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AT nine o'clock in the morning of the 11th of
July, I took possession of the royal barge with
ceremonious formality, accompanied by the Woon-
dock and Baba-Sheen. The platform on the out-
* side contained space for thirty-two rowers, sixteen
on each side; but on this occasion the oars werp
not fastened, as it was meant to be drawn by war-
boats. The inside was divided into three small
apartments, handsomely fitted up ; the roof and
sides were lined with white cotton, and the floor
covered with carpets and fine mats. I proceeded
in this barge till one o’clock, and then returned to
;:“y) own boat, which was a mueh more convenient,
ugh less dignified conv: .
- After leneilgglﬁNeoundm eastern bank of
the river rises to a perpendicular height, eighty or
one hundred feet above the river. yh tl:gsli.deof
the cliff, rather more. than: half way up, we saw
some apertures resembling doorways, and were
told that they were entrances into caves which
bad formerly been inhabited by hermits, who, de-
sivous of withdrawing. from -the werld, had exca-
wvated these abodes with their owm hands, and
dwelt in them for the remainder of their lives,
ing no farther intercourse with their fellow-
creatures than what was neeessary to receive their
food, which was lowered down to them by a rope.
The Birmans do not inflict on themselves disgust-
fal tortures after the manser of the Hindoos; but
. théy deem it ‘meritorious to mortify the flesh, by
the voluntary penance of abstemiousness and self-
denial. 'Solitary seclusion has, at seme period.or
sther, been accounted praiseworthy in most coun.
tries. During the reign of monkish superstition,
it prevailed very-commonly throughout Europe.
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Our Jegendury talee are not wholly unfounded
The Hermit of Warkworth is said to have had its
origin from & fact. Birmans, however, though
bigoted, ave-not gloomy, and gre in general blesss
ed with a disposition too cheerful to retire from
the world in hopeless despondency, or. sullen dis-
content. -
Our journey this day was slow, and we perceive
ed little that differed from what has already been
described.- The islands formed by the river were
long, and succeeded each other with such small
iatervals, that the full breadth of the river, from
bank to bank, seldom eould be seen. We judged
it to be in most places. three miles wide. Our
boats kept near the eastern shore, and passed, on
that side, the towns of Sirraykioum and Gner-
voutoh. During the latter part of the day, the
country seemed fertile, and the soil richer than in
the neighbourhoed of Pagahm. The number of
inhabitants and cattle denoted a eonsiderable po»
* pulation. . In the evening we brought to near
Shwayedong, a small but neat town, containing
sbeat 300 houses ranged in a regular street. Each
dwelling had & small garden, fenced with a bam-
 boo railing. Two monasteries and .a few small
temples did not ‘claim particular notice; but the
tall and wide-spreading trees that overshadowed
them were objects of pleasing contemplation.
- On the next day, July 12th, we continued our
, sometimes going fast, at others slow and
with difficulty, as the wind favoured us, the
reaches of the river winding eo much that we had
it on all quarters. Keozee, on the eastern side,
wras the place of most consequence, and was orna~
mented with several neat temples. At balf-past



4 EMBASSY . TO AVA.

five in the evening: I went on shore; aud found the
adjacent country divided into fields, which, at s
proper season, are cultivated. . The remains of a
tobacco plantation, that had produced a crop in
the former year, were yet lying on the ground.
Detached . hills. appeared to the eastward. . We
brought to, and spent the night near a small vil-
lage called Toucheac, to the north of Yebbay.
Here the inhabitants get their livelihood by selling
Lapac, or pickled tea-leaf, of which the Birmans
are extremely fond. The plant, I was informed,
grows at a place called Palong-miou, a district to
the north-east of Ummerapoora. It is very in:
ferior to the tea produced in China, and is seldom
used but as a pickle.

On the following day we kept close to tho
eastern shore, and the breadth of the river being
in most places from three.to five miles, it was not
‘easy minutely to distinguish objects on the west-
ern bank. The country, as we advanced north,
increased in population, and improved in agricul-
ture. The land every where. indicated a deficien~
. ¢y of rain, being parched, and broken into deep
fissures, owing to the want of moisture. We un-
derstood that the season had been remarkably dry.
Rain, however, was shortly expected. The river,
notwithstanding the . failure of the monsoon,. con-
tinued to rise. We passed, on the eastern side,
Kiouptaun, or the Line of Rocks, Tanoundain, a
respectable town, with several other towns and
villages. In the evening we brought to gt an
island . opposite Tirroup-mew, or Chinese City.
There is @ small. district that bears the same name;
called 8o in commemoration of a victory gained
hege over an army of Chinese that invaded the
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Birman empire some centuries ago, at the period
when Pagahm was the seat of government ; whence
it appears, that the Chineee have long considered
this kingdom as a desirable conquest, and have
made more than one fruitless attempt to accom-
plish its subjection.

The next day we stopped five miles above Tir-
roup-mew, where the Keenduem mingles its wa-
ters with those of the Irrawaddy. This great ri-
ver comes from the north-west, and divides the

country of Cassay from that of Ava. The Bir-

mans say, that it has its source in a lake three
months journey to the northward. -It is navi-
gable, as far as the Birman territories extend, for
vessels of burthen. An imtelligent man belonging
to Dr Buchanan’s boat informed him that the most
distant town in the possession of the Birmans on
the Keenduem, was named Nakioung, and the first
Shaan town* was called Thangdat. The en-
trance of the Keenduem seemed somewhat .less
than a mile wide. The Irrawaddy, immediately
above the junction, became much narrower ; but I
imagine a stream was concealed, and that what
appeared to be the limits of the river was the bank
of an island formed by another branch.

In the men who rowed the war-boats that ac-
companied ‘the barge from Ummerapoors, I had

remarked features differing much from the other-

# Shaan, or Shan, ivs a very comprehensive term g.iven
to different nations, some independent, others the subjects
of the greater states. Thus, the Birmans frequently men-

tion the Melap-Shaan, or Shaan subject to the Birmans;.

the Yoodra-Shaan, subject to the Siamese; the Cassay-
Shaan, to the Cassayers. 2
) A

[



6 EMBABSY TO AVA.

‘boatmen, and & softness of countenance that re-
sembled- more the Bengal than the Birman' cha-
xacter of face. On inquiry, I learned that they
-were -Cassayers, or the sons of Cassayers, who
had been brought away from their native country,
at times when the Birmans carried their predatory
incursions across the Keenduem. = Eastern invad-
ers, who do not intend to occupy the territories
Jthey overrun, usually adopt the policy of convey-
i;g away the inhabitants, particularly children;
whom they establish within their own dominions,
and thus acquire additional strength by augment-
ing the number of their subjects. This has been
a practice of Asiatic warfare from time immemo-
rial. The last contest of the English with Hyder
Ally depopulated the Carpatic. Children, until
they attain a certain age, may be transplanted with
safety, and will assimilate to -any soil ; but after
arriving at the years of maturity, the moet lenient
treatment will hardly reconcile the human mind to
coercive detention in a foreign country. The spot
where a person has passed the tender years of life,
the long renimmbered and impressive interval be-
tween infancy and manhood, be it where it may,
is ever dear to him. I should willingly have con-
versed with the Cassay boat people respecting
their nation, but my situation forbad me either to
gratify my own curiosity, or sanction the inquiries
of others.

At ten o'clock we reached the town of Yanda-
boo, remarkable for its manufactories of earthen. -
ware ; and in the course of the day we passed
many towns and villages, on each side agreeably
shaded by trees, particularly by the palmyra and.
the tamarind. Early in, the evening we brought
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to in' a -creek ‘which-leads up to a large town
named Summei-kioum. After dinner Dr Buchanan ,
and myself -took a walk along the margin of the
-creek, which carried us to the town by a wide
xirguit. 'We found the houses, though numerous,
mean, and very irregularly built. The grounds in
the neighbourhood were embanked for the culti-
vation of rice. The soil appeared to be goad, but
the inhabitants expressed the utmost anxiety on
the subject of rain. Not a drop had yet fallen
here, although, in the common course of seasons,
the monsoon should have commenced three weeks
earlier. - The poor people were carefully husband-
ing their rice straw for the suppert. of their cattle,
Jarge herds of which were endeavouring to pick
up a subsistence from the parched blades of grass;
in fields that were covered with dust instead of
verdure. The appearance of these -animals be-
spoke exeessive poverty, if not actual famine.

At Summei-kioum there is the greatest manu-
factory of saltpetre and gunpowder in the king-
_ dom. Here also is prepared the gunpowder that
is required for the royal magazines. It is the sole
occupation ‘of the inhabitants. Neither saltpetrs
nor gunpowder are suffered to be -exported under
any plea; nor can the smallest quantity be sold
‘without a special license from some man in power.
Early in the morning we left the neighbourhood

of gunpowder and saltpetre. Temples and villages
lined the banks so thickly that it would be tedious
to epumerate them. At nine o’clock we stopped
at Gnameaghee, célebrated for producing the best
tobaeco in the Birman empire. Many brick kilns
were on fire, preparing materials for building tem-
ples, of which there appeared to be already a suffi-
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cient number. Pursuing our journey, we passed
numerous islands. Some of them were cultivated,
and had houses, inhabitants, and trees. Towards
evening the wind suddenly rose to a storm. Mr
‘Wood and myself reached Sandaht, or Elephant
Village. Dr Buchanan’s boat could not make head
against wind and stream, and dropped an anchor.
Perceiving his situation, I despatched one of the
war-boats to his aid, when the united efforts of
both crews soon brought him in safety to the fleet.

Sandaht is a small town, which, together with the-

lands adjacent, is occupied entirely by the ele-
phant-keepers belonging to the royal stables. The
king is the sole proprietor of all the elephants in
his dominions; and the privilege to ride on, or
keep one of these animgls, is an honour granted
only to men of the very first rank and consequence.
His Birman majesty is said to possess 6000. In
- India, female elephants are prized beyond males,
on account of their being more tractable ; but in

Ava it is the reverse. Females are never used on-

state occasions, and seldom for ordinary riding,

which causes the other sex to be of much higher

value. It rarely happens however that either one
or the othier is to be purchased ; the kmgs exclu-
sive right, and the limited use that is made of
them, prevent their becoming an articlé of common
sale.

We set out at an early hour next morning.
Meahmoo, on the western side, appeared from the
water to be a large town, shaded by groves of
palmyra trees. It is remarkable for a manufactory
of coarse chequered cotton cloth, such as is worn by
the lower class of people. Yapndam, a town on the
eastern side, was distinguished by several temples,

. e — 8 e ..
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.opd a handsome monastery. About twelve o'clock
" the Shawbunder, whe, after the interview at Loong+
hee, had returned to Ava, again met us.. He had
travelled with, great expedition, having been at
court, and made his report. The present visit was
a .spontaneous act of civility. = He possessed a
small jaghire, or personal estate, in the neighbour-
hood, where he had prepared some, refreshments,
of which he requested I would stop to partake. . I
-complied with his desire, and accompanied him to
a bower formed in.a clamp of bamboos on the
bank of the nver, and shaded from the sun by an
srtificial awning of grass. Here we found a pro-
fusion of fruiiss; milk, butter; and preserves, in
dishes laid out on earpets. A company of danc-
4ing girls and mnsicians from a neighbouring village
entertained us with their mnsic and graces. I re-
mained as short a time as was consistent with eir
vility, and then pursued my voyage. We passed
in our progress several populous villages. pleasant-
ly situated, and adorned with well enclosed gar-
dens and. orchards of plantain, guava, and other
fruit-trees. - At night we brought to at Kioupta-
loun, where a large temple, sprrounded by several
small buildings, ‘was the only object that menwd
particular attention.

- Next day we got under way at the customm:y
hour, and made but slow progress, the wind head-
“ing us so far -that the square sails of the Birman
boats could not keep -full. Oars and poles were
plied with vigour, The river, which, though it
had net yet risen to its utmost periodical height,
‘bad overflowed its banks, filled all the water~
-oourses, and inundated the low grounds adjacent
to its bed. .As the force of the current lay in the
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middle of the stream, in order to aveid its ins
fiuence we frequently navigated through fields, in

which the tall grass and reeds appeared above the

surface of the water, and the trees had their stems
* immersed beneath the fiood. The swelling of the
Imawaddy is not influenced by the quantity of rain
which falls in the valleys, but by the terrents that
rush down from the mountains. Notwithstanding
~ the drought in the champaign country had been
greater this year than usual, the river was swollen
to its regular height, which, I was informed, it

rarely fell short of, or exceeded. Indeed, this part

of the country is seldom refreshed by copious rains; -

bat, like Egypt, depends on the overflowing of its
river to fertilize the soil. The Irrawaddy, during
the monsoon months, rises and subsides three or
four times. As our distance from Ummerapoora
diminished, towns and villages on each side recar-
red st short intervals, that 1t was in vain to inquire
the name of each distinct assemblage of houses.
Each, however, had its name, and was for the most
pert inhabited by one particular cliss of people,
professing some separate trade, er fellowing some
peculiar occupation. We were shown a tomb
erected to the memary of a person of high distine-
tion, who had been accidentally drowned near that
place fifteen years before. It was an oblong brick
building, one story high, with eight or nine doors
opening towards the river. Many beautiful tem-
_ ples and kioums would have engaged our atten-
" tion, had we not already seen such numbers, and
been assured that all we had viewed fell far short
of those which we should have an opportunity of
beholding at the capital. We brought to late in
the evening, at the lower landing place of what
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was once the city of Avs, andthemmpoluo‘
all the Birman emspire.
hthemmngltookahnymwofAnnqu
aleu. It is divided into an upper and lowes
city, both of which are fortified. The lower, which
is the most. extensive, I judged to be about four
miles in cireumference. It is protected by a wall
thm:yfeetblgh,atthofootofwhchtbmu:
deep and broad fosee. The communication be« .
tween: the fort and the conntry is over a mound of
" éarth erossing the ditch, that supports a camseway.
An embenkment of earth in the inside sustains the
wall. The upper oy smaller fort, which may.be
called the citadel, and does not exceed a mile in
circuit, was much stronger, and more com than
the lower ; bnt neither the upper nor the lower
bad o ditch on the side of the river. - The walls
are. now mouldering into- decay ; ivy clings to the
sides; and bushes, suffered to grow at the bottons,
nndenmne the foundation, and have already cansed
large chasus in the different faces of the fort. The
materials of the houses, consisting chiefly of wood,
hd,ontbﬁutorduforremovmg,beenm
ported to the new city of Ummerapoora. - But
the ground, unlese,where it is-covered with bus|
or rank grass, still retains traces of former build-
ings snd streets. . The lines of the royal palace,
of the Lotoo, or grand council hall, the apartmenta.
: oithewomeu,andthespot on which the piasath,
mpmalsplre,hdswod,wmpmtedouttom
by our.gnide. Clumps of bamboos, a few plantain
trees, and tall thoms, occupy the greater partof
the ares of this lately flourishing capital. We obs
served two -dwelling-houses of brick and mortery
the .foofs of which had fallea in. These, our guide
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said; ,lpdbolongedw(khis "or foreighers. - On
‘entering one, we found it inhabited only by batey
" which flew in ouf faces, whilst ‘our sense of: smell-
ing. was. offended by their filth, and by the noisome
mildew that hung upon the walls. Numerous tem-
ples, on which. the Birmans never lay sacrilegious
hands, were dilapidating by time. It is impossible
to draw a more striking picture of desolstion and
ruin, '
. A.mong the religious bm]dmgs within the fort,
one named Shoegunga Praw, noways distinguished:
for.size or splendour, was, in former times, held
peculiarly sacred, and is still reverenced above the
rest. At the present day, when an officer of rank:
is about to enter on a great public trust, or a new
commander.is appointed to the army, the oath of
allegiance is administered in this temple with great
solemaity—a breach of ‘which is considered .the:
most heinous crime that & Birman can be gui
of, and is.invariably. punighed by the severest tor~
tures.. .How Sheegunga obtained this distinction.
1.was:not able to learn. We were' informed thas
a temple of much greater. magnitude, named Lo-
gatherpoo Praw, .stood a short: distance to the
westward of the fost, in which was a celossal figure
of Gaudma, formed out of a solid block. of marhle.:
This temple and image we bad a .bettet apportus
nity. of viewing on our return. )
.. Leaving Ava in our rear, thenver bendsugam
to the northward, when the opposite city of Cha-
gain, and the spires, the turrets, and the Jofty Pi-

asath of Ummerapoora, create an unexpected ples~:.

sure, and exhibit a. fine contrest to.the gloomy and

deserted walls. of Ava.. Chagain, onthe north;

side, once too the seat of tmperial residence, is
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Mp-dymtheﬁm,aﬁlpmﬁmvbe side,
-of rmsraggetd-hilk that is broken into separate ¢émi-
‘mencon; and on: the summit of  each stands a
‘temple. : These - temples, ‘rising - mgularly one
_ «above another to the top of the monntain, form a
boautiful sssemblage of objects, the effect of which
is increased by their being carefully whitewashed,
and kept in'repair. As'wé sailed near-the oppo-
site shore, the sun 'shone full upon the hill, and its
#eflected rays displayed ‘the scenery to the highest
udvantage ; in addition-to this; the swollén state
of -the river gave to the waters the semblance of a
wast lake, interspersed with islands, in which the
foundations of Ummerapoora seemed to be im*
suersed.. Numberless ‘boats were passing up and
down, and.the houses on the western, or rathet
- southern shore, appeared, from' their uninterrupted
succession, o be a contumed town, or the suburbs
of &oity .~ s
"« At twelve oclock we camé to the mouth of the
dmmei that-communicates with' the lake of Toun<
aemslm, through -which it'receives its waters from -
the river. - The situation of Ummerapoora has al-
ready been described. The southern face of the
fort ' is- svaslted, " during: the rainy season, by the
waves: of the lake, and the. houses of the: city and
suburbs exténd aleng the. bauk as: far:as the -ex-
treme -point ‘of land. Asross the lake, and oppo-~
site to the. fort, stands the small village of Tounze-
mahn; near which; in a tall grove of mango, pal-
myra; and . cocoa-nut-trees, a' dwelling was pre-
pared fer the British ‘depatstion.. On enteringthe
hke, the number of beats that were moored, as
in- mhmlmn, to avoid the mﬂuence of the meepv
" VOILs M. : B
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I was received, on landing, by Balu-Sheon, and
-some inferior officers. They accompanied me to
the house, which was situated sbout 300 yards
ﬁ'omthebrmkofdxehke,ovenhadowedbylofty
trees, that completely defended it from the meri-
dian sun. When we came to the entrance of the
virando, or balcony, the Maywoon of Pegue, the
governor of Bamoo, a province bordering on China,
and the Woondock before mentioned, welcomed
me to the capital. Being seated on carpets spread
along the floor, the conversation turned on general
sopies, and particularly on Eurepean geography, a

subject on which the governor of Bamop appeared
very desirous of information. After some time,
the Woondock, addressing himself to me, said,
that his Birman majesty had been absent a few
months, at a country residence named Meengoung,
where he was erecting 8 magnificent temple to
their divinity Gaudma, but was expected to return
soon to Ummerapoora; that, in the mean time,
msmmomhadbeeng:mwhumutemtopm-
. vide every thing requisite for the accommodation
of the English gentlemen, and that Baba-Sheen
was commanded to reside near us, in order to sup-
ply our wants, and te communicate our wishes.
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Ta this the Maywoon of Pegue added, that the
swe inferior Serees, or provincial wmder secretar
fies, who had accompanied us from Rangoon, were
likewiso directed to attend to our orders, and, be- .
ing persons.to whem we were accustomed, would
probably be more agreeable to us than entire

strangers.

These polite and hospitable attentions were re-
ceived and acknowledged by me with real satisfac-
tion ; nor was it at all diminished by the freedom
mth which the Woondock informed me, that it
was contrary to the etiquette of the Birman court,
for a public minister from a foreign nation to go
abroad before his first audience. He therefore
hoped I would not cross the lake in person, or
suffer any of my people to do so, until the cere-
monials were past; but as our customs differed
from theirs, and the Europeans habituated them-
selves to take exercise, I was at full liberty to
walk or ride into the country, or over the plains
that lay between our dwelling and the hills, as far
as I thought proper; recommending to me, at the
game time, not to go to any great distance, as it
would be considered by the common people in the
light of a derogation from my own consequence.
T thanked him for his counsel, which was delivered
with many expressions of civility, and readily ac-
quiesced in what he assured me was an established
castom.

This usage of debarring a public minister from
entering the capital previous to his first formal pre-
sentation, I understood, was neither recent nor un- .
common. It has long been'the known praetice of
the Birman and Siamese governments. Monsieur
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Loubere makes mention of it in his Account of
an Embassy to Siam, sent from the court of Lowis
the Fourteenth. It is founded on that cautious
‘policy which governs all nations eastward of India
1in their intercourse with foreign states. .
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CHAPTER IIL

PLACE OF RESIDENCE DESCRIBED—DEPUTATION
FROM CHINA PROVINCIAL—NOT IMPERIAL—
RHOOM; A BUILDING SOMETIMES ATTACHED
TO PRIVATE HOUSES—REASON OF IT—MU-
NIFICENCE OF THE BIRMAN GOVERNMENT
-——LETTER FROM GENERAL ERSKINE—OPENED
BY THE BIRMAN MINISTER—APOLOGY—AP-
PEARANCE OF THE ADJACENT COUNTRY—
PARCHED FOR WANT OF RAIN—CASSAY FAR-
MERS — WOMEN INDUSTRIOUS — ROW THE
BOATS— FOND OF SINGING—CHINESE MUSIC.
DISCORDANT AND TROUBLESOME — INDOLENCE
OF THE CHINESE—KING RETURNS TO THE
CAPITAL—ECLIPSE OF THE MOON-—REASON
OF DELAY—PRIDE OF THE COURT—IT8 FUNC~
TILIOUSNESS—LETTER FROM THE GOVERNOR-
GENERAL TRANSLATED—PRESENT A MEMO-
RIAL—EMBASSIES USUALLY CONSIST OF THREE
"MEMBERS—VISIT FROM THE JUNIOR DEPU-
TIES FROM CHINA—WHIMSICAL CEREMONY—
RETURN THE VISIT—SUBJECT OF CONVERSA-
TION.

As soon 28 my visitors took their leave, I made
a survey of our new habitation. It was a spacious
B B 2 .
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house of one story, raised from the ground some-
what more than two feet, and better covered than
Birman houses usually are. It consisted of two
good sized rooms, and a large virando, or balcony.
The partitions and walls wege made of cane mats,
with latticed windows in the sides. The shape of
the roof was such as distinguishes the houses of
the nobles. It was altogether a comfortable habi-
tation, and well adapted to the climate. Mr Wood
had a smaller house erected behind mine, and pa-
rallel to it; and Dr Buchanan another at right an-
gles. Small separate huts were constructed for
the guard, and for our attendants. The whole was
surrounded by a strong bamboo paling, which:-in-
closed a court-yard. There were two entrances
by gates, one in front of my house, the other back-
wards. At each of these, on the outside of the
psling, was a shed, in which a Birman guard was
posted, -to protect- us from. thieves, keep off-the
populace, and, probebly, to watch and report our
movements., . S . 2T
- On the skirts of the same grove, in a line with
our dwelling, similar houses were erected for three
Chinese deputies, who had- arrived at Ummera-
poora about two months before us. These per-
sonages were represented as composing a royal
mission from the imperial city of Pekin; but cir-
cumstances early led-me to suspect that their real
character did not rise higher than that of a pro-
- vincial deputation from Manchegee, or Yunan; the
south-west province of China, which borders .on
the kingdom of Ava—a conjecture that was af-
terwards confirmed. They had acecompanied the
* governor of Bamoo, whichis the frentier province;
to the tapital ; and I upderstood that their busi-
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ness was to adjust some mercantile concerns re-
Tating to the jee, or mart, where the commoditiss
of the two empires are brought and bartered. It
-was not at all improbable, that the mission had
-been sanctioned- by the authority of the Emperor
of China, especially as the principal member of it
‘was a native of Pekin, and had lately come from
-thence. But the false pride of the Birman court
euggested the puerile * expedient of representing
it to us as an imperial embassy ; a distinetion to
which, I was privately informed from an authentic
‘souree, it possessed no pretensions whatever. The
‘members, however, were treated apparently thh
much personal respéct and attention.

The building denominated Rhoom has already
been described as the official hall of justice, where.
the members of provincial governments, and all
" municipal officers, are accustomed to assemble for

the transaction of public business. - Every man of
high rank in the Birman empire is a magistrate;
and has a place of this'description.and name" con-
tiguons to his dwelling ; but always on the outside
of the enclosure of his court-yard, and not surs
rounded by any fence or miling, in order to mani-
fest publicity, and show that it is the seat of ma-
Jesty and justice, to which all mankind may have
free access. - An imperial mandate to a governor,
+ @ The Chinese scem to have been actuated by a policy
equally absurd, when they informed Sir George Staunton,
at the time of the formal introduction df Lord Macartney,
that ¢ Ambassadors from Pegue’ were present; and that
¢ Siam, Ava, and Pogue were tributary to China.’ Such
: nnworthy deceptions not beirg expected, could hardly be
rded against. The courts of Ava and Pekin appear

to resemble each other in many points : but in nons more.
than in their vanity, which often manifests itself in a maa-

ner 1ot lees-ridiculous than centemptible.
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or an order from a governor to a petty miougee,
or chief of a small town or district, is invariably
- opened and read aloud in this sanctified hall. The
Birman government, in the administration of public
affairs, suffers no such thing as privacy or' con-
cealment. The rhoom is likewise an appendage
of dignity, as it denotes him to whose habitatien
it is annexed to be a person of rank and conse-
quence. A building of this sort was erected with-
in a few yards of the front gate of our inclosure. -
For two days after our landing, the boatmen
and servants were employed in transporting our
b e from the boats to the house, and our time
was chiefly taken up in arranging the domestic eco-
nomy of our new residence, in which we found a
liberal prowision of all such necessaries as the na-
tives themselves require. My rooms were carpet-
ed, but the chairs, tables, &c. were my own. Rice,
gee (clarified butter), firewood, and pots for dres<
sing victuals, were supplied to our people in abun.
dance. A few stalls, or petty shops, were esta-
blished in the grove, to-afford the smaller ingre-
dients of cookery, smch as greens, spices, salt,
tamarinds, &c. Here also tobacco and beetle leaf
were sold; .and to enable our attendants te pur-
chase such articles, one hundred tackal, about 122
Sterling, were distributed amongst them. This
was an act of munificence which I with great dif-
ficulty avoided the ebligation of, in my own per-~ -
son ; but no remonstrance could prevail on the
Birman officer to dispense with it in the instance
of our domestics. ’
The delinquent refugees, of whom mention has
been made in a former part of this work, as hav-
ing been surrendered, by order of the Governor-
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to the justice of their country, had reached
‘Ummerapoora some weeks. previous: to our asrival
The Birman guard that escorted them had brought
a letéer directed to me from General Erskine, the
English commander at Chittigong. This letter the

. Birman minister, 8s it was alleged, through -mis-
take, but mere probably by. design, caused to-be
‘opened, and procured a translation from an Armes
nian interpreter. The circumstance was reported
to the king, who ordered that. the letter should be
safely deposited in the Lotoo, and given to me on
my arrival.  The royal injunctions were punctu-
. ally obeyed. An officer, in his dress of ceremonyj
‘brought it over.. A proposal was first made, that
Ishould gomyself to the rhoom, solicit its restors-
tion, receive it as.an act of grace, and do homeage
‘to the king, by bowing with my face towards :the
palace. From this I entirely. dissented, as.the
cause of complaint was with me, and cenfidence
had in some measure been violated by their break-
ing the seal. I do not imagine that the proposi
tion originated from - any authority; 28 it was. im-
mediately given up, and the letter, in a.silk wrap-
per, was formally presented to me on a tray, by
the officer who conveyed it across the lake. -
- Being now cemfortably lodged, we had leisure
to take a view of the circumjacent:country, and
'observe the objects that immediately surrounded us;
Behind the grove in which we lived was a smoeth
extensive plain, intersected by the embankments,
or what, in the past year, had been. fields of rice,
‘but which promised, this season, to be an wunpro-
~ductive waste, owing to the uncommon drought.
Notwithstanding the spot we were on was elevat:
ed very: little sbove the present level of the-lake;
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swhich had now nearly reached its mtinost height,
yet the ground was parched up,-and divided imto
chasms from want of moisture. Dark and

- mountains, about eight miles distant, boundes the
prospect to the south-west. Several small villages
were scattered over the plain, and on the skirts of
the grove, inhabited, as we were informed, by
native Cassayers, or the descendents of
who had been carried into captivity by the Birman
invaders during their predatory -expeditions across
the Keenduem. SR :
- The Seree whowoompu’edmenid,ﬂmdmn
people, whom he ealled Munniporeans, from Mun.
nipore, the capital of Cassay, were in general be-
eome reconeiled to their state of servitude, owing
to theii having been brought away very young from
their own country. The superior industry and
skill which they poesess over the Birmans in difs
ferent branches of handicraft, supplied them with &
comfortable subsistence. Those in our neighbour-
hood were farmers and gardeners, who cultivated
pulse, greens, onions, and such vegetables as Bir
mans use. These articles they transport at em -
early hour across the lake to the city, where they
retail them in the market, and bring home the pro»
ducé at night. This business is mostly perform-
ed by females. One man, commonly a person in
years, accompanies each boat, in which, standing
erect, he acts as steersman, whilst the women,
usually from ten to fourteen in number, sitting
with their legs across, row short oars, or use pad-
dles, according to the size of the vessel. When
they set out in a morning, they proceed in silence ;
but returning at night, they join in jocund chorus,
and time the stroke of their oars to the bars of
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their sohg. We were seremaded every eventing
#rom dusk till ten o'clock by sucoessive parties of
these joyous females, whose strains, though uie
polished, were always melodious and pleasing. .
The Birmans, both men and women, are fond of
pinging whilst at work. It lightens their labour.
¢« Song sweetens toil, how rude soe’er the sound.”
Unfortunately our music was net confined to these
passing chantresses. There were other performers;,
less agreeable, nearer to us. Our neighbours, ths
deputies from China, unluckily for the repose of
those from Britain, happened to he amateurs in
their way, and had amongst their dependants g se+
lect band of musicians, such as I certainly had
never heard equalled. It is impossible to describe
the herrible noises that issued from gongs, drums,
eymbals, an instrument with two strings, which may
be called a fiddle, and something like a clarionet,
that sent forth & sound more grating to the ear
than all the rest. This was their constant noctur-
mal amusement, which never ended before mid~
night, and was not once remitted till the princi-
- pal personage of the embasey became so indispos-~
od that he.could endure it no longer. Whilst he
lingered, we enjoyed tranquillity ; but after his de~
cease the concert recommenced, and continued, to -
our greal annoyancs, till they quitted the grove to:
return to their native country.
" The opposite habits of different nations were here-
triki ly evinced in the dissimilarity between the:
manners of the English, and those of the Chinese,
The latter never 1 t the precincts of thejr habita~
t;on, or manifested a desire tp leave it, except to
loll in easy chairs, and smoke their long pipes in’
thie cool of the evening on the margin of the lakey-
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-abiout 4wo. or tired- bmndred: yards id froms af -Chidix
~house. Thoe Euglish gentlemen accustomed thems
.sglves either to walk. or ride three or four miles i
the moming before breakfast, and the samé dis-
‘tance in the afternoon—a circumstance that did not
escape the. notice of the Birmane. .. My customary
route was in a southem du'ectxon, over pathways
that led through rice fields, in my return making a
circuit along the green border. of the lake. Al-
though there  was not the least cause to apprehend
either injury or insolence, I was always attended in
my excursions by six or eight soldiers, and by as
many of my private servants, armed with sabres,
who seemed to attract no less notice than myself.
When I met any of the natives, particularly wo«
men, they squatted down in the posture of respect.
As soon as the novelty of my appearance bad &
listle worn off, I was told that they were still anxi-
ous to know why .a person consulting his own
' amusement, and master .of his own time, should:
walk so fast; but on being informed that I was.
“a Colar, ” or stranger, and that it was the cus-.
tom of my country, they were reconciled to this,;
as well ag to every other act that dld not wmude.
with their own prejudices and
In a few days the return of the kmg Was an-,
nounced by the discharge of rockets, and by the.
general bustle that so important an evént caused:
among all classes of people. We saw nothing of
the display ; which we understood, on this oce:
casion, was not at all pompous. 1
The period of our arrival occurred at a juncture’
that supplied the Birman .court with a plausible:
excuse for postponing the consideration of public,.
buginess, and delaying my formal reception, as well
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avha delizery of the Josesfem ths Goyemmar-
general to Km&- Atrg0.hapgened, that.in the
epguing month :hmw 0 be, an. eclipss of the
" moon, an opgration of nature, which.they asaribe te
the mterfemme of a maligant demon.. On suck
an occasion, affairs of state, and allunportant matters
of business, that will admit of procrastination, are
put off to the foliowing month. The astrologers
were assembled to consult on the first fortunate
day after the lapse of that insuspicious moon, when
they discovered that the seventeenth of the month
‘Touzelien, corresponding with the 30th. of August, .
was the earliest that would occur ; and that day was
accordingly appointed for the public reception of
the English embassy. |

Caution and policy had, perhaps, a8 great a
share with the Birmans as superstition, in thus re-
tarding the ceremany of our introduction. . It was
to.them a novel incident.. They were desirous to.
penetrate thoroughly into “the . oqucts we. had in
view, before any part of the subject came into.
formal discussion. They might probably also wish,
to have an opportunity to judge of our national .
cl;a.racter, and to determine, from our conduct, i in,
what manner to regulate their owp. If such were
their motives, they were consistent with that sa~
gacity which I found mvanably displayed by the,
Birman government, in all its resolutions:and acts
of a public nature.

But the prevailing chamctensuc of the Blrman
court is pride. Like the sovereign of China, his.
majesty of Ava acknowledges no equal. Indeed,
it is the fixed principle of all nations eastward of
Bengpl, to consider forel.gn minijsters as suyphantl

L VOL, 1L, : : :
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osmie 1o solicit prntecﬁon, not as repmenm
who may demand redress ; rather as vaseals te
render homage, than a4 persons vested with an-
therity to treat on equal terms. Of this system [
was early apprised, and felt no disappointment a¢
hearing of a general rumour current among the
higher ranks of Birmans, that a deputy had ar-
rived from the English gevernment, bearing tribute
for their king. Reports of this nature were no
ptherwise regarded, than as an admonition to re-
gulate my actions with scrupulous circumspeetion,
Amongst other regulations of this punctilious
gourt, I was given to understand, that it was hot
eustomary for the king to receive any letter in &
formal manner without being' previously apprised
of its contents. This created some difficulty in
respect to the -letter from the Governor-general,
which was at length surmounted by an agreement
on my part to admit of a-copy being made in my
presence ; bat it was stipulmed by them, that it
phould be transcribed in the rhoom adjacent to my
house, and not in my private residence. In this
mposal I acquiésced ; and accordingly a formal
deputmon, consisting of seven or eight officers of
state, was directéil to proceed to the rhoom, where
they were to open the letter, and see it properly
transcribed. These personages came: with much
parade, apparelled in their robes of ceremony. On
landing, they walked directly to the rhoom, and,
Kaving taken their seats, sent a Terrezogee, or in~
ferior officer, along with Baba-Sheen, to request I
would come, and bring with me the Governor-ge-
neral’s letter. I obeyed this summeons, accompa-
nied by the other gentlemen, and our usual attend-
ants. On entering the rhoom, I was civilly de-
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nired, as the ogeasion wes a solemn one, to make
ebeisance towards the piasath, or spire of the royal
pelace, which was more than twe miles distant—a
ceremony " that I complied with by reising my
right hand to my head, and making a slight incli-
pation of my body, after the manner of the Ma-
homedan Salaam. Being sedted, I delivered the
letter, which was written in English and in Per-
sian, to the Woondock, or superior officer. It
wae immediately opened by a secretary ; and an
Arxmenian interpreter, named Muckatees, who
spoke and wrete English fluently, was ordered to
make a copy in English, whilst a Mussulman moon-
shee made another in. Persian. When the writing
was finished, I delivered a paper, which I desired
might .be laid before his Majesty’s council, de-
claratory, in general terms, of the friendly wishes
sad views of the Governor-general in deputing me
to the Birman court, and expressing my desire tp
maintain a confidential intercourse with such pers
sons us his Majesty, or bis ceuncil, sbould think
preper to anthorize. .
The business being eoncluded, I returned to m
bouse, and received a ceremonious visit from the
Birman officers, among whom there were some
personages of high distinction. - A Woondock, bat
mot the one that met me at Pagahm, presided. The
master of the elephants, the.old govemor of Peen-
keing, twe Seredogees, or secretarics of state, -
and some other officers, whose names and stations
1 did net learn, were present. Their robes, which
were very graceful, were made either of velvet ar
flowered satin, with wide bodies, and loose sleeves,
They were all invested with the chain of npbility,
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and wore caps -covered with light green taffety.
Three of higher rank than the rest, had a wreath
‘of gold-leaves encircling the bottom of their caps,
‘not unlike the strawberry leaves in a ducal coro+
‘net. Their attendants, who were numerous, car-
ried a variety of utensils, such 8s their beetle box,
‘water flaggon, - drinking cup, and spitting pot; of
‘which latter, from their filthy practice of chewing
beetle, they stood in constant need: I regaled
‘them with tea, and English raspberry jam spread
‘on biscuits. Although they praised, I do not -
‘think they much relished our preserve; they ate
-sparingly, and refreshed themselves with' copious
bowls of tea, unadulterated either by cream or
sugar, :

About this time the Chinegse minister, who has
already been mentioned as labouring under severe
findisposition, sent me a polite message, express-
ing his regret that he had it not in his power
to visit me in person ; but that his two colleagues
would- wait on me-whenever I should be at leisure
to receive them. I returned my acknowledgments,
and ‘appointed the following day.
¢ It i8 customary among nations eastward of Ben-
gal, when a public deputation is sent to a foreign
court, to nominate three members, who constitute
a council. Although the president or chief of these
is invested  with all the power, and controls the
proceedings of the rest, yet the distinction between
them is not so- wide as to preclude the juniors
from a high degree of consequence being attached
to their stations ; and-in case of the demise of the
principal, the senior survivor executes all diplo-
matic functions, thus widely guarding -against. any
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_ impediment which a casnalty might throw in the
way of negociation.

The two junior members of the Chinese depu-
tation came at the appointéd hour, accompanied -
by seven or eight attendants. There s no per-
sonage on earth so solemn and ceremonious as &
Chinese officer of state. His dignity is preserved
by profound silence, unless when occasion renders
it necessary to exercise the faculty of speech,
which is always slow, monetonous, and dull. Even
gentlemen, in the familiarity of private life, seldom
depart from their gravity, or relax into a smile.
Onentemgaroomwberetheremcompmy,good
breeding is, evinced by a modest but
refusal to sit down till the master of the house is

. - first seated, which would be an equal violation of

decorum on his part. This custom, I was told,
sometimes produces a very ludicrous scene, and
the guests are mot unfrequently obliged to be
dragged to their chairs, and placed in them almost
by compulsion. My house beirg about to under-
go some alteration, I bad caused a suite of tents,
which I had brought with me, to be pitched for
our temporary accommodation. In these I made
arrangements to receive my visitors, who were
exact to their time. On entering the door of the
marquee, they both made an abrupt stop, and re-
sisted all solicitation to advance to chairs, that
had been prepeared for them, until I should first be
seated. In this dilemma -Dr Buchanan, who had
visited China, advised me what was to be done.
1 immediately seized on the foremost, whilst the
Doctor himself grappled with the second. Thus
we soon fixed them in their- seats, both parties,
c2
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during the struggle, repeating Chin Chin, Chin
Chin, the Chinese term of sa{l;utation. The con-
versation was not at all lively or interesting ; for,
though I sat between them, our words had to make
& wide . circuit before they reached each other's
comprehension. I spoke in the language of Hin-
dostan to a Mussulman whe understood Birman,
be delivered it to a Birman who spoke Chinese,
this Birman gave it to the first official domestic,
who repeatedit to his master in the Chinese tongue.-
Our wines, port, claret, and madeirsa, all excellent
of their kind, were served up. These, however,
were too cold for Chinese palates. My visitants
did not seem to relish them; but when cherry-
braady was introduced, their approbation was ma-
nifested by the satisfaction with which each of them
swalowed & large glass full of the liquors They
tasted our tea, and, before they departed, politely
presented me with some fans, two or three pieces -
of silk, two'small boxes of tea, and three bottles
_of ghouchon, a very fiery spirit distilled from rice,
of which the Chinese are extremely fond. I re-
turned the visit on the following day, and was re-
ceived with as much pomp and ostentation as cir-
cumstances would admit. In front of the house a
silk ensign waved, on which was embroidered the
imperial dragon of China, and at their gate were
suspended whips and chains, importing the power
which the -owner possessed to inflict corporat
punishment. The two junior members metme atthe
threshold of their habitation, apologized for the
unavoidable absence of the chief personage, and
introduced me. into a hall, the walls of which were
concealed by screens of silk, and the chairs covered
with loose pieces of satin. This interview was
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rendered more interesting than the former, by a
spontaneous question on the part of ‘the senior
‘Chinese, to know whether I heard of the safe ar-
rival of Lord Macartney in England. His Lordship
‘having left China only the preceding year, it was
‘not possible to have had actounts of his reaching
-England, and the issue of his Lordship’s negocia-
tions was at that that time wholly unknown. Con-
sequently, being unaequainted both with the ob-
jects and event of thut splendid mission, I felt my-
self rather on delicate ground in regard to the in-
quiries which I, on my part, wished to make.” In
order to- draw some conclusion from their dis-
course, I encouraged them to pursue the topic; by
asking how hie Lordship’s health had borne ‘the
vicissitudes of climate ? They replied, that théy
only knew of the embassy from report, and seem-
ed reluctant to enter into particulars, with which,
it is probable, they were entirely unacquainted. I
did not, therefore, press the subject farther; but I
was not'suffered to remain long in deabt-what their
sentiments were. Chinese vanity scarcely yields
to that of the Birmans. Here was an opportunity;
by exaggeration and misrepresentation, of indulging
thieir own pride at the expense of the English na<
tion, which, in-the accounts cireulated by them at
‘Ummerapoors respecting the embassy to Chins,
they did not neglect. They treated us with tea
and sweetmeats, and smoked their long pipes with
unrelaxed selemnity. I repaid their civilities by .
giving them some broad cloth and brandy, and
took my leave. :
The alterations in my own dwelling, which I
had suggested, were quickly carried into effect ;
-and, by and order from the Lotoo, or grand coun-
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¢il, a small additional building, of 8 square form,
and raised from the ground, was erected within
the enclosure of our court, for the reception of the
presents intended for his majesty. I was given te
understand that this building was meant as a com-
pliment to what they thought proper to term -
mong themselves,  tribute from the King of Eng-
land;” but a8 no such arrogant assumption was
ever publicly professed, I cowld not take notice of
mere rumour. It was, however, privately inti-
mated to me, that keeping our tents pitched, would
be considered by the court in the light of a reflec-
tion upon its hospitality ; and an inferenee would
be drawn from it, that we were discontented with
our babitation. I immediately ordered the mar-
guees to be struck, nothing being farther from my
intention than to give umbrage, or exprees dis-
satisfaction, for which indeed, in the present in-
stance, there was certainly no ground.

The interval thus elapsed between the time of
our arrival at Ummerapeors, and of .our formal
introduction at ceurt, afforded us leisure to aoquire -
some insight into the customs, religious tenets, and
, moral economy of the Birman nation. Instead,
therefore, of filling up the chasm by an unimperts
ant journal, in which the acts ef one day differed
but little from those of the preceding, I shall de-
dicate a few pages to a more general account of
the country, and endeavour, as far as qur own eir-
cumscribed observation, and the information of o-
shers, enabled us, to illustrate the charaeter of this
people from their manners and their state of so-
ciety, from the progress which the arts had made,
aud from the usages of the inhabitants in common

life.
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" CHAPTER- IIL

RBLIGIQ’N‘ OF THE BIRMANS—THEIR LAWS—
JURISDICFION OF THE METROPOLIS—LAWYERS
~—THE ROYAL ESTABLISHMENT—COUNCIL OF
STATE—OFFICBRS—HONOURS NOT HEREDI~
TARY—INSIGNIA OF RANK~—DRESS—RESEM-

' BLANCE TO THE CHINESE~—MARRIAGES—FU-~
NERALS—POPULATION—REVENUE.

Ar'rzn what has been wntten, there can be litde
necessity to inform my readers, that the Birmams
pre Hindoos : not votaries of Brahma, but sectaries
of: Boodh, which latter is admitted by Hindoos of
all descriptions to be .the ninth Atavar, * or de-
scent of the Deity in his capacity of preserver. He
reformed the doctrines contained in the Vedss,
‘and - severely censured the sacrifice of cattle; or
depriving any being of life. He is called-the au-
thor of happiness. His place of residence was
diseevered at Gaya in Bengul, by the illustrious
Anmara, + renowned amongst men, “ who caused
an image of the supreme Boodh to. be made, and

I :h Sir William Jones on the Gods of Greece Italy, and
ndia. '
4 See the translation of a Shanscrit mscrxpuon on a
stone found in the temple of Boodh, at Gaya, by Mr

‘Wilkins, Asmt. Research. Vol. 1. f
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be worshipped it. Reverence be unto thee in the
form of Boodh; reverence be unto thee, Lord of
the earth ; reverence be unto thee, an Incarnation
of the Deity ; and, Eternal One, reverence be unto
thee, O God, in the form of Mercy.”

Gotma, or Goutum, according to the Hindoos
of India, or Gaudma, among the inhshitants of the
more eastern parts, is said * to have been a philoso-
pher, and is by the Birmans believed to have flourish-
ed about 2300 } years ago. He taught, in the
Indian schools, the hetemdox religion and phileso--
phy of Boodh. The image that represents Boodh
is called Gaudma, or Goutum, which is now a
commonly received appellation of Boodh himsel.
This image is the primary object of worship in all
countries situated between Bengal and China. The
sectaries of Boodh contend with those of Brahma
for the honour of antiquity, and are certainly far
mere numerous. The Cingaleze in Ceylon are
Boodhists of the purest source, and the Birmans -
acknowledge to have originally received their ro-
ligion from that island. § It was brought, say the
Rbahaavs, first from Zehoo (Ceylon) to Arvacan,
sad thence was introduced into Ava, and probably
into China ; for the Birmans assert with conﬁdme
thet the Chinese are Boodhists.

This is a curions subject of investigation, and |
the concurrent testimony of circumstances, added
to the opinions of the most intelligent writers, seem
to leave little doubt of the fact. It cannot, how-

-# Sir William Jones on the Gods of Greecey: Italy
and India,

+ This agrees with the weount of the Siamese compu-
tation given by Kempfer.

$ The Birmans call Ceylon Zehoo,
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ever, be demonstrated beyond the poesibility of -
dispute, till we shall have acquired & more perfect
. knowledge of Chinese letters, and a readier access
to their repositories of learning. Little can at
present be added to the lights cast on the subject
by the late Sir William Jones, in his Discourse de-
. livered to the Asiatic Society on the Chinese.
That great man has expressed his conviction in
positive ‘terms, that “ Boodh was unquestionably
- the Foe of China,” and that he was also the god
of Japan, and the Woden of the Goths—an opi-
nion which corresponds with, and is perhaps graft-
ed on, the information of the learned and laborious
Ksempfer, * corroborated afterwards by his own
» researches. On whatever grounds the latter infer-
ence rests, it will not tend to weaken the belief
of his first position, when I observe that the Chinese
deputies, on the occasion of our introduction to the
Seredaw or high priest of the Birman empire, pross
trated themselves before him, and afterwards ador-
ed an image of Gaudma with more religious fer-
vour than mere politeness, or acquiescence in the
customs of another nation, would have excited,
The Bonzes also of China, like the Rhahaans of
Avya, wear yellow as the sacerdotal colour, and in
many of their customs and ceremonies there mag

be traced a striking similitude,

#* BSpeaking of the Budz, or Seaks, of the Japanese,.
Keempfer ‘says, ¢ I have strong reasons to believe, both
¢ from the affinity of the name, and the very nature of this
¢ religion, that its author and founder is the very same pere
¢.son whom the Bramins call Budha, and believe to be
¢ the essential spirit of Wishna, or their deity, who made
¢ his ninth appearance in the world under this name. The
¢ Peguers call him Samana Khutaman.® Hist. Japan.
Book 1V. ch. 6. s Freating
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' “Treating on the introduction of Boodh into Chins, the
same author says, ¢ About the year of Christ 518, one
¢ Darma, a great saint, and twenty-third successor on the
¢ holy see of Seaka (Budha), came over into China from

ku, as the J writers explain it, that is,
¢ from ‘that part of the world which lies westward with res -
ard to Japan, and laid, properly speaking, the first ﬁrm
goundatlon of the Budsdoism in that mighty empire, ’
Book IV. ch. G .
. * Loubere.

+ M. Gentil asserts, that the Chinese admit, by theu-.
own accounts, that Foe, their object of worship, was oTi=.
ginally brought from India. . .
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Chronology, however, which must always be ac-
cepted as 8 surer guide te truth, than inferences
drawn from the resemblance of words, and etymo-
reasoning, dees not, to my mind, sufficient-
ly establish that Boodh and Waoden were the same.
The period of the ninth inearnation of Vishnu was -
long antecedent to the existence of the deified
hero of Scandinavia. BSir William Jones deter-
mines the period when Boodh appeared on the
earth to be 1014 years before the birth of Christ. -
Qdin, or Woden, flourished at a period not very
distant from our Saviour, and was, aceording te
some, & cotemporary of Pompey and of Julius
Camear, The author of the Northem Antiquities
places him 70 years after the Christian era. Even
the Birman Gaudma, conformably to their account,
must have lived above 500 years before Woden.
Se immense a space can hardly be sapposed to
have been overlooked ; but if the supposition re-
fers, net to the warrior of the North, bat to the -
original deity Odin, the attributes of the laster are
as widely opposed to thoss of Boodh, who was
himself only an incarnation of Vishnu, as the dates
are incongrauons. The deity, whose doctrines were
intredueed, into' Scandinavia, was a god of tervor, -
and his votanies carried deeolatien and the sword
throughout whole regions ; but the Ninth Avatar*
brought the pesceful olive, and came into the
world for the sole purpose of preventing sanguin-
ary acts. 'These apparent inconsistencies will na-
turally lead us to hesitate in acknowledgmg Boodh

. See the aecount of the Ninth Avatar, by the Rev,
lli’I‘rnMaunce, in his History of Hindostan, Vol. IL
3

VOL. II. D 2
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and Woden to be the same person. Their doc-
trines are opposite, and their eras are widely re-
mote. ' )

- Had that distinguished genius, * - whose"leamn-
ing so lately illumined the East, been longer spar-
ed for the instruction and delight of mankind, he
would probably have elucidated this obscurity; and
have removed the dusky veil that still hangs over
the religious legends of antiquity. The subject, 4
as it now stands, affords an ample field for indulg-

.ing in pleasing theories, and fanciful speculations ;

and as the probability increases of being able to
trace all forms of divine worship to-one sacred and
primeval source, the inquiry, in proportion, be-
comes more interesting, and. awakens a train of
serious ideas in a reflecting mind. - '

. It would be as unsatisfactory as tedious, to at-
tempt leading my reader through the mezes of
mythological fable, and extravagant allegory, in
which ‘the Hindoo religion, both Braminical and
Boodhic, is enveloped and obscured. It may be
sufficient to observe, that the Birmans believe in -
the Metempsychosis, and that, after having un-
dergone a certain number of transmigrations, their
souls will at last either be received into their
Olympus on the mountain Meru, } or be sent to

3 * I need hardly observe, that I mean Sir William
ones.

+ General Vallancey, so justly celebrated for his know-
ledge of the antiquities of his country, has expressed his _
perfect conviction that the Hindoos have been in Britain
and in Ireland. See Major Ouseley’s Oriental Collec-
tions, Vol. II.  Much attention is certainly due to such
respectable authority. . i .

t Meru properly denotes the pole, and, according to the
learned Captain Wilford, it is the celestial north pole of
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suffer-terments in a place of ‘divine pumishments. .
Mercy they hold to be the first' attribute of the
divinity : ¢ Reverence be to thee, O God, in the
form of Mercy!” and they worship God by ex-
tending mercy unto all his creatures. -

. The laws of the Birmans, like their religion,
are Hindoo ; in fact, there is no separating their .
laws from their religion. Divine authority reveal- .
ed to Menu the ‘sacred principles in a hundred
" thousand slocas, or verses. Menu promulgated.
the cede. Numerous commentaries * on Menu
were composed by the Munis, or old philosophers,,
whoee treatises constitute the Dherma Sastra, or.
bedy of law. o

_ The Birmans generally call their code Derm

Sath, or Sastra; it is one among the many com-
-mentaries on Menu. I was so fortunate as.to
procure a translation of the most remarkable pas-
sages, which were rendered into Latin by Padre.
Vincentius Sangermano, and, to my great surprise,
I found it to correspond closely with a Persian
version of the Arracan code, which is now in my
possession. From the inquiries to which this cir-
camstance gave rise, I learned that the laws, as
well a8 the religion of the Birmans, had found
their way into the Ava country from Arracan, and
came originally from Ceylon.+ The Birman sys-

the Hindoos, round which they place the garden of Indra,’
and describe it as the seat of delights. :
# The code of Gentoo laws, t lated by Mr Halhed,’
1 am informed, is a compilation from the different com~
mentaries on Menu, who was ¢ the grandson of Bramah,’
the first of created beirgs,” and whose work, as translat-
ed by Sir William Jones, is the ground of all Hindoo ju-
risprudence.
As an incontestable proof that the Birmans acknow-
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tem of jurisprudence is replete with sountd morsl-
ty, and, in my opinion, is distinguished sbovy uny
other Hindoo commentary for perspicuity and
good sense. It provides specifically for ahmost
every species of crime that can bé committed, and
adds a copious chapter of precedents apd deci-
stons, to guide the inexperienced, in tases where
there is doubt and difficulty. Tvrial by ordeal and
imprecation are the only absurd in the
book ; bat on the subject of women it is, to an
European, offensively indecent. Like the inrmox-
tal Menu, it tells the ptince and the magistrate
their duty, in language austere, manly, and etier-
getic; and the exhortation at the close is at once
noble and pious. The following ettracts will
gerve as a specimen : '

¢ A country may be said to resemble milk, in
¢ which oppression is like to water. When wa-
* ter is mingled with milk, its sweetneées imme-
¢ diately vanishes. In the same manner; oppres-
¢ sion destroys a fair and flourishing country. The
royal Surkagb® will only inhabit the clearesy
stream ; so & prince can never prosper in @ die-
tracted empire. By drinking pure milk, the
body is strengthened, and the palate iy gratified 3
¢ but when mingled with water, pleastte 1o longer
ledge the superior antiquity of the Cingalese, and the re-
cepﬁon of their religion and laws from that quarter, the

ing of Ava has sent, within these few years, at separate
times, two messengers, persons of learning and respecta~
bility, to Ceylon, to procure the originaﬁwoks on which
their tenets are founded; and, in one instance, the Bir-
man minister made an official application to the Gover-
nor-general of India, to protect and assist the person
charged with the commission.

* Bittern. Surkaab is a Persian term, used by the
Mahomedan translator.

. a o a
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is found, and the springs of health gradually de-‘

¢ cline.

¢ A wise prince resembles a sharp sword, whlch
at a single stroke cuts through a plllar vmh such’
keenness that the fabric still remains unshaken..
With equal keenness, his discernment will pene-
trate advice.

¢ A wise prince is dear to his people, as tho
physician is to the sick man; as light to those
- that are in darkness; as unexpected sight to the
~eyes of the blind; as is the full moon on a
wintry night, and milk to the infant from the
¢ breast of its mother.’
. The commentator then proceeds to denounce
tremendous judginents against an oppressive prince
and a corrupt judge. The latter is thus curiously
menaced :

- ¢ The pumshment of his cnmes, who judges ini-

qmtously, and decides ‘falsely, shall be greater
‘, than though he had slain one thousand women,
one hundred priests, or one thousand horses. '
. ‘The book concludes as follows :

¢ Thus bave the learned spoken, and thus have
.the wise decreed, that litigation may cease among
mey, and contention be banished the land ; and
let all magistrates and judges expound the laws
as they are herein written ; and to the extent of
their understnndmg, and according to the dic~
tates of their conscience, pronounce judgment
agreeably to the tenor of this book. Let the .
welfare of their country, and the benefit of their -
fellow-creatures, be their continual study, and _
the sole. object of their attention. Let them
ever be mindful of the supreme dlgmty of the
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Roulsh * and the Bramins; and pay them that
reverence which is due to their sacred charac-
ters. Let them observe beeoming respect to-
wards all men, and they shall shield the weak
from oppression, support the helpless, and, in
particular cases, mitigate the severity of aveng-
ing justice. ' ~
¢ It shall be the duty of a prince, and the ma-
gistrates of & pritice, wisely to regulste the inter-
nal policy of the empire, to aesist and befviend
the peasants, merchants, fariners, and these who
follow trades, that they may daily incresse in
worldly wealth and happiness ; they shall pro-
mote all works of charity, encourage the opu-
lent to relieve the poor, and liberally contribute
to pious and lawdable purposes ; and whatssever
good works shall be promoted by their inflaence
and example, whatsoever shall be given in cha-
rity, and whatsoéver benefit shall accrue to man-
kind from their endeavoutrs, it shall all be pre-
served in the records of heaven, one-sixth o}mrt
of which, though the deeds be the deeds of o-
thers, yet shall it be ascribed uitto them ; and at
the last day, at the solemn and awful hoar of
judgment, the recording spirit shall -produce
them, inscribed on the adamantine tablet of hu-
man actions. But, on the other hand, if the
prosperity of the nation be neglected, if justice
be suffered to lie dormant, if tumunlts arise and
robberies are committed, if rapine and foul as-
sassination stalk along the plains, all crinzes that

shall be thas perpetrated through their remise--

ness, one-sixth part shall be brought to their ac-

* The Arracan name for Rhahaan,
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¢ ootnty' and fall with weighty vengeance on their
¢ heads; the dreadful consequences of which sur-
¢ piss the power of tongue to uttér, or of pen to
¢ express. ’

express.
Laws, thus dictated by religiori, are, I believe,
in genéral, commcientionsly administered. The
— etiminal jurispradence of the Birmans is: lenient in
particular cases, but rigorous in others. Whoever
is found guilty of an undue assumption of power,
br of any ctime that indicates a treasonable intent,
is punished by the severest tortures. The first
commission of theft does not incur the penalty of
tleath, uhless the amount stolen be above 800 kiat,
or tacknl, ebout 100/, or attended with circum-
starces of atrocity, sach as murder or mutilation.
In the former case, -the culprit has a round mark
imprinted on each cheek by gunpowder and punc-
taation, and on his breast the word Thief, with the
article stolen ; for the second offence he'is depriv-
ed of an arm; but the third inevitably produces
tapital punishment. Decapitation is the mode by
which ctitninals suffery in the performance of which
the Birman executioners are exceedingly skilful.

" The ¢city of Ummerapoora is divided into four
distinet subordinate jurisdictions, in each of which
8 Maywoon presides. This officer, who in the
fices is & viceroy, in the metropolis resembles

s mayor; and holds & civil and criminal court of
Justice. In capital cases he transmits the evidence
in writing, with his opinion, to the Lotoo, or grand
chamber of consultation, where the council of state

assembles. The eouncil, after close examination '
into -the documents, reports upon them to the
king, who either pardons the offender, or orders
execution of ‘the sentence. The Maywoon is ob-
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liged to s.ttend in person, and see the pnmlhmont
carried into effect. .

Civil suits may be transferred from the courts
of the Maywoons to the Lotoo. This removal;
however, is attended with a heavy expense. There
are regular established lawyers, who conduct causes;
and plead. Eight only are licensed to plead in the
Lotoo. They are called Ameendozasn. The
usual fee is five tackal, equal to sixteen shillings ;
but the government has large profits on all suits
that are brought into court.

There is no country of the East in which the
royal establishment is arranged with more minute
attention than in the Birman court. It is splendid
without being wasteful, and numerous without con-
fusion. The most distinguished members, when I
was at the capital, were, the Sovereign, his prin-
cipal Queen, entitled Nandobh Praw, by whom he
has not any sons; his secoud wife, Myack Naa-
doh, by whom he has two sons; the Engy Tee-
kien,* or Prince Royal, and Pée Teekien, or Prince
of Prome. The princes of Tongho, Bassien, and
Pagahm, are by favourite concubines. Meedah
Praw s a princess of high dignity, and mother of
the chief queen. The prince royal is married, and
has a son and two daughters, all young. The son
takes precedence of his uncles, the crown descend-
ing to the male heirs in a direct line. These were
the principal personages of the Birman royal fa-
mily.

Next in rank to the princes of the blood royal,
are the Woongees, + or chief ministers of state.

¢ Often called Engy Praw.

+ Woon signifies Burden ; the compound word implies,
Bearer of the Great Butdu\
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"Phe:-established. number is four, but the ‘place of
one has long been vacant. These form the great
raling council of the nation ; they sit in the Lotoo,
or imperial. hall of consultation, every day, except
on the Birman sabbath, from twelve till three or
four o'clock, or later, as there happens to be bu-
siness. They issue mandates to the Maywoons, or
viceroys of the different provinces; they control
every department of the state, and, in fact, govern-
the empire, subject always to the pleasure of the
king, whose will is absolute, and power undefined.

To assist in the administration of affairs, four
oficers, called Wooendocks, are associated with the

Woongees, but of far inferior authority. They sit
in the Lotoo in a deliberative capacity, baving no
vote. They give their opinions, and may record
sheir dissent from any mesasure that is proposed ;
but the Woongees decide. The Woondocks, how-
ever, aro frequently employed to carry into execu-
tion business of great public impartance. :

. .Four Attawoons, or ministers of the interior,
possess & great degree of influence that sometimes
counteracts with success the views and wishes of
the Woongees. These the king selects to be his
privy counsellors, from their talents, and the opi-
nion he entertains of their integrity. They have
access to him at all times—a privilege which the
principal Woongee does not enjoy.

- There are four chief secretaries, called Sere-
dogees, who have numerous writers or inferior Se-
roes uader them.

Four Nachaangee sit in the Lotoo, take notes,
and report whatever is transacted.

Four Sandohgaan regulate all ceremonials, in-
sroduce strangers of rank into the royal presence,
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and are the bearers of messages from the couneil *
of state to the king. -

There are nine Sandozains, or readem, whose
business it is to read all official writings, petmons,
&c. Every document, in which the public is con-,
cerned, or that is brought before the council in the .
Lotoo, is read aloud.

The four Maywoons already mentioned are re--
stricted to the magisterial superintendance of their .
respective quarters of the city. They have nothing
farther to do with the Lotoo, than to obey the com-_
mands they receive from thence.

- The Assaywoon, or paymaster-general is also.
an officer of high importance. The place is at
present held by one of the Woongees, who is call-
ed Assay Woongee. .

There are several other officers of distinction,
who bear no ostensible share in the administration
of public affairs, such as the Daywoon, or king's
armour-bearer ; the Chaingeewoon, or master of
the elephants; also the Woons of the queen’s
household, and that of the prince royal. Each of-
the junior princes has a distinct establishment.

In the Birman government there are no heredi-
tary dignities or employments; all honours and:
offices, on the demise of the possessor, revert to.
the crown.

The tsaloe, or chain, is the badge of .the order
of nobility, of which there are different degrees,
distinguished by the number of strings or- small
chains that compose the ornament. These strings
are fastened by bosses where they unite. Three
of open chain-work is the lowest rank. Three:
of nefitly twisted wire is the next; then of six, of
nine, and of twelve. No subject is ever honoured
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with a higher degree than twelve ; the king alone
wears twenty-four. o

"It has already been noticed, that almost every
article of use, as well as ornament, particularly in
their dress, indieates the rank of the owner. The
shape of the beetle-box, which is carried by an at- -
tendant after a Birman of distinction wherever he .

" goes, his ear-rings, cap of ceremony, horse furniture,
even the metal of which his spitting-pot and drink-
ing-cup are made, slwhich, if of gold, denote him -
to be a man of high consideration), all are indica-
tive of the gradations of society; and wo be unto
him that assumes the insignia of a degree which is
not his legitimate right !

- The court dress of the Birman nobility is very -
becoming. It consists of a long robe, either of
flowered satin or velvet, reaching to the ankles,
with an open collar and loose sleeves. Over this-
there is a scarf, or flowing mantle, that hangs from
the shoulders ; and on their heads they wear high
caps made of velvet, either plain, or of silk em~
broidered with flowers of gold, according to the
rank of the wearer. Ear-rings are a part of male
dress. Persons of condition use tubes of gold about
three inches long, and as thick as a large quill,
which expands at one end like the mouth of a speak-
ing trumpet. Others wear & heavy mass of gold
beaten into a plate, and rolled up. This lump of
metal forms a large orifice in the lobe of the ear,
and drags it down by the weight to the extent

- sometimes of two inches. Tle women likewise
bave their distinguishing paraphernalia. Their hair ~
is tied in a bunch at the top of the head, and bound
round with a fillet, the embroidery and ornaments
of which express their respective ranks. A short.
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abift reaches to the pit of the stomach, is drawn
tight by strings, and supports the breasts. Over -
that is a loose jacket with close sleeves. Round
their waist they roll a long piece of silk, or cloth,
which, reaching to their feet, and sometimes trail-
ing on the ground, encircles them twice, and is
then tucked in. When women of condition go
abroad, they put on s silk sash, resembling a long
shawl, which crosses their bosom, and-is thrown -
over the shoulders, gracefully flowing on each side.”
The lowest class of females often wear only a single
germent, in the form of a sheet, which, wrapped:
reund the body, and tucked in under the arm,
crosses their breasts, which it searcely concesals, .
and descends to their ankles. Thus, when they
walk, the bottom of the cloth, where it overlaps,
iy necessarily opened by the protrusion of the leg,
and displays to a side view as high as the middle
of the thigh. Such an exposure, in the opinion ef
an European, bears an indecent appesrance, al-
though it excites no such idea in the people them- .
selves. There is an idle and disgusting story re--
lated by some writers, respecting the origin of this -
fashion, which, being wholly unfounded, does not
deserve repetition. It has been the established
national mode of dress from time immemorial. And
every woman, when walking, must show great part.
of her leg, as what may be called their petticoat is.
always open in front, instead of bemg closed by a
seam.

Women, in full dress, stain the palms of then'.
hands and their nails of a red colour, for which
they use a vegetable juice, and strew on their bo-’
sems powder of sandal wood, or of a bark called
Suanneke, with which some rub their faces. *Both
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men snd women tinge the edges of their eyelids
and their teeth with black. This latter operation
gives to their mouths a very unseemly ap

in the eyes of an European, which is not diminish+-
ed by their being constantly filled with beetle leaf.
Men of rank wear, in common dress, a tight coat,
with long sleeves made of muslin, or of extremely
fine nankeen, which is manufactured in the coun-
try ; also a silk wrapper that encircles the waist.
The working class are usually naked to the middle ;
but in the cold season, 8 mantle or vest of Euro-
pean broad cloth is highly prized.

The Birmans, in their features, bear a nearer re-
semblance to the Chinese than to the natives of
Hindostan. The women, especially in the norths
ern part of the empire, are fairer than Hindoo
females, but not so delicately formed; they are,
however, well made, and in general inclined to
corpulénce. Their hair is black, coarse, and longs
The . men are not tall in stature, but active.and
athletic. They have a very youthful appearance;
from the custom of plucking their beards instead
of using the razor. They tattoo their thighs and
arms into various fantastic shapes and figures;
which they believe operate as a charm against the
weapons of their enemies. Neither the men nor
the women are so cleanly in their persons as the
Hindoos of India, among whom diurnal ablution
is a religious as well as a moral duty. Girls are
tanght, at an early age, to turn their arms in such
8 manner as to make them appear distorteds
‘Wheén the arm is extended the elbow is inverted,
the inside of the joiny being protruded, and tbo
external part bending inwards,

VOL. II. E !
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Marrieges among the Birmans ave not costracted
until the parties attain the age of puberty. The
contract is purely civil, the ecclesiastical jurisdic-
tion having nothing to do with it. The law pro-
hibits polygamy, and recognises but one wife, who
is denominated Mica; concubinage, however, is
admitted to an unlimited extent. A man may re-
pudiate his wife under particular circumstances,
but the process is attended with a heavy expense.
Concubmes, living in the same house with the le-
gitimate wife, are, by law, obliged to perform me-
nial services for her; and, when she goes abroad,
they attend her, bearing her water-flaggon, beetle~
box, fan, &c. When a husband dies, his conecu-
bines, if bound in servitude to him, become the
property of the surviving widow, unless he shall
have emancipated them by a specific act previous
to his decease. 'When 2 young man is desirous to
espouse a girl, his mother, or nearest female rela-
tion, first. makes the proposal in private. If the
suit be well received, a party of his friends pro-
ceed to the house of the parents: of .the maiden,
with whom they adjust the dotal portion. On the
morning of the bridal day the bridegroom sends
to the lady three loongees, or lower garments,
three tubbecks, or sashes, and three pieces of white
muslin ; such jewels, also ear-rings and bracelets,
as his circumstances will admit. A’ feast is pre-
pared ‘by the parents of the bride, ‘and formal
writings are executed. The new-married couple
eat out of the same dish; the bridegraom presents
the bride with some .laapack, or pickled tea, which
she accepts, and returns the compliment. Thus
ends the ceremony, without any of that subse-
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gneus riot * and resistanee on-the pars of the gung
hdy and her female friends, with which the

trian damsels oppose the privileges of an ardemt
bridegroom.

.~ When a man dies mtestate, three-fourths of hm
property go to his children born in wedlock, but
not in equal proportions ; and ‘one-fourth to the
widow, who is the guardian both of the property
and the children, until the latter attain the age of
maturity. A Birman funeral is solemnized with
much religious parade, and external demonstration
of grief. The corpse is carried on a bier, on men’s
shoulders ; the procession moves slowly; the re-
lations attend in mourning ; and women, hired for
the oecasion, precede the body, and chant a dirge-
like air. The Bivmans burn their dead, unless the
deceased is a pauper—in- which case he is either
buried, or cast ‘into the river, as the ceremony of
burning is very expensive. Thé bier-is placed on
a funeral pile six or eight feet high, mad.. of bil-
lets of dried wood Iid across, with imtervals to
admit & circulation of air, and increase the flame.
The Rhahaans walk round the . pile, reciting
prayers to Gandma, until the fire reaches the body,
when the whole is quickly reduced to ashes. The
bones are afterwards gathered and deposited in a
grave. Persons of high distinction, sach as the
Seredaw, or-chief ecclesiastic of a province, a
Maywoon, a Woongee, or a member of the royal
family, are embalmed, and their remains preserved
six weeks or two months after decease, before they
are ‘committed to the funeral pile. During this
period the body is laid in state in some kioum or

¢ See Marsden’s Account of Sumatra, page 230.
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religious bdilding ; but at the capital it is placed itt

a sacred saloon, beautifally ornamented with gild+
ing, and exclusively appropriated to that pious pur-

' pose. I was told that honey is the principal im-

gredient made use of to preserve the body from

putrefaction.

Of the population of the Birman deminions I
could only form a conclusion from the information
I received of the number of cities, towns, and
villages in the empire. These, I was assured by
& person who might he supposed to know, and had
no motive for deceiving me, amount to eight thou~
sand, not including the recent addition of Arracan.
If this be true, which I have no reason to doubt,
and we suppose each town, on an average, to con-
tain three hundred houses, and each house six
‘persons, the result will determine the population
at fourteen millions four hundred thousand. Few
of the inhabitants live in solitary habitations ; ‘they
mostly form themselves into small societies; smd
their dwellings, thus collected, compose their Rnas,
or villages: if, therefore, we reckon their num-
bers, including Arracan, at seventeen millions, the
ea.lculanon may not be widely erroneous—I bes
lieve it rather falls short of, than exceeds the truth.
After all, however, it is mere conjectare, as I have
no better data for my guidance than what I have
related.

With regard to the revenue of the Birman state; -
I confess myself to be without the means of form-
ing even a rough estimate of the amonnt. Ac-
cording to the sacred law, in the chapter which
treats of the duties of a monarch, Dhasameds,®

¢ See Appendix.
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or a tenth of all produce, is the proportion which
is to be exacted as the authorized due of the go-
vernment; and one tenth is the amount of the
king’s duty on all foreign goods imported into his
dominions. The revenue arising from the customs
on imports, and from internal produce, is mostly
taken in kind ; a small part of which is converted
into cash, the rest is distributed, as received, in
lieu of salaries, to the various dependants of the
court. Princes of the blood, high officers- of state,
and provincial governors, receive grants of pro-
vinces, cities, villages, and farms, to support their
dignity, and as a remuneration of their services.
The renta of these assignments they collect for
their own benefit. Money, except on pressing
emergency, is never disbursed from the royal cof-
fers. To one man the fees of an office are allot-
ted; to another a station where certain imposts

- are collected ; a third has land ; each in proportion
to the importance of his respective employment.
By these donations, they are not only bound in
their own personal servitude, but likewise in that
of all their dependants ; they are called slaves of
the king, and in turn their vassals are denominated
slaves to them. The condition of these grants in-
clude also services of war, as well as the duties of
office. Thus the Birman government exhibits al-
most a faithful picture of Europe in the darker
ages, when, on the decline of the Roman empire,
the principles of feudal dependence were esta-
blished by barbarians from the north.

Although it seems difficult, and perhaps impos-
sible, under such a system, to ascertain, in any
standard currency, the amount of the royal reve-

E 2
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nue, yet the riches which the Birman monarch is.
said to possess are immense—a supposition that
may readily be admitted, when it is considered
that a very small share of what enters his exche-
quer returns into circulation. The hoarding of
money is a favourite maxim of Oriental state po~
licy. An Eastern potentate cannot be brought to
comprehend that the diffusion of property am

his subjects is a surer source of wealth to himself,
and of security to his throne, than the possession
of Lydian treasures, locked up in vaults, and con-
¢ealed in secret recesses, contrived by sordid ava-
rice and foolish cunning.

-
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CHAPTER 1V.

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT—INFANTRY—CAS-
SAY CAVALRY—ARTIFICERS—WAR-BOATS—
GUNPOWDER LONG KNOWN~— WEAPONS—FOOD
~—~CLIMATE—SOl1L—PRODUCE—MINERALS~—
PRECIOUS STONES — COMMERCE—CURRENCY
— WEIGHTS ~— MEASURES—CHARACTER OF
THE NATIVES—NOT JEALOUS OF THEIR WO-
MEN — FEROC10US IN WAR-—BEGGARS UN-
KNOWN—ANIMALS—DIVISION OF TIME—MU-
SIC—LANGUAGE—EXTENT OF THE EMPIRE——
RIVERS.

Tae Birmans may be termed a nation of soldi
every man in the kingdom being liable to be calle:i
wpon for his military services ; and war is deemed
the most honoursble occupation. The regular
military establishment of the Birmans is, neverthe-
less, very inconsiderable ; not exceeding the num-
bers of which the royal guard is composed, and
such as are necessary to preserve the police of the
capital. When an armyis to be raised, a mandate
issues from the golden palace, to all viceroys of
provinces, and miougees of districts, requiring a
pertain number of men'to be at a general rendez-
vous on an appointed day, under command some-
times of the viceroy himself, but oftener thas of

~
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an inferior officer. The levy is proportioned to
the population of the province, or district, estima-
ted from the number of registered houses that it
contains. The provincial court determines the
burden which each house is to bear; commonly
every two, three, or.four houses, are to furnish
among them one recruit, or to pay 300 tackal in
money, about 40Z or 45/  This recruit is supplied
with arms, ammunition, and, I helieve, with a cer-
tain . daily allowance of grain from .government,
but is not entitled to pay. The families of these
conscripts are carefully retained in the district
which they inhabit, as hostages for the good con-
duct of their relation. In case of desertion. or
treachery, the innocent wife, children, and parents
of the guilty person, are dragged to execution with-
out the least remorse or pity. Even cowardice sub-
jects the family of the delinquent to capital punish-
ment. This barbarous law, which is rigorously
enforced, must have a powerful effect in securing
the allegiance of the troops, and of impelling them
to vigorous exertion ; and it is, perhaps, the only
sure mode of inciting to enterprises of danger,
men who are not actuated by any innate sense of
honour, and who do not feel any national pride. ..

Infantry and cavalry compose the regular guarda
of the king. The former are armed with muskets
and sabres; the latter are provided with a spear a-
bout seven or eight feet long, which they manage
on horseback with great dexterity, seldom requir-
ing or making use of any other weapen. The in-
fantry are not uniformly clothed. I heard various
accounts of their numbers ; 700 do constant duty
within the precincts, and at the several gates of
the palace. I think that, on the day of my public

-1




EMBASSY TO AVA. 57

reteption, I saw about 2000, and have no doubt
that all the troops in the city were paraded on that
occssion. Iwas told that there were only 300 caval-
ry in Ummerapoora, but that 2000 were scattered,
in small detachments, 'throughout the neighbour-
ing districts.  All the troopers in the king’s ser-
vice are nmatives of Cassay, who are much better
horsemen than the Birmans. Mr Wood, who saw
some of them at exercise, informed me, that they
nearly resembled those whom he had met with in As-
sar. They ride like all Orientals, with short stir-
rups and a loose rein. Their saddle is hard and
high, and two large circular flaps of strong leather
hang down on each side, painted or gilded, accord-
ing to the quality of the rider. Thieir dress is not
unbecoming. They wear a tight coat, with skirts
reaching down to the middle of the thigh; and
on their head ‘a turban of cloth, rolled hard and
plaited, which forms a high cone, that bends back-
ward in a graceful manner. The horses of Ava
are small, but very hardy and active. Contrary
to'the ice of other Eastern countries, they cas-
trate their horses, and are thus enabled to main-
tain them with little trouble and expense, and can
also tum a number loose in a field together, with-
out any risk of their injuring one another. Horses -
are frequently exported in timber ships bound for
Maudras, and other parts of the coast, where they
aré disposed of to considerable advantage.

The government of Ava is extremely attentive
to provide, in times of peace, for the contingencies
of war. 'The royal magazines, I was told, could
famish 20,000 firelocks, which, if they resembled
the specimens I saw, cannot be very formidable.
These have been imported, at different periods in-
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to the country, by ships trading to- Rangoen and
other parts of the empire, and are either of French
manufacture, or condemned muskets from the En-
glish arsenals in India. The Birmans are very
fond of their arms, of which they take great care.
Their gunsmiths, who are all natives of Caseay;
keep them in repair ; but they are in general so bad
as to be out of the. power of art to render them
serviceable. I saw a tolerably good fowling piecey
which they said was entirely the work of a Cassay
artificer. This, however, was allowed to be-an
extraordinary effort of genius. The person who
showed it me, presented me, at the same time,
with a bamboo, which threw .out a short spess
of iron by means of a spring. It was executed by
the maker of the gun, and seemed to be formed
after @ model of an English walking stick, thas
contained a concealed spike. The imitation evinced
much ingenuity, although the worl ip was
coarse, and the iron badly polished. -

By far the most respectable pars of the Birman
military force is their establishment of war-beats:
Every town of note in the vicinity of the river, is
obiged to furnish a certain number of men, and one
or more boats, in propertion to the magnitude of the
place. I wasinformed, that the king can command,
at a very short notice, 500 of these vessels. They
are constructed out of the solid trunk of the teak
tree, which is excavated partly by fire and pardy
by cutting. The largest- are from eighty to one
bundred feet long, but the breadth seldom exceeds
eight . feet, and even this space is produced by ar-
tificially extending the sides after the trunk has been
bollowed. They carry from fifty to sixty rowers,
who use short oars that work on a spindle. The
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prow is eclid; and has a flat surface, on whch,when
tliey go to war, a pieee of ordnance is mounted,
a six; anme, or. even a twelve pounder. 'I‘he

is secured by lashings to strong bolts
on each -side, and.swivels are -frequently- ﬁred on
the carvature of the stern.

. Each rower is provided with a sword anda}anee,
‘which are placed by his side whilst he plies the
oars, Besides the boatmen, there are wsually
thirty soldiers on board, who are armed with mus-
kets. Thus prepared, they go in fleets to meet
the foe, and, when in sight, draw up in aline,
presenting their prows to the enemy. Their at-
tack is extremely impetuous ; they advance with
great rapidity, and sing a war-song, at once to en-
courage their people, duunt their adversaries, and
regulate the strokes of their oars. generally
endesvour to grapple, and when that is effeeted,
the action becomes very. severe, as shese people
are endued with great courege, strength, and sc-
tivity. In times of peacs, they are fond of exer-
cising in their boats, and I bave often been enter-
tained with the - dexterity they .display -in the
mamagement of them. The vessels  being low in
the water, their greatest damger is that of being
run: down by a larger boat striking on their broad-
side—~a misfortune which the steersman is taught
to -dread, and to avoid above all others. It is

iaing to see the facility with which they steer,
and -elade each other in their mock combats. The
rowrers. are also practised to row .beckwards, and
impel the vessel with the stern foremost. This is
the mede of retreat, by means of which the ar-
tillery still bears upon their opponent. The largest
of the war-boats do not.dvaw more than three feet
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water. When a person of rank is on beard, there
is a sort of meving tilt or canopy, for his particular
accommodation, placed sometimes in the centre,
and sometimes on the prow. The sides of the
boat are either gilt as .far as the water's- edge, o
plain, according to the rank of the person it caries.
Gilded bosts are only permitted to princes of the
blood, or to persons holding the highest stations,
such as a Maywoon of a province,. and a mmntcr
of state.

It is by no means unprobable, that the use oi'
gunpowder was well known in India before its ef-
fects were discovered in the west ; yet there is net
anyreason to believe, that the natives of Avaapplied
it to the purpose of musketry, till Europeans inv
structed them in the art. According to Indian
accounts, cannon were fabricated in the East long
before the era of European conquest. Their ar
tlllery, however, was not capable of being trane
ported with facility, or at all used in the field:
‘They were made of iron bars ~beamnintoacylim-
drical form, rudely put together, but of
strength, and enormous weight, frem which, whea
gaised on a rempart or tower, they threw hmge
stones to annoy the enemy. The musket wms
first introdaced into the Pegue and Ava countries
by the Portuguese, and is an implement of war
which the inhabitants unwisely prefer to their owm
native weapone, the spear and. sabre—a pars
tiality that is highly prejudicial to themselves, for
nothing can be less formidable than such fire-areas

as they possess, or have the means of procuring.
The proper indigenous weapons of the country are
the spear, the javelin, which is thrown from the
hand, the cross-bow, and the sabre. The latter is
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weed by the Birmens not only as an implement of

war, bus is likewise applied to variows purposes ae -
an inssrument of manual labour. With this the

peasant fells trees, shapes timbers, cuts bambeos,

or defends himself aguinst an ememy and wild

beasts. He never travels without it, and generally,

when ona journey, carries a shield on his left arm..

‘They encumber themselves with less baggage than

peshaps any other peaple ; and -are satisfied with

“a wanty portion of the hardest fare.

- In their food, the Birmsns, compared with the
Indians, are gross and uncleanly. Although their
religion forbids the slaughter of animals in general,

yes they apply. the interdiction . only to these that
ue dommesticated.  All: game is eagerly sought
sfier, and in many places it is publicly sold. Rep-
tiles also, such as lizards, gusnas, and. saskes,
cemstitute a part of the submistence of the lower
classes.: During our voysge up- the river, the
beatmen, after we had brought to, used frequemt~
ly to buat for camelions and lisards ameng the
thickets. They are extremely fond of vegetables.
At those. pleces where garden greens were not to
be proeured, they gathered wild sorrel, and some-
times substituted the temder leaves of trees. These,
beiled with rice, and moistened with a little oil,
or seasosed with gnapee, or. pickled sprat, com-
pose a-meal with which a Birman peasant or boat-
man is satisfied. The higher ranks, however, live
with more delicacy, although t.be:r fare is never
mymnptuom.

. 'Fhe climate of every part of the Birman em.
pu'e which I have vmted, bore testimony to its
salubrity, by the best posslble criterion, the ap-

VOL. M. P
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pearance and vigour of the natives. The seasons
- are regular, and the extremes. of heat and cold are
seldom experienced ; at least, the duration of that
intense heat which immediately precedes the com-
mencement of the rainy seasonis so short, that it
incommodes but for s very little time. During
our residence in the country, we lost -only one
man by disesse. Another * met an accidental
death ; in wandering through the woods he became
the prey of a tiger. ’
* The soil of the somthern provmees of the Bir-
man empire is remarkably fertile, and prodaces as
luxuriant crops of riee as are to be found in the -
finest parts of Bengal. Farther northward the
country becomes irregular and meuntainous; but
the plains and valleys, particularly near the - river,
are exceedingly fruitful. They yield good wheat,
and the various kinds of small grain which grow
in Hindostan ; as likewise: legumes, and most of
the esculent vegetnbles of India. Sugar canes,
tobacco of s -superior quality, indigo, 'cotton, and
the different.tropical fruits, ‘in perfection, -are : aﬂ
indigenous products of this favoured:land. -
- Besides the teak tree, which grows in- ‘m
parts of the Birman empire, as well to the n
of Ummerspoors, as in the southern country, therd
is almost every description of timber that is known
in India. Dr Buchanan, in one of his afternoon
excursions, perceived a large log of fir, which, his
attendant informed him, had been washed down
by the torrents from a mountainous part of the
country, four days journey northward of the capi-
tal, where it grows in abundance, and of consider<

* This unfortunate man belonged to the Seahorse.
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sble magnitude. The. natives eall it Tenyo. They
extract the turpentine, which they turn to use, but
consider the wood. of little value, on account of its
softness. If they could be prevailed upon to
‘transport it to Rangeen, it might prove & bene-
ficial material to the navigation -of India. Top-
gallant masts and yards made of teak are thought
to be too heavy. European snd American spers are
often bought for these purposes at a very exorbi-
tant price —an inconvenience which the fir of Ava,
if eonveyed to the market, would probably obviate:
. The kingdom of Ava sbounds in minersls.
Six days’ journey from Bameo, near the frontiess
of China, there are mises of geld and silver, called
Badowem. Thereare alsomines of gold,nlver, rubies,
and sypphires at-present open or & mountsin near the
Keenduem,; Woobelootaun ; but the most valusble,
and those which produce the finest jewels, are in
the. vicinity of the capital, nearly oppesite ta
Keoum-meoum, Precious stones are found in
several other parts of the empire.. The inferior
minerals, such a8 contain iron, tin, lead, antimony,
arsenic, sulphur, &c. are met with in great abun-
dance.. Amber, of a consistence unusually pure
ang pellucid, is dug up in large quantities near the
river. Gold, likewise, is: discovered in the sandy
beds of streams which descend.from the mountains,
Between the Keenduem and the Irrawaddy, te
the northward, there is a small. river called Shoe
Lien Kioup, or the Stream of Golden Sand.-
Diamonds and emeralds are not produced in any
- paxt of the Ava empire; but it affords amethysta,
garnets, very besutiful chrysolites, jasper, load-
stone, and marble. The quarries of the latter are
only & few miles from Ummerapoora. It is equal
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in quality to the finest marble of Italy, and admits
of a polish that renders it almost transparent.
Blocks of any size that it s pessible to transport
might be procured, but the sale is prohibited ; hor
is it allowed to be carried away without a special
order. Images of Gaudma being chiefly compeeed
of this material, it is on that account held sacred.
Birmans wiay not purchase the marble in mass,
but are suffered and indeed encouraged to buy
figures of the deity ready mesde. ' Exportation of
their gods out of the kingdem is strietly forbidden. -
The city of Chaguin is the prineipsl manufactory of
these marble divinities.

An extensire trade is carried on - between the
capital ‘of the Binnan' dominions and Yuman in
China. The principal article of expert from Awa
is cotton, of which I was informed there are two
kinds, one of a brown coloar, of which nankeens
are made, the other white, like the cotton of India.
1 did net see any of the.former. This commedity
is transported up the Irrawaddy in large boats, as-
far a8 Bamoo, where it is bartered at the common
Jee or mart, with Chinese merchants, and convey-
ed by the latter, partly by land, and partly by
water, into the Chinese dominions. Amber, ivory,
precious stoues, beetle nut, and the edible nests
brought from the eastern archipelago, are mlso
articles of commerce. In retarn, the Birmans pro-
¢are raw and wrought silks, velvets, gold leaf,
presérves, paper, and some utensils of hardware. .

The commerce between the capital and the
southern parts of the empire is facilitated by the
noble river that waters the country. Its prineipal
objects are the neeessaries of life. Several thou-
sand boats are apnnally employed in’ transporting
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rice from the lower provinces, to supply Ummera-
poora, and the northern districts. Salt and gnapee
may likewise be reckened uader the same head.
Asticles of foreign importation are mostly conveyr
ed up the Irrawaddy; a few are introduced by
way of Arracan, and carried over the mountains
on the heads of coelies, or labourers. European
broadcloth, a small quantity of hardware, coarse
Bengal muslins, Cossembuzar silk hapdkerchiefs,
China ware, which will not admit of land carriage
and glass, are the. principal commodities. Cocog
nuts also, brought from the Nicobar Islands, where
they are of uncommon excellence, are looked up-
on as a delicacy, and bear. a high price. Mer-
chants carry down silver, lac, precious gtones, and
some other.articles to me. great amount. A con-
siderable sum of money is, annually Jlaid out at the
capital in the purchase of marble statues of Gaud-
ms, which are all fabricated in the district of Chg~
gain, epposite Awa-baung, or ancient Ava. Thay
are not- permitted to.be made at any other place. -

- The Bimans, like the Chinese, bave no cein.
Silver in billien, and lead, are the .cwrent monies
of the country; weight and purity are, of course,
the standard of value, and in the ascertainment of
both the natives are exceedingly scrupulous and
" expert. What foreigners: call a tackal, properly
kiat, is the most general piece of silver in circulation;
it weighs ten pennyweights ten grains and three-
fourths. Its subdivisions are, the tubbee, two of
which make one moo ; two moo one math ; four
math one tackal, and one bundred tackal compose
osie viss. Money scales and weights are all fa-
bricated at the capital, where they are stamped
' . . ¥ 2 N
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and afterwards circulated throughout the empm 3
the use of any others is prohibited.

- Rice is sold by & measure called Tayndaung, or
basket ; the weight is"sixteen viss, about fifty-six
pounds. ‘There are many subdivisions of mea-
sarement. The average price of rice at the capi-
tal is one tackal, rather more than helf-a-crown, for
A basket and s half. At Rangoon and Maertaban,
one tackal will purchase four or five baskets.

The bankers, called by foreigners Pymon, are
likewise workere in silver, and asayers of metal.
This is a class of people very numerous, and in-
dispensably necessary, as no stranger can under-
take either to pay or receive money" without hav-
ing i¢ firstexamined. Every merchant has a bank-
er of this description, with whom he lodges ot
his cash, and who, for receiving and paying, gets
an established commission of one per cent.;
oconsiderstion of which, he is responsible for tho
quality of what goes through his hands; and in
no instance did I ever hear of a breach of trust
gommitted by one of these bankers. The qman-
tity of alloy varies in the silver current in different
perts of the empire. At Rangoon it is adulte-
rated twenty-five per cent.; at Ummerapoors,
pure, or what is called flowered silver, is most
common. In this latter all royal dues are paid.
The several modifications are as follows ;

Rouni, or pure silver.

Rounika, 5 per cent. of alloy.
Rounizee, 10 per cent.

Rounassee, 20 per cent.

Moowadzoo, 25 per cent.

Woombo, 30 per cent. -

Any person may have his silver either purified
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or depreciated to whatever standard he cliooses.
The nearest silversmith will be glad to perform the
work, free from charge for his labour, as the
bringer by the operation must lose a trifle, which
the artist gaine. The small quantity of metal that
adberes to the crucible is his profit. I was in-
formed, that the silversmith can sell these cruci-
bles afterwards to refiners for forty tackals a thou~
sand, and that an adequate gain accrues to the
purchaser from the metal extracted from the pot
sfter it is broken.

The Birman measures of leugth are, the Paul-
gaut, or inch, eighteen of which eompose the
Tiam, or cubit.

- 'The Sanndaung, or mynl cubit, * equal to twen-
two inches.

The Dha, or Bamboo, which consists of sevent
royal cubits ; 1000 dha make one Binman leaguey
or Disn, nwly equal to two British miles and
two furlongs. The league is also subdivided into
tenths. The Birmans keep their accounts in de-
cimals, after the manner of the Chinese.

* It has already been noticed, that the general
disposition of the Birmans is strikingly contrasted
with that of the natives of India, from whom they
are separtted only by a narrow range of mous-
tains, in many places admitting of an easy inter-
course. Notwithstanding the small extent of this
barrier, the physical difference between the na-
tions could searcely be greater, had they been si-
tuated at the opposite extremities of the globe.
The anans are a lively, inquisitive race, active,

® This cubit varies according to the will of the mo-
narch, .
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irascible, and impatient. The character of their
Bengal neighbours is too .well known as the re-
verse, to need any delineation. The unworthy
passion of jealousy, which prompts most nations of
the East to immure their women within the walls
of an haram, and swround them with guards,
seems to have scarcely any influénce over the
minds of this extraordinary and more liberal peo-
ple. Birman wives and danghters are not con-
cealed from the sight of men, and are suffered to
have as free intercourse with each other as the
rules of European society admit. But, in other
respects, women have just reason to complain ef
their treatment. They are considered as not be-
longing to the same scale of the creation as men,
and even the law stamps a degrading distinction
between the sexes. The evidence of a woman is
not received as of equal weight with that of a
man; and a woman is not suffered to ascend: the
steps of a court of justice, but is obliged to deli-
ver her testimony on the outside of the roof. The
custom of selling their women to-strangers, which
has before been adverted to, is confined to the
lowest classes of society, and is perhaps oftener
the consequence of heavy pecuniary embarrass-
ment, than an act of inclination. It is not, how-
ever, considered as shameful, nor is the female
dishonoured. Partly, perhaps, from this cause,
and partly from their habits of education, women
surrender themselves the victims of this barbarous
custom with apparent resignation. It is also said,
that they are very seldom unfaithful to their foreign
masters ; indeed they are often essentially useful,
particularly to those who trade, by keeping their
accounts and transacting their business. But when
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a man departs frem the country, he is not suffered
to carry his temporary wife along with him. On
that point the law is exceedingly rigorous. ‘Every
ship, before she receives her clearance, is dili-
gently searched by the officers of the custom-
house. Even if their vigilance were to be eluded,
the woman would be quickly missed, and it would
be soon discovered in what vessel she bad gone;
nor could that ship ever return to a Birman port
but under penalty of confiscation of the property,
and the infliction of a heavy fine and imprison-
ment on the master. Female children also, boru
of a Birman mother, are not suffered to he taken
dway. Men are permitted to emigrate ; but they
think that the expatriation of women would im-
poverish the state, by diminishing the sources of
its population.
One vice is usually the parent of another. The
Birmane, being exempt from that of jealousy, de
. not resort to the disbolical practice of emasculat-
ing male children, to educate them as spies over
their women. Chastity, they know, is more safely
guarded by principles of honour and attachment
than by moats or castles. . When Arracan was
conquered by the Birmans, several eunuchs were
made prisoners, belonging to the prince of the
country, who had adopted that degenerate custom
of Mahomedan growth. These people are maintain-
#d by the Birman monarch rather as memorials of
his conquest, than for any services they are requir-
ed to perform. Infidelity is not a characteristic of
Birman wives. In general they have too much
employment to leave leisure for the corruption of
their minds. A woman of the highest rank sel-
dom sits in idleness at home. Her female ser-
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vauts, like those of Grecian dames of antiquity,
ply ¢ the various labours of the loom,” whilst the
mistress superintends and directs their industry.
On the occasion of the formal visit to the mother
of the present Queen, we observed in one of  the -
galleries of her palace, three or four looms at work,
wrought by the damsels of her household. Weav-
ing is chiefly a female occupation. Most Birman
families make all the cotton and silk cloth that is
required for their domestic consumption. '

The Birmans, in some points of their disposi-
tion, display the ferocity of barbarians, and in o-
thers, all the humanity and tenderness of a polish-
ed life. They inflict the most savage vengeancsé
on their enemies. As invaders, desolation marks
their tract, for they spare neither sex nor age.
But at home they assume a different character.
There they manifest benevolence, by extending aid
to the infirm, the aged, and the sick. Filial piety
is inculcated as a sacred precept, and its duties are
religiously observed. A common beggar is no-
where to be seen. Every individual is certain of
receiving sustenance,. which, if he cannot procure
it by his own labour, is provided for him by o-
thers.

During the several excursions which we made
into the country, we did not perceive.any of the
feathered tribe that were peculiar to this part of
the world, or that were not to be met with in India,
the ornitholegy of which is already well known.
The Henza, the symbol of the Birman nation, as
the eagle was of the Roman empire, is a species of
wild fowl, called in India the Braminy goose ; but.
the natives of Ava do not deify the bird. Of the
beasts of Ava, the only one that I ssw, with whieh,
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I was unacquainted, was the ichneumon, or the rat
of Pharaoh, called by the natives Ounbaii. It is
a singular circumstance, that there should not be
such an animal as the jackal in.the Ava dominions,
considering that they are so numerous in the ad-
joining country. Pegue abounds in elephants ; for
though they are to be met with in other parts of
the empire, that seems to be their favourite abode.
One of his Birman majesty’s titles is, Lord of the
White Elephant, and of all the Elephants in the
World. ’

The Birmans divide their time as follows : ,
. The space in which the finger can be raised and
depressed is called charazi. Ten charazi make
one piaan ; six piaan one bizana (about a minute).
The . day, of twenty-four hours, commencing at
noon,- is divided into eight portions, or yettee, of
three hours each, thus denominated.

Moon Yettee, or noon.
- Loung Yettee, 3-P. M.
Lay Yettee, 6 P. M.
Gneah Yettee, 9- P. M.
Gneah Gnek Yettee, midnight.
Gneah Laghee Loung Yettee, 3 in the
morning.
Mioh Ling Yettee, 6 A. M.
Gneah Tek Yettee, 9 A. M.

These divisions of time are ascertained by a ma-
chine resembling the hour-glass, and sometimes by
a perforated pan placed in a tub of water. They
~ are’ announced by a stroké on an oblong drum,

which is always kept near the dwelling of the
chief magistrate of the city, town, or village. It
is commonly raised on a high bamboo stage, with
a roof ef mats to protect it from the weather.
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The edifice at the royal palace for the receptiorn
of this instrument is of masonry, and very lofty,
whence the sound is said to be distinctly conveyed
to the remotest extremes of the city. :

. The Birman year is divided into twelve months,
which, strictly speaking, cannot be called synodi-.
cal, althongh they comprehend the same number
of days. A revolution of the moon, in passing
from one conjunction with the sun to another, is
performed in 29 days 12 hours and 44 minutes;
but the Birman lunations consist of 29 and 30
days, alternate, which causes a difference between '
the Newtonian and Birman lunar account of 8
hours and 48 minutes. The Birman months are
as follow :

. Days.
Tagoo contains « - 29
Kayoung - - - 80
Nay Young - - 29
‘Wazoo - - - 30
‘Wagoung - ~ 29
Toozelien - - 80
Sandaing Guite “ - 29
Tazoung Moang - - 30
Gnadoh - - - 29
Peeazop - - - 30
Taboodway - - 29
Taboung - - 30
B854

In order to complete a solar revolution, they
intercalate in every third year a month of 30 days,
which is called Toodea Wazoo. -In this third
year the months of Tagoo and Nay Young have
each 30 days instead of 29. They likewise sup-
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Pprees or pass over a day, which, if reckoned, weuld
e:ther be the 31st Taboung or the 1st of Tagoo.

these means, the number of days in the ‘thres
years is thus computed.

’ Days

Three lunar yedrs, of 354 days each - 10%2

Intercalary month in the third year - 30
Two intercalary days in Tagoo and Nay

Young -

Suppressed, or pnssed over at the end of

the year: - . 1

1095

This computation corresponds, in the number of
days, with three years; Every fourth year, how-
ever, will occasion the differepce of a day on ac-
count of our bissextile or, leap year. Of this the
Birmans are fully sensible, as well as of many o-
ther defects in their manner of reckoning. To
remedy the confusion likely to ensue from such
erroneous calculations, their style or mode has fre- -
quently been altered by arbitrary authority. His
present Birman majesty, however, is so desirous
to ascertain and establish, by accurate ta};les,
permanent and unvarying measurement of time,
that. he made an application to the late Governor-
general of India to send to his capital: & Bramin
well varsed in astronomy, to assist the deliberations
of his council of professors, among whom his ma-
Jjesty always presides in person ; and he is said to
be no inconsidesable proficient in the science of-
astronomy.

The manner in which the anan month is snb-
divided, I imagine, is peculmr to thieir nsu;n In-

VOL. IL R .
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stead.of reckoning the days progressively from the
gommencement to the close of the month, they ad-
vance no farther than the full moon, from which
they recede by retrogressive ennmeration until the
month is finished.

Thus, the new moon is called
- Lahzan terrait gnay, orﬁrstdayofthem-

- creasing moon.
. Lahgzan gnerait goay, secgnd day, &c.
Labzan loungrait gnay, third day, &c. =~
Lahzan layrait gnay, fourth day, &c.
Lahzan narait gnay, fifth day, &.
. Lahzan kioukrait gnay, sixth day, &c.
Lahzan koonrait gnay, seventh day, &c
Lahzan sheaseddainrait gnay, eighth day, &ec.
Lahzan karait gnay, ninth day, &c.
Lahzan sayrait gnay, tenth day, &c.
Lahzan say-terrait gnay, eleventh dny, &ec.
Lahzan say-guerrait gnay, twelfth day, &c. -
- Lahzan say soungrait gnay, thirteenth day, &c.
Lahzan taseay saymait gnay, fourteenth day, 8c.
: Lah bee, ﬁftemth day, &c.
< Lsh bee-gao temmait gnay, or the first day of
the decreasing moon.

The seventeenth, eighteenth, &c. correspond
w;duheamndandth:rdof the increasing maon,
substituting” Lah Bee-goo for Lahzan. The last
day of the month, whether of swenty-nine or
thirty days, is called Lah gna

The Birman month is dmded into four weeks
of seven days each. =The days are distinguished
oy the following names.

Tamaing nuaye, Sunday, the first day of the
Birman week. »
Talain lah, . Mondny.
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Aing gah, . Tuesday. S
Boedt-hoo, . Wednesday. .
. Keab-subbeday, Thursday. ;
Zoup kesh, . Friday.
Sunndy, . . Saturday. ' .
- The eightli day of the increasing moon, the
fifteentli or full moon, the eighth of the decreasing
thoen, and the last day of the moon, are religi-
y observed by Birmans as saered festivale
On these hebdomainel holidays no public business
in wrinsacted iir the Rhoem; mertantile dealings
sre buspemdod ; herdierafs is forbidden; and the
strictly pious take no sustenance between the rising
and thé settirig of the sun ; but this latter instance
of self-denial is not very ¢commen, and, as I un-
derstood, is rarely practised, except in the metro-
polis, where the appearance of sanctity is some-
timea assumed as a ladder by which the crafty
attempt to ¢limb o promotion. The sovereign
himself is a great favourer of the awsterities of the
Birman religion ; and his chief minister, or Woon-
gee, his for many yesrs on & Birman sabbath ab-
stained from food so long as the sun continues
sbove the horizen. .
. "The Birmanns are extremely fond beth of poetry
and music ; they call the former Yeddoo. Whea
repeated by a scholar, it flows soft and measured
to the ear, "It is sSometimes in successive, and often
in alternate rhimes. A line is called Tageoung;
a stanza, Tubbouk. They have epic as well as
religious poems of high eelebrity ; and they are
fond of reciting in heroic numbers the exploits of
their kings and generals. I was informed, that
the prowess of Alompra is recorded in verses not
unworthy of a monarch.

L
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Music.is a sclence which is held in considerable
estimation throughout the Birman. empire, and is
cultivated at the present day more generally. than
in India, notwithstanding it is there termed, as by
the ancient Greeks, the language of the gods.
'The royal library of Ummerapoora is said to con-
tain many valuable treatises on the art. Some of
the professional musicians display considerable skitl
and execution, and the softer airs are plessing
even to an ear unaccustomed to such melody
The principal instraments are a Soum, or harp,
wiade of light wood, hollowed and varnished, im
shape somewhat like a canoe with a deck. . At
the extremity a piece of hard wood is neatly faat~
ened, which tapers to the end, and rising curves
over the body of the harp. From this curvature
“the strings, usually made of wire, are extended
.to a bridge on the belly of the instrument. There
are two sounding holes; one on each side of the
bridge. The size of the Soum varies from swo

«to five feet in length. - ‘ : :
- ‘The Tur resembles our violin ; it has only thres
strings, and is played on with a bow. Iat fimst
imagined it had been of European introduction,
and brought to Pegue by the Portugueze ; but I
was assured it was an original instrament of the
country. .

The Pullaway, is a common flagelet.

The Kyezoup, is a collection ef cymbals, which
are suspended in a bamboo frame. These cym-
bals, varying in size, produce modulated grada-
tions of sounds. There were eighteen in the Kye-
zoup that I sawt '

The Patola, or guitar, is a curious instrament.
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Foiwshe amacs form of a croeodils in miature ;
tho body of which is hollow, -with sounding holes
on the back. Three strings of wire extend from
the. shoulder to the tail, and are swpported e
Dridges: at éach extremity. * The strings are tuned
by means of pegs in the tail, to which they are
fostened. kwpllye&on bythe finger, andil

to secompany the veice.

] is'a oollection ofdmma,oblong
hfam, and varying in sice, which are suspended
povpenidicularty in @ wooden frame by leatlier
shongs. The whole machine udmutﬁvefeet in
ismetor, and four feet high. The performer
stmids in the centre, and beats on the drums with
u small stick. This instrument is ‘always intro
Mwhmﬁmuafnﬂbm&,ndhmnd:med

in proeessions, being catried by two men, whilst
Cheperform-hﬂeu alcnginehc inside, playmg
a8 he goes.

: Tthemhtlepq)eof Pcn,»fomodof

ral reed8neatl joined together, and somnded. byt.
piece. Whnphy.dthbskﬂln

podnee-averyphntnnnlody.

» These are the principal instruments of music
in use among the Birmans. Dr Buchanan purs
ehased s complete concert ses for fifty-four tackal,
which is about five or six guineas. Melody has
¢harms for all mankind. Among the beatmen that
towed my berge, I doubt whether there was one
who did not peesess an instrument of some sort. -
He who- conld procure no better, had what we eall
a Jew's harp, with which he delighted to beguilé
balf an hour of a cool evening, afteradnyof ha;d

labour wnder & burning sun, . .
G 2
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- Of the anclent Pallis,* whose languege censtic
tutes at the present day the sacred text-of Ave;
Pegue, and Siam, as well as of several other coun~
tries eastward of the Ganges ; and of their migrae
tion from_ India to the banks of the Cali, the Nile
of Ethiopia, we bave but very imperfect informan
tion. As a nation, they, have long ago cgased te
exist, They are said to haye possessed, in former
times, 8 dominion stretching from the Indus as
far as Siam, and to. have been conquered by the
Rajaputras, who changed the name of their counsy

try from Palisthan to Rajapntrs. In the old baoka
of the Hindoos they are called Paliputras, and.is
may, I think, be concluded that they. were the. Pdv
libothri of the ancients.

It has heen the opinian of some ofthomonew
lightened writers  on the languages of the East;
that the Pali, the sacred language of the priests.of
Boodh, is nearly allieddo the Shanscrit of the Bra-
mins; and there certainly is much of that holy

“ @ In Captain Wilford's elaborate and learned Disserts-
tion on Egypt and the Nile, from the lnclent ‘books oﬂlh
. Hindoos, there is the following.
¢ The history of the Pallis cannot faxl to be mterest'nb
¢ ‘especially as it will be found much connected with that
¢ of Europe; and I hope soon to be supplied with mate-
¢ rials for a full account of them. Even -their miserablé
¢ remains in India must excite compassion, when we ¢on-
¢ sider how great they once were, and from what heighs
¢ they fell, through the intolerant zeal and superstition -of
¢ their nelghbours. Their features are peculiar, and their
¢ language different, but perhaps not radically, from that
¢ of the other Hindoos. Their villages gz still called
¢ Palli’—4siat. Research, Vol. III.
+ Captain Wilford on Egypt and the Nile.—Loubere's
Account of Siam.—-Chambers on the Ruins of Mavall- :
puratLw-dsiat. Research. Vol. I,

® .



EMBABSY TO AVA. 79

idiom  engrafted on the vulgar language of Avs,
by the introduction of the Hindoo religion. The
character in common wuse throughout Ava and
Pegue is a round Nagari, derived from the square
Pali, or religious text. It is formed of circles and
segments of circles, variously disposed and com-
bined’; whilst the Pali, which is solely applied to
the purposes of - religion, is a square letter, clneﬂy
: mmmmg of right angles:

- The Birman-language contains thirty-three sim-
plo sounds,  to represent which, their alphabet,
pommonly called Kagye Kague, consists of an
dqual -pumber of distinct characters, exclusive of
yarious marks: and econtractions, that supply the
place of long and short vowels,’ dlphthongs, &e.
Theee -are explained and enumerated in separate
series, in the Birman Spelling-book, entitled, Kayn-
boungie,. in which - evuy possnble combmatmn is

. gmm and ‘exem

1t should be observed here," that ‘there is no re-
presemnon of the vowel corresponding with our
shert &, es. from: the: frequent occurrence of that
sound in the middle and -at the end of words, it
was found convenient-to omit it in writing ; it m
neyértheless to be pronounced after every simp's
sownd : or consonant . not supplied with another
vowel, unless it be ferbidden by a mark of "elision
placed over the letter, or excluded by the junction
of two.or more consonants, in the form of a com-
pound. character. - These singularities, I am in-
formed by Mr Wilkins, are common to all the al-
phabets of the Hindoo class.

The Birmans write from left to right, and t.hough
t.hey leave no distinguishing space between their -
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words, they mark the pauses of a senteries and the.
fuﬂetops Their letters are distiget, and thefe
manuscripts are in general very beautiful. -

The common books of the Birmans; like M
of the Hindoos, particalarly of such as inhsbit the
southern parts of India, are composed of the pels
myra leaf, on which the letters are engraved with
a stylus; but the Birmans far excel the Bramiwis
cal Hindoos in the neatness of the execution, smd
in the ornamental part of their volumves. In every
Kioum, or monastery, there is a li or YeposE
tory of books, usually kept in lacquh“zrod <chests.
Books in tbePah text dre sometimes cempesed
of thin stripes of bamboo, delicutely pisited, swd
varnished over in sach & mammer a8 to form a -
smooth and hard surface upon a leaf of any dic
mensions. This surface is afterwards gilded, ard
the sacred letters are traced upon it in black and
shining japan. The margin is illumined
and figures of ‘gold, on a red, green, or bhck
ground.

In the recitation of poetry, the language is ex<
ceedmgly melodious. Even the prose of common
conversation appears to be measured ; and the cons
cluding word of each sentence is lengthened by ¢
musical cadence, that marks the period totke: eaw
of a person wbo]ly unacquainted with the miohn-
ing.

It is dificult to ascertain with precision the
exact limits of the Birman empire. Dr Buchans
-an, who accompanied me, sought for geognpﬁml
information with the most diligent inquiry. He
ptocured, but not without considerable treuble and
expense, sketches of every part-of the: Birsmns
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territories ; and he has trausmitted the materigls
which he thus collected to the East India Com-
pany. Those sketches, however, being contained
in various and detached pieces, not forming any
connected body, nor yet reduced to a graduated
scale, can hardly be brought into the shape of a
* regular map, without, the aid of some further com-
mmnigations. They are pevertheless documents .of
much intrinsic valye and importance. It is there-
fote to.be hoped that, with the aid of some addi-
tional lights, 2 vacuum on the terrestrial globe will,
ere long, be filled up, and a portion of the earth
delineated, which heretofore has been very imper-
feetly. known. On a probable calculation from Dr
Buchanan's papers of the extent of the present
,an empire, it appears to include the space be-
tween the 9th and 26th degrees of north latitude,
.and between the 92d and 107th degrees of longi-
tude:east of Greenwich, about 1050 geographical
miles in length, and 600 in breadth. These ara
the ascertainable limits, taken from the Birman ac-
counts; but it is probable that their dominions
.stxetch-still farther ta the north. It should, how-
-ever, be remarked, - that the breadth often varies,
-and is in. many places very inconsiderable, on what .
-is-called the. Eastern Pepinsula.
. Dr Buchanan, in the summary * or general out-
line of the geographical materials which bhe col-
‘lected, thus expresses himself on the subject of
" riversi—It appears, ¢that the Arracan river is
‘ not 8o considerable as has been supposed, but

* Extracts from the Bengal Political Letter, 11th of
September 1797.
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¢ takes it rise in hills ntnogreatdimnce’toﬂw
¢ north,
¢ That the river coming from Thibet, which is
¢ supposed to be that of Arracan, is in fact the
¢ Keenduem, or the great western branch of the
* % Ava river.
¢ That what is supposed to be the westerh branch -
‘ofthelmwuldy,minfucttheasmm
. ¢ which passes by Avs, and runs to the motthy
‘keepmgweot from the province of Yurian, snd
‘leavmgbetmenxtandthatpanofChnmam
¢ try subject to the Birmans.
¢ That the Loukiang, which is supposed to be
¢ the great branch of the Irrawaddy, has no com-
* munication with that river; but on entering the
< Birman dominions assumes the name of Thaluayn,
¢ or Thanluayn, and falls into the sea at Martabaxi.
- ¢ That the river of Pegue, which is supposed to
¢ come from China, rises among hills -about 100
¢ miles from the sea, and which form the boundary
¢ between the Birman and Pegue kingdoms.
¢ That between the Pegue and Martaban rivers
¢ there is a lake, from which two rivers proceed.
¢ The one runs north to Old Ava, where it joins
¢ the Myoungnya, or Little River of Ava, which
¢ comes from mountains on the frontiers of Chins ;
¢ the other river rans south from the lake to the
¢ sea, and is the Sitang river in the map.
¢ That the rivers of China, which are supposed.
¢ to be the heads of the Pegue river, are those of
¢ the river of Siam.
¢ That the rivers of Siam and Cambodia com-
¢ municate by a very considerable branch, called
¢ the Annan,’
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This disposition of the rivers gives an entire new
face to the geography of India extra Gangem ;
and from the diligence and ability with which Dr
Buchanan collated the several accounts that he re-
ceived, I am inclined to believe that his stateinent
is nearly correct.
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CHAPTER V.

PERMISSION GRANTED TO NAKE ASTRONOMI-
CAL OBSERVATIONS—MESSAGE FROM THE
KING=—RIVER RISES—PRESENT OF WHEAT
BEES—HONEY—BENGAL PAINTER EMPLOYRD
AT COURT-——MODE OF CATCHING WILD ELE-
PHANTS—KING SOLICITOUS TO INTRODUCE
THE ART OF GLASS-MAKING—ATTENTIONS
FROM VICEROYS TO FOREIGN MINISTERS——
LETTERS ARRIVE FROM BENGAL-—OUR PEO-
PLE HEALTHY—CHINESE THE REVERSE—~
THE CAUSE—CEREMONY ARRANGED—PRO-
CESSION—MANNER OF ENTRANCE—INTRO-
DUCTION INTO THE LOTOO, OR GRAND COUR-
CIL HALL—DESCRIPTION OF THE COURT~—
ITS MAGNIFICENCE—KING NOT PRESENTe—
QUESTIONS PROPOSED—BANQUET——FORMALI-
TIES OBSERVED IN RETURNING.

THE occurrences that took place in the interval
between.our arrival and the 80th of August, the
day appointed for our formal introduction, were
"not of sufficient importance to require a minute
relation. We enjoyed whatever personal conve-
nience the country could supply; and I gladly em-
Lraced every opportunity to evince the most im-
plicit confidence, which I am induced to think was
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productiva of beneficial- consequences. To my
' public character, as will appear in the sequel, the
‘conduct of the Birman cowt was punctibous and
haughty, even to insufferable arrogance; but my
accommodation and security, as an individual, were
attended to with ull the urbanity that could be
‘expected from the most polished state of Europe.
Geography is the foundation of all historical
knowledge, without which history becomes little
‘better than romance. " Having hitherto found the
most authentic geographical information that I
~-could obtain, respecting countries eastward of the
Ganges, to be extremely erroncous, I was o that
account; more - particularly - desirous to determine
“ the true situation of the capital of Ava, especially
a8 I had now a favourable opportunity of profiting
- by the - assistanee of a gentleman of high profes-
eional talents. - It seemed expedient, however, to
‘obtain the sanction of the Birman government, be-
foreé I-authorized Mr Wood to commence astrono-
mical observations ; and, in reply to an application
1 niade through the Maywoon of Pegue, 1 receiv-
“ed "the most liberal acquiescence—a compliment
thiat was- afterwards enhanced by a gracious mes-
-gage from his Birman majesty, desiring to know,
according to dur calculation, the exact time when
_the expected eclipse of the moon was to take
‘place, and, as it was partial, what portion of the
“lfinqr body would be in shade? Mr Wood sa-
“tisfied ‘him in both particulars, and we were in«
formed that the king, on comparing Mr Wood's
‘acetunt with his own preédictions (for he is said to
be himself an” adept in the science), discovered
only @ slight difference in the segment of the moon
WNOLIL i S
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which ‘was to be obscured. Mr Wood’s know-

ledge procured him considerable respect among the
better informed natives, but it excited the terror

‘of the vulgar. Being obliged at night to leave the

grove and go out on the plain, in order to have a

distinet view of the heavenly bodies, the peasants

that inhabited the neighbouring villages believed
him to be a necromancer, and his teleeoope’_agg‘
time-keeper instraments of magic. In their wom-
der, they sometimes crowded about him so as'to

distarb his operations; but it was nothing more

than harmless curiosity. They wanted to discoverby

x?t means he held communication with the Natts,

supernatoral and invisible agents of the air.

The river, which had now risen to its utmost
height, bad encroached so much on the grove, as
to threaten a general inundation; and we began
to think it not improbable that we should be oblig-
ed some night hastily to change our residence from
the house to the boats. The cause of the swelling
of the waters was not apparent, as there had not fal- -
len with us a sufficient quantity of rain to produce
the smallest alteration in the body of the river. The
Birmans, however, who knew the exact limit to
which it would rise, laughed at our proposing to
make arrangements for a sudden embarkation, and
assured ws that, within the memory of man, the
@oods had never surpassed a certain boundary...,

from the nature of the grounds in ¢4
neighbeurhood of our dwelling, rice was the only
grain that could be cultivated, we understood that
‘on the other side of the lake, near the city, there
were extensive fields of wheat, which, from the
samples brought to us, seemed to be equal in qua~
lity to the finest growth of Elwland. The market
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price of Ummerapoora was one tackal, negrly hai¢
a crown, for a taindaung, or basket welghmg about
fifty-six pounds ; but we had no occasion to pur-
chase any, as the provision made by the commis-
-sary of government, and the presents from thosa
-who visited us, kept our store-room full. ~Every
mw}m came brought something, either fruit;
pivers, a plate of fine rice, of wheat, or some
siaflar mark of respect. In return, I treated
those of the higher order with tea and sweetmeats.
(Of the former they were extremely fond ; and ¥
oan truly say, that from ten in the morning until
- . wvening, the tea equipage was never unemployed
An old man who acted as commissary, and lived
ia the rhoom adjacent to our dwelling; whose title
w Kyewoon, brought all the females of his fa-
to see us. They produced as their offering,

{ honeycombs hanging from branches of the
bupsboo tree. The honey was dropping fromt the
boughs into pans. I was told that the bees were
wild in the woods, and in such plenty, that wax
famed u staple article of commerce. The natives
Ave a mode of gathering the honey without de-
the insect. The soldiers of the guard

m our domestics continued to receive two tackal,
Wt stated periods, in addition to their allowance of
JMte; and beetle-leaf was to be had fresh from
i belonging to the adjacent villages.. In
el these plantations, which very much resemble-
" 421 English hop-garden, I saw a man watering
ts by means of a wheel, which raised water
dllt of 4 well from a considerable depth. The

ine was constructed with much ingenuity.

... The reputation that my Bengal draughtsman
] acquired by his botanical drawings, performed
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it an - enclosure or Keddah, from' whénee " they
cannot extricate themselves, and are ensily secured.
My painter' performed the task so much to his
matestv’s satisfaction, that a request was made for
services, in executing a drawing of a

mage of Gandma, in which I willingly

He was employed on it a week, and

was finished, his majesty condescended to

his approbation of the performance, which

whs certainlv much superior to anv thing that his

*he articles of foreign trade which had

way into the Birman country, nothing

was- held in higher estimation than the European
glass-ware, imported into Rangoon faom the Bri
tish settlements in India. The art of vitrification
has long been known ahd practised in most countries
of the East. But no where they can make a pure
tance, like that which is brought
the Birman monarch, who is a great

tne manufacture, was particularly desir

into his dominions; and sup

E:smg that every caglishman must be versed in the
owledge of making whatever comes from his own
trv, he sent a message to request that I would
his artificers with such instructions as might

of Pecue differs somewhat from that of the Benoal

litor of these volumes has had an oppuriuuvy,

kindness of Mr Scott of Siuton, of seeing se
e papers which are now in his possession, anu
¥ wmca were drawn up by him, upon this subject, as well
23 upon some other parts of the natural history of ele
hants - and, had his space permitted, would very gladl
himself of the permission be obligingly receiv

iome extracts from them for the present work

.

-‘p.
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enablo them to fabricate glass of a quality:equsl:#o
-what was made in England. Unluckily, none.#f
. us happened to be skilled in the mystery of a glass-
- house. All, therefore; that we could do, w