 
bad occurred. Dr  Buchanan, desirous of enrich- 
mg his collection of plants with every rare produc- 
tion of the country, nmd to employ a peasant boy 
of Bengal to gather herbs for him, whom he every 
day sent for that purpose into the fields. The fol- ' 
lowers of the Prince of Tongbo happenect to re- 
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side in this quarter, a claw of m a  notorieus a- 
mong Birmsns for their i ~ o l e n c e  and dishonesty. 
The lad unluckily chanced one day to meet a party 
of these ruffians, who took from him his knife, 
basket, and turban, and, threatening to put him 
to death, so frightened him that he botanized no 
more till we were out of their reach. I had be- 
fore heard much of the ferocity of these people, 
who were very numerous. Report made their 
bumbera ten thousand. They were always qum- 
relling with the followera of the other princefi, par- 
ticularly those of the P~ince  of Prome. I t  was 
said that the king had, on one m i o n ,  whilst me 
kere at Ummerapoora, sharply reprimanrled his 
son, the Tongho Teekien, and conlined his Woon, 
or minister, for not keeping hi people in better 
subjection. I took no notice of their conduct. I t  
was not expedient, at my departure, to make a 
public complaint of such a petty outmge. 

The river, which three months before had dis- 
played an uninterrupted expanse of several miles, 
was now broken into separate streams, m o u n d -  
ing numeroue islands, which had just emerged from 
the inundation. The principal branch of the ~Ivcr, 
even in its diminished state, was a mile wide. Dr  
Bucllahan and I crossed in a small boat to an islanc1 
where some fishermen and gardeners had begun to 
erect huts, in which they residk until returning 
floods in the ensuing year force them to abandon 
their habitations. They seemed to have the means 
of comfortable livelihood. Their gardens were al- 
ready sown with the sweet potato, convolvulus 
batatas, pulse, and brenjals, solanum melongena : 
the latter are u d l y  transplanted. The soil was 

VOL. 11. Q 6 
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extremely dry, notwit.hatanding it had so' reteiitly 
been covered witb water, and the pastmxge was 
luxuriant. The inhabitants possessed cattle 4 
poultry in abundance, and doubtless were supplied 
with excellent fish. 

Early on the 29th, the Maywoon of Pegue vi- 
sited me, in a very handsome war-boat gilded te 
the water's edge, accompanied by several otli- 
that were plain. He invited me on board, and we 
took our seats on the prow, which, in Birman 
boats, is always the place of dignity. When we 
left the shore, the whole fleet pushed off and fol- 
lowed us. The morning ,was fine, and the water 
smooth, whilst the spires of Ummerapoora in our 
stern, the white temples and lofty hills of Cha- 
gaing opposite, and the fort of ancient Ava below, 
formed a very cheerful prospect. yVe rowed to 
Chagaing, where, soon after our arrival, the May- 
woon took leave of me, to return to the capital, 
having business to detain him a few clays longer. 
He, however, promised to overtake us on the way 
down, his boats being better adapted t& ours for 
expedition. 

After dinner, Doctor Buchanan and I walked 
out to view the fort of Chagaing, which, in the 
days of Namdoo Praw, had been the seat of em- 
pire. We entered under a gateway, the arch of 
which was wide and well turned. This fort had 
nothing to distinguish it from others that have 
been already described. I t  was not nearly so 
large as that of Ummerapoora, or even equalrin 
extent to the lines of anciept A v a  The defencee 
were suffered to fair into ruins, snd the houses 
were meanly built amon weeds and rubbish. W e  

.*wrved a xvell suppliaB herb market, which was 
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sttended wholly by women. Passiug through the 
fert, we crossed a narrow 'Tosse on a hanhome 
'wooden bridge, the length of which indicated, that 
;doring the monsoon the inundatian extended to a 
considerable distance ; and a little farther, we 
*me to the great road leading to Meengonng. 
O n  out right, lay the low conical hills, whose 
summits, crowned with white temples, form such 
conspicusu~ objects from the river. Advancing 
about a mile, we arrived at a village called Oderua, 
or Pot Village, from its being a manufactory of 
earthen ware. The lateness of the evening pre- 
vented our fnrther progress. W e  returned by a 
road that led to the left of the fort, pas- in our 
way a neat village situated near the banks of the 
river. 

By means of our horses, we now enjoyed a con- 
venienee which, in coming up, we did not possess. 
A platform had been constructed in a broad boat, 
capable of containing five homee. We brought 
t l m  from the capital, and added two others on 
the way down. Little trouble was oecssioned by 
emI#uking o r  landing them ; the Birman grooms 
were expert, and the beasts tractable. Early next 
morning we mounted, and p m e d  the ronte of 
the preeerling evening. Numerous temples lined 
the road on either side, bnt one only of the num- 
ber attracted p d c u l a r  notice. I t  wae surround- 
ed by a high brick wall, from which elephants 
heads, formed of masonry, -were protruded in such 
e manner as to give the wall an appearance of be- 
ing supported on the backs of those animals- The 
temple was a pyramid of brick, about o_ne hun- 
dred feet high, ornamented with a gilded umbrella 
Passing through Pot Viage, we came to a town 
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called Kyeuck Zeit, r e w k a b l e  for being the great 
manufactory of marble idols, the inhabitants of 
which were statuaries by trade. I saw thirty or 
forty large yards crowded with artists at work oir 
imsgee of various sizes, but all of the eame per- 
sonage, Gmdma, sitting cross-legged on a pedea- 
tal. The quarries, whence t l ~ e  materials are pros 
cured, are only a few miles dietant. The marble 
is brought hither in ehapelese blocks; and after 
being faehioned, the images are publicly sold ,@ 
those who have grace enough to purchase t h e w  
The l q a t  that I obeerved, a little exceeded the 
human size, the price of wbich, they eaid, wse o ~ e  
hundred tack&, twelve or t l i i e n  p m d q  b~ 
some diminutive Gaudmas were to be clispese? of, 
as low ae two or three tackale. The Leedegee or 
steersman of my boat, bought one to protect tls on 
the way down. The workmen were extremely 
civil and commnnicative. They would not pa# 
with their sacred commodity, I wse told, to any 
except Biimans ; but they answered o u r . q ~ i o r k  
with g o d  h u r ;  and our curiosity qeither ett 
cited surprise, nor gave umbrage. Their tooh 
siniple. They shape the image with a chisel aud 
mallet, and afterwards r~ la~oth  it by freeatone and 
water. Many of the idols were beautifully po- 
lished, wliich, I undentmd, was effected by rub- 
bing the marble with t h  different s~rtr ,  of stone, 
the first rough, the second finer, and the third such 
aa liones are made of: the workmen a f te rmda  uw 
the palms of their bands. This o m o n  g i v e  iX 
a tlmsparent clearness, far mirpsing the bright& 
polish of which European marble is aaeceptible. 
Such images es were designed for gilding did not 
receive so lligli o finishing, 



Half a league tnrther we m e  to t h e r e  the 
temple of Kommodoo reare its massive and antique 
pile. This venerable and curious e d i c e  stands on 
an eminence, which renders it a conspicuous ob- 
ject at the distance of many miles. It is compos- 
ed of solid masonry without cavity of any sort, 
and in shape, resembles a bell. There is a high 
railing of wood encircling it, twelve feet distant 
from the base. The circumference on the out- 
aide ef the railing, by my measurement, was four 
hundred paces, perhaps three hundred and  fifty 
yards, and the height did not appear leas than three 
hundred feet. I t  ended in a clumsy cone, una- 
riorned by a spire or the customary umbrella, and 
exhibited a striking contrast to the elegant and 
still larger temple of Shoemdoo. Indeed, the 
style of ita structure indicated, that it was built 
either by a people possessing totally different no- 
tiom of architecture, or a t  a far more remote pe- 
riod. I t  was much tbe most inelegant and heavy 
building that we had seen in the country. The 
roof had once been richly gilded, and the remains 
d wooden galleries, from which the paint and 
gilding were not quite obliterated, lay scattered 
pound. These ornaments had probably been of- 
b n  renewed since the first erection of the temple. 
Kommodoo was once celebrated for its sanctity, 
and is still held in great reverence. Many devo- 
teee were sauntering round the hill, whilst others 
were prostrate at their devotions. The Birmana 
boaat of the antiquity of this building. They as- 
cribe its rise to supernatural agency, and fix its 
date further back than the Mosaic e m  These, 

-however, were the tales of ignorance, to conceal 
Q 2 



the want Gf ho%vledge ; hat ti% t?&t?& of long du- 
ration were certainly evident, land fnnn its size lga 
form Kommodoo R a w  seems likely to m i s t  tke 
effects of time for &y sgea 
From the site of Komrnorloo, we had an 

tended view of the river wind'ig &ro b a lich 
and level cantry. A co-ble b " t P t o  h* 
southward. The plains were na*. dtirbiciag, 
whilst bumeroue villsgee and herde of mttle d e b  
noted popnktion and plenty. At a short dhmk% 
from the foot of the hill was a long avenu8 f c m d  
by a double ro* of tamarind bFeea of nnmmnt~S 
statelinem and beauty, under the shade of w h i i  a 
line of shops wae erected on either side, where, 
beeides provieiona and cloth, utensils in brasa-wpre~ 
and fireworks, were sold. On a gmd, a little way 
mtired from the road, we obeervd a number of 
people employed in making rockets, the tubes cd 
which we& the solid tmnks of treee bored afW 
tlie manner of a pump. In  some, the cavity of 
the cylinder was nine or ten inches in dbe te r ,  
and the wood b o u t  two inches thick The length 
of theee tubes vhried from twelve to twenty feetc 
They were filled with a composition of c h d ,  
miltpetre, and gunpowder, rammed in v e 7  hard. 
The enormoue size of Birman rocketa baa alreadlf 
been noticed, in the amount given of the ~ 0 ~ I r a  
of Pegue; but several that we saw here, far ar- 
eeeded those m magnitude. The large ones ata 
fiFed f+om a high s d o l d  erected for the woe. 
Bamboos fastened togethe, of a length adapted to 
preserve tile poise; form the tail of the rocket. In 
tl~is branch of pyrotechny the Birmans take par- 
kieular delight, and are extremely skilful. 

The day was now far advancetl, and the sun be 



- powerfhl. Having satieihl ouro curioeity, 
we galhoped back to om boats, a dhnm of about 
seven milee, 1 todk notice, in my my, of f r e  
q&t sheds built at the s i b  of the road, in which 
p t s  of water were placed for the refreehment of 
.q9veHers. 

Cimgaing is the principal emporiwh to which 
eotton is brought fiom all pats  of the county, snd 
whre, after being cleaned, it is embarked for the 
Clriaa market, Females perfonn the labour of 
a k d n g  it fiPm the W s .  Thiu is effected by 
doable cylindek tamed by a latbe, which the wo- 
man works with her f m ,  whilst she suppliea tbe 
cothn with her hands. I was told thst ths most 
eprdenr e & t  m the empire midm tit C~E-  
ping4 who deals mldy in thh article. In the af- 
ternoonwe loosed om boats, and dropped d a m  t(o 
Ava on the opposite side. 

Early on the following morning, I wnlkd omt 
ba examine the rains of this deaerted capital. The 
diepition of its s~reeta and buildings nearly re- 
sembled that bf Ummerapm at the present day. 
Wk could tram t h  separate divisions of the PI+ 
ke ,  smidat heap of rubbish overgrown by wee& 
and thoma Oa the spet where, but a few years 
h, the Lotao stood, and jrrstice was administer- 
ed to a mighty empire, pub and Ind'ean (.dm were 
now growing. Pansing im the WB(~~WW& among 
nrinoas walls and f&n tanpks, we csme upon s 
good road ; a d  a miserable old woman, " the sad 
hietorim " and living emblem of the plaoe, pointed 
oat the way to Logeltherpoo Praw, formerly the re- 
sidenee of the Seredaw, or high priest of the em- 
gire, where the colossal image of Gaudma waa stii! 
to be viewed. 
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The area on which the temple stands, is  a square 
anmounded by an arcade of masonry; on each side, 
nine cubical towers are erected, and s e v e d  bnild- 
inga are comprehended within the space enclot4 
by the arcade. The-temple in which the stupen- 
dous idol is placed, differs from the other pyrami- 
dical buildings, by having an arched excavation that 
contains the image. On entering this dome, our 
surprise was greatly excited at beholding mch a 
monstrous representation of the divinity. I t  was 
a Gaudma of marble aeated on a pedestal, in its 
cnstomary position. The height of the idol, fmm 
the top of the head to the pedestal on which it eat, 
was nearly twenty-four feet. The head waa eq&z 
feet in diameter, and across the brwt  it meamred 
ten ; the hands were from five to six feet long ; the 
pedestal, which was also of marble, waa raised 
eight feet from the ground. The neck and left 
side of the image were gilded, but the right arm 
and shoulder remained u n m r e d .  The Birmana 
asserted, that tllis, like every other Gaudma which 
I had seen of the same material, was composed of 
one entire block of marble ; nor could we, on the 
closest inspection, obseme any junction of p a r k  
If what they said was true, it remains a matter of 
much curiosity, to discover how such a p o n d e m  
mass could be transported from its native bed, and 
raked in this place. The building had evidently 
been erected over the idol, ae the entrance would 
scarcely admit the i n t r o d d o n  of the head. No 
intelligent Birman happening to be with ue, all 
that I could learn in answer to my inquiries, wm, 
that the image had been placed there an hundred 
Ye- ago, by a king named Podoo Sembuan. 
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Whatever may be its real history, it L an ex* 
ordinary specimen of idolatrous extravagance. , 

On our return, we perceived a man driving a 
cart drawn by a pair of oxen, which was filledwith 
rubbish from the mined building. I learnt that 
he was carrying the load to a neigbbouring brook 
to wash it, erpectipg to discover gold, eilver, or 
some article of value, which not unfretluently h a p  
pened. Old Ava is said to be the resort of n+ 
merous thieves, who fiad ssheltef and p k s  of con- 
cealment nmong the decayed religious eclificm, 

Our researches being ended, we re-embarked, 
and .&mediately got under way, the boatmen ueing 
their oars with j u t  sufficient force to accelerate in 
cr slight degree our motion dswn a gently gliding 
current. The river, except in those places whew 
idan& divided Its e t t m ,  was above a mile wida 
A little before s u ~ t ,  we brought to fhr the night 
on t l ~  left band, wJer a high bank near tbe t o m  
of hdahb 4 ia the evening we took our c u e  
@wary walk, wbich at t b i  place was among lanes, 
w p m t e d  by h&e-&ws,, enclosing fieltla planted 
with puke, sttesm- and Mian corn 

We left $snrlai~t betimes the nart morning, snd 
wntjnwed to flpat down the stream, with little em 
ei%ioa or labo* t o . ~ u  pe~ple, 'fie rirer haviog 
fdea t~& leaet fifteen feet since the time we came 
up, we could not, ns before, o b v e  the towns and 
~iUagee on each de, nor iaJeed could any object 
be seen that was not immediately on the edge of 
the banks, wbich hung perpendicularly over the 
rivet; in maay placerr to a consihrable b e i h t s  
hut we knew when a town or 8 collection of homer 
wm nigh, by the eteps tl~nt were cut in the bank 
for the convenience of fetching water. Aboub 
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%ur o'clock w6 passed the place where the ~ e e n -  
Juem unites wit11 the Irrawaddy. The month of 
the former did not seem to be much diminished by 
the change of ERNEO~. W e  brought to in the 
evening, on the east side, in the neighbourhood of 
a poor village, a short way below T i u p  Mew, 
where the country presented a cheerful aepect. 
Grass ~vas  growing, and cattle feeding in every 
direction. 

On the following day, November 2d, we con- 
tinued to travel in the same tranquil manner, the 
m e n t  of the river flowing two or three miles an 
bow with an t u u d e d  s&, The weather was 
serene, and the temperatnre of the air moderate: 
Abundance of water-fowl, collected on the aancbo 
which had recently emerged from the inunda- 
tion, sfforded ue good shooting. As we ap 
proached the city of N i o d o h ,  I made inquiry 
conoerning the excavations in the benks, which , 
formerly had been the mtreata of hermits, and wm 
told that no pereon would now ventnre 60 explore 
them, .ae they had become tbe habitatiorm of in- 
numerable enakea and other d m  reptilee. We 
brought to in the evening mong afleet of at least 
two hundred large trading boa&, which werd 
moored at the bank, waiting to deliver or d v e  
a lading. Nioundoh is a p h  of much commerce, 
having nwrped all the trade that formerly wxae 
carried on at  Pagahm. Cotton, japanned pp?ue, 
and oil extracted from eeamum, are the p d p a l  
articles of exportation. The land adjacent to the 
tow; did not wear a more fertile aapect than whed 
we p e d  it four manthe before ;-no change of 
season could effect an dteration in ita barren eoil ; 

on the oppoeith bank of the rim, rich craps 
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*ere waving, and cattle prizing irl luxuriatit pas- 
.ture. 

Early on the following day we left Nionndob, 
s n d  reached P@m by breakfast time. Although 
$be distance by land is so short that Nioundoh may 
be called the modern appendage to ancient Pa- 
&m, yet we were above two hours between 
them, owing to the circuitous cunme of the river, 
which lengthens the way to eight or nine miles. 

Mention of Pagahm has often occurred in thie 
m t i v e ,  a city celebrated for its numerous tem- 
ples, and the tracm which it  beam of former mag- 
aificence. To examine its extensive and various 
ruins with the accuracy of a speculative traveller, 
mould have occupied more time than we had to 
apare. Shortly after the fleet had brought to, I 
W& visited by the Mioudogee, or the person who 
gsvemed the town and district in the absence of 
&e prince. H e  informed me, thet his royal mss- 
a wm expected on the following day from Urn. 
,rnwqoora In  the afternoon we walked out to 
.view a very curious and ancient temple, which was 
repairing at the expense of the Engy Teekien, or 
prince royal. It was built of masonry, and com- 
prehended several arches forming separate domes, 
bte which four arched porches led, that faced the 
four cardinal points. On each side of the doom, in 
reoessea in the wall, were seated gigantic human 

m d e  of stucco, with large staring eyes, and 
tbe head protruded forward, as if to look at t h m  
who approached the threshold. These, I was told, 
were the supernatural porters of the doora, whose 
power of perception was such, that they coultl 
penetrate the recesses of the human breast, and 
discover the sincerity of devotion. l'he Mioudo- 



gee o k r v e d ,  t$at it was tbe priaae'e ititentian to 
gild this temple ; and that four viaa of gold, r b a  
$he value oT sir handred pound% were already 
prepared for that pnrpme. B e  added, that a eore 
siclemble sum of eiber had been expended on tbe 
ropairu. 

We were on this d o n  informed of a & 
cumetanee that shorn how easily an tat, o w  
well known, mag be lost to a country from d k s e  
and the capriciousness of fashion. Notwittatand- 
ing that well.fomed arches of brick are still UI 
be seen in many of the kcient  templee, pet BI* 
man workmen ean no longer t m  them. M~soIup 
baa not in latter ages been mnch ptaetised : w d  
en builclinge have superseded the more solid etme- 
tures of brick m d  mortar. 

On o m  return, the Mioudogee politely invited 
t ~ s  to q anil rest onraeltres' at his howe. We 
wcepted the invitation, and were,ushe& intb b 
commodime dwelling enclosed by s railing, w h m  
we fannd aeveral pereons seated in a spacious ban. 
Goon after our entrance, the Miondogee$ wife came 
fort11 from an inner apartment, and sat down by her 
Imsbantl. She mas attended by two female ser- 
vanta, and held by the hand her daughter, a pretty 
delicate child about eight y m  of age, who mas 
not at all alarmed at the sight of strangers, but 
eame a d  examined my hat and epaulette with 
mnch engaging familiarity. Her  hther baa ex- 
tremely civil. Not knowing that we had horses, he 
kindly offered us the use of his, if we chose to re- 
main another day, ant1 amuse ourselve$ by riding 
through the ancient city, which was too ektensive 
to be traversed in so short a time on foot. Doctor 
%an having expressed a wish to examine the 
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L a d  a r r ~ e  epkcies of plant, he pmmieed to 
send one of hi people on the foflodng day, some 
distance off, to procure it for him, which he punc- 
tually performed. Such instances of genuine hos- 
pitality are amongst the highest gratifications that 
a tmweUer e m  experience. 

Next morning we wounted our homes at an early 
how, pursuing an eastward dimction, on a road 
that led to hills called Torroendong, about ten miles 
distant, beyond whkb, and more southerly, we 
perceived Ponpa, a conical mountain mentioned in 
our former journey. On each aide of the road, 
innumerable religious b u i l d i i  appeared, in every 
stage of aapidation. -4t the clistsnce of two or 
three miles from the river, thn soil. became leg, 
bsrren. A few inconsiderable &ens were en- 
c l o d  by the inhabitants, sown chiiffy with Indian 
cbma and p u b ,  and in some phw.ea the cotton plant 
A k  @g. We eontinlied onr ride five or six 
milea, as far aa a small village named IMinangdoo, 
&e the &m seem to end in that direction. 
There I raw for the ht time a kionno, ov m o m  

b d t  ef masonry. W e  got back about twelve 
&, aad found crowds of peoph assembled at  3 

the water-side, waiting for the arrival of the Prince 
of P&, who prps hourly expected. All the 
men of d i i n d b n  belonging t o  the city had' gone 
up the river ta meet him. In  order to make more 
mom n s r ~  the qot  where he rws to land, we loos- 
ed our boats, and m o v e d  to a situation lower 
do&. Slmrtly after the fleet came in sight. W e  
were a$  to^ preai a 'distance to distinguish the 
prince's I)q~gg the decorations of which were mid 
to be very iqdeonre; but we eaw an immenm 
GL. I?.. R 



number pf boats; and heard the shouts of the peo- 
ple, who welcomed their royal governor with every 
demonstration of joy. 

Being unacquainted G t h  the etiquette proper to 
be observed on such an occasion, I consulted the 
Miondogee, whether a visit from me wm expected, 
or would be agrekable to the prince. H e  replied, 
that my paying a visit would lay the prince under- 
the necessity of desiring our stay for two or tluee% 
days, to partake of an entertainment. As such a 
ceremony codd not be convenient to him, and had 
no inducement for me, I sent Baba-Sheen to apo- 
logize in my name, pleading haste and the latenese 
of the season as my excuse for not having the ho- 
nour to wait on him. 

At  rtunriae next morning, the Prince of Prome 
passed by, with a very numerow and noisy reti- 
nue. From the number of boats, there could not 
be fewer than three or four thoueand persorul All 
the boatmen were singing in unison with the strokea 
of their oars. The Maywoon of Pegue, who 
in his snit., sent me a complimentary message, 
saying that he meant to attend the pdtlca aa far as 
Meeaday, his own jaghie, or estate, where he 
should wait our srrival. 

We were delayed at Pagahm, by our boat peo- 
ple, till near ten o'clock, when we pushed off. 
The river, (luring the early part of this day, where 
klands of sand did not intervene, was not 1- than 
two miles ,wide. At  one place, however, the chan-. 
nel contracted, and the current rushed round a 
projecting rock, with excessive rapidity. We saw 
~everal ranges of hilla, some of which approached 
new the river, but these/ qere of no considerable 
magnibude. The Amcan mountains, @by or s u t y  
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milee distant, which were visible at intervals, tow- 
ered high above the rest. In  the evening we 
d e d  Silamew, an ancient city which had once 
been a place of considerable note. A little way 
to the northward, we perceived the ruins of a brick 
fort, erected in a very judicious situation ; the ditch 
and wall were still to be trsced. We had been so 
much engaged, when we were here before, with 
the silk and cotton merchanta who brought their 
goods to sell, that we entirely overlooked the site 
of this fortress ; an oversight that might w i l y  hap- 
pen, aa ita ramp& and towere are nearly level 
with the dusk 



CHAPTER IX 

ARRIVE AT BEMBEWGHEWN-POLITENEM Om 
THE MAYWOON OF ARRACAN-YANANGH* 
OUM-WELLS OF PETROLEUM-PATANAOO- 
MEEADAY-FRIENDLY ATTENTION OF THE 
MAYWOON OF PEGUE--KAYN, OR MOUNTAIN- 
EERS-STRANGE CUSTOM-NOTIONS OP RELI- 
GION-PUL00-PROME-VISIT THE SITE OP 
AN ANCIENT CITY-PEEINGHEE-MAYAHOUN 
-PREJUDICE OF BIRMAN BOATMEN-DISA- 
GHEEABLE CIRCUMSTANCE-WESTERN RIVER 
-DENOOBEW-ENTER THE RANGOON BRANCH 
OF THE IRRAWADDY-MOSQUITOES-MEET 
CAPTAIN THOMAS-ARRIVE AT RANGOONI 

WE departed from Silahmew at  the customary 
hour, and by nine o'clock in the morning reached 
Sembewghewn on the east bank of the river. The 
town is a league inland ; but there is a village at 
the place where boats usually stop. W e  perceiv- 
ed a temporary home at some distance, such as is' 
built for the accommodation of a man of rank 
when he travela, surrounded by small huts ; and 
were informed that it was the encampment of the 
governor of Armcan. This officer had been newly 
appointed, and was on hi way to tsbe poesession 
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of his vice-royalty, which confere the thle of May- 
woon on the possessdr, and is accounted one of the 
most itnportant governments of the empire. I 
&nt a message to him with compliments, and a 
requeet that he would forward a despatch for me t o  
Chittagong, the frontier British province that bor- 
ders on Anacan. H e  obligingly undertook the ' 

commission, and punctually fulfilled his promise. 
1 had afierwards the satisfaction to know, that the 
first advice which the Governor-general received 
of my piweedings at  Ummempoora, was by this 
conveyance. 

W e  contmued at Sembewghewn only a ahort 
time. I did not I d ;  but the Doctor went on 
shore. H e  saw nothing, however, that merited 
particular notice. Mr Wood remained till the af- 
ternoon, to observe the distance between the sun 
and moon ; the latter being at this time visible, 
and the sky unclouded. W e  rowed till two o'clock, 
a t  which hour we reached Yaynangheoum, or Pe- 
troleum Creek-a place already noticed in our 
journey up the river. 

Doctor Buchanan partook of an early d i n e r  
with me ; and when the sun had descended so low 
es to be no longer inconvenient, we mounted our 
horses to visit the celebrated wells that produce 
the oil, an apicle of universal use throughout the 
Birman empire. The face of the country WEB 

, cheerless and sterile; the road, which wound among 
rocky eminences, was barely wide enough to ad- 
mit the passage of a single cart ; and in many 
p k ,  the track in which the wheels must rn 
was a foot and a half lower on one side than the 
other. There were several of these lanes, some 

n 2 



more &u)m than otbem, mldlBg to the sitn- 
ation of the small hiile among which t&y led. 
Vehicleti, going md  returning, were thus enabled 
to punme different routes, except at  particular 
p!acee, where the nature of the ground would only 
admit of one road. When a cart came to the en- 
trance of such a defile, the driver hallooed out to 
stop any that might interfere with him from the 
opposite side, no pmt Siag e a e n t l y  wide for 
two carte to paee. The hilla, or  adh her hillocks, 
were covered wi-th gravel, and yielded m other ve- 
getation than a few stunted bnshee. TBe wbeele 
had worn ruts deep inte tbe r~ck, which seemed 
to be rather a mass of eonmeted grovel, than hard 
stone, and many p iem of petri6ed wood lay 
strewed about. I t  ie remarkable, that wherever 
these pet.;factions were found, the soil WIIE n n p m  
dwtive, and the ground destitute of verdure. TBe 
evening being far advanced, we met but Eew carte. 
Those which we did observe were drawn each by 
8 pair of oxen, and of a length disproportionate to 
the breadth, to allow space for tee d e n  pote 
that contained the oil. It wm a matter of sur- 
prise to us, how they could coavey such brittle 
ware, with any degree of safety, over so rugged 8 

road. Emla pot waa packed in a separate basket, 
and laid on straw ; notwi&stancling which precau- 
tion, the ground all the way was strewed with tbe 
frrgments of the ve&, and wet with ON ; for no 
care can prevent the fracture of some in every jonrc 
ney. As we approached the pits, which were more disc 

. taut than we had imagined, the country baune lest~ 
uneven, and the soil produced herbage ; it wssnearly 
tiark when we reached them, and the labotmm 
had retired from work. There seemed to be a great 



many pats wlthln a s m d  compose. Walking to the 
nearest, we f w d  the aperture about four feet 
e q m  and the sidea as far as we could see do- 
were lined with timber ; the oil ia drawn up in ah 
iron pot, fastened to a rope passed over a wood- 
cylinder, which revolves on an apis snpported by 
two upright p t s .  When the pot is filled, two 
mew take the rope by the end, and mn down a decli- 
vity, which is cut in the ground, to a distance equi- 
~alent  to the depth of the well. Thus, when they 
reach the end of their tmck, the .pot is lsised to 
its proper elevation ; the contents, water and oil 
together, are then discharged into a cistern, and 
the water is Bfberwards drawn off through a hole 
at the bottom. Our guide, an active intelligent 
fellow, went to a neighbouring house and procured 
a well rope, by meam of which we were enabled to 
measure the depth, and aecertahed it to be thirty- 
seven fathoms; but of the quantity of oil at the 
b ~ m  we could not judge, The owner of the 
rope, who followed our guide, &inned, that when 
a pit yielded as much ae m e  up to the wakt of 
of a man, it wm deemed tolerably productive. If 
it reached to hie neck, i t  was abundant ; but that 
which rose no higher than the knee was accounted 
indifferent. When a well ie exhausted, they re- 
store the spring by cutting deeper into the rock, 
which is extremely hard in those p l y s  where the 
oil is produced. Government farm out the grollnd 
that supplies thia uaeful commodity ; and it is a- 
goin let to adventurm, who dig wells at their own 
hazprd, by which they sometimes gain, and often 
lase, ae the labour and expense of digging are con- 
siderable. The oil is eold on the spot for a mere 
trifie; J think two or lhree hundred pots fix a 
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tackal, or hae-a-crown. The principal charge b 
incurred by the traneportation and purchase of V ~ N -  

ads. W e  had but half gratified our curimity when 
it  grew dark, and our Gide urged us not- to re- 
main any longer, as the road was said to be infest- 
ed by tigers, that prowled at night among the 
rocky uninhabited ways, through which we bad to 
paas. We followed his advice, and returned, with 
greater risk, as I thought, of breaking our necks 
from the badness of the road, than of being de- 
voured by wild beasts. A t  ten o'clock we reached 
our boats without any misadventure. 

We left Yaynangheoum before sunrise, and, 
committing ourselves to the current, glided almost 
imperceptibly down the stream, the boatmen lying 
in idle ease, some on the roof, and others on the 
lateral platforms of the vessel ; whilst their only 
oc,mpation waa singing, praying, and sleeping by 
tuna The present manner of passing their time, 
was a contrast to what they experienced on the  
former journey, during which their labour had been 
exceseive and without intermission. They all ap- 
peared pleased to return to Rangoon, where the 
ne&w of life are much cheaper than at  the 
capital. We lay this night near the t o m  of Pa- 
tanago, a place already noticed. Walking out i n  
the afternoon, I started several hares. The coun- 
try abounds in game, and is beauti&ly diversified 
with hanging wood8 and rising grounds. 

The fleet parted from Patanago very early. Dr 
Buchanan'a boat going ahead of the rest, he reached - 
Loonghee half an hour before his companions, and, 
profiting by his celerity, went on rhore at  this 1-0- 
mantic spot, where we had passed several days on 
our jburney upwartls. He nralked to some di8- 



Wee, i n t b e b a p e o f f i n d i n g ~ t o n a ~ w h i c b  
about four months before he had left in the earliest 
stage of blosaom ; bat the fruit had since that time 
ripened and decayed, and the tree waa now p u t  
ting forth freeh flowers, $&ween this place and 
Meeaday, there are several ridges of low hills, 
clothed with wood, and destitute of cultivatioq 
which my people said were the,haunts of numerow 
t$pm and elephants. A t  sunset we got to Meea- 
day, and perceived a nsmber of boats fmtened to 
the bank below the town, and among otbere'we 
.distinguiihed that of the Maywoon of Pegue. I 
immediately eent a message to hi home, notifying 
our arrival, and in return received a civil reply, 
expressing a desire to we  me. 

On tbe following morning, about nine o ' c l o c ~  
a nephew of the Maywoon m e  down to welcome 
ns. After convening some time, I walked with 
hiso to visit hie relation, by whom I was received 
with every demonstration of friendship. H e  po- 
litely asked me to remain at Meeaday for a clay w 
two, and visit hi garden and wuntry house. But 
as the season was advanced, I felt solicitou to pr 
void unnecessary delay, .and therefore excused m y  
self. In fact, our stay would have put h i  to an 
tnconvenience, having business, he said, to adjust 
on his estate, which would employ him for seve- 
ral days, but he expected to amye at Rangoon as 
eoon ae onreelvee. O n  my expressing a desire ti, 
see some of the mountaineers called Kayn, he 
obligingly offered to send one of his attendants to 
a village a few miles off, inhabited by these peu- 
ple, with directions to bring some of them for o w  
inspection, dressed in the proper garb of their wqn- 
try. I dead fmm him that, siace our d e  



partore from Ummerapoora, hbt l& than 50,006 
persons had left that city, in the trsin of the e v e -  
ral princes and men of rank, who, after paying 
homage at the golden feet, had returned to their 
~ e c t i v e  governments. When I took leave, he 
ordered a pair of h o r n  to be brought from hie 
stable, and requested my acceptance of hem. 
They were very handsome, and one was of an un- 
common colour, having a number of circular black 
spots on a milk white skin. In return, I preeented 
him with a marquee made of European canvBs, 
lined with English broad cloth, and my n5e-bar- 
relled gun, ivhich I more highly valned. 

I n  the evening I waked over grounds which I 
often trode before. Every thing in this die- 

trict seemed to be flourishing. The peasants and 
farmers acknowledge, in the Maywoon, a mild and 
beneficent landlord. If they were not so opulent, 
aa some, they were not so poor as many others. 
Content, I thought, shone in every countenance, 
and comfort appeared to be an inmate of every 
dwelling. In my walks I saw a good deal of game, 
and shot a henza, or Braminy goose. The na- 
tives, although it is the eymbol of their nation, 
hold the bid in no estimation. I t  is somewhat 
larger than a barnacle; the plumage is beautilid, 
but the flesh indifferent. 

Next morning, on my return from a long ride, 
I found a number of people collected on the banka 
oppaeite to our boats. These, I learned, were the 
Kayn, or mountaineers, with their conductors, for 
whom the Maywoon had sent on the preceding 
day. I desired that the principal man ant1 woman 
should be brought on board. This curious couple 
m m  in WY best atti*, eoneieting d an 
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ill &apU aleeved coat made of c- black cot-' 
ton cloth. That of the man was much short& 
tban the woman's. Both were bordered with strip- 
of white, red, and yellow. The man had a belt 
over his right shoulder, from which was suspended 
a pouch, ornamented with strings and small shells. 
On their heads they .wore fillets nearly in the Bir- 
man manner. To  the woman's were fastened tae- 
eels, composed of the Calyptra of the Bupreetia 
@ta She had also decorated her neck and arme 
*th many strings of be& and cowries ; but the 
most remarkable part wss her face, which was tat- 
tooed all over in lines mostly describing segmenta 
of circles. This ceremony, which in some other 
countries is performed on the parts of women not 
pub&clypposed, among the Kayn is confined whol- 
ly, @ &,visages of their females, to which, in the 
eye of an unaccustomed beholder, it gives a moat 
extraordinary appearance. The aspect of the wo- 
man, though she was not old, nor in other respects 

from the effect of the operation was tmly 
us. I asked the origii of the custom. Thie 
did not know, but said it had exkted from 

time immemorial, and that it  was invariably per- 
formed on every female at a certain age. I im- 
mediately employed my painter to make a drawing 
of these singular figuree, in the attitude in which 
they stood before me-a task which he performed 
in two hours, with great exactness, and drew stxik- 
Fng resemblances. There was some clifficulty in 
taking a likeness of the man, who was alarmed 
and restless, from a supposition that we were im- 
posing magical spells upon him; but the woman 
stood still with her hands crossed, apparently in  
perfect good humour and content. They s p k e  
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the B h a a  llLngnsge tn*mtly ( s* tn * 
to engage tbeir attention, we asked the man eeve- 
rd queatione, where he expected to go when he 
died ? H e  replied, that he should again become 
a child. Who will make you a chid 3 The 
Mounzing. " Who are the MonnaIng 3 The 
father a d  m o t h  of the world, who grow on the 
em& ss two ttees in a field, one ever green, the 
other dry." What he meant by thie metaphor 
wm wuld not tell, unleea it w ~ e  a type of 8uct.m- 
eive and etamd renovation and decay. He added, 
th the Moancing resided on the great mountain 
GRowu, where the images of the dead are depo- 
sited. They had no idea of a place of fnture re- 
aarde and punishments, and deny the existence of 
sin in their country. They do not pray whilst 
living, became they cannot, in this life, see the 
Momzing, but they think -that their images pray 
to them after mortal decease. They burn their 
dead, and ahwwds collect their ashes in an urn, 
which,they convey to a house, where, if the urn 
aontain 6he relice of a inan, they keep it six days, 
if a woman, five ; after which it is carried to the 
place of interment, and deposited in a grave, and 
on the sod that covem it, is laid a wooden image 
of the deceased, to pray to  tbe Mounaing, and pro-. 
tect the bones nnd ashes. 

Tbese are the rude notiom of religion entertain- 
ed by the harmless untaught raoe that inhabit the. 
lofty mountaim which divide Arnrcan from Am,, 
and who, as children of nature, dehghting in their, 
wild I U I ~  native freedom, are for the most part &-' 
mperably everee to hold any commerce with tbe 
people of the plaina. The Bilmans, since the cm-.  
4u-t of Arracan, have compelled many, a d  al- 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 908 
Pmed a 'few, to tottle v i l l q  st the bsse~ of 
the hills, where they are treated with a humanity 
that tends to c o n c i l i  them to their new and 
more civilized state. A large proportion of Kayn 
are, however, still independent. The Sirmane have 
itot yet earried sacrilegious invasion to their holy 
mountain, which probably ie not worth acquiring. 
When a Kayn dies within the j h d i c t i o n  of tbe 
Bhmane, the relatiom of the deceased always con- 
vey the urn, and the image of the departad person, 
tb Gnowa, there to deposit them in hallowed 
krh .  These people have no lettern, nor any law, 
except cuetom. To this the Biana prudently 
leave them, never interfering in their munioipal 
and social economy. 

Onr curiosity beiig satisfied, we left Meeaday 
aa soon as the painter had finishecl the drawinge. 
T h e  county through whieh we sailed thii day had 
a plessing appearnnce ; spots of cultivation and 
frequent towns skirted the river, while small hill* 
elothed with trees rose behind them. We psseed 
it¶ our way through a lock of thirty or forty ele- 
phants, who were swimming eennrcr the river, car- 
rying their ridere on their necke. These were all 
females, and had been employed in hunting the& 
rrr~n species. Males are aeldom need by the Bi- 
mans for that purpose. Late in tha evening we 
brought to at  a small town called Palloo, where 
.there is a custamhonse, having now e n W  the 
government of the Prince of Prome. 

W e  got under way early the enwing morning, 
dud about two o'clock stapped at the lower sub- 
urbs of Rome, in the midst of a great COBWO- 

of bonb. L a n h g  our horns, we rode in the - VOL. 11. 8 
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evening to view the i t e  of a very tmcient 'city; 
which ages ago was the residence of a dynasty of 
Pegue kings, before their country had submitted 
to the Birman yoke. On our right, we left a large 
temple named Shoe Sanda Praw, situated on an 
eminence, round the foot of which were several, 
kioums, or monasteries. Pursuing a southerly di- 
rection, we came on a level road leading through 
well cultivated fields, i n t e r s p a d  with groves of 
tall palmyra trees. W e  observed the channels of 
two rivers at this time almost dry, but which in 
the rainy season roll down an impetuous current 
from the mountains, and empty their waters into 
the Irrawaddy. By these streams, teak timber is 
floated from the forests during the monsoon, and 
is sold here very cheap. A plank three inches 
thick, and from sixteen to twenty feet long, may 
be purchased for a tackd, or half a crown. The  
soil in the neighbourhood of Prome k remarkably 
well adapted for gardens, and we met several per- 
sona carrying lo& of fi-uit on their heads to mar- 
ket. The evening was far advanced before we  
rewhed Y~ettee, on entering which we paeaed 
through an old gateway, that appeared to be nar- 
rower, but of greater depth, than any we had yet 
seen; indeed the ruinous state both of the gate- 
way and the wall rendered it difficult to judge ac- 
curately of their dimemiom. Witllin we could 
distiqpkh nothing but h o w  and fields, and it  
was now too late to explore the antiquities of the 
place. Two intelligent men, whom we overtook 
riding along the wad, informed us, that it  had once 

- been a great fortified city of a square form, each 
&e measuring a space equal to two miles and a 
half; that it had flourished for several centuries 



before the fall of the Pegue monaathy; aad that 
the vestiges of the imperial palace and a large tem- 
ple were still remaining. 

During our ride we observed two caravans of- 
waggone drawn up in a circular form, in the same 
manner as those we had remarked a t  Meeaday on 
our journey to the capital. Here, however, the 
number of carts was much greater; one of the 
caravans containing not less than a lmndred, which 
were disposed in two circles, one withm the otber, 
presenting a very formidable barrier sgainet the 
assaulta either of men or of wild beasts. They . 
were chiefly loaden with gnapee and salt fish, and 
had come from a town called Omow, sitnateyl on 
the banks of a lake, where h h  is caught in such 
abundance, as to constitute an article of commer- 
cial exportation. The road in thii direction seem- 
ed to be well made, and much frequented. Tbe 
Ledegee, or steersman, of D r  Buchpnan's boat, 
who bad travded by land from Prome to Ran- 
goon, a journey of six days, said, that it was equal- 
ly good the whole way. Timber and stone flap 
me the principal articles of eztport trade at Rome. 

When the day broke we resumed our journey; 
the t empture  of the air was now extremely plea- 
aant, and the mornings and evenings cool. A t  
sunrise, the quicksilver in the thermometer stood 
at 67 degrees. In the esrlier part of thii day, the 
v i l b p ,  p a r t h h l y  tho88 on the east bank, had a 
very inviting appearance, from the orchards of 
plantain, mango, and other fruit-treea, with which 
they were murounded. After paseing Peinghee, 
the country assumed a rougher aspect. The river, 
at the narrow strait where our boat had bean 
wrecked on the way up, did not nUv run 6th 



snch cqhd vlolenoe m be&= Jut b v e  Zh-' 
roapmion, we pclsaed a lsrge island covered with 
reeds and bmhwood, which the boat people maid 
wae much infested by tigem. The hslldaome town 
of Kainggain wae eituated below it. We contie 
dued our course till after dark, and pambg the 
lights of the long and populous city oi lVla+un,. 
fonaedy Loomay, brought to at the weat bank, a 
little to the mtkward of tbe town; bnt it wan. 
too late to think of landing. 

Next morning (Nav. 13th) we put off, an 
early hour, In the middle of h e  preceding night 
I hsd been etarmd by a scene of diecord betwmn 
the boetmen and my people, which bad nearly pro- 
ducad seriew mneequem. The Birmurs have 
a snpemtitio~~~ a b b o m a  of m y  pereon's plreing 
over them when they are asleep ; it is deemed a 
p a t  indignity, as well ae injurious fmm the &p- 
p d n d e d  deete of mpemator$ w c y .  The 
bentmen usually elept either on the rod of the 
boat, or on the platfwm projecting iium the aide+ 
d i l s t  my people acca+d tbe inner part. It hap- 
pened that in the night, one of the soldiem went 
out on the phaEona, and, lPgardlees of dm Bii- 
mans who were taking their resh stepped a d  
them without ceremony, most likely igaorant of 
their prejudice, and perhapa half asleep himaelf. 
One of the Birmm, however, & a n d  unluckily 
ts be awake, who, jumping up, imtantly attecked 
the offender with hia fisba ; a s d e  enened, at 
tended with no emall outcry. The other E i  
].me, and armed themselve~ with the barnborn that 
were k q t  for onr hand.lee. The sold?exa flew td 
their bayoneta, and my servants were pparing to 
a their pi% In thie eCBte of hostility I came 



among them, just time enough to prevent mischief. 
T h e  Seree of Rangoon and the Ledegee at  length 
pacified the enraged crew, and I ordered, my own 
people to return to their births. This accident 
produced no future enmity, and it was the only 
disagreement that occurred. The Birmans, though 
metimes irseeible, were in general extremely 
good tempered, and aelilom refwed to aceommo- 
data the c o h  (strangem), even at the expense of 
their own convenience. 

We rowed all this day through a country not 
w well cultivated or so  thickly inhabited as that 
we had passed on the preceding. A little below 
Sjmiuwah, a considerable h e h  of the liver takea 
a>south-westerly course, leading, we were inform- 
ed, to Bassien; it ie called Keidowa, and Borne- - Anon Kioup, or the Western River. The 
Arracan rnountaina were visible in the north-weet 
qnarter. We brought to after dmk, a little above 
Hensadah, under a reedy bank, from which we 
were invaded by myriads of troublesome insects. 

The following7day brought ua, without any re- 
markable incident, to Denoobew. The high bank 
and beautiful sitnation of Telriato or, Mango vil- 
lap, on the west aide, tempted me to go on shore. 
.It is a charming spot. The town is inconsider- 
able, but the houses are neat and commodious. 
Denoobew, where we arrived $ter aunset, is dis- 
tinguished by a fine temple,. and ie also celebrated 
for ita manufactory of mats, which are made here 
in beautihi variety, and superior in q d i t y  to what 
are fabricated in my other part of the empire. 
h a g  re& snd skirted the banks durinq the 
greatest part qf this day's journey 

s 2 
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From Denoobew to Yangata CMngsb, the rim 
preserves nearly a direct c o w .  About ten o'clsek 
in the morning of the 15th, we got to the en- 
of tbe Panlang river, where it separates from the 
great stream, in the same maanera the Hoo& 
does from the Ganges. The principal b d ,  pie+ 
suing a southerly course, divides, as it a p p m d e ~ ~  
the sea, into a number of channels, which are 6lled 
by the tide, and are for the moet pa% navigable. 
The river we now entered is called by varioua 
namee, Aehay Kioup, or the Ea&ern River, Pan- 
lang River, and Rangoon River, the width of wbioh 
did n d  exceed four hundred yards. The eaatexn 
bank is within tbe jwidiction of Pegue; but the 
opposite country is included in tbe province of 
Dalla, a d  is governed by a pema of a mu& lees 
dignified title than Maywoom Through the high 
reeds which on eaeh side overhung the water, so- 
veral pathways were mule leading to Canisn vil- 
lages. As we passed, I p e r m i d  r W~~MSOUIBIZI, 
which my people said a m e  from r I& cdlea 
M n l b .  We had nd.RI reached the place, where, 
in gohg up, we bad bean m aevenely tmud 
mosquitoee, and again felt t& ~BOIDOW in- 
fluence. They even d e d  ns in the dry* 
and in such numbem, that we wem oU& to for- 
tify oar legs with lmotn, md put ron thick g l o m  
whilst by continually i3appik.q with tm b d k e r c  
chief, we endemonred .to defend our faces. IJlt 
na sooner had darknem mmmenced, tbsn them 
bronblet~or~ insecta redorhled tb& attacks, h 
~ ~ e h  multitudes, of s d  a aiee, uld go poknow, 
that I am p e ~ ~ u d e r t  if an Ewopeat with a deli- 
cate skin were to be ekpoeed uncovered to their 
lnvagea for one night, it would uearly prove fatal. 
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Even Qe Buman boatmen, whose skin8 h i s  not 
eaeily penetrated, amnet repose within their ac- 
tion ; and my Be# servants actually cried out 
in torment. I lay in boots with my clothes OR, 

and a double napkin over my face, apbd even thm 
d d  procure no rest. About nine o'clock we 
~ c b o r e d  below the town of Panlang, being u& 
to stem the tide ; and at eleven my people hailed 
a strange boat coming with the flood, that rowed 
towards us. Instantly I heard an European voice, ' 
to which I had not of late been sccustomed, and 
soon recognised that of Captain Thomae of the 
Seahome. I had sent a n  express when we were 
at  Meeaday, to apprise him of our approach, and 
denire him to get ready for sea. H e  had leano4 
from a small vessel that we were at hand, and 
came thus far to meet ns. It being impoesible to 
sleep, we pawed the night in convemtion. The 
BCCOM~ he gave of his treatment by the municipal 
government of Rangoon during my absence, and 
of the conduct of the Birmsns in general towards 
hie crew, wae perfectly satbhtory. H e  had un- 
rigged him ship during the monaoon, and covered 
the de&a with an awning of mate, ae a protection 
PgPinet the weather. Being in powension of a 
tolerably wmmodionn h o w  near the quay, he ob- 
ligingly offered me a room in it. Of this I availed 
myself, having no intentien to remain at Rangoon 
longer than was absolutely necessary, and hoped 
to limit my stay to a very few (lays. At  midnight 
we got under way, and brought to again at six in 
the morning. The banks on each side of the river 
do not indieate much cultivation in its neighbour- 
hood ; but of the state of the interior country we 
wuld not judge, being prevented by the bush?* 



nnd tall reeda from seeing distant objeote. At 
ten o'clock the boatmen remmed their labour, and 
we passed on the left a very miserable village 
named Teetheet. We were again obliged to an- 
chor on aceoat of the tide, and early on ths 
morning of the 17th of November landed at Ran- 
g o o a s  
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IMPERIAL ORDER REGISTERED AT THE RHOOM 

-REFLECTIONS ON OUR COMMERC!$ AND CON- 
NEXION WITH THE BIRMAH EMPIRE-RECEIVE 
A VISIT FROM THE MAYWOON-ACCOUNT OF 

A CARRIAN VILLAGE-BIRMAN GAhfE OF 
CHESS-INSTANCE OF A TRIAL BY ORDEAL- 

LETTER FROM THE MAYWOON TO THE GO- 
VERNOR-GENERAL-TAKE LEAVE-EMBARK 
QN BOARD THE SEAHORSPi--VOYAGE TO BEN- 

GAL--CONCLUSION. 

THE Maywoon of Pepe anived at Rangoon a 
few hours after we had lmded. I paid him a vi- 
a t  on the following morning, and appriaed him of 
my intention to BBii for b s g d  in a few &ye, when 
he pl i te tg said, that he  wouid continue at Ran- 
goon m i l  we departed. H e  informed me, that 
the onders for carrying into effect the late repla-  
tions would be publicly read and registered at the 
R h h  on the following day ; and be invited me 
to send a confidential person to be present a t  the 
ceremony; adding, that the records were always 
open to publio inspection, and that whoever chose 
might at m y  time procure a copy, 11y paying a 
t~ifling fee to the ofticer of the court. 
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It may not be improper, in this stage of my 
narrstive, to offer a few obsemti6ns on the r e b  
tive connexion that sulmists between the British 
possessions in India and the B i a n  empire ; to 
point out the commercial objects that render the 
intercourse desirable, and the political necessity 
there is for our preserving such a degree of na- 
tional influence with that government, as may en- 
able us hereafter to counteract any attempts to di- 
minish our-weight, or to erect an alien power, 
that might eventually injure our interests, and 
even one day rival our authority. The propriety 
of discussing a subject of so much moment natu- 
d y  suggests itself; but a moment's reflection 
eerveaqo convince ns, that it ought not to be pass- 
ed over in silence. It is too true, that the im- 
portance of the objects is hidden only from our- 
selves. Those against whom it is most incumbent 
on us to guard, are well apprised of their extent 
and magnitude ; but even were it otherwise, the 
security which is to arise from the suppression of 
points of general knowledge, is fallacious and with;' 
out dignity. Prudence requires that the transac- 
tions of a cabinet should not be divulged ; but that 
policy must be very short-sighted which attempts 
to conceal from the world what every pereon may 
discover-the bountiea of Providence, the products, 
resonrceg and local advantages of a p a t  em- 
pire. 

British India is more deeply concerned in her 
commerce and comexion with that part of tbe 
Birman empire called Pegue, than many p e m ,  
in other respects intimately versed in the affairs af 
In&% seem to be a m .  This interest points to 
three distinct objects; finst, to.secure from that 
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q-r regular s~~pplies of timber for ship-build- 
ing, without which the British marine of India 
could exist but on a very contracted scale; se- 
condly, to introduce into that country as much of 
tpr manufactures a s  its consu~pption may require, 
and to endeavour to find a mart in the south-west 
dominions of Chins, by means of the great river 
of Ava ; thirdly, to guard with vigilance against 
evely encroachment or advance which may be 
made by foreign nations to divert the trade into 
other channels, and obtain a permanent settlement 
in a wuntiy so contiguoutl to the capital of our 
possessions. This last consideration supersedes all 
ot,hers in the magnitude of the consequences that 
might ultimately result from it. 

I t  is impossible to impress my reader, by any 
stronger proof, with the. vast importance of the 
Pegue trade, than briefly to state, that a durable 
vessel * of burden cannot be built in the river of 
@ongal, except by the aid of teak plank, which is 
procurable from Pegue alone ; and that if the tim- 
ber trade with that country sl~ould, by any act of 
power, be wrested from us, if it should be lost by 
misfortune, or forfeited through misconduct, the 
marine of Calcutta, which of late vears has  roved 
a source of unexampled prosperity to our principal 
settlement, t essentially benefited the parent coun- 

Ships have been constructed of saul wood, and of o- 
ther indigerrous timber of Bengal ; but on trial rhey were 
not found to be servicenble. 

t l?e following remarkable instance of public spirit 
will evlnce the advantages that have already been derived. 
hy the parent country from the marine of India, and the 
benefit that may in future be expected. 

In tile year 1794, when the horrors of impending fn- 
mkc z!ggramtcd the m,ieiserics of Yar, thr Secret Commit- 



try, and given honourable afauence to individuak, 
muRt be reduced nearly to annihilation, without 
the possibility of our being able to find any d e -  
quate substitute for the material of which we sl~onld 
be deprived. Within the. last six years, eome of 
the finest merchant s h i p  ever Been in the river 
Thamee have arrived from Calcutta, * where they 
were built of teak timber ; and, after delivering 
valuable cargoe~ in London, were usefully em- 
ployed in the service of the state. Nor would the 
destruction of the Pegne trade be confined solely, 
in its effects, to Be+. The other eettlementa 

we of the Court of Directors, at the recommendation of 
his Majesty's ministers, transmitted by express to Lord 
Teigmoufh, then Governor-general of India, intelligence 
of the calamity that threatened Great Britain, desiring 
whatever aid the Government of India could supply. On 
receipt of the despatch, the Governor-general, with that 
promptitude and energy which distinguished his adminis- 
tration, exerted the influence of government with sueh 
effect, that l 4 O O O  ton8 of shipping, almost entirely India 
built, were freighted to carry rice to England ; and were 
loaden and cleared from the port of Calcutta in less th.n 
five months from the date of the arrival of the letter. 
This supply, with the exception of the casualties of the 
sea, arrived most opportunely for the relief of the poor of 
London, and reduced the price of that excellent article of 
food to three halfpence a pound. So exbsarrlinary an 
exertion is neither so widely known, nor so justly appre. 
ciated, aa i t  merits. I t  is a circumstance which reflects 
the highest credit on all the parties concerned, and de- 
serves to he recorded, in order to declare to posterity the 
vast resources of Great Britain, which was enabled to 
draw seasonable supplies of provision for the relief of the 
metropolis, from colonies situated at the distance of near- 
ly two-thirds of the equatorial circumference of the glohe. 

The Cuvera and the Gabriel, built at Calcutta of 
Pegue timber, are now in the river, and exhibit no con- 
temptible specimens of the naval architecture of India. 
'fie port of Calcutta con furnish 40,000 tons of shipping. 

s 



EMBASSY TO AVA. 817 
would senaihly &&in the low. Madraa is eup- 
plied from Rangoon with timber for all the oom- 
mon purpoees of domeetic use; and even Bom- 
bay, although the waet of Malebar is ittl princi- ' 

pal starehause, Gnds it worth while annually to 
import a large quantity of pl& from Pegue. 

But whilst it is advantageous to ue to 'promote 
the exportation of timber from the maritime towns 
of Pegue, it is as manifestly our interest to dis- 
courage the building of ship in the Rangoon river, 
where the construction is facilitated by loud ad- 
vmtagee equal to those of any port in the world, 
and superior to most. The progress made in thia 
art * by the B i a n s  b y  of late years been rapid, 
and increases in proportion as foreignera can p h  
wn6dence in the Birman government. When 
merchants find that they can build with security in 
the Rangoon river, for one-third lesa cost than in 
the Gongea, and for nearly half of wbat they csn 
at Bombay, few will hesitate in their choice of a 
place. It ie said, tbat the ships of Pegue are not 
so firmly constructed as those built in aur porta, 
end in general thie aosertion is true. But the de- 
fect doaa not arise from want of mat&&, but be- 
cause the owners were speculative adventurers, 
without sufficient funds to defray the c h q e a  of 
Uw and of iron, in wl~ich material Pegue shipa 
have, by fatal experience, been found deficient. 

The Superb, a very fine ship, which was on the stock# 
when I was at Rangoon, has lately delivered a valuable 
cargo in the river Thames. The Laurestone also, a v e e  
sel of considerable force, which, I believe, war taken i ~ t a  
the E'zench line, during tho lwt war, w e  constructed rl 
the same port. 

VOL. 11. T 7 
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The shipwrights, however, are a~ expert sa any 
workmen of the East ; and their models, whidi 
are all from France, are excellent. The detriment, 
therefore, that arises to na from the construction of 
ships at  Rangoon, is not less evident thgn the be- 
nefit that we derive from importing the unmann- 
factured material The Birmam, sagaciously 
knowing their own intereat, set m an example of 
policy, by remitting all duty on cordage, canvaa, 
and wrought iron, provided these articles are bolad 
fide brought for the equipment of a new vme!. 
The port charges also are not exacted from a new 
ship on leaving the river to proceed on her first 
voyage. A conduct on their part so wise, 8%- 

gests to us the expediency of adopting some mea- 
mres for our own interest. An alien duty, or a 
modified disqualification, would probably, like the % 

acts of Parliament in aid of British navigation, 
prove the most effectual remedy. Trade r m o t  
be prosecuted in the Indian seaa to any extent, 
except with Britieh ports. Many objections, it iB 
h e ,  may be made to wcb a proposition ; but the 
good m d n g  to as wwid be immediate and cer- 
tain ; whilst the ill consequences, if any there be, 
are equivocal and remote. 

But if we are called upon, by our interest in a 
commercial point of view, tr chbck the growth of 
ship-building at Rangoon, how much more import- 
ant is the subject when seen in a political light ? 
I t  ia a fact which appeam to meiit some consi- 
deration, and is perhaps not generally adverted to, 
that in a very few years, and at a s m d  compars- 
bve expense, a formidable mvy may rim on the 
banh of the Irmwaddy, from the forests of Pepe. 
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It is probably not known, that artificela + are edw 
cnting by our enemies for that express pupose, 
whist we encourage them progress in the science, 
by enabling them to derive benefit and acquire ex- 
perience at the same time. Natiod security, 
&refore, acl well as mercantile advantage, strong- 
ly nrge a vigilant attention to a quarter whence 
the means of injury to onreelves may so abund- 
antly be drawn. 

The importsinto Rangoon from the Britieh seb, 
tlementa, in the year 17944, amounted, I was in- 
formed, to more than twelve lacks of rupeea, about 
135,0001. et4Plibg. Them wnaiated chidy of coarse 
piece grn-xla, glaaa, hardware, and broad cloth. The 
h a n d  for the k t  article, in the year 1795, war 
considerable. Be- were made almoet wholly in 
timber. A few llnimportant commodities are annu- 
ally carried from Pegue to the coast of Pedier and 
the Prince of Wales's Island, for the China market. 
The timber tracle, though attended with a certain 
Avantage to the carrier, yet, not produciug such 
1-e profits as a more hazardous venture to the 
Eastern straits, to Cbina, and the Mala). coast, ie 
seldom prosecuted by merchanta of the high@ 
commercial credit, who aim at making a fortune 
by the success of a single voyage, for which the 
ship is u s d y  freighted with that valuable and al- 
luring drug opium, so eagerly sought after by the 
Chinese, yet so strictly prohibited by their govern- 
ment, Owing to this enterprising spirit among 
merchanta in India, a ship is seldom sent to c a ~ q  
wood, except when the owners have not funds to 

The French have long maintained an agent at Ran- 
goon, and are thoroughly ncqusinted with the advantagen 
which the counm of Pegue offers. . 



provide a mote odnabls earge; urd thi inabibty fts- 
quently extends even to the menne of defmying the 
cxpenoe of a lading of timber. Hmm the mastas 
of a v m l  often finds himdelf embarrpraed w h m  
on the em of departure, and the veesel a some* 
cirnee detained by leg$ demands whi& be cannd 
discharge. Difficulty produces mntadioa, * and 
provokes bitter and generally groundlees i n v e ~ t i m  
agninst the laws of the country, w W  tbtmgh o p  
p m i v e  to the *cot, ue cmtbhly lsabht to fo- 
*'& 

Tmrher for maritime pafposes is the baly d E f e  
'bke Bitman empire p* of .rrbich we s t smGi  
indiepensable need : and to pmo6e1 er etmmrge 
she cul tee m d  expatetion of h g a  bpmraoditiw, 
rpphich Eorm wlwble absgh of Britieh Indh, 
almomt 9 of which the kiagdaRl be A w  I @ 
af yielding, w d d  operste to the ~~ injwy 
sf ow own provinces. W e  require, and &odd sbek 
for  mrthg mom than a mart for our mendbur- 
led go&, an& in return, to bring .bock theb un- 
wrought matt*. Interference in iay erbsr 
shape appssrr to be irnplitic, plkl likely, in dm 
mad, te prove prejudicial to ourselma. . 

The r n . r i h  ports of this great empire are 
~.ammodious for shipping, end better eituated for 
.Indim cmmeree then *hose of. any 0 t h  parrrar. 
Great Witain possessea the western side of what 
-is called the Bay of Bengal ; the government of 
Ava the emtern ; which is fsr superior ta tbe k- 
mer in the facilities it 8ffosds to navigation. h 
the mouth of the G a q p  to Cape Cornorin, tbe 
whole range of our continental territory, thwe is 
not a single h b o w  capable of dwding sheIter tu 
a vessel of five hnndnd tom burden. It u an UH- 
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broken h e  of exposed shore, where &pa muat 
ride in open roade; but Ava comprehende within 
her extent of coast three excellent por te--Nee,  
the most secure harbour in the bay; Rangoon, and 
Mergui, each of which i~ equally convenient, and 
much more W b l e .  than the river of Bengal, 
wgch is the only port in our poeeession wi6hin 
the bay. 
The entrance into the river of Bengal pmmnts 

as intricate and dmgeroan a channel as any that is 
known. And during three months of the year, 
slip, in leaving the Ganges, inm considerable 
. h d  from being obliged to beat a@& a foul 
wind, in shoal water, among mounding ssnds ; 
but fPoln the hvbonr of Negrais a ahip lsnnchea at 
onoe into the opea bay, and may work to tihe 
mdmard, without any other irnpedunent than 
what the l lpomn opposm. Rsljgoon, at that 
.pwicalsr meson, is more perilous than Npgraie, 
especially to vessels bound from the Straits of 
%alama, Pulo Penang, and other emtern pelts. 
Tbsse, if not well acquainted with the violent car- , 
rent petting at bt period to the eastward, are li- 
able to be deceived in their reokoning, and, inu- 
+ng themselves to be fader  west than they 
-ally are, sometimes stand too much to the nmh- 
m s d ,  till they get entangled among the shoale of 
what ie called che Bay of Madxm, whence a re- 
treat i s  very difticnlt, and where' the tide flown 
d t b  mach impetuosity, and risea so high, that 
&om are weless, and retard, but for a very short 
period, the impendmg b. Ships miling from the 
-ward, by making Cape Negrais, and keeping 
within sight of the coast, until tiley come near the 

T 2 I 



kc of RPne;oen, a d  those kgm. At eveay 
ether season Rungoon may be appnwcbed, and 
hft, with perfect rscurity. The bar ia nyro~v) a6.d 
wataim deptb of water, at tbmqum-tm P o d ,  
d c i e n t  far veasela of any burden. The d m d  
sf the river in unimpeded, csrryiag Grom sir ta 
eight fatboms M high ee the town of:Rangoon, - 

Blerrsed with so extraordinary a coiacidsnee d 
Jdvuttqp, sr&.rising frem tihation, extent, produce, 
a d  climate, the kmgdom of Avm, or lnere p r o p  
iy the Birman e q k e ,  is, among Emtern aatiapa, 
.eand in bpmimme to Chin dose, rhibt, from 
ib contiguity to Bridah Indir, it becomes to m d 
Emdl p t e r  v. we can ~ I C  no m 
.on, in the present p.laspen,ue f&itt~ of our- affnirq 
t6 dread tIm hmtilitiea of .11 tbs h & ~ e  paweragf 
I d a  combined. Our isendtarry fee is dca-; 
d there reniaina no k, who be= towar& a 
any he& or rooted enmity. Tbe B i i  cat- 
tainly do not; bat, however favourable &ek 1% 
-1 &potition m y  be, tdrat cbamutabtic pride 
Und anbomded arrogs4ce which gcwm teeir ma- 
&at towmb &r etutem, m y  lead them t . ~  a& 
iadignity which we crmnot afoid meatbg, and to 
commit act8 of 8ggreaelon, as in the affair at Chit- 
-, which we ~ b d  ba obAiged to repel. S d  
aeceeeity m eincsrely to be dapreuted, ~Steahem 
end temper in wr negociatieos, and e maacnmble 
allowaim for their mistaken principles, w i l l p  f u  
to nyert the ill emuqumcea that might Blise from 
their haqbty and weak aammption. We UanSs 
expect frola a proud md viotorio~s people, b 
pl.leeesd with an extravagant opinion of their ewa 
power, thrt rererance wldoh tlpa etctw of Imlk 
ham Leen taught to feel for oar eatablisbed ehP- 
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mBer. - T B e ~ n a b i ~ ~ t k e e a a t ~ f  Bar- 
gal are to be considered by themeelm an a kind 
of body @tic, wholly distinct fmm all others ; 
.ad in fad Cgiw, Ava, rntl tbs coruQim d 
ef t h ,  canupsee a M y  in extant and number af 
*tan% mom h equal to nll Emope. Thim 
nntioia nm ooaescted by a &ik@ dmitrnirpwf 
msnacw and pW maxime ; to which, tm she). 
canalas be ddeDly c- we ought to rsahni 
Iste,in o w  interamme dth  their governments, m 
PB UI the dignity of our own will p m i ~  Te prc- 
m e  r wm?epdemx and 8 gaDd nrsdersWag 
d w i t h t h e C s P l r b O f A m . i s s a e a ~ ~ e $ h t k  
o m  pmrperity ; but, ti& the r ~ ' & V  amted, 
that oonnexian shod? not be tea intimate. A Y 

trade ad a prcponderrting Lrfluence, a n S  
+t to amrhact the rnackutioxm of wr eue 
=& mtbsu- laogtbs%tWB 8 h a r M ~  
By oar a t  int&hbg fnther, the Binaana will ba 
aonriaced of dm modemthou .arl jwtios of e 
p & c i i  sbdierrafmmthem to.~spel:theinri~ 
dions dm- of m y  other power, m& with a 
&tent view to andennine their dominion, and 111th 
autely to wrest Ebeir qrmntr~r from them. It is 
m interarb to maintain their independen* atla 
Qb gllPd it fm foreiga ePcmachment; d i b t  a 
h w M g e  of dais tmth cannot fsil, in the ead, te 
mih the Birslan gave-t to oars, in ban&¶ uf 
i a e i p d  amity aud cmdkienw. I 

mni.g the fear dap dwt we ceatinued at Rltlr 
grsn, I lnuf tb pleaam to interchange mlny 
+Fad madm of civility wish the Maywooa, w h  
paad me a -visit on board the Stmhmm ; abr 
whioh we mwed m him war&@ ta a very 5ne *kip 
belonging to him, wliiah hbd teieoently been Wt, 
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and, he aarared me, was entirely the workmaaship 
of native artitken. 

Whilst we remained here, Doctor Bnchanan, aa 
companied by one of the o5cers of the Seahome, 
made an e x d o n  on horeeback a few milee d, 
b view a village inhabited by Carhem, the dmple 
mxul raca of people of whom mention h.s a h d y  
been made.* Passing by the great temple of b 
dagoang, they proceeded along an indiffmt road, 
sbout three miles, bill they anived at one of the 
villages whiah they sought. I t  contained not more 
than ten orTa d a e n  haases ~aised on poets, 4 
disped in sach a manner an to e n c b  a qlllw , 
yard, in which were a number of bddoeu. Tbe 
lead man was gone to a dietant village ; but me 
af the inhabitants invited the &mgm to enter Bis 
dwelling, and hospitably offered what hie home 
.ffmded. The visitants ascended a narrow ladder 
about twelve feet high into a wrt 'of barn, divided 
ieto two by a mat partition. The floor was of 
q h  boards, the sides of msts, and a roof, cant- 

posed of bamboos, was covered with that&. At 
night they drew np the ladder, and c1oeb.y~ 8ha 
door, aleep secure from the &lta of wild beat&, 
or the depredations of thieves. Seven or eight 
men, as many women, and several children, cm- 
dtuted a numerow family. They eeemed a health9 
md vigorous raca of people, and were of a fairer 
complexion than the generality of southern B b  
ZIUUW. Some of the women wore rich h g e  of 
coral round their neclie, and were even adorned 
with ommenta of gold and eilver. They speak a 
dialect peculiar to thenrmel~es, but their language 

d d y  the same ae the Binnan. There are 
* See Vol. I, p. 242. 
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bah w e  and EWrmah Carianenr, who di%& in 
the eame degree aa tlre nations to which they am 
waohed. ThGp complain af being oppressed by 
the Biianu ; but their appearance did not i n d i m  

oppmiorr, w d  they have a certain sale for 
m h e v e r  tbeir iadwtry cnn raise. Doctor BW 
&aern BPW sewed Cstiauen, on the road carrying 
h b t s  ; some & for the produce of their 
W, o t h m  returning with burdens of fruit sad 
mgetddee. The life thew people lead is ~ u l y  
pwtmnt They have no other busmeas or objea 

tbat of cultivating the soil, and tending 
cbvit &&I. Their religion is the wm~ihip of 
Qaudma ; but in tbeee rites they do not join with 
60 same fernour tbet animates tbe Birm~ns ; the$ 
& reem to a q k  in tbe doctrines of their 
conquerm, which they do not even profees to uri 
.*1Bisand. 
. . ,Dr Buehuoan intempted one of tbe men, wlib 
gulmitted their want of bwlede;e ,  and assigned aa 
:the remon, that God once wrote hi laws and com- 
tnnnds on the skin of s b&alo, md aalled upon an 
matiom of the earth to come and take a copy-a 
samnwns which dl obeyed except the CaFisnem, 
who had not Isiaure, being occupied in the buainw 
of husband~y; and that, in consequence of this pet 

glect, they remained e v e  siace in a state of ignm 
WKX+ without any other cares than &ow which ssc 
LBted to their pastoral employment. On go+ 
-y D r  B u c b  offered them a few plecea of 
silver, which so escited their surprise, being quite 
waamtomed to such acts of liberality, that they 
hsrteted to re~eive the money, sad seemed at a 
loss to what motive to ascribe hbs bounty. Aft= 
looking at m e  another, p d  talking fot a minnta 
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or two with much eameatueas, the women, on 
sudden, as if bis design had just been discovered, 
all ran away laughing, whilst the men sullenly d e  
clined the gift. In fact, they concluded that the 
Doctor wanted to purchase the favom of one of 
their females, having no notion of a disimtereated 
donation. The ladim, however, did not wait to 
ascertain for whom the golden apple arss designed, 
and it wss in vain he tried to convince the men 
that their suspicione were ill f o d d .  'l'heae poor 
people entertain a delicacy in regard to women, 
which their more enlightened conquerom do not 
feel. To prove the pariq of his intentione, how- 
ever, the Doctor left the money on the floor when 
he departed. The gentlemen retuned by the same 
road, snd in their way examined a mined spring 
in the neighbpwhood of the great Pagoda. 

I had an opportunity, at Rangoon, of observiry 
that the Biisns of distinction played at &em, a 
circumstance which, from our d u d e d  situation at 
the capital, had escaped my notice. This game ie 
held in high estimation among the suprior r a n k  
The board they use is exactly similar to o m ,  coa- 
taining 64 aquama, and their number of troop the 
same, 16 on each side ; but the names, the power 
and disposal of them, Tier  mentially. Tbe king 
and his minister (a queen is never introduced by 
the Orientals) are mounted on elephante. T h e  
are defended by two castles or yettay, two knights 
on horseback, Mene, two oilicers on foot, one call- 
ed Meem, the other ChekBy, and eight Manndelay 
or foot-soldiem. The forces of each party are w- 
ranged on three liiea, by which eight squares re- 
main unoccupied. None of the pieces p m  
wIoal f o w  with our queen; and this restricted 



operation renders the Binnau mode of playing 
inore complex and difficult than ours. The Bir- 
mans affirm, that it is a game of high antiquity, 
h d  that it is acknowledged and authorized by 
their sacred writings, although every play of chance 
ia prohibited. This testimony confirms * the opi- 
 on of the late Sir William Jones, that chess was 
invented in India, and ie not, as generally imagin- 
ed, of Persian origin. The Biane call it Che- 
h e n ,  a word that beam some resemblance to the 
name which is given to the game in most other 
parts of the world. 

During the time that the English deputation 
was at Ummerapoora, Captain Thomas witnessed 
at Rangoon a remarkable instance of a trial by the 
ordeal of water, the circumstances of which he 
&us related to me :-Two women of the middling 
class litigated k small property before the court of 
justice ; and as the judges found great difficulty in 
deciding the question of right, it was at length a- 
@eed, by 'mutual consent, to put the matter to the 
issue of an ordeal. The parties, attended by the 
officers of the court, several Rhahaans, or priests, 
and a vast concourse of people, repaired to a tank 
or pond, in the vicinity of the town. Aftkr pray- 
ing to the Rhahaans for some time, and performing 
certain purificatory ceremonials, the litigants en- 
tered the pond, and waded in it, till the water 
reached their breasts. They were accompanied by 
two or three men, one of whom placing the wo- 
men close to each other, and putting a board on 
their heads, at a signal given, pressed upon the 

* See a paper an the Indian Game of Chess by the Pre- 
sirlei~t of the Asiatic Sockty, in tlie 2d voL of Asioci: Re- 
se~rc l i e~ .  



board till be immensed them both a thr, ibr 
atant. They remahed out of sight abotlt 8 m i n e  
a d  a half, when one of them, nearly pifocated, 
raised her head, whilst the other continued to Bit 
upon her hams at the bottom, but wae immediate- 
ly lifted up by the men ; after which an oficer of 
the court aolemnly pronounced judgment k b 
favour ; and of the justice of this decisiin none 4 
the by-standem appear tb entertain the smallemt 
doubt, from the ihllibility of the proof which M 
been given. 

The trial by ordeal, in all countriee where the 
H i d o o  religion prevaih, is aa ancient as their re: 
&d~. The late Ali Ihrahim Khan, native cbief 
znsgistrpte of B m ,  baa communicated, in a wry 
eurioua paper, * the mod- by which ttrie *peal 
to the Deity is made, as they are described in the 
EIetasebera, or Comment on the D h e m  Saetra, 
in tho chapter on Oaths. The B b e ,  being go- 
verned by the same authority, observe nearly si- 
m i r  farmrr ; but as knowledge incteases,'d man- 
kind become more enlightened, these abaurd prac- 
tices lose ground, and have of law years been die- 
countenand by the judicial courta both of Jndia 
and of Ava. 

Previoua to our departme, the Maywoon of 
Pegue delivered to my care a letter d J r e d  to 
the Governor-general of In&, couched in verp 
friendly terms, but dictated in the u e d  etyle ef 
targid extravagance. He enumerated irt it th 
c o n c b n s  granted in faveur of Ihglisb commerce, 
.nd expreseed a determination to execute hie par) 
' This paper was presented to the Asiatie Society by 

'Hior- Ihstinga, Q. See On the Trial by OrJed a- 
mong t l ~ e  IIindoos," Asiat. Research. F'ol. I. 



BHBASSY r o  Attd." lHED 
ririth p&tt~alit~ md attention. dlr 'Bimaq ME-' 
jeety has long entertain4 a d e s k  to p m t m  an 
Engli+ carriage, with the distinctiorm of Birman 
ayalty a-hed to it. In this letter the Maywoon 
made a request that auch a one might be seat i 
and in erder to direct the artist, I wss fwnhhed 
&tb a vmy intelligible and well executed draw-' 
hg, performed at Ummerspoora, by tho King's 
painter. I t  displayed the carriage and body of an3 
dnglish cranenecked chariot, gilded all over. 
From the top of the body there rose a regal spire, 
or pissatb, in separate stages, bearing a miniature 
reeemblance to those which ornamented the pa- 
bcs and royal barge. Four lion8 in a t~oncbing~ 
atitude guarded the carriage, two on the fore part, 
& two behind ; and a bid, designed, I imagine, 
to represent the Henza, or tutelary goose, was' 
placed in front with expancted wings. The May-' 
woon's letter, however, contained a requisition OF 
J+& greater importance ; which wae, to obtain ma-' 
terials for the ~ b l i s h x u e n t  of a mint-a design. 
whiJ1, if carried bto effect, + mwt coneiderably 
pron?ote .the p~oeperity of $0 country, aa the ne- 
I 

The European part of thir drawin was made from an- 
old carriage wb~ch had been iotmducef into the Ava c o w  
tfy several years before. The Governor- - both h e  requests contained in the ~ ~ ~ n % % ~  
+d, in (he following year, sent a very superb chariot to" 
his Birman majesty, constructed according to the represen- 
tAti~n. Tbe top of the spire, notwithstanding the body 
h n g  vejr low, was 18 f e d  from the ground It war ex- 
trcmuly rich and well exc~cuted -+ 11 is surprising that t l~e  Chinese have no natiand coin. 
Ar the pact pf Canmn, dollars in some measure supply the 
defidency ; b t ~ t  in the interior of the kivgdom, the incon- 
venience mwt be gene?~llp felt. 

VQL. 11. W 



d t y  of weighing lump6 of lead and dm, w- 
sncar&ining the purity, operate as a sensible im- 
pediment to commerce. 

On tha 26th of November, the day pr&ding. 
that of ow embarkation, I waited on the May- 
woon, accompanied by the gentlemen of the de- 
putation and Captain Thomas, to take our fid 
leave. I had oocasion to feel myaelf individuaIly 
obliged to him for hie peraonal attentions, whilet 
his mild administration and pleaeing manna  had 
acquired my esteem. H e  i s  universally h o w -  
ledged to be a good man, and seem highly to de- 
save that repntatbn. I had opportunities of wit- 
nessing several inatanas of hii benevolence and 
humanity ; and, although hie authority within his 
own jurisdiction is absolute, I sever heard hi ac- 
qued of an abuse of his power, or of a s in~le  ad 
of oppreesion or injustice. Such a character, in a 
country where th most rigorous and often barba- 
rous despotism prevails, is entitled t9 particnlar 
encomium. We parted with mutual, and, 18m 
inclined to believe, not insincere professions of per- 
manent good will. 

On the morning of the 27th we breakhted on 
board the Seahorse. Most of the attendants, 
with our heavy bsggage, had embarked on the pre- 
ceding day, and at ten o'clock we weighed anchor; 
It bad previously been agreed, that the Company's 
ship should salute the Birman flag with eleven guns, 
which were to be answered by an equal number 
from the battery on shore. Captain Thomas pex- 
formed his part of the agreement ; but the battery* 
which waa very slow in acknowledging the com- 
pliment, returned only seven. '&ii apparent mark 
of disrespect, w k h  could not be attributed to ig- 



~ r a n i x ,  I conceived rather to originate in the pa- 
son who had charge of the batteq, and who n-@? 
think to recommend himself by it, than &om any 
higher authority. It was, however, meh an a n -  
bible and public slight to the Company's d o m ,  
that I judged it expedient to write a note to the 
Maywoon, to acqnaint him of the fact. 

We dropped down with the ebb as !k as the 
Cbokey, or watch station, ffom when- the eas- 
tombotlse o5cer visited the Seahome on her ibt 
arrival. In paesmg the mouth of the Pegue river, 
we obeerved that, at the enpmce, it ass nearly ati 
wide as the great river ; but thst bredth soon di- 
minishes to a very contracted space. &vend large 
aeeb branched off both 'to tbe right and the 1 6  
wbicb the pa& &d were 118vignble to 8 consid* 
able dietance by boa@ of h v y  burden. In the 
evening we again weighed, and poeeed the lmr at 
mi-t. Eatly next morning we saw the hnb 
mark & the Elephant, and, favoured by the 
ebb, passed the Chintr Baidr river. The wind not 
being etrong enough, when the tide turned, to en- 
able ae to atem the fiood, we again came to anchor, 
being in company with a ahip named the Hope, 
bound alao to Calcutta On the following morn- 
ing we stood to the southward on the fimt of the 
ebb, which bore ae along with it against m nnfs- 
voumble breeze. On the 30th we made Diamond 
h d  and Cape Negraia, and next day at aneuly 
hour passed a ship standing towarde Rangoon, 
whieh appeared to have d e r e d  severely from a 
m n t  storm, having loet her main-top and fore- 
-hut mats. The wind was at thie time, 
n north-west, and a heavy swell from the game 
quarter indicated that them had lately been a bard 



gale, d very m a d  circutmtzmcu at chnt repw~ .f 
,*he yeat. 1 

Keeping within. a ibw 1- of the eoaet, we 
continued te beat agaiirst arr afavoumble wind lrq. 
,d tbe 9th of De&mbr, w h  w e  made Cheddq, 

fort& island beloaging to the Birmrn go* 
ment. The chanhel between this blond md t@ 
&kt- is hunually navigated by lare aading h t a ,  
.but it does bot afford a safe paesage for chipping. 
.The lebgth of the island we judged to be about 
,miles. l t  yields abllndance of riea, and is g o v p  
ed by a Cb$rey, or lieutewt, who is subject to 
$he Mayttwon of Arracan. Hsving now the be* 
.fit of regular laud add see breerres, we were 
,&kd to m&e brne p q r a s  to the nortbwPrd. 
O h  the mnting o f b l l t h  we BOW w h a t u ~  call- 
e d  tbe Bruken Island$, on the wmt of Anac~q, 
*hi& pte fw the ~loet part r btvran assemblage 4 
d y  eminences, &ording shelter only to piratep 
9hd t b i & ~ a  Qn the 12th end 13th we experi- 
QIllcbd mach inoonveniewe, the whj ,  whicb q 
.directly +net og blowiq with s d  violence, 
,&at $be rhip labmud greatly, and QW f a - t o p 4  
waa  om from tbe yard. ,Ch +e 14th the W& 

~toderated, and, rhe wind veerimg a 6tde to tbp 
emtkard, we bad $be good fo6me on the 16tb to 
discover B pilot eehooner at anchor, between thg 
eastern md western reefe near the month of the 
Ganges. N a p  tides pre-, our p~esage up 
the river wae bedioua, and the wind coming inv* 
riably from the northern quarter, rendered it be 
sardorm to proceed by night. On the 20d w 
m h e d  Budge Budge, where f d  a p d a  * 

h commodious kind d bok wed in the r i d  
-. i 



SMBAS6Y TO AVA. 93s 
waiting, which my friend Captoin Sandyo, as noon 
PB he beard of the arrival of the Seahorse, had 
despatched to meet me. At this place I quitted 
the ship, end in two horn r&d Oalcutta, after 
m eventful 8baenca of ten months. 

END OF THE EMBASSY TO AVA- 
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iNo.one can have perused the preceding part 
df this work i; which ari accurate reprint h& 
been given of the exceedingly valuable ac: 
count furnished by Colonel Sylpes of his 
historical researches and diplomatic exer- 
/,ions in the Birmese empire, without feeling 
~onscious that his stock of useful knowledge 
has been ificreased, and that a desire has 
been' excitd tb know more of a people, 
in many respects so remarkable. Colonel 
Symes, it will have been perceived, while 
he traces in the distinctest manner the his- 
tory of the Birmese from the earliest pe- 
riod in which we have any authentic tradi- 
tions concernirig them, is necessarily, from 
the time in which he lived and wrote, ob- 
lige? to stop short just when he has brought 
us down to near the commencement of the 



NOTICE. 

present century,whenthe transactions which 
began to take place between the British go- 
vernment in India, and the neighbouring 
kingdom of Ava, were assuming an interest 
and importance they had never before pos- 
sessed. Colonel Symes, however, by the 
various sources of information of which he 
had it in his power to avail himself, and 
which he seems to have exhausted with un- 
abating zeal end industry, h r  the advantage 
of his countrymen, has prepared us for- 
derstanding'these transactions, and for at- 
taching to them an interest with which they 
might not otherwise have been invested. In 
the sequel, it is hoped that something of a 
succuict and intelligible narrative  ha^ been 
given of our political and military open&& 
with the Birmese since the year 1860.3 



NARRATIVE, h. 

On the retmn of Colonel Symea fkom tbe court 
ofAvain&eyesr 1790,it ~ a o t i m p r o b a -  
ble that the f&gs of mutppl conciliation and 
frisndehip, which he had nncceeded iB establish' 
between the two countri- might hare c o n t i n 3  
unimpaired for meted yema to come. It aeeme, 
h o w e w  e w o f  mqrgmst&&dgtn dm- 
l@e upen any eontin~ooca of adfic diepositioxu 
on the part of the golden-foote d monarch of Bir- 
nu&. Hi policy seeme rather to be that of rest- 
lew d t i o n  and paptool action ; and if, at any 
time, he is quiet, it ie tbe qaiet of esbustion and 
camqaent nacessity-not of inclination. Nor ia 
it to be denied, that, with the aid of his miniitere 
of atate, and tbe 0 t h ~  machinery of his despo- 
tic government, he poemma a talent for negotia- 
tbn, and pemonal se well as national qgmmdize- 
merit, which might refiect d t  upon the Mschia- 
vele of perhaps more civilized, but not less artful 
d ie t s .  It m o t ,  therefore, be came of much 
wonder, that, not long after the termination of 
Colonel Symes' embpeey, new camen of dietmat 
d contention amw. 



6 THE BIRMEGB WAR. 

I t  appm,  that though the Biese, by l- 
of arms, had subdued Arracan, yet, that they 
bad never been able to reconcile its inhabitants k, 
their yoke. Nor, indeed, is it  likely that they 
ever attempted i t ;  for, with the Birmeae, the con- 
quered are always slaves. Accordingly; the go- 
vernors they -Ant i a o  this .provhs~; proceded 
to such tyrannical extremities in the burdens they 
imposed upon the inhabitants, that, rather than 
submit to their grinding rapaciown 
racanese .left their couqtry in crowds 
oht either &g er rwivin ^pam 
blished themaelree in the Bri& ~nit#y d EC&t;, 
tagoag. They who thue emigRtgd acquired ths-r 
appellation ef MuKBe. h was easy to fonpee -1 
a:ayetem of deeedon, proeeeding-on so cr&ve. 
a.scale, a d  rendered so eesy of executien by the; 
facility crf intercome between C h i ~ ~ g o l l g  aad Am. 
racan, which are eeparatd mly by the river Np3t. 
wuld not be very agreeable eitber to the pride a ~ ,  
selfishness of the Birmese monarch. Nor wae.&; 
&glish governmebt blipd to the mbchievoas aaa- 
sequencee which might result &om its be& atlp-, 

harbour he fugitives of a nei&bawb$~ 
! ~ q t s  exertions, however, to prevent the 
tmuaace of the evil, W B F ~  of little avail 3 and ~y 
the year 1709, it ie calculated that marly ~ 1 6 f  
thirds of the entire population of Arrscan w e d  
established on large %mots of leed in Ckit"g0eg3.: 
w11ich had hithem lain waste md d m .  Tho ' 
jealousy and anger of the B k e a e  wae now deo- 
tually roused. They hoked upon th 
theit. s l a v e  I+y who& they had 
ed of actual property. An anny, 



Ltm tboaasnd men was e g c e d i  QFgsnlaed, ind( 
without much ceremony, ordered to mnch in pm+ 
mit of &e  runaways into Chittagong. He*, fai 
mme men&, an irregular system of warfare wat 

- arr ied en +st the new aettlers ; but perceivh 
ine; that its r e d t a  were in&tive, a letter, couch* 
ad in those haughty terms which the Birmeae ani 
so fsml of arrogating, waa a d h d  to the head 
BPagiatrata of Chittagong. I t  demmbd,  in 
m e  of the Birman Sovereign, teat the fvgitivea 
obould be given up by the Britieh ; and in caeb of 
refusal, an invasion wae threatened of a m o n  ex* 
tensive and formidable kind. To thii despatch it 
was of coruse armwered, that as tong sa the Bm 
lneae anny remained within the Britieh temtoq 
no negotiation could be entered into. The inpad. 
em however, a t  6mt refused t o  withdraw; h 
after having, with a good deal of courage, with* 
&ood tbe a t w k  of a Britieh h, >which was 
h d  to meet them, they, of their own aecordj 
repmad the frontier. 

Notwithatanding the determined feeling with 
which the B i e s e  asem to have been actuated, if 
dess not appear that our government in hdia felb 
itself &led upon to take my steps towards cow 
clllating them. On the contr~uy, it was resa2ped 
to give the Mughs a permanent and healthy settle- 
ment on the borders of Arracan, between the 
Ramoo river and the Nmf. Thin was probably 
done as a matter of sountl policy, and in the ex- 
pectation that the settlemrnt mould form a useful 
barrier between our po~sessions and those of their 
ene~r,ic.s, the Birmese. The reed@ however, dici 
not ansver the expectations. The Mu&, scmre<f 
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by dipoidl~ent, and still lang- to regain 
Cbe cmmtry of thew fmf i theq  which they felt 
hed been unjustly taken from them, instead of 
being content with the n a d  occupations of 
fal colonists, formed themeelvea into t r h a  of pre- 
datory maraudem, making continual i n d o n a  
into Armam, and noariehing, with invetem and 
hereditary d m ,  their hatred of the B i i .  
For several yesre, these struggles and desultory 
umte* being &ed on at a distanca from the 
reat of government, either of Am or Britiah In- 
dia, eeem not to have excited much attention. It 
i proper however to remark, thpt the Birmeae, 
hving been foiled in their attempt .to induce the 
Company to refuee an asylum to t b  expatriated 
Mnghs, always affected to hold it responaibfe for 
the injuries they sustained from their ~OE& iw 
m m n s .  

Paesing over an interval of some yeam, in whir$- 
affsirP went on in this maaner, without eny impor- 
tant results ensuing on either side, we find that, in 
181 1, some transactions took place which; as they 
paved the way fort othere d still more serious 
conseqnenee, &e worth recording. Among thoee 
who had been driven out of Arracan, and had 
taken refuge in Chittagong, was a man of some 
note, and not destitute of abilities, named ICing 
Berring. Having been deprived of considerable 
possessions in his own country, he natarally felt 
the harclship of his situation the more. Retain- 
ing, however, much of the influence he f6nner- 
ly possessed aver the Arracanese, he induced not 
.only s large body of Mughe, but also many of 
those who had w t  as yat left their country, but 
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who s e e d y  h a t d  the B i ,  to join him ia d 
general and weH concerted invasion of the wholo 
province of Arracan. He was so d; that 
in.a 8hol.t time the capital alone wns able to offer 
him any reektance. As the standard of what tEme 
b e s e  cousldered rebeHwn, had been openly 
emcted- in Chittagong, and IIB King Berring bad 
been residing for some time under British protec- 
tion, it WM natnraUy enough eondnded by tha 
Court of Ava, %hat hiu present proceedinge wen, 
waotenanced by our Government. Thie, how- 
ever, was by no lheane the am: and in order to 
mare  any mch impression, Captam Cunning wan 
ordered to procead ta Rangoon, and from thence, 
if he imw owuion, to timerapom, m order to 
entidy the Bmw Court that the insnrgent chief 
and hie follewm had acted, if not in expresa op- 
position to she commmde of the Bengal govern- 
tnent, at leae6withont ita eoncumme. * This mis- 
sion did not end altogather so favourably ae c* 
have been wished. The Binneee authorities a$ 
Rangoon, far from treating the British envoy with 
that respect to which the o5cial sitmation he held 
entitled him, seem to have thoaght that they 
were more lib17 to ingratiate thenmelvea with 
their sovereign, by eaeting npon him every powib1e 

' slight ahort of direct insult. Under these circmn- 
etaneee, Captain Canning did not think it prudent 
to venture fnrther into the interior, being well in- 
farmed that i t  wm the object of the government 
to keep him, if possible, ae a hostage, until tbe 
Company should hare consented to give up the 
insurgent Mugha Them txeaeheroue ckaigna he 
mtrWed to fmstmte, not without cormiddl6 



$ifficJty; Bud in 1812 be returned to Cdc~t& 
pithout havbg been able to alley the suspicions of 
the Birmese. 
. I n  the meag time, King Ber-ing had not  bee^ 
idle. He fought, however, with various revereen 
uf fortune, being one month at the head of a power- 
ful army, and the next an outlawed rebel, without 
p follower. When they who bad joined his s t d -  
pd were driven out of Afiocan, they i n d b l g  
$ought refuge in Chittagong ; and ha protectiun 
yhich seemed thus to be afforded the- in tbe 
Jbitirrh tenitoriea, so em@ the Binww, 
the Rajah of A m  officially anneunced Ids it\- 
tention of ovefiunning the cam&y with I@ arOay 
80,000 strong, unleaa all the principal bwr@~ta 
were given up. Our force on the front* at tbr 
time King exceedingly small, it sh ts. 
have recouxe to ~ e g o t b t i w ,  to pr-ent, ~f pa$- 
?iLle, the threatened attack. Befqre cply thing 
decisive, as to the c o w  our Gavamnant ~ h d  
pursue with respect to the r e f u w ,  hod been de- 
termined on, King Berring, who fer a while had 
been in cu~rcealment, itgain made &a ~ppumcs  
at the head of a considelable fqrce. He gave 
brittle to the Birmese, but w a ~  defeated, oad his 
adlierents again retired to  Chittagong. This &air 
only served to exasperate still more the Rajah of 
Arracan, who openly accwed the British of 8 

$reach of faith, a d  declared a wp ipevit.Ble. 
Our Government, however, was not ;e be m e m c d  
ihto submission. Its independent aad strictly 
honourable line of oonduct probbly prevented the 
matter from coming to the extremity it otherwise 
q ~ o d d  have reached. Towsrds the .end ef J18 



year 1812, King Berring, who had again taken 
the field, was attacked by a British detachment, , 

and defeated. This measure tended much to 
pacify the Birmeae ; and upon h e  suceeesion of 
the Earl of Moira to the government of India, 
every cause of cofnplaint which they m l d  poasibly 
have had a g a h t  ue was removed, by their being 

'dfowed to send small parties of their troops through 
our territories, in search of King Berring and hie 
partisane. For some time longer, that indefatig- 
able, bat unfortunate chief, contrived to set at de- 
fiance the united efforts of his enemies ; but b 
death, which took place in 1815, seemed to hold . 
out some hope of greater tranquillity. 

This hope, nevertheless, proved fallacions. The 
, Birmese had of late years been brought into more 

immediate contact with their British neighbours, 
and were not a little startled to find a power eata- 
blished on their frontiers, capable not only of re- 
dieting all their attacks, but even, should occasion 
require, of shaking from its security the very 
centre of their dominiom. Thie discovery cannot 
be supposed to have been very agreeable to tlre 
grasping and mspicioue Court of Am; and ac- 
cordingly we iind, that measures were veerlily 
krmed, upon an extensive scale, by which it wss 
hoped effkctnally to crush the prosperity and 
power of the Bengal government. Not only were 
active preparations carried on at home, but, under 
the pretence of collecting certain sscred Hindoo 
w'ritings, a mission was despatched to Calcutta, for 
the purpoee of exciting the upper province6 of 
Hindostan to unite with the Birrnese in a simd- 
tsneous declaration of war. In 1818, the ~arqnir  

x 2 



P"d .Bf R I M E  WAR. 

ef h h g e  ha8 certain inf~rm~bioa %ht xhe BLirr 
mew tnon8rch bad wwetly joined the Mabrate 
aonfdersey, whieh W, for its object, t .  en% 
&mi- of out Indian e m p k  To &rd the 
conrt of Ava some pretence for having remume, m 
ap~n boetilith, a letter wan teceiverl by the Go- 
v e m o r ~ n e r a l  in th July of that year, whieb, wq 
behalf of the king of Am, uuwefemoeiounly 6 
nwmded the &on of the province of ~~, 
h m o o ,  Moorehedabad, aad lhm, which wem 
henceforth to become dependen& of bhe Birmeae 
anpire. To Obis demand, d t k h  wna aMde tbmugh 
rhe medium of tbe RqSsh of Ramme, the 
vernor-general replied, by tt letter ts the vicemy 
a' Pegue, couched in the fdlowipg termo+-" 'Ilhat 
if the letter he had received, had redly be= writ- 
ten by order of the king of Avg him E X C B ~ ~  
hme&ed, that pemm so inoompetenc to fonn 
jmt. notion of the power of tbe British a e t k  ie 
En- s h d  hare been able to pIBctiee om the 
lang's jndgment ; that rmy hopes whick the king 
might have been inddeed to eetertaia, &at rhe 
British Government mukl be e m b d  by FOR, 

tests in etber q n w ,  wem entirely deksimp 
that we were indifkent te attack f m  the king 
of Am, further tl- as we aho~thl regard .with 
concern, the waste of lives in M quart 
re1 ; that his Excellency tntaed, however, rbot tbp 
king wmla perceive the fdly of the cow~allom 
r h o  would plunge him into a ealanriteue wws by 
which the cornmeroe of hio empire w-M be wholly 
dentroycd ; and that if, aa the Governor-general 
o d d  not but beliere, the mjab of RBmrae bad, 
frr stme unworthy purpsse of b own, s e s d  
*le tone of insolence and menace, exhibited in hin 



Ww,.rksoPlt rlYl ~ b b r i t y  of the Li.g, bs 
k t  o proad- u, calcpleted to breed B i  
rieds h e e n  two friendly etatea, would be vieik 
ed by the king with obe s e v e ~ e  clicfleaeure it 40- 
attved. ?' * 

Ths mjdd but decided tone of this enswer, om- 
bind wiJl the nnexpec&d event5 of the M h  
emteat, kepr be wnrt of Am quiet ; and in tbm 
o ~ ~ @ g  year (18i9), the death of the king, 
hdcnujee~raw, divorted still mere dwtuallp 
ha attantion for a &rt time from Britinh h i m  
~ p w ,  wwhose character ie no well de- 
aided by C h l  Symes, enjoy4 a long a d  
p s p e m m  reign ef thirty-sevm yeare; at the en& 
pf which ptsiod, amordine; to the idated etple of 
the Binnese popere, the i m m o d  kiffg;,. 
w d  with the fptigr~~p of reyaaty, went up tq 
+muse h h d f  in he aelestial r + o d  He wiw 
m t i m d d ,  not by his sen, arb, bring the p e r i d  
4 Cehel +nee' e d m w y ,  was the ldngy Tediea 
ev prieee 4, aad to whom Minrlerojee-praw is 
ssie to have been much attached, but who died 
befere hie fob, in conseque13~e af whida, lh 
paadaaa, the prhce'a son, be- bei to 

Hie c l d  however, were not unuan- 
-. The b r q h  of the late k i ,  ss ie not 
- 4 y  dse esse, when the Zaws of eucsession 
wa not 6rmly e a t a b W ,  beame his decided 
emmien. Bmt friliDg in t k i  machinations, the 
Pr6ws of Tongbe, whb l& family and many of 
bf h d e ,  wm execukd,ad the P r k  of Pxornq 

Extmc+ of a &qmta)r from Fort Wiiliaa, 17th MmL 
- WSQ, 
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whom daughter the new king bad menied, wm 
thmm into phon, where he died soon aRer- 
wards. On the 26 of November 1819, the Em- 
peror wan solemnly mwned at Avu - 

The object to which his attention wah finst dii 
rected, wna the reduction of the province of Caa- 
say, on the northern frontier of the empire. This 
tenitory hed been hitherto independent of Ava; 
but internal diiseneiom having arieen, and there 
Being two claimante for the m w n ,  one very na- 
earally naked the aeeietance of the Bi iese ,  and 
the other of the British. The former, ever wiiiing 
80 a d  themeelvm of any opporhinity for iitcream- 
ing their own inhence, marched an army into 
As-, and placed a Rajah of their own choosing; 
tributary to their coart, in the government. The 
Britiah, on the other hand, expressly reh~led to in- 
berfm in the int+rnsl aE&m of foreign stafee. It 
e m s  impoebible, however, for the Birmeee to 
come into contact with any foreign nation without 
speedily picking a qnsrrel with them. Haring 
gained poseeaeion of Aeaam, they found nothing 
beyond but the eaetern boundary of Bengal, and 
it waa not long before tbey manifeeted their deaird 
to uoee that boundary. The Rajah, who,had sought 
oar assistance, and who, as he maintained, had been 
unjustly driven from his b i i ~  though he could 
not prevail upon the Be@ goverilment to give 
him any active support, was nevertheless allowed, 
upon the principle of neutarrlig which it adopted, 
to transport p p o w d e r  and militmy stores through 
the British territories to Assem. This waa a uuf- 
ficient handle for the Court of Ava. Their ce)e- 
brated general Maha-Bandoola was sent to take' 
the eornmand of their military force in Amam, and, 
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rosn after his mid, it waa intimated to tbs &i- 
ti& loePl auhoritiw, that if the Ex-Rajah was al- 
1gw.d to remain in the Company's temto~iee, b 
would be taken thence by force. The oonciliatiag 
m a e r ,  however, mmh by the Compeny, encs 
prone bail cbe affect of delaying an open ruptant; 
lnrtl the war wLi& tbe BirrP.n em- wae at.th. 
time umying en a p k t  bia hereditary emelaim 
Je SLmeM, e n g r a d  probably the greater psrt 
a f  his o~ention. The year 1822, therefore, possed 
over witboUt any acta of hoetility on either i d 6  
EMmqus~t events, however, speedily . b d  thol 
the pat io  and d g  dinpitien swbced by 
the Company only tended to increase the ineoleaee 
1Pd h p d y  of the Birmera. 
k 1823, rrriwr rate of #n were eye 

pmacklly committed. Severel of om Mugh 
mbje- w r e  attacked and k i d  on bead 
their o m  barte intbeHaafri~er;rrnd a prty 
of tbe Company's elephant huntere wem taken 
fn,m withi. tbs Brit* h ' ias  and carri- 
ed piwarm to A n w u ~  Even the& W t i n g  

rmgbt haw been overlooked ; but M attaclc 
paaJe upon tee Britkh gesrd. in tbe bland of SBu- 
w e e  '~111 of a #till mom k o u a  kind, a d  could 
be w d e d  in no other ly# than as an eqlieir 
dedez~tion of ~~d hoetility. We bad r e  
tained the muimputed peseession of thia i s W  for 
m y  yeam, and no- but a detenminatien te 
fm as into a w u  wuld Lave mggmted the at- 
tetnpt tb m t  it from ae. The a w k  was made 
cm the Z4th of hptagber, by a body of nix haR- 
JFed Arrsasase Poops, who killed 4 rounded 

of tnu soldiers, upon whom tseg oame al- 
tqgerber unexpotdy. T h q  w r q  however, 
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lrpeedily reinforced, and the enemy was d r h a  
out of the isknd. A &onstaxwe was also im- 
mediately addressed to the Court of Ameaapoora, 
but no answer wae deigned to be retuned. The 
Governor-general now became a m  that 
was but one lime of conduct left for him to follw; 
md that further forbearance on hie part a& 
have been attributed to pueWlmity, and dm- 
tag6 taken of it accordingly. On the fifth of 
lI+-ch, therefore, 18241, an etBcial decianttion of 
war wae issued by the Governr~ent of Pert Wi), 
liam-chamcbri5ed not more strongly by ita $em- 
perate h e e e ,  than by its Britinh fronknaas and 
honesty. 

Thie step excited, ae ivae to be expected, ns 
inconsiderable seneation throughout our 
dons in British India, aa well as in thie country4 
m soon as tbe amwa arrived. It arae at Cak 
cutta, however, from itr vicinity to tbe Chi- 
gong frontier, that ita importanm waa prk ipb  
ly felt. It wae known there thst one of the B i r  
mise generala had already * 8nn- 
ed his intentio~ of ULing tbe torn, 
pepratwy to lib mmdr to EngW It w 
destined, however, that ere long tbe srragrnoe of 
this haughty nation ebukl be effectaally csmed. 
'rhe opened with d t a y  opesations on the 
frontiers of Sylhet and Chittagong, to both of 
which districts troop were speedily d. It 
was in Sylhet and Asaam that d a b  of great@ 
consequence took place. Our troops there were 
under tbe command of ~wor Newton, who, in 
several engogementa with the far superior f m  
of the Binneee, gained decisive dvautsgea aver 
them. Tho jirst s u m  obtained by the enemy 



ras in en &r wbih took place at Doodpatleg 
after Colonel Bowen hed arrived to the aseistan~e 
of Major Newton with a f o m  from Dacca. The 
Birmese, aorarmthg to about 2060, had, &cord- 
hag to their invarhble mtom, stockaded themselves 
with u n d  strength and care, and fought," says 
Cdonel Bowen, '' with a bravery and obstinby 
which I had never witnmed in any troops." The 
aotion lasted from early in the day till night-Mt, 
when the Britieh were obliged to retire with a se- 
vere low. The Binnese, however, also suffered 
much ; and soon after, evacuating their stockades, 
d in the directioa of A m .  

Fresh tmp were sent into Asssm under the 
commend of Colonel MLMorine, who, by the lat- 
ter end of Mamh, had penetrated ae fsr as Gowa- 
hsti. The Birmeoe government finding it neces- 
sary td macantrate their force in another quarter, 
withdrew the greater part of their troops from 
Assam, and left th lonei  MCMorine in quiet pos- 
a d o n  of the m m ~ .  In Chittagong, in the 
meantime, affairs were going on lees successfully. 
Captain Noton held the chief command on thii 
frontier, but an error seems to have been commit- 
ted in i nmt ing  too few men to his charge. The 
small corps he commanded was attacked hi May 
by a powerful body of Birmese, and totally de- 
hated, Captain Noton and most of his brother of- 
ficer~ being slain in the engagement. The alarm 
speedily reached C h t t a ,  before which it was 
imsgined the Birmese would instantly make their 
appearanoa, there being no intermediate force to 
oppose their advance. i n  this emergacy, the 
Enropean inhabitants formed themeelves into a' 
militia, and a large proportion of the crew of tho 



Cotnptiny's &ips w&a haded ~~ ia 
the town. But the psnic wm dkuwd tm 
bd greater tban ths occseion v@d. The ivb& 
dy did not th* af sppdchiag e m  etep mmvm 
t b  Ram&, w k ,  for ashne, (hey )sok up &ii 
hd-q~ertcfi. 3 7 q  

While them e m  were p a h g  en the wnhd 
em frbntiem of the Binnan empLe, a p h  ww 
matured by the Beggal g o v ~ t ,  the m o m  
o f w b i i h w a o t v & & a n e n t h ~ m t b e ~  
wres of the present war. Hitherto, we hod* 
aetmg plindplly m the dekmip8~ but it  PI ntm 
eessary, considering the snamp we had to dah 
with, tb make L a leading ahjeat neb -re to re- 
pel aggrewion, than to humble ~ a g a n o e  d intis 
midete h l - M ~ a ~ .  It wba meammy te shorn 
the B i i e a e  that we d d  not mlp eadwe, .kt 
Miat ;-that m we wa-0 net 4 7  ?.oes8d kt@ 
snget, so our anim&y vps only the &ore kfd 
when it at length W e  forth. The msrsure nbiek 
wm about to be d e d  into effect ,war that of rles-, 
patehing 8 comidemMe f m x  by sea to make 8: - 
deecent upon some pt of the tnemy'~ cxuwt+ w h ,  
pbably  4 e v i s i ~ h  m a  BIZ& l i e  e x p w t d  
The force destined for his important expedition; 
was supplied by the two ~ ~ i e e  d Bengs;l. 
and Madros ; and, when uoited wre p* undex* 
the command of Brigadie-ral *Sir A r c w t j  
(iompbell. The piam of rendexsow waa t4e pcuft. 
d-Cornwallis, in the An- kda~&, where t8e: 
t&p rrivwf by tbe 3d *E May 1824. Fmm, 
theua 6ir M d  CmpbeU soiled os tbe 5&,. 
&t fm.flogeoa, detwhiqpw ppr)ef hie fwx, * B l i g ~ l k  =Re+$ agehet the Island; of, 
C h d u w  and mother untler Major Wahab aglolnst 
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tb IsW of N& On the 10th the k t  an- 
cborad in the Rangoon River, and on the follow- 
iiag moghg milad up to the town, in order of at- * ~eoeivhg liAe or no rno1eetpt;op by the way. 
, The Birmeae at Rangoon seem to have been 
taken completely by wrpriee ; and, w b d  the new8 
of the Prrival of a British fleet spread over the 
coontry, nothing cwld exceed the wonderitlg c9n- 
@em&en of the inhabitants. In w b v e r  virtues, 
however, the Biiese  may be deficient, certainly 
errrv~gie is not of tbe number; snd ae soon as 
%L first emetions of aptonkhment harl subsided, 
tbey prepared at all luuardm for a resolute, and, 
in -this instmce, we ought perhaps to my, pa- 
triotic deface. Perceiving their feebleness, an3 
b k g  not ea yet eufkiently aware oE their hardi- 
heod and folly, the British commander humenely 
forbore opening a fine upon the town, in a p e d -  
tian that ite gOV8nWr would o& him wme term 
of capitpktion. But it wps goon diecovered that 
w each intention wxm entertained. A feeble and 
ill-di-d h e  wss commenced upon the stups 
from a sixteen--battery, which was ia a very 
s841.t time e5kctually eilencd. The troops were 
then ordered into the boa@ to effect a landing, md 
in lese than twenty minutes the British flag war 
seen e i n g  in the town, without the loss of a sin- 
gle life, or the discbarge of a single musket. I t  
waa only the houeea of Rangoan, however, that 
were thus got poesession of. The inbabitante had 
dl b e u e n  themselves IKJ the jungles in the neigh- 
burhoed, and our troops found nothing but a wl- 
leetion of empty habitatiow to ref& themaelves 
in after their fatigues. The quantity of o r d m  
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&ptured wan .inde& &it'& gmed 
of a very idpeded desedp&~ %'b Ielands do 
Chctnba and Negrsie fe8 iato our'hrmdemnsb 
h t  the same time; &bug8 nbt withotit al 
spirited opposition on the part of the inbabhug 
of both. I 

The pro~pects d ant little amp, q q  
in Rangoon, were any thing h'tbconreging. Tim 
tarpn was empty, in tha moat fitera1 eenseeF dm 
word. Every attempt to eatrrbtmh any intmmmm 
drfth the native Birrnee, forjthe ptajme of ob 
w i n g  provisions, was ftnmd * be hi t less .  Tbe 
rsiny'season nas ju$t. iq *hi& in Errtern 
climata is alwap p e c h l i i  nnherhhy to -Emo- 
pean constitutions ; and, aa far as any aecolate in- 
fmation cbdd be prmmd, ic; - ascerbbd 
that hie golden-footd Majesty wm making prepe 
ratione, on -the m t  *ieent scale, to  ewe^ 

the tiice of the earth aritb an inniAnersble haat, 
and to f i v e  back the &Id fole;gOem into the 
f h m  whence theycame. " T o  add atill fiuther to 
d ~ e  discamtbrt of Sir Arcbibald Catnpbell'e sitah- 
tion, e w e  disagreements unfortunately taok plam 
between the nnval a d  land f o m s  I t  had bean 
-d, it i true, thst the mere captnre of Raa- 
goon, together with the two other maritime poe- 
sessians of the Birrnese, already alluded to, wodd 
hsve pmdned ~ u c h  an effect on the Court of Aw, 
that terms of pewa wodd have been immediately 
proporred. Nothing, howtver, was forther fram' 
the intentions ef that pronfComt : and mbeequent 
eventa proved, that though the Bhmese may be 
besten, they wil l  die' rather than confess they bave 
besa BO. . 

&Comm~~der-in-chid, therefore, finiling that, 



anyet. PD- t w m ~ ~ a d p ~ a e d f r a m &  
aucceee, a d  -,.an tbp.dmost iw 
p n e t m b h  jaagles which aroupd l$angoos were 
mpidy wag; with troope froq d l  fluartera, 4- 
+nimbly akiued in every species of debultory w q -  
fare, and prepared to drive 11im either once morp 
.into.hir a&pp) ,or, if he dpugbt of adwcing, to 
&pqta evmy mch of groond with him, aapr tbe 
neawity 4 ha* recourse immediately ta bold 
a a d ~ r r s ~  His first object waa, tg 
aac&~& tee paibility of obtaining a wfficiw$ 
numben of boats, manned by skilful,pilots, to coa; 
vsp s coneirle&le part of &is f o w  pp. the IF- 
d d y .  % riwm mag be eet d o w  as the greqt 
high road of the B i i a n  empire. Indeed all tbg 
. b 1 d g e  ~ ~ h i c b  we posoeas of that wYP~~JI,  wm 
pthered by Cplooel Symea, 4 our othgr ~ n p e ~ r t ,  
npon its baala. It. runs from d to.,wutb 
.thugla tbe wide ef 'tbe kingdam of Ava ; and !tp 
.it3 alone is ta k stttibated tBe intarnal ccvruseFQsl 
.pr'oeperity of the empire. Every aillage sn i$a 
+anks is obliged to foraieh o w  or more --boa@ 
canying from forty to fifty men each ; aod of th* 
,hiR Majeaty ean master, on tbe 8 h w a t  d c e ,  
&r or h e  hodred. , .An imppmbn a m ,  40 
,have beea en@- by pur Indian govemmeqt, 
.that, from the spipt of dieastisfection which thy  
mpposed mmt n&ewdly ex& in the &da qf 
many of the inhabitsnte, against the tyranoy qf 
atheir despotic mpnarch, they wmid be fouud, ip 
numemua instanma, willing to. give all the aid ip 
dieir 'podPer to the B&ah. It. wae d l e c t e d ,  
besides, Rangeon wae a tom uf P e ~ l l g  ow 
of the conquered provincea'of the B i  empire, 
and that, for a bog peiiod of yews, th mpst deter- 
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n i ~ t t m ~ ~ ~ ~ b e t n a e q t b s ~ l i n o m m ~  
tsiee. There w m  prrhape n* irrationdly sen- 
pine in the ltOpes d t h  tkeec wmkhitio~)~ gem 
rise to, but thy were entirdy fsilacioue. Wbus 
ever camplsints the Birmeae d & t  have s m q  
themselvee against their gmernment, and howew 
severely the Pepem might w&ue h feel the 
mbjection into which they had been redaced fro& 
a &ate of independence, yet, like the p p k  of an- 
ci& Oreece, at the appermmce of a wmon - 
all cansea of internal k n e i o n  we& for@& 
ten. Not a single boatman aequaihted with tho 
navigation of the h m s d d y  wae ba be w; 
sod whether in~pired witb k or ptxbtism, but 
one desire was manifested, from the sbrooe ta the 
hovel, to &an all inkm%ume with the Eq@sh. 
It w d d  probaMy alrc, have been dsngeroua to 
bsve vhntured fsr up the I d d y ,  d e a e  the w- 
ophstim af a Imd force d d  have been dep& 
.cl vn ; and before that eonld be tbe case, it wanld 
be neceeasrp to clear the way by some hard fight- 
ing. The design, therefore, was far the p r e e  
abandoned. 

In tbe meanwhile, the rainy sewoh set in wltb 
dl% attendnnt epils. The rain fell in such qhan- 
thy, that it wan impossible for our troope a keep 
the &M, and act upon a regular system. Harae- 
sed, too, by wntiaaal incursions of the enemy, 
thatelled with an appr6aching famine, a d  re& 
ctd by an epidemic, which broke out ammgrlt 
them, to a state of the greatest debility, it seemed 
almost impossible for them to achieve any thing af 
importance. Neither the heetility, however, of the 
b ~ ,  nor of tbe climate, eoukl eabdne British 
CePrege. For six.moathe, from May till Decem- 



w-therel;g -*r$i*arl&.mpp-r*f frlbw- 
k them, depended, wt ,lr d r d n  jhc kiemicba 
d&tqe &in aation,o~ontbacay- 
r i P u e d ~ w g e n d  &ill d k b  B e  
* ~ o f c o n r ~ ~ . ~ t ~ ~ a s r n  
&meed a. few m i k  out oE- +k cbe p- 
porn &herot-- tho alarghrnapnai .  
tiop tbephed &on apj ,at. of guhiugt pdscerih 
a f ~ p o r t ~ ~ r o f j m p b ~ , d b  
out being dm& s p ~ e  of d i e -  our object. Bh 
tcaboea)~~a& hedbaaa.medg tho 
~ r s p e r s  sawrsbeacd 4tore@& biaraly h n i  
tb&,Btoahwleehieta&*e% lRhlmv- = 
.knew we I 4  ~ t t b e m p ~ ~ ~ ~ M B k f s P q e  
tcl , hllpw. ~JMat~p ,rmm@am d~rbiii bcri#ar 
t&,plaee, in&& detrib-of ad3iE4rit~ismuwucs- 
oerybrartamtar. tliPbOlt.aamolletofiane~ 
two ef the m& remarkalele will enflics.me.8tl- 
* ~ o n 0 C ~ 5 w h e l o . f  , I  . . I 
an& 28th8f ~ay; the&it i sh .& ~i 

t r o a p s ~ i i a t o m s r r & f ~ h , f r a t ~  & 
Atehibold Chpbsllr Ad &So- ob-t f i ~ d  oib 
up tbe Jhgwn &cw,t and fe*nd t.lm en- bul 
t a k  a,psitiop intom or We ma@medndeg& 
k k e d  on both .ides by a jud& C d d e h t &  
tbe emngth ef tbeia s i M ~  h e y  d v e d ~ h h o  
Bkitiah with i d i d  and m k  d qc Co~rret~waae l!' 
A b v y  &re was tirnPaedimk4y m i n c e d  ruph 
culr tJmpJ, s,,wbsse faash- h a v i n g ~ i W  fmm 
., 1 ,  L 1 I . , .  i 1 Y J ~ - L I  d> IIdHl . a  T ~ . A  



saia;. -7- 
them to clae without iota of.* Tbe 8- 

wem ahaptha unable towiebrtlnd tLsvidLeae 
of ollrchrgat bat, mhntinlse they w e m i  Uir 
own m~mpmeut, smd .&rotan inta b r e ~ ~ l e  

.&ion by the bpetu&ty of our attack, tllc~lr 
only alternetbe wna tlo70011tinue fiqhtinq with (Ips- .= rendation until .they were cut to pieces. 

MscQletomed to give, they (lid not expect 
-, and in df-d&bce+ therefore, our soldiers 

. were m l y  able to disregard the clic- 
tatm of hummby. E k i n g  taken pamemk*of 

thevillagem, inahichabautrM)8Bkrwseleettlmir . Jiveg Sir M l m k l  , m c a d d ,  hie troopt~ . t ~  
.Hurgmn. 1 

.808nefra& a f i i j r ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~ ; g r * m  
l t b e B ) ' i m p ,  amkpdoanoeof-q#athg 
,8  b& kmselibp, lcmlf riLbltb8.risa of 
: +ng t h e  for the m p i n s  Bodg~d ~tbs (~eap. to 
-strengthen huehas- lnaEh crepdbla~~. tgwo-  
mindbe, ~ ~ ~ m i l e e a b o v e R ~ ,  on 
.n eleoated,sitrution, d&.a thick hat in h taw. 
Thepwereintkndedperhapetomtabo ae+;stt~d 
repert upon the condition and spnibdlthe British , 

army. Whatever w a ~  t k  object d i n g  as&- 
f k t q  waa propmed by tbsla ia the inteaview 
tbey had with our crrarmimion~~b. Detemined to 
convkca the Bkmem that we raaa to be 
Idled into a trenchroue s d t y ,  our C-r7 
on the meruing of t b  day dbr fheirdqktum, 
(10th June), erdered a gened sdolramt upon 
Kemmiadine. The d r ~ a ~  not. left rntkqxtd. 
About half wsra scrmg stockade raa eemm it, * hitIeaa attempt to B e f e n d ~ M  c a  th EW+ 
'my *o huudmd men. Tlw being &are& 
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the column again moved forward, consisting of a- 
bout 3000 men, and by nicht-fall the troops had 
taken their position in many places within a 
hundred yards of where the enemy was posted. 
A t  daybreak on the following day, firing eom- 
menced, which tlpon our part, in less than two 
hours, producetl a very visible breach in their forti- 
fications. This, topether with the recollection 
of their di~comfiture the day before, operated RO 

powerfully on the Birmese, that notwithstanding 
the utill existing strenqth of their stockade they 
thought proper quietly to evacuate the place dur- 
ing the cannonade. I t  wm this facility of securing 
a retreat, assistetl as they were by the chain of 
posts which they occupied, and the thickness of 
the surrounding jungle, that particularly annoyed 

o u r  troops, who, just in the very moment of victory, 
.constantly found that their enemy had slippecl as i t  
-were from between their very fingers. The object, 
.however, which Sir Archibald Campbell hat1 in view 
in making this attack, was fully arcomplirhed. A 
terror of the British anns began to pervade the coun- 
try; and, in the course of a few d a y ,  every stockade 
in the immediate vicinity of Rangoon was aban- 
donetl. In this, as well as in all his other expe- 
clitions on the banks of the river, the Commander- 
in-chief received most effective and valuable as- 
ristance from the co-operation of the naval part of 
his force. 

A,short c~ssation from active hostilities took 
place, after the &air of Kemmindine ; but both 
parties were preparing to renew operations with 
increased vigour. A reinforcement m~ived a t  
Han~oon from ~Madrrts ; and the detachrnenta 
which had taken pmmsnion of Cheduba and Ne- 



..gnis, lwtumd Wy.mcw,tDe--y,  
rpow a@ deal w e & e d  &WP~~~QBS*:-  
Xbe Bieqe, on the* part, w e ~ e  net idle* ,Thsk 
fMmw gengraba & i  hiled itl*win$. "ttbe wild 
f9reigaem, into 9 e  w'' lrad f d b  APW Biagrsgg 
$PC1 were eucceeded, by p w i o r  d b r  4 soew, ' 
xqnbStige, ,who h u g b t  wilh ; hima o o n ~ e d b  m. of kt& tpoogs. His object net ~ao 
much a meet the British in opes,dightr aa t a b  
them ia wit&n a litnited mace, and 
iwitb a pc- system of dwultoty w&mt~Zh 
suob prmeedings, it WM lof CQW wt OW iuuwt 
quietly to submit ;, ~ ~ ~ Q I M W & ~ ~ ~ , , V O E ; Q W . ~  
di thw wene wkm&w,Epr ,tb,pllfpoae sf hm&= 
~ IB ,  thou& the OoF3w ebich tBe enemy. wo&+ 
$etu@bgtpEpraas je, Z n o p s o f . h M m  "P etmkadee wq43 *PI ~ r p s  dpy, 14P&%wm- 
nerd, with ~y o h  eqjefe d~roak, w e p a t w .  

.Still, however, no- tboughbef  em 
tertaiued Iry the Binaeee ; and it. -- & 
dent, tbat whatever sucresses were gaipdmbag 
as our operatiom were ,wnfineJ t a . h  -, 
b a d  of Rangow, nQ effect wuld be pr&dum&Ay, 
thsrs OP the Cuurt of A*& Unp~opiddr& 
fwp, gs Sir Archibald Campbell W-, w i t h t h  
means, gf advaocipg, into tbe +pior, :he rtlsolvd 
&p have xecotll;oe to the only ~ t h ~  .&l&mative l& 
him, whicb TOS $0 istimi* &e Dinnew &I 
further, by the capture of wtqe af theii. twuthrb 
&time poesesoians. An e+tion w~e, Cttod 
out fgr ?hie purpee& under the oomme~d of Lieu- 
mast ColowL Milee,, w b ,  in the c1)w-w aft & *, 
wontha ma& hi& w t e r  of Tavey, Mesgoa 
wJ, T-eriq seaports of ~ u c h  im(tortwqa Q& 
*IJQ w, shores pf the @e. t i  ..z a- 



l'we ef the king's bratsCrs, tbe p d &  of Tmg- 
hoo and S a r a d y ,  new took the command of 
the army. The on6 6xed his head-qusrtere at Pe- 
gue, and the other at DonooBew, both at a eon- 
siclerrble dietante from Rangoon. Along with them 
came a body of a$dogers, who were most proba- 
Bly kept in pay by the Binaeee govenmerrt,' un 
mdbl enginea by which to act on the sujmutirim 
of the people ; and likewise a party of tmops, d- 
l& the King's Invatnmblerr, from the belief en- 
terteined, or aff&td to be e n t e d m d ,  both by 
themseld and their countrymen, tbat tbe fire of 
an enemy could not injure them. Notwithstand- 
ing the extensive nature of their p r ~ t i o n e ,  how- 
ever, and the confidence they expreaeed in their 
owh mccese, the opemtio of t'hil new armament 3 ended as dis&tiondy as t me of any whieh had 
preceded it. I&ti?sd of geining any advantage 
over the Brisieh, they were invariably driven back 
with cmiderable h e ,  ~ E I  & aa they attempted 
to apprmh oar encampments. Yet it ie not to 
be denied or concealed, that the Birmeee are no 
contemptible antagoniets: they are constitution- 
slly brave, they are trained to arms from their 
cradle, and there is a persevedng obetinacy in the* 
style 6i fighting, whieh, withtroops less perfectly die- 
eiplined than those of Ehghd ,  woaM have every 
chance of bemg ultimately crowned with wecees. 

But the golden-foated Monarch of Ava had 
found out, at leneh, that, h m e r  he might at 
first have Bffeeted to deapise the wmall army which 
had taken passession of Rangoon, 600 miles die- 
t ~ n t  from hie capital, it waa more than a mateh for 
the beat generala he could send against it, followed 
by tboumnde of hie famurite troops. He ww tbe 
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wceesity, dretefore, of @U&g hia en+ b r  a 
yet more powerful effort. . His. ~ Q F C ~ B ,  foue& 
were ~QO much rrt2attwed ; he was oos~vincd th& 
he wea wmptiqg to do too mch at once, 
recalled, therefore, the arm& he bnd sant in& 
Aeeam end Armcan ; and, e ~ n b a t i n g  the whole 
military power 06 his kiagcl~m, be gave tbe m$Ls 
command to M& BMdoola, whom we bave bad 
aecasion to meption *I-, ond whose q t i ~ n ,  
froin his p a r u  s u m  over the British in (a- 
m, stood ermdingly high. Bandooh, . ~ s  WB 
have ah-eady dated,  hsd advanced to Rrmao, 
&re be WIM probsbly d n g  prepadom far ap 
expedition into Ben@ ; and it ie not unlikelpthab 
he found it exceedingly disagreeable W be- 
sd fiwl hLr dreem qf future v i ~ r y ,  hp being 
recalled to claEe$d his bwm owntry f n w  insm&m. 
#His retreat from Ramoq tad euhsequent 
rho+ Arraosn, (whicdl in the midat, as it ww+ df 
dm rainy Beaeon, must bave been a pedb$l]trm- 
&OIZO one), rblie~ed the inbabiteats of. G w  
5rOgl coneiderable anxiety ; an4 a b d y  sfternad, 
&led sol, troops in th& qtlartertio advance with 
,lit& opposition into the very intyim I$< 
*king possessien of the eapital itself. 
As aooa tia Rlrrbs B~'daeIs,arrived at Ava, 

every honaur a d  aLntibn 8 w a ~  co&md tlpoB 
him lq- his eorereign 9 and, Bfter s &on delay iu 
tbe capital, he & out for DolZoobew, acdomganied 
by a I q e  fleet .of war-boats, 1 whieh carried cle* 
the river strong reiruforcan)ents of men and miba 
taFy star& We were not, bdwever, q x p a r o i d  
to receive these new enemies ; and s o m e o v ~ ~  
of a hiendly nature, whih we bad a short time be- 
fare wceived saa3 the Siemeoe, tended to t~ 
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us with additional confidenca. Ae ir wai elao 
clearly foreseen, that an advance towanis the cay 
pita1 of the empira would be nmeseary before wq 
~ u l d  expect tr, intimidate the B i  d 
bto  a desire for peace, 500  natioe artisans had 
been sent to Rangoon from Chittagong, who wery 
busily employed in prepsuing boqts to canvey ouq 
troops up the Imwddy. The arrival, l h w b u q  of 
several battalione of British and native infantry, ae 
well as of some troops of cavalry, added q i & r :  
ably to our numerical and actual force. Toward# 
tbe end of November, the largeat snd best aPi 
pointed army which the Birman government hwl 
yet sent into the field, marched dowp from Donoq 
bew, and mule their appearance in the neighhour- 
hood 06 Ran-, with the intention ef driving ue 
first from our position at  Kemmindine, and then 
of forcipg the ecattmed mmaina of our army 
to eeek for addy in their dips. The name of the 
Commander-in-cBief, Bmdoola,'w~ in ibelf a toww 
of strength ; m d  there was not probably a B i a n  
h t o  w h ~ e  imagination the thought ever for q 
moment entered, bt t h  invincible leader d d ,  
by any pmaibility, be unsucoessfd. 

Both.armies met for the &st time on the 1st of 
&ce&er; and as the particdam of their first en? 
gagimmnt, where ao. mach talen5 wpe &played on  
both sides, cannot fail %o be read with intereat, we 
shall make no apology for introducing in thii place 
an ertlact from the Lmdon Gazette Extraordinary 
of April %. 1825,-consieting of 

Cap7 of n Lew from Brigadier-Gened Sir A. 
Cam belt, K. C. B., to George Swinton, Esq., dated 
~6e~:Quarters, Rangoon, 9th December 18% 

1 u Ku,-The long-threatened, and, en my part, no less 
uxiously wished for event, has at length taken plux. 
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bdrhq Buwbdq said to !w accotnpied by t # ~  P r q  of 
Tongho and Sarawuddy, appeared in front bf'rnj-p& & 
on the rnottlingof the 1st instant, at the hesd&ebab& 
united force of the Biknsn empire, amountirig, vpdn W& 
m a t  moderate calculation, to from fifty to 

chains to grace the triumph of the Golden 
it has p l e d  God to expose the vanity of his idle thres(g 
and crown the heroic efforts of my gallant little army witb 
P most complete and signal victory. 
'' The enemy had assembled his forces in the hea 

jungle in our front, dunng the night of the 30th u l ~  ; any 
being well a- of his near approach, I bad previoubly 
made eveiy necessary arrangement for his reception, in 
whatever way he might think proper to leave his impervi- 
ous camp. The absence of Lieutenant Colonel Godwin 
at Martaban, hnd of a strong detachment under Liuten- 
ant-Colonel W e t ,  which I had sent to display the Bri .  
tish flag in the ancient capital of Pegue, had much weaken- 
ed my force; but I had been too long familiar with the 
resolute &lution of Brih'sh troops, to ha& felt ad7 I*' 
gret tlut fbrtune had & e n  me anopportunity bfcantend- 
k g  wit11 Bandods a d  his Pormidnble legion+ even under 
~ircumatPnces of temporary dissdtantage. 

U Early in the mornit~g of the 1st inst., the enemf 
mmmenked his operatibns by a smart attack upm o m  post 
at  Kmminclhe, commanded by MhjQr Yaws, a d  pry 
r i d  by tbe 26th Madran Native Infantry, 4 t h  a de- 
tachment of the Madras European Regiment, suppork% 
on the river by as stro a naval force as could be spared. 
As the day lwcame lGt, it  diwover$d numerous, and, 
rpparontly, fomddablerns~es of the advancing enemy is- 
suing from the jungle, and moving, at some distance, upon 
both our flanks, for the purpose of surrounding us, which 
1 allowed them to e&ct without interruptioxt, leaving US 

~ ' y  the natrowchannet of the Rangoon d v a  unoeeapied 
in our rear. 
" Bandoola had now fully exposed to me his plur of 

Opemtions, and my own resolution was instantly adopted 
of allowing, and even encouraging him to bring forrh his 
means and resources h m  the jungle to tbe morm 0- 
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country on hi5 left, where I knew I @ .t.w thee 
&nd him to Advantage. 

66 The right corps of the Birmese army had croased to the 
Dallah side of the Rangoon river, and in the course of the 
morn$@; was observed in several divisions crossing the 
plai~r towards the site of the rujned village of Dalla, where 
it took post in the neighbouring jungle, sending on a di- 
<=ion to occupy the almost inaccessible ground on the 
bank of the river, and from which they soon opened a dis-, 
cant fire upon the shipping. Another division immediate- 
1) took mound in front of Kemmindine, and for six suc- 
cessive jays tried in vain every effort that hope of succese 
and dread of failure could call forth, to drive th8 brave 
96th and a handful of Europeans from thig post, while 
tremendous fire-rafts, and crowds of war-boats, were every 
dqy employed in the equally vain endeavour to drive the 
sh~pplng from their station off the place. 

r1  T l ~ e  enemy's right wing and centre occupied a range 
of hills immetliately in front of the great Dagon pagoda, 
covered with so thick a forest as to be impepetrable to aU 
but Uirman troops, and their left extended nearly two 
miles further, along a lower and mare open ridge to the 
village of Puzendoon, where tbeir extreme left rqted. They 
were no sooner thus placed in position, than musk* .nd 
spears were laid aside for the pickaxe and shovel, and iw 
an incredibly shorl spare of time every part of their line 
out of the jungle was btrongly and judiciously entrenchd 

I n  the afternoon of the ]st, 1 observed an opportuni 
ty of attacking the enemy's left to advantage, and ordered 
Major Sale, with 4n0 men from the 13th LigLt Infentry, 
and 18th Madras Native Infantry, uuder Major Dennie 
of the fonper, and Captain Ross of the latter corps, to 
move forward to the point I had selected, and I never 
witnessed a more dashing charge than was made on tkia 
occasion by his Majesty'b 13tl1, while the 18th Native In- 
fantry followed their example with a spirit that did them 
. honwu, carrying all oppositioll before them. Ttrey burst 
thrnugh the eotxenchments. carrying dismay and terror ie- 
to the enemy's ranks, great numbers of whom were slain, 
and +e party r e t y r d  louded with arms stpndards, and 
ether trophies. Having correctly ascertained ewry thing 
I requited, I pow, as I originally determined, abtaiued 
-, VOL. 11. Z 

. - 
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from giving .ny-daus Interruption to the ind&bf&u' 
labour of the opposing army, patiently waiting untd saw 
the whole of their material fully brought fotward and with-. 
in my reach, About sunset in the evening, a cloud of 
nkitmishers were pushed forward close under the north- 
&t angle of the pagoda, who, taking advantage of the 
many pagodas Bnd strong ground on our front, commene 
rul a herassingand galling fire up011 the works. I at once 
saw we should suffer fiom their fire, if not dislodged, 
therefore ordered two companies of the 38th regiment, 
w d e r  Captain Paper (an officer I have oRen had occasion 
to mention), to advance and drive them back. Were it 
permitted, on such an occasion, to dwell upon the enthu- 
sinstid spirit of my troops, I would feel a pieasure in re- 
ebufiting'tbe bnkt  of rapture that followed every order to 
advance against their audncious foe; but it is sufficient te 
remark, that the conduct of these two companies was most 
dlln imous. They quickly gained their point, and fully 
e t e 3  *) to the chanoter they have ever suv.inec$ d i  
dnglight, on the morning of the 2d, finding the ene- 
my bad very mncb encroached during the night, and had 
entrenched a height in front of the north gate of the pa-, 

!e a, which gave them an enfiladiog fire upon part of our. 
e, I directed Captain Wilson, of the 38th regiment, 

with Wo companies of that corps, and one hundred meq 
d the 28th Madras Native Infantry, to drive them from 
the hill. No order was ever more rapidly or handsomely 
obeyed. The brave Sepoyq vying with their British corn, 
rades in forward gallantry, allowed the appalled Birmese 
no time to rally, but drove them from one breast-work to 
another, fighting them in the very holes they had dug 
finally to prove their graves. 

" I n  the course of this day, Colonel Mallett's detach-, 
p e n t  returned from Pegue, having found Lhe old city 
completely deserted, and gave me the additional means od 
attacking the enemy the moment the time amved. 

" During the 3d and 4th, the enemy carried on his 1& 
b u r s  with indefatigable industry ; and but for the inimik 
able practice of our artillery, commanded by Captain 
Munay, in the absence, frum indiqmsition, of LieutenantT 
Colonel Hopkinwn, u e  mu,t have Iwen severely annoyed 
by the incehsaill fire f ~ o m  Itis trencl~es. 

'' 'I'hc attacLs upwi klv~nn~~ndine continued with un- 
ab*ting violellre ; but the ut~)ield~ngsp~ri t  O$ Major Yaks 
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m d  his steady tro- although exhauded with htigue and - 
want of rest, baaed every attempt on shore; while Cap, 
g i n  Rpw, with his Majesty's sloop Sopltio, the Honour- 
able Company's cruizer Teignmouth, nnd some flotiUa and 
row gun-bats, nobly maintained the long-eatablisbed 
fame of the British navy, in defending the pansage of the 
river against the most furious assaults of the enemy% 
war-boats, advancing under cover of the most tremendwe 
&+rafts, which the unwearied exertions of British S a i l 0 ~  
could alone have conquered. 

66 Captain Ryres lost no opportunity of coming in con-. 
tact with the much vaunted boab of Ava; and in one 
morning, five out of six, each mounting a heavy piece qf 
,ordnance, were boarded and captured by our men-of-warts 
,h, commbnded by Lieutenant Kellett of his Majesty'a 
sbip Arachne, arid Lieutenant Goldfinch of the Sophig 
whose intrepid conduct merits the high& praise. , . 
" The enemy having apparently completed his IeR win 

with its full complement of artillery and warlike stores, f 
determined to attad; that part of KQ line early on the 
morning of tbe 5th. I reqaested Captain Chadds, tllg 
aeGor naval officer here, to more up to the P u e e n b  
&reek during the night, with the gun-flotilla, bomb-ketch 
&c. and commence a cannonade on ?he enemy'a rear 
daylight This sexvia was most judiciously and mccess- 
my performed by that officer, who haa never yet d h p  
p i n t 4  me in my most sanguine expectations. At the 
anme time, two columns of attack were foimed, agreeably 
Oo arders I had iesaed on the precd~ng evening, corn- 

. posed of details fmm the d ie ren t  regiments of the arm& 
,The first, consisting of 1108 men, I placed under the ofi 
ders of that gallant officer, Major Sak, end directed him 
.to attack and penetrate the centre uf the enemy's line; 

e other, aonsisting of 600 men, l i n ~ u s t e d  to Major % d b r ,  of the 3d Madras Native Light Isfintry, with cm 
ders to attack their kf?, which hed approached to withim a 
kw hundred yards of RMgoon. At seven o'clock, both 
a l u m n s  moved forward the point of attack; both 
were led to my perfect fatisfaction ; and both suoceedett 
s(th a degree of ease, their intrepid and undruated c o p  
duct undoubtedly insured ; tnd I directed Lieubensnt 
Archibald, with a ~roep of the Governor-general's body 
v d ,  which hd been lagded the preceding evening, to . . 
L i 8  
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follow tb; column under Major !Me, and take id&&& 
of any opportunity which might otTer, to charge. 

d 6  The enemy were defeated and dispersed in every di'- 
rection ; and the body guard, gallantly chargingover thC 
broken and swampy ground, completed their terror and 
rlismsy. The Caqray horse fled, mixed with the retreating 
infantry ; and all their artillery, stores, and reserve depots, 
which had cost them so much toil and labour to get up, 
with a great quantity of small arms, gilt shatahs, btanS 
dards, and other trophies, fell illto our hands. Never w& 
victory more complete or p o r e  decided ; and never was 
the triumph of discipline and vllour, over the disjointea 
efforts of irregular courage, nnd infinitely superior num- 
bers, more conspicuou~. Majors Ijennie and Thornhilt, 
of the 13th Light Infantry, and Major Gore of the B9th, 
were distinguished by the steadiness wrth which they led 
their men ; but it is with deep regret I have to state, the 
loss we hake sustained, in the death of Mqjor Walker, one 
of India's best and hravest soldiers, who fell while leadink 
his column into the enemy's entrenchments; when thk 
command devolved ullon Major Wahab, who gallantly 
conducted the columh dunug the rest of the action; an& 
I obsfrvd the 34th Madras Native Light Infantry, on thir 
occasion, conspicuously forward. 

The Birmese left wing thus disposed of, I patient1 
waited its eKect upon the right, posted i n  so thick a lbd 
as to render any attack in  that quarter in a great measurir 
impracticable. - 

rr On the 6th I had'the pleasure of observing that Ban: 
doola had brought up the scattered remuant of his defeat- 
ed left to strengthen his'right and centre, and cont inua  
day and night employed In carrying on his approaches i n  
front of the great pagoda. I ordered the artillery to slncr- 
en its are, and the infantry to keep wholly out of sight, 
allowing him to cahy on his fruitless labour with little 
annoyahce or molestition. As I expected, he took sya- 
tem for timidity ; and on the morning of tbe 7th instant, 
1 had his whole force ~ o s t e d  in my immediate. f r o n d h i .  
first line entrenched so close, that the soldiers in their bar- 
racks could distinctly hear the insolent threats aed ref- 
proaches of the Birmvn bravoes. 

The time hnd now arrived to undeceive them in their 
- w i n e ,  hut ill-founded hopes. I instantly made my 
mmgements, and at half past eleven o'clock srv thisg 



wm in redinem to Wt &e,.ttqabcs kr fau eolunnm 
pf stt+ck, under the superintelldance of LieutenaneCoLa 
ne1 Mlles, my second in command, and commahded 
&ieutenant-Colonels Mallet, Pprlby, W e ,  and Captab 
;Wilson of the 38th Regiment. A t a  quarter hefm : w e b  
X ordered every gun tlaat would bear upon thedrenches te 
Qpen, aud their fire was kept up with an effect that n e w  
was surpassed ; Major Sale at the name time, m directeb 
making a divmion on the wemy's left and rear. At twehe 
p'cloek the ca~nonade ceased, and th columns mmed foe 
ward to their respective points of a w k .  Every thing 
was done under my own immediate eye, but where all ba 
haved so nobly, I cannot particularize; but I must i# 
justice state, that Captain Wilson's and Lieutemnt C o l a  
nel parlby's diyisipns first made an impression, from whicl 
#he enemy never recovered. They were driven fmm all 
their works wi thu t  a check, abandoning all their gnnq 
with a great q+y of arms of ev- description; and 
*nly uot the least amusing part of their )formidable 
preparations was a great number of ladders fop d n $  
&e Great Pagoda, fol~nd in rear of their position. Tb 
wtal defeat of Bandda's army was now moat fully acu 
mpl ished .  I His loos, in killed and wounded, from th. 
nature of the gtouad, i t  is imposeible to ca lda te ;  -bat I 
pm aon6dent I do qot ex@ tbp fairest limit, rshep I 
state it  at 5000 man. I n  every other respect the qighty 
host, which so lately threatened to overwhelm us, ' n o r  
scarcely exists. I t  commenced its inglorious flight dur: 
ing last night. Humbled, dispersing, and deprived of their 
ads, they cannot, for a length ~f time, amin meet us ia 
the field, and the lesson they have now received will, J am 
confident, prove a salutary antidote to the native arr 
g a n d  and vanity of the Birmese nation. Thus vanish3 
the hope8 of Ava: and those means which the Birmese 
evernment were seven months in prganizing for Qur an, 
n~hilation, have been completely destroyed by US in thg 
Tourse of seven days. Of 300 pieces of ordnance that ac- , 

companied the grand army, Z40 are now in our camp, and 
i n  muskets their loss is to them irreparable. 

Our loss in tilled and wounded, although s e v e y  
will not, i am'sure, be considered Fea t  for the importqt  
services we have had the honour to perform. 

Of my troops I cannot say enough ; the& va1our wa; 
z 2 
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amly bqurlled by the cheerful patience with which 
bore long and painhl privations. My Europeans fez 
like Britons, and proved themselves worthy Of tbe coua- 
try that gave them birth; and. I trost, I do the @laat 
sepoys justice when I say, that never did t roop  mole 
rtrive tu obtain the palm of honour, than they to rid 
their European comrades in every thing that marks the 
s k d  , true. and daring soldier. 

66 Ly obligations to Captains Chadds and Ryves, and 
the offiocra and smmen of his Majesty% navy, are great 
.od numerous. I n  Captain Chadds himself L have al- 
ways found that ready alacrity to share our toils and dan- 
gers, that has ever characterized the profession he belongs 
to ; and the most cordial peal in assisting and cooperating 
' wkh me on every -01). I have dm to n& tbe 
good conduct of the Honourable Company's &rs. the 
gun-flotilla, and row-boats, nor ought I to omit men- 
tioning the handsome conduct of Captsin Binny, acting 
' agent for the Bengal transports, in volunteerin both hls 
European m w  r;nd d i p  for service. ou $e -at 
oemsion a woa n n c b r ~ d  2 ~ a l 1 ,  and susta ind 
lose from the enemy's fire. I may also add, that emy 
transport in  the river was eciually anxious to wntribtrte 
every possible assistance to the public service. " 

Notwithetamling the defeat, em unexpected an 
hie part, which 3andoola thus emtained, not many 
days elapsed before that indefatigable l d e r  sae- 
ceeded in rallying hie mttered forces, and with a 
Body of about 25,000 men returned to within 
three milea of the Pagoda alluded to in Sir M- 
bald Campbell's &patch, and '' commenced en- 
trenching ahd stockading," in the words of that 
hml,  'L with a judgment in point of position 
mch an would do credit to the best instructed en- 
gineers of the most ci~ilized and warlike nations." 
Thii position, however, Sir Archibald determined 
to attack on the 15th of December ; aad from 
dmirsble manner in which the fire of the artillery 

directed, in less t h  fifeeen xphutea thp e 
lumns deetined for carrying the breach were in p a -  
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'timitm,-bet only of the enemy's work, but of hib 

- camp, which was left statlding, with all the bag- 
gage, and a great proportion of his arms and arn- 
munition. '' When it is known, " say0 the C m -  
mander-in-chief, that 1300 British i n h t r y  
stormed and carried by asault the most formidabla 
entrenched and stockaded w o r b  I ever eaw, de- 
bnded by u p d ~  of 20,000 men, I truet i% m 
nnneceasary hr me to my more in praise of sol- 
diersperforming such a pro* ; future ages will 
scarcely believe it. " I t  is proper, however, to 
mention, that upon this ocoasion Bandoola did not 
command in p-n ; the chief to whom he had 
intrusted that duty was moztally wounded w h i h  
galhntly defending the etockode. 

On the same day ea which thie very brillian) 
action ~k p b ,  under the wperintendance of 
Captain Chad&, the sen io~  mval officer a t  Ran- 
goon, an attack wan made q m n  a fleet of thirty- 
tws d ths enemy's *~Q&L Of theeg p ~ c i -  
,pilly throngh'tlne aid of tke Diann eteam-baab, 
whioh accompanied bbie expedition, and the celerity 
af w h ~  motions, even against w i d  and tide, in- 
+ r e d  the B i e s e  with the greatest cone-tMe, 
M y  were captured, ha* been previouoly a h -  
h d  by their crew,  who, upon the approach of 
the -am-boat, threw themselvm into the river, 
.nd were either drowned or swam ashore, appa- 
rently in an agony of terror. In  consequence of 
tbene continued diiters, Mahs Bandoole found it 
netwary to lead back  hi^ army IOU& shattered to 
Donoobew. 

I t  was now for the first time that the Britmh 
onar a t  Rangoon found itaelf in undhmbad por- 
mmon of a ~ i d e r u b l t  district af cwtFy ,  a d  
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w i v e  p r e p a d o p ~  .immediately EUI& fh 
&g every advantage of this new eituation,of @& 
f&. Orders were issued to prepare for a speedy 
advance into the interior ; and besidea the contiqual 
&val of tmnsporte from the Presidencies, taiie o b  
jkct was not a little favoured by,the return of many 
of the inhabitants of the country to th& f o w q  
places of residence in Rangoon and its vicinim 
and by tbeir consenting $0 open a regular tr& 
with the Britioh in all articles of eansumptio~ 
$ome of the native watermen too volunteered into 
apr service, -by whose assistance we  wexe enabled 
to obviate many of the difiiaulties which our ignor- 
mce of the navigation of the Irrawaddy 40a 
otherwise have occasioned. 4 

Certainly at this moment the situation of tbe 
Birmese m o d  wm any thing but enhMe,  The 
most numerous armies, headed by the most s k i W  
generala be could send into the field, had de. 
feated again ~d again. The  victorioue troopa & 
-goon were about to march for Ava ; from thq 
porth-east frontier of A m  a large fwee under 
Brigadier-gene4 Morison was preparing to e~w 
pis empire, and if pw~ible  to MI-operate with Sir 
Archibald Campbell's division ; frvm SyILet, %nt 
~ t h e r  army under Brigadier-general Shauldaw, 
$reatened to advance to the capital through Casr 
wy i in Assam, Lieutenant-colonel Richarb ww 
busy with a small but active corps ; and on the 
eouth, the Siamese, who had already manifested 
their friendly diepmitiolrs towards the BI.ltish,-held 
out hopes of their making a movement in e o n j m  
tion with our columns, which were to msrch up 
the Imwaddy. His celestial Majeaty, however, 
hi no1 "wgy &erriIied, or, if b~ is, he bpa t90 m& 
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prideto'show it: Upon' the present occbion he 
baldly stood at bay, and manfully prepared for re- 
sistance at whatever cost. 

I t  was on the 13th of February 1825 that the 
general advance of the British troops commenced. 
They were divided into two columns ; the one a 
boui 2000 strong, proceeding by kand, under the 
command of Sir Archibald Campbell ; and the o- 
ther by water, under Brigadier-geneml Cotton, ' 

consisted of about 1000 European infantry, with 
a powerful train of artillery, which was embarked 
in a flotilla of sixty boats, commanded by Captain 
Alexander. The land column was to proceed, in 
the first place, up  the Lain river, and effect a junol , 
tion with Brigadier Cotton as near Donoobew ae 
possible. A smaller force under Major Sale wae 
also ordeted to take possession of Bassein, after 
which it likewise was to join the main body at 
DonooHew. Brigadier MQeagh, with the remain; 
der of the troops, mas left in command at Ra- 
goon, and was to employ himseTf in superintend- 
ing the fortification of that town, which went on 
briskly. 

The land force under General Campbell march? 
ed to Lain, without meeting with any resistance 
whatever. Its distance from Rangoon is about fifty 
miles ; but, owing to the uncultivated state of the 
country, and the absence of every thing like regu- 
lar roads, the troops, tbough in high health and 
spirito, could seldom advance more than eight milee 
a day. They lek Rangoon on the 14th, and did 

I 

not reaeh Lain till the 23d of February. The town, 
thwgh the capital of a pretty extensive di~trict, 
was found quite deserted, and a haIt was made & . 
h for only a single pi@ 1 after which, he coluw 



~ e d i t s n r a r c h t o ~ D a a w b e w d ~ d ~  
A l e  expedition. By the Vth of March, itw& aq: 
enough that place to hear distinctly the sound efa 
cannonade, which the marine division under Ge- 
, n e d  Cotton, having arrived first, had aleady cc 
pened upon it. The operations of this division, in 
passing up the Irrawaddy, had n e c e d y  been 
much more arduous than those of the land colsma. 
Various stockadea and entrenchments had been 
.thrown up upon the banks to oppose its p q r e s  
A t  Paulang, in particular, a very spirited a 
took plwe, where bemeen f ~ u r  atld five t h o d  
Birmese were driven back from very powerful fa- 
hfications with wnsiderable be. Upon t h i  and 
ather  similar occasions, the shdls aud rocketa d 
b y  the British were found of the greate~t~twrvieq, 
both tending to throw the enemy into confueiam, 
end to save the lives of ow men. After these snq- 
cesses, Brigadier-General Cotton proceed@ diredt 
IQ Donoobew ; and though Sir Archibald CampbeU 
had not yet come up, he determined upan attat&- 
.jng the enemy, who, beaded by Bandoola, rnm 
tered about 15,000 strong, and had f o r t i 6 e d O ~  
gosition in the most skilful and sokdik-like man- 
ner. An outer stockade, which our marine folice 
. h t  attacked, was carriedwith a loas to the enemy of 
aboqt 400 m e n  The attempt made upon the second 
stockade wari less successful ; and, after being ex- 
posed for a considerable the to a heavy fire, % 
neral Cotton found it necessary to reembark t+ 
troops he had landed for the purpose of making 
the assault, and hopped down four miles below 
Donoobew, there to wait until reinforced. OBr 
loss in this second &air wan serious. I 

the mean while, Si Arehibald Campbell,hot 
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d&@tbcir umm of t?mifonnideMe m h m ~  which 
was to be made at Donoobew, Bed pnshed on ee- 
ver$ days' match txmsnle Prome, a cky of ~snae 

e t u d e ,  rmd which he undenrdood wss the bd- 
quartem of the memy. OR t8e l l t h  of Mmh,  
he received despafchea informing him of the failuF6 
of- the rttack upom the ~outworkn at the former 
lil-9 md, dtm aolpe del ibedog be +%ed it 
proper to retrace his steps to the easietsnee of Ge- 
nard Cotton.  on^ the l@, and foar f~llow* 
dap, his. treops were employed in mowing the IT- 
mwaddp which it wes necaasery to do before they 
C.rOPdd tea& Donoobew. 'rbe ,tesk was one of ew 
d g h t  d i f f idy  ; but, in the wards of Major $nod- 
graee, " energy and pereevmnce, aided by tb 
cheerful and hearty exertiono ef the soldiers, final- 
Ey triumphed m m  every obstacle. " I t  was not,. 
however, till die 25th, that the army arrived with- . 
ia gnn+t distance of D o n o o k r  a ' - 
- The .main etockade, at the fora of Donooba~s,. 
ww upwarda of a mile in length, composed of so- 
lid teak beams, from 15 to r7 feet high, and from 
5 t, 8 hundred yards broad. Behind this were 
(he bfkk  rampart^ of the place, surmounted by 

- about 150 p s .  The whole was surrounded by a 
hrge deep ditch 6lled with apikes, ride, and holm ; 
and the ditd~ itself was shut in with several rows 
of strong railing, together with an abatis of great 
breadth. Our camp was hardly pitched, before a 
eortie wae made from the fort, which, though of a 
formidable appearance at &at, ended in smoke. 
For aeveral days skirmishas of a desultory kind 
took place before tQe works, without producing 
any aerioue impression on either eide. On the firs6 
of April, a wnhued  h e  of rocketa waa kept up 



qmn OW part, with little or no ntara &B 

enemy, a elroumt~ce which w i o n e d  sobe8~h 
prieeb The capsel however, wae estiefactotily e- 
nough a t p l a i d  next dey. The fort of DOROO- 
bew waa nearly e d ,  for on the morn+ of. 
tbe h t ,  Maha l3andooh, while going hi town& 

been killed on the spot by a rocket ; sad such 
was the panic which insutntly took peaearaim of 
the garrison, that the surviving chi& found it ut- 
terly $possible to keep it  any longer together. 
Just iw the enemy's rear guard fled towards the 
aeighbouring jungle on the 2d, our army took pos- 
m i o n  of the place, and found in it a great store 
not only of guns and a m m u n i b ,  but of graiP 
s d c i e n t  for many months wnmmption. 

The death of Meba Bandoola was probably the 
p a t e s t  misfortune which the Birman m o d  had 
yet suwaine& There u n  be little doubt that he poa- 
seesed talenta of no mean grder, and the respect, 
approaching to awe, tvhich he @ired in hie d 
diem, made dmn a great deaI more W U  
when under hie command than that of any o m  
elee. One of the p r i ~ e m  fotlnd in the fort re- 
lated the pPlaicu1ai-a of his General'e death i&cas 
words : " I belong to the household of Menghi 

' 

Maba Bandoola, d my business was to beat tbe 
great drums that are h@ng in the veranda of the . 
Wongee's house. Yesterday morning, betwean 
the hours of niue and ten, while the chiere dinner 
was preparing, b went out to take hie ueual mom- 
ing walk round the works, end arrived at his ob- 
servatory, (that tower with a red baU upon it), 
where, as there was no firing, he sat dawn upon 
a couch which waa kept there for his use. While 
b was giving ordern to eome of his c k f g  the 



English be@ thok ing  bombs,. a d  one of them. 
fdhg  close to the General, burst, and killed h i  
on the spot. His body was immediately c& 
m y  and burnt to ashes. Hia h h  was won, 
known to every body in the stockade, a d  the 
d e m  r e f n d  t~ stey and 6ght under any other 
oommander. The chiefs lmt-dl influenee ovel: 
their men, w"y individual thinking only of pro- 

' viding for his own personal safety." 
Witb as littb delay as possible the Britieh force 

now pushed on to Prome, well aware that decbive 
nseasures alone would produce any effect on the 
Court of Am. NO intemption of a hootile ne- 
iate wee attempted to be made ; but letters were 
received, in the cobnre of the march, from the 
Ifirmese authorities a t  Prome, intimating the wil- 

d lmgnena of the government to eondude a ~ K W .  

As it was suepected, howem, that this wm m- 
Ig a stratagem for the e$te of pining time, Sir 
Archibald Campeel1 replied, thet aa SOQn &I he Imd 
taken mifaary p o m i o n  of Prome, he would be 
happy to listen to any uvertmrn of an amicable 
nature wbich might be made to him. The pru- 
dence of this determination was very clearly per- 
eeived when the m y  arrived before that city, 
where every preaarptiob wss making for a vigor- 
OUE defence. The celerity of our motiens, how- 
ever, was too much for &e e m y ,  who, being 
tdEen by 'amprise bebre their fortifications were 
completed, r e h d  daring ,the night of. the 2&h 
of e l ,  aad, on the 25th Geded Campbell en- 
tered-the place withoat firing a shot. 

a da tbe rainy seeren was abopt to  eet in, ~JMI 
the campPiga therefore ne~eessrily near a dose, 
; VOL. 11. 2 A 
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aar h d w  were Be;d at. Pllnnds, h m l  
whence a detachment M, dtviag May, ta 
W e  Tonghoo, taking poethsion of the derma-1 
diate axmtry, and returning about the end ef May 
ta Prome. The Plince of -, who now 
k d e d  the remnant of the Binnese army, fa badr 
upon M d h e ,  and blleied hiinelf in raising re- 
&, to the, number of about 50,000, for the en- 
-c-+P I 

DaPiag the stay of thb Eritieh ,army at h e ,  
wey tMg wse done to u i n c i i b  the gead will. 
red ewnrre tbe een- of su& of i t k d v e i n . ~  
&tents lrs returned to it. The condpenc& 
m m  particularly happy. Tbe tide of p o p l a w  
&wed back ; 4 net only st h e , . ,  but in sH- 
the and dietsicQ w M  been slready 
pamat, an d v e  and cheerful people retuned to 
lire in Maaelested quiet, pedeotly 4 e d  of the 
good fsid and b m e t y  of their invaders. h fret, 
the whola of Pegue, as well as a awriderahle pari 
lkm of Ava Pmper, .mvg be cormidend as having, 
at& time, been & the jwkdiction of the! 
BCitish. We Bad amiably eompered the unmtryt 
so far ; md, d m &  attern* any mated al-, 
teadon af their o d b a y  modes of civil gorenr, 
ment, w43 bnnd it neumary to wpply the pbcs 
of their raagietlatee and other maturea of t b  
crown, who had for the llaest part $roconded, by 
arganizing a sptem of official auddty,  to wbiEB. 
we gave the eaaction of o w  approvd and aeeie- 
tsnce. Into the detah of thcoe ib 
is unnecessary here to enter. It in milicient * 
my t h  tbg. were at wcs simple and & k t k a  ; 

=.e8ect no amall d t  on mw Commander-in.. 
ehief aad hi advise= 
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' The raeaum af dm CQgrt of Am great m 
their. efforts bad already been, verer yet far &om 
being exhausted. Durhg the period in. whi& 
#iep? wss a necessruy ceeaa@n .of hostilities, 
new m y  w w  organized, amountipg to 70,009 
p e a ,  and all thoughts of peace appeared to be 
laid aside, I t  was the v e s t  ddesirey however, of 
pur Cammander-in-chief, to avoid, if possible, the 
shedding of more blood ; and, in the beginning of 
O d r ,  he dqsp~\tched a letter to the Birnaese 

.head-quarters, urging strongly upon their chiefa 

.the propriety of advising their so~ereign to listen 
tr, the leniqnt terms of peace he proposed. In 
sonsequence of this letter, a meeting took f l  
.kJeow-Ben-Zeik, betwven Commiesionere r p p o b  
ed on both sides ; but after mueh useless wnver- 
*tion, prolonged to a ridiculous length by tbe 

if ww found impossible to plevail upon 
them to wee to the propwle we mad* sad eeen 
,afhr the Birmese commissioners bad returned 
bead-quarters, the army a d v 8 n d  in battle' m y  
.to the very gstee of Prome, its General hsving 
.previody bpwuced Sir Archibald Campbell with 
th following laooaic epistle :-" If you wbh f q  - peme, you,may go away'; but if yon a& e i k  

.money or territory, no f i i e d h i p  can exist Qer 
-tween us. This ie Bisn  cimtost."-It wan 
not long before " Birmsn cwtarp" underwent 8 

change. 
To oppose the, formidable f o p  which now 

threa~ened.to shut w in, and bury us among the 
-maim of Prome, we were able t~ muster an army 
.of only 5000 men, of whom o d y  3000 were Brl  
ti&. I t  ee-d to be J e  wish of the Birmm 
Seaden not to risk a general, emgqepobt, but 

L 
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p d  by the slower, though perfnps mom eer- 
cain method of blockade. As soon as these inten- 
tions were h o v e r e d ,  it wwi resolved to attack 
the enemy at once, without allowing him more 
time for strengthening his position. On the let 
of December, our marine and land forces advane 
ecl at the w e  moment; and, after a well con- 
tested fight of some hours, the Birmese were dri- 
ven back, with much slaughter, to a stockade they 
bad erected seme miles distant on the heights of 
Napadee. I t  wae remarked, as a curious feature 
of this engagement, that three yo~mg and hand- 
some women, evidently of high ran& fought with 
the most pemevering obstinacy and courage among 
the ranks of the Birmese, recalling to the rewllec- 
tion of our officem ail they had ever read of the 
Amaaons of earlier ages. It was believed that et 
least two of these ladies perished in the field. The 
Birmese General, Maha Nemiow, and many of 
the Chobwas, or tributary princes, who had grown 
grey in the service of their sovereign, also loet 
their live8 on thk day. But, after all, our t r o o p  
had only achieved half of what it  was mmuquy 
for &em to do. Until t)e enemy was driren &am 
his formidable position at  Napadee, we c ~ d d  no& 
congratulate ourselves on having gained any deci- 
sive victory. Oa the e w n d  of December, them- 
fore, and the four following days, the army wats 
employed in probably the most arduous duty it bad 
yet undertaken,-that of forcing the heights of 
Napadee. They were fortified with unexampled 
mtrength, although the natmd obetacles they p m  
~ n t e d  made artificial meaus of defence almost un- 
necessary. All things considered, we do not thidc 
we can be accwed of giving way to national vanity 

cb 
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when we aasert, that none but British soldien 

.powerfully assisted by a flotilla commanded by 
.Britirh sailors, could have succeeded in steadily 
advancing from one stockade to another, under the 
continued volleys of the Birmese, and in driving, at 
the point of the bayonet, without returning a shot, 
their opponents from a position three miles in 
extent. On the 5tb, the victory waa complete. 
Evey division of the Birmese army, and there 

- Were seveml, had been beaten in succession ; and, 
completely disheartened, the fugitives dispersed 
.themselves in all directions, wherever the woo& 
or the jungle8 seemed to offer concealment. . It was now determined to lose no time in ad- 
vancing to Ava itself, which is about three hun- 
dred miles distant h m  Prome ; and on the 9th of 
,December the march waa commenced. On the 
29th our army reached Melloone, about half-way 
b t ~ e e n  Ava a d  Prome, having seen nothing on 
.the way but a deserted county, covered with the 
,wounded, the dead, and-the dying. The Birmese 
monarch was at last awakened to something like a 
'becoming kno;wledge of the situation in which 
h e  stood ; a i d  a t  Melloone, a 0% of truce was 
sent to meet us, sqd to intimhie the arrival of a 
commissioner feom Ava, with' M l  powers to eon- 
clude a treaty of peam That this  we^ redly the 
m e ,  waa attested by the amicable conduct of the 
enemy's troops who were membled at Melloone. 

, Our army, therefore, halted on the opposite side 
,of the liver, and a barge was moored in the mid- 
dle, where the first meeting with the new delegate 
pas to take place. On the 1st of January, the - 
oommissionem of both natiom met. The demand 
43 '% ., -2 A.% . 1 
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made upin OW pwt of a crore of rupees, an wdl  
ss of the cession of Anacan, and the restoration of 
Caseay, watt what principally startled the B i e w  
commissioners ; but, at length, finding it i m p 4  
Me to make ns alter our terms, the treaty wxm 
agreed to and signed, fifteen days being allowed 
for obtaining the ratification of the King. At the 
expiration of that period, it was communi&d to 
m~ from Melloone, that no answer had yet been 
retkived from Ava, and a further delay of some 
six or eight daye was requested. But as this m& 
evidently have been a preconcerted &erne, a m -  
picions were roused- of the sincerity of that de- 
signing court, and Sir Archibald Campbell gave 
the Birmeee the choice of only two alkrmstivea, 
either to evacuate Melloone, and allow him to take 
possession of it, in which case he would mmain 
'qniet for R short time longer, or to prepare for an 

. assault, which he would make upon it that very 
might. The Bi iese ,  with much courage, insta~tly 
prepared for their defenw. Though not inferior in 
bravery, however, the military tactice of the Bir- 
meee will not for a moment ;bear any comperiean 
with o m .  Early en the 19th January 1826, the 
British standard was erected on the walls of Md- 
bone, 15,000 men having been driven out of the 
town by, comparatively, a mere handful. In the 
house of Prince Memiaboo, a half-brother of the 
King, who had taken the command, was found mo- 
ney to the amount of from 30 b. 40,000 rupees ; 
and what was etill more surprising, though perhaps 
not quite eo agreeable, both the English and Birmeea 

' 

q i e e  of the treaty lately made, signed and sealed " t h y  had been at the meeting, and bearing, eonss- 
¶Uendy, undeniab1e evidmca of &iF never having 



been peruaed by the King. " It is no easy mat- 
ter, " says an officer from whose work we have 
already quoted, " to divine what object the Court 
of Ava wuld have had in view in opening nego- 
tiations they had no intention of abidiag by, or 
what posaible result they could have anticipated 
from a short and profitlees delay, which to ns w a ~  
in every point of view desirable, as much to allow 

-%he men to rewver from the debilitating effects of 
their late fatigue, as to d o r d  time Pol aollecting 
cattle from the interior, and d i c i e n t  mpplies of 
every description for prosecuting our journey along 
a sacked and plundered line of wuntry. U-6L Ma- 
miaboo and hie besten army, " adds Major Snod- 
grass, " retired from the scene of their disasters 
with all possible haste, and the British Commander 
prepared to follow him up without delay. Be- 
fore, however, commencing his march, he de- 
spatched a meeaenger with the u m t W  treaty to 
the Kee Wongee, as well to show the Birmese 

' chiefs that their perfidy wrvl discovered, an to give 
them the meana of still performing their eagegs- 
mmta ;-but merely telling the latter in his note, 
that, in the hurry of departure fnwn Melloone, he 
had forgotten a document which he might now 
find more useful and acceptable to his governmat 
than they had a few days previously wmidered it. ' 

The Wongee and his colleague politely returned 
their best thanks for the paper; but observed, that 
the same huny that had caused the loss of tha 
treaty, had compelled them to leave behind a 
large sum of money, which they also much re- 
gretted, and which they were snre the &tiah GB. 
had only waited an opportunity of returning. " 
; Our- army now mumd ita mwch upon 
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On the Slot of Wnasry, it waa met by s Doetar 
Price, an American missionary, and an Englishplan 
of the name of Sandford, aesistant surgeon of the 
Royal Regimeat (who, had been taken prisonqr 
some man* before), and who were now ~ e n t  
Ion their parele of honour to communicate the &a- 
oere desire which.his celestial Majesty at laat enter- 
-&tined for peace, and to aspertah the lowest terms 
Apm which it would be grantad. The tenns offerg 
at.Mellooaewem renewed, and the British general 
having promised not to advanje for twelve days 
.nearer tbeir capital than Pagahm-mew, the two de- 
legates returned to Ava There can' be little 
.doubt that the Birmese monarch now aaw the ne- 
seseity fer peace, and was therefore anxious to 
w e  it ; but the terms proposed, lenient as they 
were, he found drendfdly galling to hi pride: At 

ham&, therefore, he resolved upon one e f f o ~  
more, and if that failed, peace was to be imme- 
diately coriclded. On the fall of Melloone, he &* pa w w  to the patriotism and generoeity of 
hie subjecte. He represe~ted himself ae tottering 
pn bie throne, and the- immortal dominion of Aya 
os about'to pass a m y  into the hands of etrangem. 
X o . t h  -pa which he. w w  wIlected, to the a- 
saoant of s h t  @,OW men, he gave the honow- ' 
file appellation of Retrievers of the King'e 
Glory ; l' and a warrior, bearing the formiwll, 
titles of ." Prince of the Setting Sun, " >'' ' 

cof Darknem, " aud " King of Hell, " waa iptrust- 
d with the command of this force. He took hi 
wi t ion  at Pegabm-mew, where he wse attacked 
&he British an the 9th of March. The d t  y y  

m e  ae bad attended all our m m m  
Lhq BirPsepe., . .w6).. togk pu!fWpb ,.of& 



THE BIRMEBE WAR. -5 1 

lace, and the LL Retrievere of the King's Glory " 
l e d  in detached parties over the country. The 
unfortunate " P~inco of the Setting Sun " ventur- 
ed t~ re tun~  to Ava after his defeat, where he was 
immediately put to death by order of the king. 

Peace was now inevitable, unless it had beep 
resolved to allow Ava itself to fall into our hands. 
The m y ,  which continued to advance, waa met 
,only 45 miles from that city by D r  Price and Mi 
Santlford, accompanied by two ministers of stato 
and all the British prisoners who had been taken, 
during the war- and bringing the first instalment 

.of the money payment (25 law of rupees), 8s 

well (~s an authority under the sigq-mand, tq ae- 
cept of such t e r n  of p w a  PB we might propoee. 
These were finally settled and signed on the 24th 
of February 1826. Thii important Treaty qf 

. P e w  between the Honourable East lp& Com- 
psny on the one part, and hi Majeaty the King 
of Ava on the other, consisted of the following At- 
t i c ] ~ ,  to which we have puch pleasure in giving 
a place in this work, 

, Art I.-There ahall be perpetual peace and fiisnd- 
ship between tke Honourable Company on the one part, 
and the Ring of Ava on the other. 

rL Art. 11.-His Majesty ths King of Avs renounm 
all claims. and will abstain from all future intmferenw 
with the principality of As- and its depeudenciea, and 
also with the coptiguous petty states of Cachar and Jyq- 
teea With regard to Mupnipore, it is stipulated, that, 
should Gbumbeer Singh desire to return to &t country, . 
h e  shall be recognised by the King of Ava as Rajah 
thereof. 

cr An. 111.-To prevent dl future disputes r q w t i n g  
the boundary between the two grent nations, the British 
Government will rerain the conquered provinces of Anr- 
an ,  including the four divisions of Arrrcaa, Ramrev, 

, Cheduba, and Sandoway, and hi# majclty the King of 



Ava cad- .lt r(gbt $hereta The 8Vmnmpecb : ,.or 
&racan mountains (known in Arrapn by the name pf 
Yeomatonng, or Pokhingloung rnhge), will h e n d o r h  
fgm the boundary between the two great nations o n  rh.l 
s i d ~ ~  Aby doubts repdhg the said line of demucatios, 
will be settled by the commi~onera appointed by the rg 
spective governmonta for that purpose, such commis$on- 
em from both powers to be suitable pad cemesponding in 
rmk. 

Art. 1V.-His Majesty, the King of Ava, c e d a  to 
the Britinh J;orernment the conquered provinces of Yeh, 
Tavoy, and Mergui and Tenasserim, with the islands and 
dependencies thereulrto apper.taining, taking the 8aluoeu 
river DI the liaa of demucotion on that frontier. Anp 
dotlbta &ing their boundaries will be wrtled a8 speu- 
fied in the concluding part of Art. I I I.' 

Art. V.-In pl'oof of the aincere disposition of tha 
Birman Government to maintain,the relatiom of peaca 
and unity between the nations, and m p r t  ind-fica- 
tian to the Britisb Qovernmwt for the expolleer oE the 
war, his msjesty, the King of A v g  a g r y  to pay the s y  
of one crore of rupeeg 

Art. V1.-No person tnhatevet-, whether h e  or 
farigaer, is hereafter to be m0lest.d by either party, cm 
account of the which he may have taken, or b v e  be@ 
compelled to take, in the present wd. 

66 Art. V1I.-In 6rdef to cultivate and improve the & 
latiom of amity m d  peace hereby established between the 
two Gov-nts, it  is .greed, that accredited miniaten, 
, retainhag M escort, or & g d  of 6fiy men W ladb, 
shall reude at the durbar of the otbe~, who shall be per- 
mitted to purchaqe, or to build a suitable place. ef k- 
(hnce, of permanent materials ; and s c d d  w, 
npon principles of reciplocal advantage, will be entered 
into, by the two high contlacting powers. 

66 Art. VII1.-~11 public and private debts c o n t r a d  
by either evernment, or by the subject8 of either govern- 
meat, with the others previous to the war, $0 be FCCO$- 

n i d  and liquidated, upon the same principles of honour 
and g o d  faith, as if hostilities had not taken ploce be- 
tween the two nations; and no advantage shall be t&& 
by either party, of the period that may ham elapsed sinm 
the debtswwe incurred, or in consequence of the wsr; 

WCO- to the nniversal 181~  of ~ t i o u q ,  .it ic fiV- 
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l b e r Q i p u l r t e d , t h a t ~ p ~ . c . u ~ a l b j l c t .  
r h o  may die in the dominims of his majesty, dw king 4 
Aoa, shall, iu the nbsence of legal heirs, be placed in the 
bands of the Britim resident or C o w l  in the mid do- 
dans, dm will dkpoee of the same d n g  to the tandm 
of the British law. I n  l ib  mm-, the property of Bh* 
mesr subjects, dying under the same rircumsUnce6, in, 
uey pen of the British dominions, sbhll be made over to 
thr minister or other autboritJr delegated by his Birman 
majesty, te the supreme gaernment of India 

3 .  d1 A% IX-Tbe l w g  of A m  will abolish dl e x d o n a  
*on British ships or vemh in Birmprv ports, that m 
not r e q a i d  for Birram sbips o r  vessel8 in British polta ; 
a shall &ips 61 rsssuls, the emparf of British subjects, 
whetller Euopee or firdim, an(ckmg the Elurgeon rS- 
rer, or other Birman por(e, be required b l m d  their gum,? 
or unship their taddam, or 8o do any other act not requir- 
ed by Bkmese ships & Feadels in British pork 

11 A r t  X.- ?he good and faithful ally of the British 
Gorernxmmt, bn my* the King of S i  having taken 
s part in the present war, dl, to the fulleat extent, as h 
as regards his majesty and his subjects, be included in the 
abovetreaty. 

u Art. XI.-- to be rpt&d by the Birmese 
mthricios mmptat in the like cares, and the m t i b  
tion to be aecompani&l by all British, whether European 
or'hative, American and other prisoners, who will he de- 
livered wer  to the British commkionem; the British 
rommislianen, on thcir part, engaging that the said treaty 
d u d  be d e d  by the Right Honourable the Owernor- 
general in council, sml the ratilicotian shall be de l ived .  
to his majesty the King of Ava, in four months, or sooner 
if possible; and all the Binnese prisoners shall, in like 
nnnner, be & l i v e d  ma to theu own government, M 

roon as h y  arrive from Bmgal. 
(sil5ned) (Signed) 

LAXQXXN MION~A, A. CAMPBELL, Major- 
Woongee, L. S. General and Senim 
lkd of lhe I.0060. Commissioner. 

(~l3ned) 
S H W A Q ~ ~ N  WWH, 

(ww - 
T. C. Homtnrsom, Civil 

Atawaon, L. S. Commissioner. L. S. 
( S h e d )  
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i ." AddiliY)rlrS Ah&.-The Briwl c m n m m w b e -  
b g  most anxiously desirous to manifest the s i n c e  of 
their wish for peace. and to make the immediate ex-- 
tion of the fiftb article pf this treaty as little irksome or 
iamnveoisnt u possible to hn Mqiesty the King of A* 
oonsent to the following arrangements with res* to thn 
division of the sum total, as specified in the article before 
meferred to, into instalments, viz. upon the payment of 25 
lacs of rupees, or one-fourth of the mm t d ,  (the other 
articles of the ecaty being eaecuted), the anny rill re- 
tire to Raogmn. Upon the further payment of a similar 
wm, at that place, within one hundred days from this 
date, with the proviso as above, the army will evacuate 
the dominions of his majesty the King of Ava with tbe 

poaeible delay, leaving the remaining moi* of tb 
sum total to be paid by equal annual btalments in two 
pears, from this t4th day of February 1826, A. D.,- 

through the Consul or Renident in Ava or Pegug on the 
part of the Honourable East l n d u  Company. 

(Sigaed) 
L n a s r w  I\.lrowor, 

(f%d) 
A. C u u a a ~ r ,  Mljqr- 

Wwngee, L. S, General and Senior 
Seal of t k  Lotoo. ' * Commissioner. 

( 8igned (Signed) .. 
Snwreum Wwv, T; C. R.OBUTBO~. Civil 
,Atawoon, L. S. Commisbioner, LS. 

H. D. CHAD% Capt. 
B N. 

* Thm concluded a aer of a mare seriaas and 
extensive nature than any in which our Indian go- 
vernment had been eugiiged for a long period. The 
cool perseverance and intrepidity with which eo 
snaall a force as that commanded by Sir Archibeld 
Campbell marched far into the interior of a hos- 
tile country, overcoming in ita progress thousands, 
not of ruae barbaFiang but of weUdiaciplined and 
moat mnngeous soldiers, cannot cerdainly be auf- 
gently admired, and offere a wbject of proud m- 
flectibn for the historian of British' valour. Ava 
i d ,  the golden capital of the " Lord of Earth 
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~ A i r , " w o u k l h a v e B e e s , h d w e s a & ~ , p n  
easy prey to our frictoriow arms ; but as Our ob- 
ject was not so much to conquer a country as to 
teach a lesson of humility te a bsnghty peopb, an8 
cm the cf~ptnre of s oity which &a B h e s e  yeno- 
rake so higbIy might only have &ved to exasperate 
their f e e l i i ,  and inJuce them to pro-t the war 
at any hk, it b d  st once mund judgmemt a d  
selfdenial to sbstsin fivnn proceeding to this I& 
extremity, though we were within four days march 
of A m  All that it was necmwq for us to do, 
was done. The m i o n  of Arracan, in particular, 
gives to our Indian territories on that frontier s se- 
curity from hostile invasion, which they never be- 
fore possessed ; whilst the fop% upon which our 
commereiel relations with the Bieae empire have 
been placed, are of en& a nature as to afford ne 
advantages of the most important kind. Basidea, 
the benefita derived from this war are not likely to 
be of atempomry.nature. The eyes of the court 
of Ava must now be opened to the vast mperio- 
rity of the British nation in point of military power ; 
and whatever tone it may still affect to assume in 
d d t y  with the national policy of moet Eastern 
states which affects to treat every thing foreign 
with contemp& it will long continue to remember, 
with emotions of ealntary fear, the defeat of its 
brave~t and moet n u m e m  armies at Rangoon, 
Donoobew, at Rome, at Melloone, and at Pegamue. 

In concluding this page of Britkh history, it is 
particularly gratifying to be able to record, not 
only the brilliit =tiom of our bmve soldiers, but 
the well-won gratitude of their f e l l o w ~ e n .  
On the 8th of May 1827, Mr C. W. Wynn moved 
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in the Honee of Commons, and on the 14th Lord 
Gderich in the Lords, tbat the thanks of each 
House be given to the o5.eers and men engaged in 
the 'late glorious encereeee in India The thankP 
ef the British Parliament have alwaya been re- 
ceived as one of the best r e d  which mdd Be 
bestowed for services W r m e d  to the countxy ; 
and certainly they were never given with the more 
hearty concurrence of the whole nrtion, than upon 
the present occesion. 



THE BIILMEQE ICMPIRE. f% 

HAVING, m the preceding pages, endeavoured to 
give as distinct a nmative as our spam would ad- 
mit, of the late important tranmctione which have 
taken placa between thie country and Birmah, it is 
now our winh to present our readers with sack a&- 
tional information regarding the Birmeee 
and national ~hchsracter, as we may have been @%z . 
to collect from vsrious eourcee, a d  as we feel cue 
fident will not be perused without intereat. % 
are n&ly obhged to condense. wr facts as 
much as possible; but they will not be the less d h  
serving of attention on that account. 

Aware as we now am of the great intemal reeour- 
cee of B m a h ,  ib external or natural advantages mmt 
be no leas obvious to everyone who casts his eye over 
the map of those countries that s~irround the Bay 
of Be@. Our tmriu)ries, which lie 02 the north 
and the west, are at onca diecovered to be greatly 
inferior in most of the topographical requieites of a 
commercial and maritime country; whilst, from the 
river Nad on the Chittagong frontier, following 
the line of wast southwards aa far as Tenasswim, 
are many commodious and safe harhoura, even ex- - cluding t h e  of Baeaein and Rangoon, which are 
probably surpaeeed by none in the world. I t  is 
true, that the Bumese, either through ignorance or 
inactivity, have not derived that benefit which it  
was in their power to have done from these cir- 
cumstances ; but this is probably only the more fa- 
vourable for us, as it would induce them the more 
willi~~gly to permit our merchants to establish up- 
on the best footing a wnnexion for :he purposes of 
trade and t ra5c with the ports alluded to. Nei- 
ther ought it to be forgotten how fatal an influence 



it might have on our Emtern e o n s ,  were any 
other Emqean pmer hadie to ua to obtnia th. 
commandof -ye6 tbosaprts,and~htdramru 
gninst CLB. The fertliity 08 &I@, Wa already 
b w  h m  experience, ia fPT frOPl being beyoad 
tbe b%wmce of tbe secyene i but if o w  s e h n t r  
-be meio&iRed on the Binneee c d ,  the kUprippt 
aad ahnest epontaneeoa productions of that mpim 
wealdever be teBritinb I d # ~ a ~ ~  
a* tbt, calamities of f o l a i .  

Anxiow t e O h  that Paahing of awmpencs 
should remain palcrrown co-iag a CDPnlry ta 
w h i i h w e h a v e o f b b e e a s r ~ t a l o s t w i t h  
tm muoh interoat, and with d i o b  oar commercial and 
)diricalrebtionsamproeeLly~dsoontobeof 
a mu* m m  ezteneive anddehite kid ,  WB ehP11, 
in the qd, d o a t  farther intr-ion, p~pnep 
ear remprke uadar the six &mt hearla of S t a b  
tical details of the Bi i s e s  e m p i r e , - P e e d i  
of tlre Court of Ava-legiektira Enaamma- 
Pablio md Demeatic ChpRCtpo of the Reogb- 
Their Religion--Bnd Litantwe. 

' I. @ ~ A T I ~ T I C A L  D E T A I L ~ T ~ ~  extent and 
boundaries of h e  B h e m  dombiine bave been p.cr 

rioumly etated, and, changing a~ they c o a t i d l y  
m By obe fortune of war, it is extmmely diflicllh 
to state, with any thing like ammay, the p k  
number of eqwm milee over whi& his golden- 
htd Majeety bears may. Malta Bmn estirP.tes 
the empire at aboa lOgO p o p p h i  milee b~ 
length, and 600 in M t h ,  in which, however, it 
mnst have wffzred considerably by the recent am- 
don of A m .  Both Be and Cobnel Franklin 
W in stating the number of eqnara milea to bo 
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b t  1044000. The population of tbe empire 
wae mpposed by Colonel Symes, in 1795, to be 
17,000,000 ; but Captain Cox, who succeeded 
mes ss an envoy the court of Amempoora, 
bas rated it at only 8,000,000, while Colonel 
Franklin, who seems to have been at  great pains 
in col lect i i  infonnatisn u p n  thb and other sub- 
jeds connected with the B i i e s e ,  prom&, appa- 
mntly upon sound daa, in allowing only 25 mha- 
bitanta to a quare  mile, or a total population of 
little mom than 5,000,080. The reason probably 
why a traveller, poslleeeing the acutenese and in- 
delliince of Colonel Symes, may have been led to 
fonn so erroneons an eshimate is, thathe judged of 
the entire oountry by the fertile and populous tracts 
whiuh line the basks of the h w u d d y .  But this 
h, being the high road of the empire, evidently 
afforde no fair rule by which to form an opinion of 
the remoter and iewj frequented dhiets.  As nearly 
aa Colonel Franklin could asmrtaiq there were in 
Amerapwm, the lata capital, 25,000 houees, and, 
as the t a e s  are levied on houses, he euppoaes that 
seven persons may be allowed to each, which makes 
the poptdation of that city only 175,000 sods., I t  
has been W e r  ascertclined, that there are at mqst 
not more. than 8000 cities, t o m  and villagee, in 
the Biman dominions ; and that theae, owing to 
the necessity for the unprotected inhabitants unit- 
ing in societies, comprise probably.nearIy all the 
houses existing in the empire. Of them towns md 
villages the average is not more than 200 l~oueet, 
ewh, which gives the number of 1,600,000 hou- 
s e ~ ,  and thiej at the rate of seven inhabitants to a 
house, yields a population of ll,PO0,000, of whicb 

2 s 2  



not more tdronone Wcaa beeonaideasd ha- 
ef fired and effectke allegiance. 

It ia a somewha m r b ~  fact, tb the pmpertiea 
ofwonten tomen inthe Bi.rmna+m i e a b o u t h  
to one. Colonel Fraaklin's inqeea, however, con- 
P i n c e d : b i m t l a o t t h i s ~ d j B ~ ~ m t  t~ 
be attributed to any d eauee, ar he ylcertaimed 
that the bidbs of femalea did net exaeed thpt of tk 
d e n  beyond what is comruen. I&m.st be pecore). 

ed far rather by the ineesspnt w m  in which tbe ~ l c  

pacioua dispocition of the Birmeae B O V B I ~  hPve 
continually involved their 8- But fmcn w8o)r 
ever cam t h i  e f k t  pnoeeeda, the mi&* form 
of tbe empire, a matter of name ceb 

ad fail to be deeply &tad by it. 
T h e r e i a n o s t o n ~ h n d f o r o e ,  exoepha~ll l l  

ill-dieciplinad c o p  of m-tillery, a atil l  snulAe~ b d y  
of and about 2aOO idintry. ,338 Bipl 
a e s e  monareh'e annies ae alway~ m h x l  on tbe 
spur of the moment. Tha st.~e council d~~ 
the number of men to be furpished by each die- 
trict ; and the Princes, Chobwse, d lonle, who 
bold their lands by military tenure, are h v x l  to 
see that number made up witbout losr of time. 
When the rat= are fixed, the two, fool, nr mere 
b o w  which furnish one man, must &~nce, be- 
sides, 300 tecala ( a h t  400 rupees) ee his pay 
during the war, whatever its length may be. Tbe 
recruit must furnish himself with 8 spear, sword, 
target, and mu~ket ; d t i o n  he receives @ 
Colonel Franklin was of opiuiw, that it weuld be 
difficult for the court of Am to raise snd tpt&w 
G n ,  for any length of time, an army exceedi 
60,000 men. That 11e much underrated it4 abi- 
lity in this respect, tlie events of the late war suf- 



W l y  attest. To secure the fidelity of the,&- 
d p t s ,  their familiee am dways'retained in tbb 
d h k t  *to which they belong ; and should their re- 
lotion deeert, are m i l e s s l y  b t  alive without 
dkhdion of age or sex. 

Tbe revcwe of the country ie a subjest npon 
which we dl main  in greab uncertainty. It 
srisPe principally fiom the tribute of the Chob- 
ane, the titbe of the produce of the erown lande, 
tbe mi-, and the imports and exporta. It is not 
a little inmeeeed also by the pespetual occurrenca 
of conkatione, eecheata, fines, donations, Bc. dtc. 
For the mast part 'the re~ermes'sre collected it1 
k i d ,  whh tbe exception of the tribmtes of thb 
Chobwas, and the duties on cotton and some aber 
dolea ,  vtbitb am paid in bullion. The anowl in- 
w a e  of the public treasury does not probably exceed 
$keen lacke ot r a p s  per annu*. But whatever 
play be the eta* at the funds se6 sside for publio 
services, the personal wealth of the golden monarch 
ie always immense, oonsieting not only of the ac- 
cumulated tremmee of his ancestors, but-of the 
property of ahnoet every man of weslth or conai- 
deration in the country, whom he generally takw 
care to proscribe at least once in the course of his. 
reign. Nor does the provision which he may fiod 
it necesecuy to make for hi children or hie bouse- 
hold diminid these stpres ; they are supported by 
grente of territory, privileges of markets, or of 
levying impoeta, or of some other patrimonial or 
acquired metbod of Esstern aggrandizement. On 
the whole, the king of  AT^ is probablqi the richest 
prince in India. 

l hc l ima te  of B h a h  is at once tempcmte and 
ealubrions, and ia perhaps mlperior to that of any 



other country in the same pantllel of laiitimde. ' 
" The seasons, " says Colonel Franklin, L' me 1 - e  

gular, and a pestilence was never known. EanhJ 
quakes are very rare, and starms or tempests sel- 
dom felt. " The rainy season, which laata for a- 
bout four months, and which m common to all 
these latitudes, is indeed almost the only incon- 
venience of the climate. The soil of the lower 
provinces in particular,' is extremely fertile, pro- 
ducing, besides vaat quantities of mast valuable 
teak-wood, a great variety of grains, as well ae 
indigo, tobacco, cotwn, and sugar. Fruit is ex- 
ceedingly plentiful, mid some edrta are peculiar t o  
the country; mangoes, oranges and melons, are 
abundant, and in great perfection. Vegetables of 
all kinds are also plentiful, and adearth ia seldom 
known. The country, likewise, is well stocked 
with mines and mitlerals. It contains, tao, several 
mineral springe, as well as cayems and caves, whieh, 
if the accounts given of them be true, ewpass every 
thing of the kina hitherto known. 

The exports of Birmah are numeroua and va- 
luable. Of the raw materials, the teak-timber is 
undoubtedly entitled to'the precedence. The con- 
sumption of this invalugble wood in the cotlntry 
itself is very great, both for their coinmon houses; 
their numerous religious buildings, and theii river- 
boats. Yet so inexhaustible are the forests whi&' 
line the banks of the Irramaddy, and some 6f t h e  
other rivers, that the supplies'continue as abundant 

ever, and little variation has 'occurred in the  
price. I t  is dificult to calculate the advantage 
which this country may derive from an extensive 
commerce in thie article as a meins of supporting 
that naval power, by which alone we are enabted 



to retah the dominion of the WB. Tbe arciole 
next, in i m p o m  is cotton, of which gr- qasn- 
tbh are ~ n a l l y  axporbed to China, Among 
many other article5 of cmde produce, it is pr(rper 
,to enumerate ivory, which in Birmah is consider- 
ed royal property-wax, which is p m c m d  very 
plentifully-IePct-capper-arsenic -tin, which n 
for the moet put brought from Taroy and Mer- 
gui--amber-indigo-paper, of two kinds, me 
made of the bark of the paper mulberry, white 
and fine, the otber of the m n m t e d  filaments of 
bamboo, dark and eoareehlds' nests, in great re- 
quest for the China market, ml w l l e e t d  in d 
islands on the coost,-fish-mawe, and ehark-fimy 
elso far the China market,-tobacco, wl~ich b 
bmn long cukimted ond nsed in the copntry, qnd 
is probably indigenous, notwit'nstanding that acme 
botanists maintain it to have been imported intd 
Aaia from Amer iop-hwy,  which is very plenti- 
fd, h e  B ~ I E I ~ ~  wil& Seeing extensive, d abonncl- 
ing in k - r i c e ,  nutritive, but mame- 
d m  atones, of dl mrts except tbe diamond ; K 
particula~ly d i e q  of excellent quality, aapphirea, 
ememlcts, to-, ametbysta and garnet& Many 

' other articles of a similar nature might be ename- 
rated, but these are the principal. 

W e  tind likewise from Colonel Franklin, that 
t8e principal maanfactures of the kingdom, at least 

which are intended for ita exportation, am, 1 st, 
Ships built in B i i e s e  ports, of which it was under- 
stood in 1801, that, on an'avemge of the preced- 
ing ten y e m ,  3000 tons were built per annum ; 
2d, Towelling, of which they are famous for mak- 
ing a rough kind ; 3d, Earthen ware from Pegne, 
which has long been celebrated for thia manufac- 



&re: hb, S.Lcpeee, not well dined, d ark 
eage amqnently of the badnema of their p w  
powder ; 5tb, Gilks of varione kinds, of which, 
however, few sn exported ; and, 6th Silver Bnlc 
Lon, according to the weight of which, of wriore 
d a r d e ,  fmm the want of a cwent  coin, t l ~  
airnume generally keeg them rrccountg 

The m m k  of vcseeh which may belong to 
h e a e  me&b m o t  be gre8t. The charee- 

of the people in time d peace, the centinuanca 
of which con never be ealcnlated on for a year at 
r time, is  uquestionably more of an agricnld 

cenueroiPl kind. Tbey are very idRerent 
d o n g  tbeir v o p  beiig eeklom any thing ebe 
dun coPsLing expeditioas, throngh ehaMsle little 
expmed, .ad the greater part of their expolc trsde 
beiarg&oninfor&gnbottam. T o t h e p  
&on d a navy, they b e  not the most distant 
ptensiws, the only thing ia the shape of a ma- 
line force, which they can boast, conding bf the 
Irrawaddy war-boats, described by Colonel Symes 
and 0 t h  The lPrgeet of theee are from 80 to 
100 frst long, but in breadth they seldom exceed 
8 feet. Thy aury  from 50 to 60 rowem, abd a 
piem of ordnuum proportionate to the size of the 
boat. Each rower is armed, and a party of sol- 
diem is also commonly on board. They sail in 
beta, and their attank is very impetuous. The 
sailom eneo"ge each1 other, by singing a war. 
song, and can impel the. vessel with either the 
stern or the prow foremoat. The largest of these 
boats does not draw more than three feet of water. 
In  a military point of view, they are the most m: 
spectaMe part of the Binnan force. 
. To these detail8 we have only to add, that Bir- 



PECULIARITLIPB OE THE COUBT DP AVA. 

aDah is in general divided into the Upper and 
Lower provinces, Amerapooaa or Ala being pnr 
bably about the centre of the empire; To the  
north and east of that capital, tbe country ia mmm- 
bakoua, but intersected by maoy delightful d e w  
under the command of the numerous p e q  prin. 
.ces named Chobwas, W ~ Q  pay a certain aunnal txi- 
buute. The inhabitants of these districts me calleck 
$Bans, which may not inappropriately be translat- 
ed Highlandem. From Ava to Prome, w i t h  
which boundaries lie. t h e  moet central pnte of the 
Bimese empire, the oauntry is much mom lem1,t 
and the soil on the banks of the river! is per+ 
tbe ric$eet in the world. The ancient kingdom of 
T w h o o  is also fw*, but thinly W i t a d .  The 
country between Proxne and Basgoon, a n b i  newt 
coll~bitutes Lower Am, md,wea f d y  tha 
kingdom of Pwe, is populoue and well clllbipat~ 
eJ ; and it is with this part of the empi~e that tho 
Britieb are ae yet best acquainted. 

11. ~ m v i r a a r T I E s  OF THE' COURT OP AVA; 
-The constitution of the B i i a n  government is, 
in the strictest sense of the word, despotic. -The - king is above all the laws, and the moet impkit 
obedience to hi commands is inculcated as the 
first duty of the eubject. Aeeaming, as he does, 
titles which in their sounding emptiness mock the 
weaknem of humanity, 'the lord of earth and air 
hesitates not to mega@ the prerogative, a d  exaet 
the adoration paid to a deity. The very exietenoe 
of all the most ancient ussges.aad customs of the 
country depend upon bis voice ; aad life, l i b e ~  
ty and property, are toys with which he sports at 
4. His ertemal splendolu far exceeda that of 



0. TUB BItY kBE SW?UbR 

w y ~ n r n ~ g i r ;  emiyrorehavedr+ + his wed& ia mexbueeible. Hits privy eoan. 
sell who d&e.with him on SifBirs ef atate, oea, 
sists eoramonly d So.r aM, men, his personal frisudq 
te whom *tience msf be e d  te hrrrl 
hm&t witdam, and the advsrnoe of life to ham 
moderated &e ambikion aad dined the @811 ef 

Thm is, beaideg a great publio d 
whim the kig mrn- presi&s, and wbere 116 

can b detemined without Bie MLWtion. 
Prids, 18 well ab  MOIL^, i a ~ ~ t h  

fconieof&eBiroa4eecaarb; bothareindeee&b 
swf.an rueudexlts of qmlllny. Tbe raosptiaa 
s r h i  8he vPrians ambadom h e  met with 
whom fhe 3ritish Go+- of Iadis have ssta 
~unee tosend to Anl, r u % i c i e m y d  t&e hay+ 
tymd m&edsg&me w W  tb& mart ia dqm& 
r a a e m  towhis b&gnem, Uolike the pepas 
of Wosbap ,  wi& wbotn we hiwe had d t m  
to have any intmxmmej md who, from th dsya af 
Tamerlane, have undeviatingly o b m r d  the asme 
f d i r i a s  tmmtrds rvar eavoys, the Bbmie  a l m p  
ceceBrc$ teem witla jeaaeuay, freqtldy tnated 
Bldemwithiudenaa, m t d ~ a l w a p d i ~  
&ern nnoeremanioualy. Whether 4 e  h e  w a  may 
bave e W  aay change in their senthents ~ p o n  
thiesubje6 iu yettabeptored; k osrtsinlyrhe 
&@ta memtiooed both by C d d  Symee, a d  
d l e e s f ~ t e ~ ~ o r ,  Chpkcols, ape,*& 
n o e g h ~ o r r ~ l r e e i a ~ d n ~ i f  JCyMtlot Iprewi. + eaeited contempt. 

Bhtitieim oeaebdefareigrcrsk thotfbie 
of ~ o o o b a b i e  mbh&y is &tempt&* 

~ ~ ~ t m p ~ a c h e ~ s r t o f ~ ~ a p r j e e r y i  
art* in re~arted to which power ern m m  



ha'd, of WU cswnte, sr sbpdt ion  mimed 
~imspire&.miadsofthepboplewiththepnr 
fouM&tswe, vematioa, .ad fasr of their e m p m 1  
H e ~ ! p ~ s b r o a d ; b n t ~ h e d o e r , i t i s ~  
m)'e i aatyle oE mom t h  OrieatLf m-nce, 
and probably for the pnrpods of h p g  th . f o W  

of @Ollie ~pkhelid Fd&iOUE ml M of 
-, wbrm f i & b $  wme g&n pogdds o0 
d.ahdg @ern. With she emW aotivea bhR,# 
ir is the piicy ef tlm UHW ftqrmnbly to ohlqa 
the seat af goTdnlmUt, and m-pmdjr thtl mai- 
&am of the empaa. hmqm6iu, ro  )asg, 
h h o ~ I j y & ~ d t i d e O f 6 1 s ~ 1  C*,k 
lldt hbwthe* of Biwnh. LltM4amw 
@ & m a  budding atOld*Ava, o f w u  &a khg 
wmb&poasesbaaaswmtm4hillhed;d 
daenraethe w o o d e h ~ , ~ 1 *  aadc&w 
*of A v t a a d e 1 6 b  him, 
The wives, chddran, M m ,  rard &er drr$oor, 
ef tbe kiag, b e  always muideahe aesr & in a * o f p r o ~ d -  Pnsp. 

WBirmatsbtningnbtkaHyrgayaadawpwm 
ple, hdve many trtated &paof pblh aJrmssraent 
=didhem. T ~ ~ c u b % ~ d s t o r t e t a e ~  
mObcirsportsbrdybnce.ortwite&gshr. U p  
tbesa ocdomr  its favourite ente- b iM 
artMbitiDd af h - w o h ,  y p t  up ahe -per- 
mtshdmtm of mbcaaCs dependant princes, a)ra 
r r i s w i h s s c h ~ i n % h e b r i W i a n q a k l ~ ~  
ef tLsir pae@ons, and .aja m3fsecFtenAp leaeim 
pt%emtu froh f#e lrimg wba dreylhaoe %b epad 
fol.taoe6oplleraetma ~ p r i a a i p a l p r n r o f ~  
firemoh pre rpdcess of a Plhra W t e l y  e w  
~ ~ ~ ~ i a ~ c o ~ ~  When 
. VOL. 21. 2 c 



@I . T P L & B ~ ~ E B Z E ~ ~ B S ;  

CaptaiPGoxwm~AmerepoargtheLordof~~ 
and Air himeelf cut down too large trees to nmke 
into rockets, each OF which was to contain 10,580 
pun& of gunpowder. The effeat p r o d a d  by the 
simultaneoaa firing of ten or twenty snch rook- 
IWWB be ~omewhat &dung. 

Upon these public occasions hh;l Majesty neasZly 
.ppe~n, in one of his splendid imperial state car- 
rbjp That which was captured during the late 
war, a d  pnblkly. exhibited in this eauntry, afford- 
ed a tolerable specimen of what h e  state &- 
ages me. I t  war, oae of the most eingulm and 
magnifioeat produ&iom of art h a t  can well be 
imagined, presenting one e n t h  b k  of gold, d- 
ver, and precioua stones, the number of the latta 
amounting to many thousands, - comprehending 
diarmmds,- rubies, white a& blue a a p p h ,  eme- 
ralds, S W ~ ~ ~ Y S @  v, tol- cFye6ale @f 
d eorts. Tbe carving wps of a very superior & 
ccription; and the form and co@mction of?:the 
carriage, though curio88 to Ewopean eyee, ~ d e  
mverbheleas in such good taete, and the workman- 
ship eo chaste and refbed, that the general effect 
was exceedingly imposing. -It1 war, between twantp 
red thirty feet high, and is in-Birmah dmap dmwa 
by elepbanta. 

Ridiculous as the imprtance &hed to t b  
wwttem by thia Eastern d q m t  may w m ,  ir is 
pbab ly  well for the co~mtry over which he beam 
away that hi diepadone lead him to inddge 
in e r m s  of no more rrLninal a kind. The Bir- 
man monarch, cowions as he is of hi o w  p w ~ ,  
a d  willing enough on many ommions to exert it 
t9 the utmost, does not on the whde see~a desir- 
om to interfere materially with the d o d c  ha- 



bidr a d  fnapmese OF& peepb. To those a t  6 
dietance, whomhe kaows to be poeeeseed of pow& 
ss well &I himaelf, he is invariably r e s e d  hnd 
haughty ; to b e  whom birth or accidental cir- 
comotrnces have given a high, and perhaps formi- 
dable rank in the eta&, he 9eldom mmples at 6be 
dictatee, either of prudenee 6r fsar, to be both 
ernel and uujmt; but to those whom forhme hss 
plpeed in what he re@ an unmeaaursble grade 
below him in the wale af.creation, he ie,altogedter 
hdXerent, viewing them ooly as tools in the hande 
of hi magistrstes and governme, by which to d- 
k t  hie meaemw of state policy: Thie will per-' 
hap appear still more*clearwhen we.have eaid a 
iew worde on - 

111. B I R M . ~ ~  Lrars~anv~ ENAGTMEWTS~ 
All the eitiee throughout the empire are governed 
by Maywboone, who appsrently cormpond prettp 
marly with MU-lwd Maym. The M~ywboon 
is commody m&ed by three uther civil magis- 
trate% d o  act ea jlldgm in all civil snd criminal 
mi@, holding their conrt in the town-huIl or 
'' FIam of Truth, " of which there ie one m wery 
city. Besides, twery great o0icar, whether citil 
or rnhuy, is a justice bf peaca w i t h  a certain 
dhtrict, and can try petty causes, and punish tree-' 
passea by flogging, he, or imprismment. One of 
the great evils, indeed, to which the people are 
expad, a r k s  from the mnltiplici~ of these 0%- 

, cers, ,who elsim the privilege of acting as justices of 
peace. All cauaea,must originate in tbe town- 
hall, but may be removed by appeal% the L o w ,  
ar Chat Court of Qe. empire, gld PitimBtal y to 



7@ THE BIR*E&E tMPfl% 

Bin %je&yin C d ;  but 6he 
teining a hewing there is enonnoua 

I n P B d i t l o n t o t 8 e c o m m o n m o d e e B ~  
csllse%, which is by the ancient *R I-, muoh - 
&red, it m, by wbseqmnt e r n  h m  ha 
d g i d  i~&tutee, trials by odeat, veoying a pod 
d d  Ram t h e  of India, me common t l ~ r w g b  
the empire. O f f  ah of this kind, Captain Coar; . 
mmtiow the following &om instance wbicb beeP, 
phce, to &ertam the truth of an aecaastioa of 
wlultery against a nsqiva '4 The d&nBaut denp 
isg the charge, the pPincipals, witmapea d 
&JOUI'llt?d to 8 BIIOP\~ p e  th d S  

the a w n ,  when all tlre pedies were solemptp 
m o r n  according to the rites of the &iwaa fa*, 
the depositions of the witnesses taken down, aml 
t&e Deity invoked by the priest to jPlfge behveen 
the  pa^&%. A ae&ib qwmity of WRX aaaP 
~ b e d i n ~ ~ ~ n q a p d f o ~ ~  
kao cspdles, which were lighted at the enme in- 
stant. Chw ' ~ 8 8  bekl by tbe plofna the other bgr 
fie defendent ; .ad the hobb of the aaPBle wbich 
&st hmed out WEE .ctjPdged ta b e  MQPB M y ,  
a d  of ooarrae last the mum, and would b .en- 
t e n d  to pap * cast of the suit, d g  to 
400 tecsls, d damages 300 tank. In this 
the defendant's caa& burn4 out ht, when the 
people gave a shout, and the phbtiif'pfidhru- 
ing prepmd a band af wmic and deam, they 
orhibited before the people. " 

In &ir punietunanta the Birmans ara e& 
ingly severe. The mildeat mannet of d h b g  
death is te h e  the bead taken offwith a 1- 
m e ,  commodyrt one stroke. Killing, by uwhtts 
modes of barbarous torture, La much more common. 



LEf3Ii3LATIVB ENACTMENTS. .71 
lkpriweo may not rrgfrequeatly be purchaesd wish 
money, however deserving of punishment tee 
defactors be; but, if money be wanting, the 
sLghteet offence is visited without mercy. Mrs 
Judeon, who writes an account of the American 
Baptist Miesion to the Binnan empire, r e h  
tbe particulars of one or two executiom at whit& 
she and her husband were present. The scenes 
were shocking in the extreme. On one occaaian 
L6 fOUT Bimana were fastened to a high fence, 
first by the hair of the head and neck; &eir 
a~eos were then extended horizontally, ae fsr ae 
they wuld be stretched, without d i s b i o n ,  and 
a cord tied tight around them ; their thiihs aud 
rlega were then tied in their natural poeition ; they 
were ripped open from the lowest to the higkt 
extremity of the stomach, and their v i a  and part 
of theii bowele were hanging out ; , lrrrge gashes 
were cut in a d~wnward direction in thew sides 
and thighe, so as to bare the ribs nnd thigh- 
bonee. One, ,wb I suppow. wae mare guilty 
than the re&, had an Lon ias-ent k t  
sid&ng through the breaet, and part of his vi- 
tsle pushed out ia the opposite direction. Thug 
with the under jaw fallen, their eyes open and 
h d ,  naked, excepting a cloth round the middle, 
they h u g  dead. " Afterwards, Mrs Judson was 
present when six men were executed. There were 
seven culprits indl; but of these two were brothers, 
who requested to be shot, asking, at the same h e ,  
to be pardoned if the fourth shot should miss. The 
elder brother waa fired at four times without effect, 
and WAS then loosed from the tree to which he 
had k e n  tied, amidst the sbuuta md laughter of 

2 c 2 



the npectataa. The y o m p  w a  #em 
fmtanate: he expiled at the mend uhiot. Tlre 
remaihing five were beheaded eaeh bt one blow- 

We went c1w to them, " ssp Mn, Judeom, s 

" and saw theiz 6mBke and tk& he& 'd && 
k l .  W e  saw a man put his foot on one of the 
 trunk^; and presrr i t  with as lit& feefing ad md 
woald tred upon a bemt. " Thm piece of wand 
tan cruelty must not hswewr be ceneiderd ar 
characteristic of national feding as it is & h l y  
thet none but the womt charaetem f r e q m  
wch s d e e  ~ 1 1  these. I h e  d m  of the pegl 
meatawes alhded to were vnriom. One had k 
digging under a pagoda ; anether had s 8 a b d  6 
woman, but had not kiHed her ; sed the m& esapec 
robbers. 

One gmat ohkc4 bf the bhese  la*, ie t e e  
cure the allegiance of the subject to the sovedgat 
?'he form of the oath of allegimce is. p a r d d d ) r  
solemn and imposing. A book of religiem Mi 
tutions, and an image with a bowl of warn, am 
plaoed before the pmon tvho is alum6 t6 cake k. 
Tbe image is held up before him, he be bewl 
in l~in hancls, and repests these worde r-" ID th 
presence of the Creator of five thonmntl Wo@ltb, 

+ 
with all tlte eaints therein, five large rivets, and 
five hundred small, the sees and d l  t h e k h , * I  
d l  the saints and angels in hmven and d te 
bear me witness, that I wish to be s trne cad 
faithful sulject of. the king of Am. w a d  
grant, that, if I should dmert his a d c e ,  m 9  
nut pafis in safety by water, bat the fi~hee of she 
occbnn may (levour and tear me to pieees ! Mq 
ad grant, that, if I shoyld deeert kis ~e*, f 
may not pasn in safety by land, bat be devoured 
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by wiM begeta of tb earth! May Goti grant, 
thpt, if I should not keep this oath, and ever rebel 
agninet my king and country, the above may Lap- 
p tO me; that I may be nfaicted with the 
amwargee of the Almighty, aad clii an ~~w 

! " This oath is thrice repspted ; tbe p ~ p e o  
em which it is inmibed ie then hnrnt, and tbe 
oshee put inta the 4 0 d  of water, in whieh the 
muzzle of a d e t  aPrl the of a sabre and 
h c e  being dippe J the per&saya :-" May these 
wmvcuw b e  &e instnunen& of mv destrum 
ha; if ever I e m w e  from the ooth i b ~ v e  jllst 
toLen 1 " The priest hen presents the bowl, md 
tbe water is drank. Should the oat11 ever be 
m w d  f~om, the delinquent is c~nsigned to a ca- 
pi@ punimhment of the most dreadful kind, corn, 

manly impalement, a d  hie h o w  and family are 
k t .  

Them ie a great namher of shvns in the Biw 
man empim, tho fatl!w of a family being always 
dowed to sell his rvi.fe and children for the pay- 
ment of hie deb.  Thin he is frequently ohligad 
ta do, not on aqount of any debts which ha va- 
luataPily incum, bat because, under this cleswia 
p v e w m e d ,  a tax is frequently levied en an in& 
d u a l  lnwb bepd llis alilityto pay, a d  he ia 
pot to the Mure until the eum be produced, 
The cane, however, is still harder when the psrent 
&a in deht ; for then the weditor may lay claim 
to the arpharul, and either =tab them biglself, OE 

d l  &em for an equivalent sum. Notwithstand- 
ing all theweeverkieu, hopvaver, the Biiman sys- 
6Pm of ~ W B  containe much that i~ good ; and, on 
the wide, we dqnbt extremely that there ia a 
p a w  proportion af crime or misery that em- 
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pire, than will be found in cauntrh which b 
of s greater share of civilization. 

IV. PUBLIC A N D  DOMESTIC CHARACTER QP - 
XBE PEOPLE.-It ia a matter of extreme di5kalty 
to spesk with any accuracy of national c- 
even where we have had numerous opportunities, 
by frequent intercome and personal observation, 
to draw ow own conclusione regar* it. Of a 
nation till lately so little known to us, and con- 
cerning which ite unfriendly d&paeitione towards 
M have tended to foster so many prejudicea, it 
becomes ns to speak with every caution and for- 
bearance. In time of war, more eapecqy if tbe 
country be ravaged by an invadii army, it ir, next 
@ impoesible for those invaders to form any j u t  
conception of the people whom they have wme to 
conquer and to kill. In speaking of the Birmeae, 
therefore, as a nation, we should much d e r  aL 
low ourselves to be guided by the opinions enter- 
tained, and the facts stated, by such of our country- 
men ee happen to have had an o p p o d t y  of vieit- 
ing it in times of peace and tranquillit7 Yet even 
tbey, we find, dieagree widely among themselves. 
Nor is thii to be wondered at, considering the va- 
rious aspects under which various circumstances 
place dzerent foreigners. Colonel Symea, we 
have seen, entertained, on the whole, rather a fa- 
vourable impression of the Birmese, though he by 
no means shut his eyes to some of their ruling 
vices-sueh as cunning, avarice, and cruelty. On 
the whole, we are disposed to think with him, 
that we shaU get nearest the truth by taking 8 
middle conree. If they are apt to be audaciouo 
and haqhty tow& e-m, it cannot be deni- - 



sd tbst they me in no sligh degree patriotic and' 
murageaus. If, in tkeit clealiig with each other, 
they are too often litiioua and deceitful, they are 
dib the eame time charitable to their priests and 
the poor, and much inclined to be hospitable and 
cheerful. IF m war they sre treacherous and. fe- 
m i m ,  they are ako  patient under sufferings, 
frugal and hardy. If in their pemons, houses, and 
hod, they are inclined, from a lazy habit, to be  
cadem and filthy, %hey am in g e n m l  dection- 
ate parents, dutiful children, s inc~re friends, and 
zkot vindictive enemies. Mrs Judson, an intel- 
ligent woman, who has lived many yeam in the 
B i i a n  empire, goes sti8 fnrtber. She d e s c r i h  
the Birmese as a lively, indnutrious, and enerd 
getic race, further advaneed in civilizstion then 
most of the Eastern nations. They rue frank, 
candid, and destitute of that pusillanimity which 
dietinpishes the Hindoos, and of that rev-' 
ful malignity whioh is a leading t d t  in the Ma- 
lay character." 

Some of their Domebtic custems are curious. 
W e  can only mention a few.. If a young wo- 
man gram ill, the doctor e d  her parents fre- 
quently enter in%o an agreement, that, if she 
lime, the doctor shall take her as hi property; 
bat, if she dieg that he shall pay her w h e  to 
the parents. " I do not know, " says D r  Bu- 
eharmn, a writer of much research, " if the doc- 
tor may self the girl @, w must retain her in 
hh family; but the number of fine young women, 
wkich I saw in tlie hmse of a doctor at Meaday, 
makes me thmk the paactice to be very ccmmon." 
' In  their food, the Birmsns, according to our 
netions, are very uncleanly. The lower classes 



eat all kin& ef reptilee, litgnlo, gapap~, rd 
snakes. Their religion forbids them killing animal - food ; and, consequently, Pnimcrle that have died 
from diseaee are generally eaten thronghoot tbe - 
country. Captain Cox thinks that thia cnetoqi, 
in which they resemble their neighborn the Chi- 
nese, ie the c a w  of a d r d l  disorder that at- 
tacks the extremities with ulc8roue sores, which 
mon mortify, and leave tboee that survive dip 
gusting and mutilated objects. Horse-desb is in 
peca l i  estimation among all the artificers in me- 
ials, who think it beat ca&xhd to qcruit tbe 
otrength wasted by working at their forgaa 
Venison is the only meat permitted to be eold iu 
the marketa, a privilege allowed for the encow: 
agement of huntem. The killing of @ COW, ia 
punisbed with particular severity. 

The Birmans are exwdingly fond of pptp 
and amusements of dl eorts. In private, cheee 
is the& favourite entertainment, a game they de- 
servedly hold in high estimation. Their board 
the eame ae o m ,  and so is the number of their 
pieces; but they vary considerably in power. Thq 
arrange them in three rows, so that eome eqnnreo 
on either hand left unoccupied. The me,. 
as played by them, is a good deal more complex 
than om.  Theii sacred writings prohibit all 
games of chance; but they expreaaly auth& 
chess. Music is another favourite recreation of 
the Birmans. Their musical instruments, though, 
in many respects, rude and imperfect, are yet ca- 
pable of producing tones of much power and sweet 
na. Their softer ah, in particular, please even 
the somewhat fastidiow of foreigners. Their 
~rincipd ipstrnmentm an?, a harp of uncouth am- 
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etmct+ ; a hmr, which is something like our vio- 
; a prdumy, which is a common flageolet ; 

8 Rye-mp, which is composed of a collection of 
 cymbal^, producing modulated gradations of sounds ; 
a patoh, or guitar, made in the shape of a crow- 
dile, and used as an accompaniment to the voice; 
a batprdaw, or collection of drums, used in full 
.bands in processions ; and a heem, or pipe of Pan, 
composed of reeds, neatly joined together, and 
producing soft plaintive melody. Dr Buchanan 
purchased a whole set of these musical instru- 
ments for something under six guineas ; and sug- 
-gee@, that it would be no unprofitable speculation, 
to import intb tbis country a band of Birmese 
musicians, who would probably attract considera- 
bb attention. Almost every Birman has some in- 
etrument or other to beguile his vacant hours ; he 
who can sprocare no better, is contented with a 
Jew's harp. 

Their public amasements consist principally 
of exhibitions of fire-works, in which they great- 
ly delight, and which, during certain annual fee- 
tivale, are d w a p  provided at the expense of go- 
vernment. Water contests, too, as described by 
Colonel Symes, and which seem to be a k i d  
of substitute for the want of mow-bells, are com- 
mon, and much relished. The Birmese are like- 
wise a b a t i c  people, and give considerable en- 

"T ent to stage representations, although it 
does ot appear that they have made much pro- 
grew beyond pantomime and melo-drama. Indian 
jugglers, and other mountebanks, are continually 
perambulating the country; and, on the whole, 
they appear to have almost a Parisian delight in 
etrange aighta and sbows. 
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In p e d  a p m  ih Bieae r d  
the Chinese more than the Hind- The men 
are, in general, not much above the middle size, 
but are robust and active ; and, from a C1QtOlB 
they have of pluckiig aut their bear& letaia a 
youthhl nppeamnm for s long time. In thair 
temperament there is little of the languid h 
tipity which distjnguishes the n d v w  of Hiados 
tan. The nose is generally small, bat m t  tb#sP 
ed like that of the negro. Their sxqhx im b 
dark, a k i d  of medium between the deep tinge 
of tbe inhabitant of Africa and the dear bloori~ 
of the Ewopem; it M, in bet+ of a light yellow. 
The women are somewhat fairer, and, in general, 
well made, though m d i e d  60 co'pnlenoe ; their 
hair is almost always bbck. Mked 6th be Bir- 
mese are the rema& *of severql peadiar taibee. 
The Sham or HighNders, heady mentioned, 
am the most rem~kable. They are di- 
by their simple, honeat, end i n o w v e  ma+m, 
h d  epeak a dialect peculiar to themselvek Tbase 
tri4es, however, live an th6 best terms with the 
Birmese. What is stiH more fort-, tbr -t& 
gcqle, there does not erist amopg them any 
such ihiig ae casts-the &ef curse of maf~y - 
parts of India. Society is with them founded 
s much more liberal basis> the pathto rank, weal* 
and honour, b e i  alike to all. This ie, of 
itself, su%cient to secure for tbem a mu& mom 
rapid progrew in the scale of nations, t h h  aabp 
ever be made by mmy of the surromding cam- 
tries. 

R ~ t ~ c ~ a ~ . - T h e r e  cannot be a doubt that 
the Bnnese are entitled to be comiderecl a dsvo~t  



rrd piom people, r l t h g h  wbat they tam religion 
weaid hardly go &fider that appellation i n  any 
pnrt of E ~ o p e .  WhiiSt they believe ia the ex- 

- isteace of varioue p d ~ ,  or of human beinga who 
have become gode, they have bed no coneep- 
tion A t e v e r  of a &pime Being, who has 
created, and preeerves the aniverse. The s p -  

' tern bf mode,  however whicll. their religieqs 
ctm~nea in-, is gomi ; the fiu of ptinieb- 
ment, aml hepe of reward, the motives hekl 
out for the practice of virtue. Godadra or Gand- 
1 ~ q  their eupneme divinity, ie believed by them 
so . h v e  been the inamation of Buddha 
TJE particuk amlib&& with +hi& they invest 
&, aa well as $e leadlhg prihciples of their creed, 
wil l  be beat dgretood  by a p e d  of the follour- 
ing intemktidg d m m ,  -tad ham the 
original Birmese by D r  Buelmu~& d which WB 
have ventured on e l i i t l y  abridging, to a&pt it 
W r  tq our limits It is antitled, 

A Short View of lhe Religion of Godama. 

6 1  A Catholic B'ishop, r&hg at Ava, some time ago 
asked the chief h h a n ,  called Znradot,ura, to g?ve him 
some short treatise, which would expwn thc heads of the 
law taught by Gddama. The Zarado, wilmg to satis* 
dm Blshop, wrote for his use the fullowing treatise:- 

&< The gods who haw appeared in thii pkesent world, 
and who have obtained the perfect state, Niebcm, are Pour, 
Chauchasam, Gon$&rh, Gaspa, and Godlrrha. 

** Q. d f  which d tbese g6ds on* the law at preiknt 
to be followed ? 

'i A. Of the god God- 
(' Q. Where is  the god W a m h  ? 
'' A. Godama, at the 4ge of thirty-five gears, h4ving c% 

tained divinity, preached Ms law for fbrtj-five y e w  and 
bro~rght salvation to all fiving beingk At dghty years of 

VOL. 11. 2 D 
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age he obitbed Nieban, and this happed %36B.y- 
ago. Then Godama aid, 6 After I shall have departed 
from this earth, I will preserve my law and disciples for 
five thousand years; ' and he commanded that his images 
and d i e s  hould be worshipped, which has aceordin& 

- 
been ever sinoe done. 

Lr Q. I n  saying that Godama obtained hriban, what is 
understood by that word ? 

A. When a person is no longer subject to any of the 
following miseries, namely, to weight, dd'age, disease, 
and death, thee he is said to have obtained N*n. No 
thing, no place, can giwe us an adequ- idea of N&n ,; 
we commonly say, that to be free from the four abova 
mentioned miseries, and to obtain salvation, is Nicban. I n  
the same manner as when m y  person, labouring unda s 
severe diaecrse, recovers by the d t s n c e  of medidoc, we 
my, he hes obtained health ; but if any person wishes to 
kmw the manner, or cause of his thus obtaining health, 
i t  can only be answered, that to be restored to health sig- 
nifies no more tbm to be recovered from disease. I n  the 
same manner only an we speak of Nieban, and dbr this 
n w n e r  Godams taught 

4s Q. I s  not Godame the only true god on the face of 
this earth ? 

A. Goduna ia theonly true aml pure god, who kmns 
the four laws called S i  and who can bestow Nicban. 
I n  the same manner as on the destruction of a kingdom, 
many arise who aspire to the throne, and who assume the 
myal insignia; so, when the time fixed for the duratioh of 
the law p d n g  Godama had expired, and i t  had been 
propbeaied for a thousand yesrs that anew god was about 
to appear, six men, before the coming of Godam- pre- 
tended that they were gods, and each of them was follow- 
ed by five hundred disciples. 

" Q. Did those false gods preach no doctrine ? 
&' A. They did preach, but that which they taught wan 

false. 
" 8. What did they teach ? 
" A. One taught, that the cause of all the good and 

which happen in  the world, of poverty and wealth, bf 
nobility and want of rank, was a certain superior Not of 
the woods, who, on this account, ought to be worshipped 
by mankind. 

" A second taught, tbat aikr death men were by no 
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.h.ngcd into abiads, and that a* on being 

slain, were nbt changed into men: but that, after deatlb 
men were alwsys born men, and animals born aaimals. 

61  A third denied the proper Nieban, and awntad, that 
dl living k ings  had their begipning in their mother'a 
womb, and would have their end in death ; and that there 
ir no other Nieban but this death 

* I  A fourth taught, that all living things neither had a 
beginning, nor would have an end ; and that wery thing 
wPieh happens arisea from a fortuitous and blind fate. H e  
denied the lot of good and evil deeds, which, according to 
the law of GodPmP, is the efficient c a w  of all the good 
snd evil that happen to living beings. 

' I  The fi* taught, that Nieban w&ts in nothing more 
tbu, the life of certain-Nat cu~d Biamma, who live for tbe 
wbole duration of a world H e  asserted, tJmt the chips 
good works ere, to honour our paren4 to endure the hest 
of the sun or of the fire, and to support hunger ; hat there 
ia no crime in killing a d d s .  H e  said, that such as per- 
formed chese good works, would be rewarded ib a future 
life, and tin! lDEh as did the ooatnry would be puni&d. 

'8  The last taught, that there existed a being, who had 
ereated the world, and all things which ere therein, and 
that this being only is worthy to be adored 
a '' Now aU these h l s e  gods or deitti taught such things, 
m t  because they believed them to be true, but in order tp 
answer questions which had been proposed to them, they 
mid whatever at the tima came into their minds. 
'' Q. When the r u e  god Godama appeared, dld not 

the f& gods renounce their doctrine ? 
" A. Some of them did, but othern stiU continue o b  

h a t e  ; and with all these Godsma fought in the king- 
dom Soulti, near the tree ManchQ What greater miracle 
can be performed ? 
. Q: I n  this c o o f l i  who pined  the superinrity ? 

6' A. Godama did ; on which account the rinaleader of 
the false gods was so darned, that, tying a p&ibont his 
neck, he threw timwlf into a river, and was drowned. 

Q. What m the doctrine and h w  which Godamn de- 
livered to be observed by all men I 

* Here the Zarado probddy a h d m  to Deradat, as the 
Rahans sall Jesus Christ. 
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ce A. It consists chieffy fn obsewiag rlre &e ~ m m ~  
Bents, and in abstaining from the ten sins. 

6' Q. What are the five commandmen~s? 
A. I. From the meanest insect up to m y ,  thod shalt 

kiH no animal whatever. 11. Thou shalt nol)bted. IIP 
T h u  shalt not violate the wik or concubine nf another. 
IV. ~ h o u  shalt tell nothing false. V. Thou shalt dcinL 
neitherwine, nor any thing that will intoxicate; thou shalt 
not eat opium, nor other inebriating drug. Whoevei 
keeps these five commandments, during all successive 

tions, shall either be bMn a nobleman, or M, 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ R t  be lpbk to poverty, nor to other misfxtuoea 
and calamities 

' I  Q. what  are the wn sins? 
'1 A. These are called by the common appellutim Drc 

xamik, and are divided mto three classes I n  the 
class are comprehended the works which are contrary to 
tbe commandments ; namely, I. The killing of animah. 
11. TheR 111. Adultery. In the second dsrs are c w k  
tained, 19. Fakehood. ' V. -I)iscord. VI. Hush and im 
dignant language. YII. Idle and superflnous talk. Zb 
the &ird dass  belong, VIII .  The covetingof your neigh- 
boor's goods. IX. Envy, and the desire of your neigb- 
bur ' s  death, and misfortune3. X. l 'he following of the 
doctrine of fake gods. H e  who abstains kom &exe dna 
is said to obwrve Sila ; and every one who observes Silo, 
in all meessive trapsmigrations, will wntinually increase 
in virtue, till at length he will beeome worthy of behdd- 
ing a gd, of hearing his great voice ; and thus he will 
obtain Nieban, and be exempted from the Lw k- sai 
series, namely, weight, oJd age, disease, d d a n h  We 
must also believe, that Godama taught, if we observe hi. 
hws, we shall see the other gods who are to arise aRer 
him. 

Revolvmg these Wngs in your minds, 0 ye RngIuh, 
Du&h, Armenians, and 0th- adom Godsma, the true 
God ! Adore also his law and his prie~ts. Be solicitous 
in giving alms, in the observance of H a ,  and in perform- 
ing B a o n ~ ~ o .  But a true and legitimate priest of G o d m  
is uot to Iw f o n d ,  except in this empire, or in the islud 
of G,ylon ; and you, 0 bishop ! have obtained a great lot, 
wllo have been thought worthy, although born in one of 
tile small islands depending on Zobudibo, to came hither, 
and to hear the truth of the divine law. This b k  which 
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now give you, i s  qoge estimable than gold and silver, 

k a n  diamonds and precious stones. Ail11 I erltort all 
English, Dutch, Amzenians, and others, faithfully to trans- 
cribe its contents, and diligently to act according to the 
precepts aerein contained. " 
. The veneration paid to Godama throughout the empire, 
is great and unceasing. Of the manner in which the re. 
li ious ceremonies upon great occasions are performed, 

rs Judson thus writes. '6 This is the season for the great 4 
feast of Gaudama. I t  commenced yesterday, and is to 
continue for three d a ~ s  I t  is observed all over the coun- 
t ry;  but I presume the multitude collected in this place 
is much greater than at any other, excepting Ava. Priests 
and people come in boats from a great distance to worship 
at, the pagoda in this place, which is supposed to contain 
tbe relick of G a u d m a  The viceroy, on these days, goes 
out in all the pomp and splendour possible, dressed and 
ornamented with all the insignia of office, attended by the 
members of government and the common people. After 
kneeling and worshipping at the pagoda, they generally 
spend the day in amusements, such as boxing, dancing, 
singing, thatrical exhibitions, and fireworks. Most of 
the older people spend the night at the pagoda, and listen 
to the instructions of the priests. " 

Of course, the priests are in Birmah a numerous 
and popular tribe. They live by themselves in 
monasteries, wear yellow apparel to distinguish 
their shaven heads and unshod feet, and are sup- 
ported by voluntary contributions. Persons of all 
ages are admitted into the priesthood. They live 
a life of celibacy, and perform no labour. Their 
days of public worship are indicated by the four 
quarters of the moon. Those of the full and new 
moon are the moet solemn. 

As was to be expected, the Birmans are not 
wntented with being religious alone, but are also 
p l y  superstitious. Astrologers are in great re- 
pute among them, who predict lucky and unlucky 
days, watch the position of the planets at the b i d  

2 ~2 



of children, 'and read a men's fwhme a n  the palm 
of his hand. The e+stence of evil spirits, ghosts, 
witches, and aH kind of b b m ,  is firmly - 
dited. They 6uppoee- that eertsin kin* of dim- 
ease6 may be frightened away by making a great 
noise ; and the medical profeseion is peculiarly nn- 
der the control of superstition, charm beiug firadV 
believed in, and m ideal potency attached to many 
medicinal compounds. The dead are burned or  
buried (the former being considered the moet ho- 
aoumble) with kligions rites ; but it d o e  not ap- 
$ear that matrimonial connexione are eonaidered se 
Laving any thing to do with the teneta of Godma 
In no country, indeed, are merrisges m o ~ s  quickly 
go* up, polygamy being allowed, and a Binnon 
sometimes taking to himself t h m  or four wives in 
the course of a month. Upon this subject much 
more that i intemting and important might be 
written, but o w  spa& fbrbide. * 

VI- ~ T E R A T U R E T ~ B  Birmese a d 
educated peeple, a t  least ,the male part ef dm am- 
munity, she boys th roughm~ the empire * 
taught by %be prieRte In& to read and w h .  
There iR a library in almost every monaatary. Ia - 
their more elfypnd books they write on sheeta of 
fvory, or on very fine white palmylrr leaves. Tlwr 
margins of the former are mementad with gild- 
ing, and of the latter with %owem painted in va- 
rious bright colours. In their mom common book 

* We would refer thoae who are desirous of moee is- 
fonnatiop mwerning the religion of tbe Birmese, to an 
cxceurlingly able snd erudite paper by Dr Bnclinnan, in tlre 
6tll.Vol. of the Asiatic Researches, where hluch new a1.d 
CorloUb information will bc.foond. 
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leP pahs are taken, the cbamtm being enpved 
with an k.on Btile an p a l m p  leaves of an inbrior 
-a The contente af thew books are variom. 
Those upon law and religion are d y  translated 
&om the ancient Wli Ipngnage, which in prababby 
the same as the fihmwiit. There are many treo- 
tieee on law. On medicine also there are s e v d  

' books of authority ; but little ia k w n  of suqpy, 
d e n a  the art of dressing wounds and ~etting bones. 
Inoddon, too, hoe been lately introduced, but is 
not yet @. The Biiane have many histo- 
rim, priPcipally of the liven and actions of their 
own kmge ; an4 like some oE the mast celebrsted 
Greek a d  &man historians, the witers always 
take care to give a pprtiCUlpF account of all tho 
omene and prorlqka which accompanied the evenu 
they relate. They heve aleo d a t e d  for their 
own nee the hhn iea  of the Cbinw, the Siamese, 
md  some other neighburning nations. They am 
exceeaively fond of poetry ; but their poetry ~s al- 
most entinily lyrical, and most of it written for 
the purpoPle of being adapted to mueic. Their 
dramatic enta&uwmte are principally musical, 
with a little dancing and dialogue i n t r o d d  occa- 
sionally. The oubject is commonly taken from 
rome of the legends of their heroes ; and aft= the 
different characters and songs have been meiggect 
to the difFerent performem, the dialogue itself in 
left tb the extempocaneow ingenuity of the actor. 
Thew nctocs are for the moat part Siamese, and , 
,exhibit in general before an indulgent and easily 
p k l  audience. 

'l'he Rirman language seems to be far from hav- 
ing axiyed :kt any fixed state of grainmaticd per- 
fection. 111 its original btate it nas probably pwcly 



8a THE WBMEXE EMPIRE. 

m q u o b ' i c  ; bat ae the' Pali beP been very libor- 
ally en@d on io, many polpyllablea have been 
consequently formed. c c  I t  h no inflexions," says 
a writer upon this subject, " and depends h t  
entirely on juxtaposition for the relative value d 
its w h .  Ite pronouns and particlea are pecdiar, 
its idiom few and simple, its metaphors of the 
moet obvious kind, but it ie copious in ten- ex- 
pressive of rank and d i i i ty  ; and the rank of the 
speaker is indicated by the peculiar p h l o g y  
which he employs. Repetitions of the eaple born 
and espreesion ara dd, rather than shunned ; 
and a sententioas brerity and naked sbpk i ty  06 
phrase are tLe grestest beauties of which the lan- 
guage 8dmits. " One @t impediment in the , 
way of obtrrining acritical knowledge of the Birman 
language ie,,thrrt them is no mgular atandad of 
d o g m p h p  nor1 no jpmmar ndea of universal 
applieartioa Every author speb &I a fashion 
of his owat; glfl what is good grammar with one, 
ie considered gmssly inaccurate by another. Mr 
and &b Judeon studied the hnguage for two 
years, before makiag any eomiddde progress in 
it. With the exception, indeed, o i  the sel* 
circumstance, that the Birmans write from left to 
right, there is no one common feature between 
any of their books and t h w  of Europe. The 
forms of expression, the shape of the letters, the 
appearance of the words, which are not divided 
end distinguished by breaks, points, and capitals, 
but nm together in one unbroken line, making a 
whole paragraph look like one word, the charm- 
tern scratched on dried palm-leaves, and every 
f*, in short, that f o m  the constituent partat of 



a book, beara an oriental, and, to' the conceptions 
of a foreigner, a new and strange appeamnce. 

There can be little doubt, that the introduction 
into Biiah of some of the improvements made 
by the Weatern nations, in the art of dimemihat- 
ing knowledge, would be attended with the happieat 
results in that country. Nor is there much reason 
to fear, that one of the consequences of the late 
war, or rather of the terms of peace, will be the 
@ual d i i i o n  of many European cmtoms and 
luxuries over that empire. I t  is a moat importaut 
fact, that though female education seems to be in- 
tentionally neglected, there is hardly a male through- 
out tbe empire who cannot both read and write. 
The b e e e ,  though a vain, are not a bigoted or 
narrow-minded people; and the day is probably 
not far distant, when the enlightenhg influence of 
their British neighboms, eombined with their own 
increasing willingneee to receive instructioh, may 
raise them to a rank, hitherto arrogated, more 
through a spirit of empty pride, than fnirly won, 
either by their military prowess, or intellectual 
and moral greatnem. 
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